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Our  last  vohme  tenninated  with  the  battle  off  St. 

Domingo,  which,  folio  wing  the  splendid  victory  of 
Trafi^gar,  seemed  to  have  completed  the  ruin  of  the 
French  navy.  The  history  of  nations  has  few  exam- 
ples of  such  a  series  of  successes  as  those  obtained 
by  the  fleets  of  Great  Britain  between  the  fiHd  of 
July,  1805,  and  the  6th  of  February,  1806.  In  that 
time  the  enemy  had  loet  thirty-four  sail  of  the  luie; 
and  their  creiys^  which  were  either  destroyed  or 
made  prisoners,  amounted  to  twenty-five  thousand 
men*  Their  merchant  marine  had  long  since  been 
nearly  annihilated ;  their  colonial  trade  was  carried 
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on  by  neutrals ;  rarely  undei*  a  hostile  flag,  unless  ia 
kt^Mimg  ktteM  of  marque,  or  frigntea  equipped 

and  manned  ut  a  great  expense;  and  of  these  it  will 
be  shewn  that  the  greater  part  were  conducted  to 
Britisli  porta.  Viewhi^  fhese  splendid  exploita  of 
our  navy,  we  might  be  led  to  a  coDclusion,  that 
Great  BrHain  had  no  longer  aii  enemy  to  cope  wHh 

on  the  ocean,  that  she  mijjht  have  disarmed  her 
ieetSi  and  conhned  her  naval  operations  to  small 
squadrons  with  active  officers,  harassing  Ae  enemy^s 
coasts,  and  preventing  the  revival  of  commercial 
inteEooanse. 

But  when  tlie  ample  and  almost  boundless  re- 
sources of  the  extended  empire  of  France  are  con- 
sidered, M  becomes  evident  that  no  relaxation  could 
be  allowed  to  our  naval  energies — that  the  blow 
iflkieh  had  been  given  most  be  foUovred  up,  or  its 

effects  would  be  lost  on  die  power  of  our  gigantic 
esenry.  France,  in  the  possession  of  the  Texel,  the 
Sdieldt,  eherbotirg,  Brest,  L'Orienf,  Rochefort,  Too* 
Ion,  Port  Espezia,  Genoa,  and  Venice,  with  the  CK- 
,  tensive  forests  g(  ship  timber,  either  contiguous  to, 

or  within  water-carriapfe  of  these  places,  still  pos- 
sessed the  means  of  building  ships,  lier  forest  laws 
were  all  subservient  to  the  publie  good,  without  any 
reference  to  individual  right  Where  the  "  marteau 
national'*  (natiosat  hammei)  had  ieftprinted  on  a  tree 

the  mark  of  its  appropriation  to  the  service  of  the 
dock-yards^  it  became  from  that  moment  sacred; 
Ibe  owner  was  itidemnified  by  afr  arbitvarf  valua^ 
tion,  and  was  answerable  for  its  safety.    Bj  these 
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means  the  register  of  the  minister  of  the  marine  con- 
tained an  account  of  all  timber  necessary  for  his 
purpose;  and  though  the  expedient  was  incompatible, 
with  a  free  government,  it  answered  the  purpose  of 
a  despoty  and  gave  him  that  temporary  power  which 
a  British  monarch  and  a  British  parliament  could 
not  attain.  Another  navy,  as  if  by  magic,  sprang 
forthofrom  the  forests  to  the  sea  shore,  manned  by 
maritim  conscription,  exactly  similar  in  principle  to 
that  edict  by  which  the  trees  were  appropriated  to, 
die  building  of  ships. 

In  France  the  merchant  service  is  divided  into 
what  is  technically  called  "  le  grand  et  le  petit  ca- 
botage;" the  first  is  the  foreign,  the  latter  the  coast- 
ing trade.  Though  it  has  been  proved  that  France 
could  have  had  little  or  no  communication  under  her 
own  flag  directly  with  her  colonies,  or  with;  distant 
nations,  yet  in  spite  of  all  our  endeavours  she  en<> 
joyed  a  very  considerable  coasting  trade,  which,  to- 
gether with  her  seamen  sailing  under  neutral  flags,: 
furnished  her  at  a  short  notice  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  iiaods  to  man  her  fleets;  and  however 
inefficient,  the  ships  bad  at  least  that  appearance  of 
equipment,  and  readiness,  which  required  a  naval 
force  on  our  part  equally  numerous  to  guard  themi 
allowing  for  a  certain  number  of  our  ships  to  be 
alvyays  necessarily  in  port  refitting,  or  detached. 
The  seamen  of  France  have  long  been  subject  to  the 
regulation  of  a  registry ;  moving  only  by  permismon, 
their  places  of  residence  and  mode  of  occupation 
were  alifaya  known  to  the  municipality  of  die  annm^ 
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dissement,  or  district,  in  which  they  were  domi- 
cOiated.  In  this  manner  they  were  permitted  to 
follow  tlieir  individual  callings,  until  the  service  of 
the  state  required  their  appearance  at  the  naval 
head  quarters  of  their  department.  By  such  means 
arbitrary  power  could  form  a  naval  militia,  which 
eould  not  &il  to  give  ns  some  canse  for  alarm; 
though,  for  want  of  practice  and  habits  of  disci- 
{^e,  it  was  never  so  effective  as  our  own.  Thus 
while  the  enemy's  marine  decreased  in  strengrth, 
and  her  commerce  disappeared^  the  duties  of  the 
blockade,  for  these  very  reasons,  became  more  tedi- 
ous, liolJing  out  no  .prospect  of  either  honour  or 
reward,  at  the  same  time  that  the  expense  of  our 
ships  was  undiminished;  Bonaparte,  by  this  sem- 
blance of  a  iieet,  waged  a  war  against  our  finances, 
and  paralysed  a  large  portion  of  our  navy.  Our  men, 
it  IS  true,  had  the  advantage  of  constant  practice, 
while  those  of  France  were  condemned  to  the  narrow 
limits  of  their  ovm  harbours ;  an  advantage  not  oyer* 
looked  by  the  immortal  Nelson,  and  justly  considered 
by  him,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  more  than 
equivalent  for  the  loss  of  masts,  or  the  destruction  of 
shipping*  After  these  observations,  the  reader  will 
not  be  surprised  to  find,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  Bonaparte  had  nearly  ninety  ships  of  the  line 
in  the  different  ports  of  his  empire ;  and  though  be 
liad  long  decided,  that  the  attempt  to  invade  Eng- 
land could  only  end  in  mortification  and  disaster  to 
Idmself,  and  had  relinquished  the  project,  yet  he 
blew  that  the  dotilla,  if  only  kept  in  view  of  the 
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CQ^t  of  England,  would  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  iufcimidatioQ,  U>  Qoe  piurt  oi  the  natioa>  md  of 
expense  to  die  whole.  In  ftet»  Boulogne  wts 
wfttcbed,  duriug  ijjafty  years,  with  a  British  force 
ftr  exceeding  the  importaiiGe  of  the  object;  at  the 
pame  time  the  b^tjt  ships  of  the  enemy  were  employed 
io  cruising  in.smfdl  squadrons,  to  our  oonsiderablo 
annoyance. 

We  find  from  official  returns  laid  befwe  the  lords 
oommimoners  of  the  admiralty,  in  the  yeaia  1810 
and  1812,  the  following  total  of  enemy's  ships  of  the 
line;  in  the  Tezel,  eight;  Antwerp,  seventeen;  liel- 
¥eot,  one ;  Ch^bourg,  two ;  Brest,  one ;  L'Qrionty 
one  f  Rochefort,  three ;  Toulon,  seventeen ;  Genoa, 
one;  Neples,  one;  Venice,  flume;  unonnting  to 

fifty -eight  sail  of  the  liae,  and  fifty-one  frigates  ; 
besides  twenty*nine  sail  of  the  line  building  in  the 
ports  of  France,  or*her  tributary  states*  Sneh  was 
the  mai  itinie  power  of  this  revolutionary  hydra,  and 
such  the  difficulties  abnost  insurmountable,  against 
which  the  British  navy  contended  for  so  many  years, 
ted  which  she  finally  conquered,  confirming  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  wdl-eamed  title  of  Mistress  of 
the  Seas.  In  the  acquisition  of  this  title  Great 
Britnin  had  effectually  ezduded  firom  the  porta  of 
France,  those  articles  of  colonial  produce,  which 
bftbit  bad  rendered  indispensable  to  the  comforts  of 
the  French  people.  Sugar,  cofiee,  cotton,  indigo, 
spices,  and  sunilar  commodities,  were  obtained  only 
at  such  a  price  as  confined  iheir  use  to  the  upper 
ela^se^.   By  them  so  much  was  the  want  of  sugar 
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felt,  that  the  National  Institute,  under  the  directmi 
of  Napolera,  offcffed  rewards  for  die  diaeoYkry  of  a 
labflrtitiite,  and  beet*roat  was  dedared  to  contain  the 
same  properties  as  the  sugar-cane.  The  specuiation 
was  never  reduced  to  practice;  the  small  quaiitit|r 
procured  could  not  have  reimbursed  the  projector, 
m  supplied  a  thousandth  part  at  the  pnUic  demand 
But  that  which  keenly  mortified  Napoleon  was 
the  conviction,  that  France  alone  was  deprived  of 
these  luxoriesy  while  the  other  nations  of  the  eonti- 
neot,  enjoyed  them  at  a  triiimg^  advance  of  price. 
Hence  his  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees;  hence  hisimr 
potent  threats  against  British  commerce  ;  the  confis- 
cation of  our  produce  wherever  it  could  be  found, 
nd  however  legally  imported.  This  was  a  part  of 
the  continental  system  which  he  hoped  wouicl  bring 
the  British  government  suppliant  at  his  feet :  but  the 
fallacy  of  these  hopes  was  soon  displayed  in  the 
ie*ai(^on  of  his  own  injustice;  a  strict  and  univeisal 
blockade,  as  it  regarded  liie  enemy's  colonial  pro** 
perty,  from  Memel  to  the  ports  of  llie  Adriatic^  soon 
teight  him,  that  the  loss  was  on  his  side,  and  not  on 
ours.  England  became  the  mart,  to  which  the  car* 
lymg  merchant  resorted  to  purchase  his  cargo ;  and 
France,  through  the  ports  of  her  alUes,  received  from 
us  that  colonial  produce,  which  having  in  its  transit 
confened  a  conaideiable  benefit  on  England^  went  to 

her  with  our  permission.  Here  began  a  new  cause  of 
complaint  with  the  neutral  carr  ier»  under  the  numerous 
flags  wUk  wUeh  the  states  bordering  on  the  German 
Ocean  abounded :  America  too,  which  engrossed  so 
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large  a  share  of  cdloiiial  importation,  felt,  and  loudly 

complained  of  the  injury  done  to  her  commerce. 
Engli^d  could  not  recede  from  her  rights;  if  she  did 

she  was  lost,  mid  the  crisi^^  for  her,  was  u  iearlul 

one.  .        .  ,  } 

Before  we  proceed  to  detail  the  naval  operations 
of  the  year,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  view  of 
European  politics,  and  if,  in  tracing  the  .ontiineof 
military  positions,  we  may  appear  to  depart  from  our 
proper  element,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  this  is 
no  deviation  from  our  orip^inal  plan,  but  rather  a  con- 
tinuation of  it.  A  view  of  the  contendmg  empires, 
as  to  tiieir  military  preparations,  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  shew  the  relative  value  and  effect  oi  naval 
co-operation.  Did  the  armies  of  France  cross  the 
Vistula? — a  British  fleet  met  them  in  the  Baltic  ,  did 
they  approach  the  banks  of  the  Elbe  ortheScheldt?-;- 
our  navy  cruised  on  the  dangerous  Flemish  banks,  in 
the  dead  of  winter;  if  the  states  of  Verona,  if  Istria 
or  Daimatia  were  the  scenes  of  action,  our  squadrons 
met  them  in  the  Adriatic,  with  the  harbours  and 
creeks  of  which  our  oihcers  were  as  well  acquainted 
as  the  natives  themselves. 

The  Count  de  Dumas,  in  his  JPricis  dcs  Evincmcns 
MititeareSj  vol.  zi.  p.  52,  makes  some  observations 
which  are  not  inapplicable  to  our  subject.  "  The 
emperor,  Francis  II.  renouncing  the  vain  titie  of 
emperor  of  Germany,  took  that  of  hereditary  emperor 
of  Austria.  To  this  arrane-einent  Francis  was  com- 
pelled  to  submit,  but  received  very  coldly  tiie  noti> 
fiCatipn  of  the  accession  of  the  emperor  iNiapoleon,  or 
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more  pruperiy  speaking,  bis  assuniptioa  of  the  im- 
perial CTOWD.  The  emperor  of  Roflsia  refused  to 
acknowledge  him,  nor  was  the  murder  of  the  Due 
D'Enghieu  the  only  motive  which  guided  Alexaoder 
in  this  decision ;  he  seized  with  avidity  every  oppor^ 
tUDity  of  obtaining  that  influence  in  the  afiairs  of 
Europe  which  the  house  of  Austria  had  lost  by  the 
treaty  of  Luneville.  Embracin^y  the  system  of  Ca- 
.  tharioe  II.  agreeiug  with  irlugiaud^  and  secretly 
attaehed  to  Prussia,  under  the  mask  of  neutrality,  h€t 
revived  the  hopes  of,  and  prepared  a  powerful  pro- 
tection for,  the  humbled  princes  of  Bourbon." 

In  the  eleventh  chapter  of  our  last  volume,  we  left 
the  formidable  army  of  Bonaparte  encamped  on  the 
heights  of  Boulogne,  awaiting  with  anxious  expecta- 
tion the  result  of  a  battle  between  Villeneuve  and 
Lord  Nelson ;  ready  to  cross  the  Channel  the  moment 
the  defeat  of  our  fleet  was  announced,  and  to  fulfil 
the  long  suspended  threat  of  invasion.  The  arro- 
gance and  delusion  of  such  a  project  began  to  be 
clearly  foreseen ;  the  defeat  of  the  combined  fleet  oflF 
Trafalgar  bad  no  share  in  changing  the  views  of 
Napoleon:  his  camp  was  broken  up  before  the  dis- 
astrous account  had  reached  him.  A  power^  di- 
version, which  was  planned  by  our  ministers,  began 
to  develop  itself.  The  active  preparations  of  Austria 
«id  Russia  called  the  legions  of  France  to  the  bank 
of  the  Danube :  the  object  therefore  of  Mr.  Pitt  was 
to  form  a  league  among  the  states  of  Europe,  to 
force  the  French  troops  to  evacuate  Hanover  and  the 
north  of  Germany;  to  obtain  the  inde^^endence  of 
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Holhudd  and  SwitMrland ;  the  ve-establisbinent  q{ 

the  king  of  Sardinia  iii  Piedmont ;  the  integrity  of 
the  kiDgdcnn  of  Naples;  the  evacuation  of  Italy;  and 
the  establishment  of  sudb  an  order  of  things  in 
£urope,  as  should  oppose  a  solid  barrier  to  future 
Usurpations.  The  emperor  of  Austria  declined  for 
some  time  to  become  a  party  to  this  treaty ;  but  at 
length  acceded  to  it,  as  did  also  the  king  of  Sweden* 
The  moderation  of  Francis  was  contrasted  with 
the  hostility  of  Alexander,  who  acted  under  the  in- 
stigation of  England.  Squadrons  from  Revel  and 
Cronstadt  cruised  in  the  Baltic:  another,  of  nine  sail 
of  the  line,  and  several  frigatesi  passed  the  Sound, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Mediterranean  to  join  the  fleet 
in  the  Black  Sea.  Five  expeditions  sailed  from  Se- 
bastopole,  the  finest  harbour  of  Russia  in  the  Crimea, 
passed  the  Dardanelles,  and  landed  eight  thousand 
men  in  the  Ionian  blands.  Induced  by  similitude 
of  lan^age  and  reli^on,  the  Greeks,  on  the  southern 
coast  of  iUyria,  were  shaken  in  their  allegiance  to  the 
Porte.  Russian  oflkers  formed  regular  corps  of 
MontenegnnSi  and  no  longer  concealed  their  inten- 
tion of  making,  in  concert  with  the  English,  some 
diversion  on  the  coast  ot  Lower  Italy.  The  rupture 
between  France  and  Russia  became  certain.  Ge* 
neral  Hedouville,  tiie  French  ambassador,  quitted  St 
Petersburg.  Gustavus  of  Sweden  recalled  his  mi- 
nister ftom  Paris,  without  deigning  to  answer  the 
ofticial  notification  of  the  accession  of  Napoleon  :  he 
united  himself  with  Russia  and  £ngland;  recruited 
his  marine ;  concluded  a  treaty  of  allianoe,  offensive 
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fffid  defiinsive,  wiA  the  enemies  of  France ;  and  ac«- 

i^epted  the  subsidies  offered  by  the  cabinet  oi  St. 
James's. 

The  acknowledgment  of  Napoleon  met  the  same 
nbalacles  at  Conatantiiiopley  owing  to  tha  eflbrts  of 
England.  The  Ottoman  goremment  beset  by  two 
parties,  England  and  Russia,  being  unable  to  pre** 
serve  her  neatrality,  P^c^^^  herself  under  ^  protec- 
tion of  her  ancient  nva.1 ;  and  the  Bospliorus  was 
^rown  open  to  the  naval  forces  and  convoys  of 
Rnasia.  She  refused  to  acknowledge  Napoleon;  and 
Marshal  Brune,  who  notified  his  elevation,  received 
only  cold  compliments ;  and,  after  six  months'  firuito 

less  application,  unable  to  obtain  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  new  credentials,  demanded  his  passports^ 
and  quitted  Constantinople. 

The  Count  de  Dumas  says  (vol.  ii.  p.  89),  Pressed 
hy  the  inmiinence  of  the  danger,  the  English  go* 
vernment  redoubled  its  efforts  and  its  sacrifices  to 
induce  the  great  powers  to  declare  against  France. 
The  emperor  Alexander  had,  on  the  II  th  of  April, 
1805,  signed  a  treaty  with  England,  which"  (says 
the  connt,  p.  81),  no  longer  occupied  with  her  own 
defence,  recommenced  oflhnsive  operations  at  all 
points,  drew  into  her  policy  all  the  sovereigns  of  Eu- 
rope, scattering  among  them  her  gold,  and  the  cala^ 
mities  of  war,'*  In  a  demi-official  answer  to  the  de- 
claration of  the  allied  powers,  the  ministers  of  JNapo^ 
leon  declared,  that  France  bad  as  much  right  to 
prescribe  limits  to  the  conquest  of  Russia,  as  Russia 
had  to  France,  Afker  the  partition  of  Poland,  Franca 
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had'dL  right  to  Belgium,  and  the  left  bank  of  the 

Rhine.  Russia  took  the  Crimea,  Caucasus,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Phasis.  France  had  a  right  to  an  equi- 
valent in  Europe ;  her  interest  and  her  self-preserva- 
tion demanded  it.  Let  the  powers  of  Europe  place  at 
the  disposal  of  congress  all  they  have  taken  within 
the  last  fifty  years ;  let  Poland  be  re-established ;  let 
Venice  be  restored  to  the  senate;  Trinidad  to  Spain ; 
Ceylon  to  Holland ;  the  Crimea  to  the  Porte  ;  let 
Russia  renounce  the  Phasis  and  the  Bosphorus^  re* 
store  Caucasus  and  Georgia ;  let  Persia  breathe  after 
so  many  mislortunes  ;  let  the  empire  of  the  Mahrat- 
tas  and  the  Mysore  be  restored,  and  be  ho  longer 
the  exclusive  property  of  Enjj^land  ;  then,  and  not 
jbefore,  France  will  return  to  her  ancient  limits/' 
Neither  the  emperor  of  Russia,  nor  the  king  of  Eng^ 
land,  feeling  disposed  to  listen  to  such  pretensions, 
Mr.  Pitt  raised  a  third  coalition,  in  which  Russia, 
England,  and  Sweden,  were  the  firJ5t  to  join.  Austria 
hesitated  too  long ;  but  at  length  acceded.^  Prussia 
stood  neuter,  and  declared  she  would  remain  so ; 
but  her  neutrality  was  of  a  timid,  cautious,  and  even 
treacherous  character,  which,  whether  in  nations  or 
individuals,  is  sure  to  be  visited  with  vengeance  or 
contempt.  The  elector  of  Bavaf  ia  threw  himself  at 
once  into  the  arms  of  France. 

The  Aulic  council  had  placed  its  grand  army,  of 
eighty  thousand  men,  in  Swabia,  and  gave  the  com* 
mand  to  General  Mack,  whose  character  seems  to 
have  been  justly  appreciated  by  the  great  Nelson. 
J^apoleon,  turning  from  the  Ocean  to  the  Rhine^ 
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appenrcd  at  Strasburgh  on  the  29th  of  September, 
preceded  by  bis  best  generals^  Murat»  Mey,  Mar- 
moot,  and  Davoast ;  the  latter  with  the  army  from 
Boulogne.  These  corps  crossed  the  Rhiae  betweea 
the  27tb  and  the  Ist  of  October,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Huningen,  Spires,  Strasburgh,  and  May- 
encCj  and  n  arched  towards  Aschaiienburg.  Berni* 
dotted  with  sixty-three-  thousand  men,  violated,  the 
neutrality  of  Prussia,  by  passing  through  Anspach, 
on  his  way  from  Wurtzburgh ;  this  movement,  the 
Count  de  Dumas  ealk  an  inevitable  violation,  a 
coup  de  maUre.  Against  this,  the  king  of  Prussia 
jfeebly  remonstrated,  and  permitted  a  Russian  army 

to  pass  through  Silesia,  to  join  the  allies  in  Svvabia  : 
had  he  resolutely  supported  this  measure,  by  a  de- 
daration  of  war,-  and  an  order  for  his  own  troops  tb 
join  the  allies,  he  would  have. saved  himself  and.  his 
country  from  disgrace  and  ruin. .  ' 

GustavuB  IV.  king  of  Sweden,  accepted  of  a  Brir 
tish  subsidy,  and  placed. an  army  of  twelve. thour 
sand  men  in  Pomerania,  under  the  orders  of  the  Rns- 
sian  General  Count  Tolstoy,  who,  with  twenty-four 
diousand  Russians,  was  to  dispossess  Prussia. of 
Hiinover,  which  she  so  dishonourably  held,  by  the 
permission  of  Napoleon,  as  the  price  of  a  base 
neutrality.  This  army  was  conducted  to  Stralsoid, 
whence,  on  the  20th  of  October,  it  set  out  through 
Mecklenburgh  to  join  the  Hanoverian  Legion  raised 
in  England,  Mack  concentrated  his  forces  on 
either  bank  of  the  Danube,  in  and  about  Ulm ;  Na- 
poleon crossed  the  Rhine  on  .the  1st  of  October; 
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Dftvousty  on  the  Qtih  crotsed  liie  Danube  at  Mew- 
burgh;  and  Munich  was  entered  by  Bemadotte. 
Soult  crossed  at  Donawert,  aJD»d  marched  upon  Augs* 
bai^,  which  he  enteied  on  the  9th.  ThiM  wm  a 
junction  effected  by  tliose  skilful  warriors,  and  one 
hundred  thofuand  sddieiVi  ahnost  at  the  same  heur, 
appeared  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Danube.  The 
effect  of  these  movements  was  to  cut  oft  the  retreat 
of  the  Austrian  amy  into  Bavaria,  and  enclose  it  In 
Swabia,  between  the  mountains  of  the  Tyrol  and 
Ihe  Danube.  The  Marshals  Ney,  Lannes,  and  Mu^ 
rat,  with  their  corps,  joined  the  army  of  Napoleon, 
whose  head-quarters  were  at  Donawert ;  Murat  was 
sent  with  seven  thousand  eavalry  to  cross  the  Lech, 
snd  cut  off  the  communication  between  Ulni  and 
Augsburg.   Diseoneerted  by  the  rapidity  of  these 

movements,  M^ck  found  himself  suddenly  surrounded, 

without  a  hope  of  relief,  except  from  the  Russians 
under  Kntueoff,  calculated  by  the  sagacious  Napo- 
leon to  be  at  that  time  one  month's  march  from  the 
scene  of  action*   Gunaburg  was  taken,  and  twelve 

thousand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners. 
The  Archduke  Ferdinand,  and  General  Mack,  with 
fiAy*frre  thousand  men,  shut  themsetres  up  in  UIoi 
and  its  suburbs.  Ney  defeated  the  Austrians  at 
Ecklingen ;  the  city  became  completely  smwunded 
and  invested,  an  attack  was  made,  and  the  French 
repulsed,  when  Bonaparte  looking  down  from  the 
heights  of  Miehaelsbiirg,  ordered  his  troops  to  fall 
back,  out  of  the  r^ch  of  fire,  while  they  loudly 
damottied  to  be  led  te  iIm»  assault.   The  cily  was 
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alreftdycirywded  wMi  move  troops  than  were  oeces* 

my  for  its  defence.  The  Archduke  Ferdinand 
marched  oat  with  twenty^fiTe  duKMand  men,  but 
pursued  by  Mural,  lost  neai  iy  the  whole  of  them. 
Mack,  finding  resuitance  tueleis,  sumndered  on 
Ae  19di  of  October:  thirty  tfaooaand  men  marched 
out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  ilung  their  armi 
indignantly  from  them.  Napoleon^  aeated  bf  n 
bivouac  fire,  ou  the  piauacle  of  a  rock,  surrounded 
hf  his  staff,  saw.  for  five  hoors,  the  garrison  defile 
Zfore  him.  It  was  on  this  oci«ion  iTpridc  and 
inecdence  dictated  that  celebrated  speech,  which  the 
▼ietory  of  Trafalgar,  gamed  only  two  days  after, 
turned  into  a  bye-word  of  contempt  and  derision 
^  I  want  nothing  mom  on  ^  coDtinent,!  waastonlyr 
ships,  commerce,  and  colonies  ! ! ! "  The  unexpected 
snccess  of  the  French  arms  alarmed  the  Aulic  coun- 
cil, which  now  looked  with  anxiety  for  the  junoCioB 
of  Kutuzoff  with  Mack  and  the  Archduke  Ferdinand, 
whom  they  songhtto  reinforce  by  all  the  means  hi  thek 
power.  The  Archduke  Charles,  who  with  the  Aus- 
trian army  m  Italy  had  received  orders  to  cross  Uio 
Adige  and  the  Mincio,  and  lay  siege  to  Mantua,  was 
suddenly  stopped,  mid  directed  to  detach  the  whole 
Kit  his  infimtry  through  the  Tyrol,  to  join  the  Arch- 
duke  Ferdinand ;  but  this  was  prevented  by  the 
French,  and  the  Archduke  Charles  remained  on  the 
left  bank  of  die  Adig^e,  between  Verona  and  Legnaao. 
On  the  28th  of  October,  Massena  received  the  news 
of  the  capitalntion  of  Ulm :  the  terrible  battle  of  Cal- 
diero  succeeded ;  the  Austrians  were  beaten,  and  the 
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Archduke,  eiiected  his  retreat  through  Vicenza,  hgiit— 
iiig  his  way  for  three  days  successively,  ubtil  the'4th, 
of  Navenaber,  when  he  crossed  the  Brenta  aud  the 
Piave,  pursued  by  the  intrepid  Massena,  until  the 
French  halted  at  Treviso.    The  Archduke,  forced 
to  abandon  the  Venetian  States,  left  at  the  same  time 
a,  very  strong  garrison  in  Venice^  tinder  Greneral 
Bellegarde,  aad  pursued  his  way  to  the  Tagliamento^ 
trith  the  hope  of  joining  the  Russians  in  Upper  Aus- 
tria.   Massena  came  up  with  him  at  the  bridge  of 
Vaivasone^  and  partially  defeated  him.  .The  Arch- 
duke arrived  at  bonzo,  about  the  13th  of  November; 
the  Russian  army,  under  Kutuzofi',  had  in  the  mean 
time  reached  the  Inn;  the  Archduke  used  every^ 
effort  to  join  him.    Bonaparte  at  Augsburg,  watched' 
^d  skilfully  counteracted  these  movements.  On: 
ihe  24th  of  October,  he  was  at  Munich :  his  army 
inarched  the  next  day  towards  the  Inn.    Ney  was. 
ordered  to  conquer  the  Tyrol.   The  army  of  Ang«i-- 
reau,  which  was  to  have  been  embarked  at  Brest,  on 
board  the  squadron  of  Gantheaume,  was  directed  to- 
support  him:  this,  which  was  called  the  seventh 
corps,  had,  like  that  from  Boulogne,  gone  through 
France,  and  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Huningen.  Prus- 
sia, after  the  violation  of  its  neutrality,  had  become 
inimical  to  France.   The  £mperor  Alexander  went 
to  Berlin,  and  Frederick  consenting  to  enter  the 
coalition,  the  treaty  of  Potsdam  was  signed  on  the 
3d  of  November.   Alexander  and  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia, joining  their  hands  at  midnight  on  the  tomb  of 
the  great  Fred^ick^  swore,  an  eternal  friendship^ 
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Early  in  November,  the  emperor  Alexandei ,  quitting 
Berlin,  passed  through  Saxony  and  Bohemia  to 
Bnmn  in  Moraviay  where  he  found  the  Emperor 
Francis.  Having  excited  his  hopes,  and  with  him 
concerted  further  operations,  he  set  off  to  join  hia 
second  army  in  Gallicia.  It  was  late  in  November 
beiore  Lord  Harrowby  arrived  at  Berlin  with  full 
powers  to  regulate  the  payment  of  subsidies.  Bona^ 
parte  allowed  no  time  to  mature  these  combinations, 
but  crossed  the  Inn  in great  force;  and  on  the29thand 

30th  of  November,  the  wliole  French  army,  having 
gained  possession  of  Brannau  and  Altheim,  prepared 
a  flotilla  to  cross  the  Danube,  under  the  direction  of 
an  able  sea  officer.  The  bridge  of  Lintz  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Murat,  and  the  allies  retreated  until  they 

reached  the  gates  of  Vienna.    Marshal  Ney  having 

entirely  powewed  himaelf  of  the  Tyrol,  and  entered 
Inspruck,  Dupont  was  ordered  to  quit  Passau,  and 

to  move  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube  towards 
Vienna,  supported  by  Maiahal  Lannes. 

Napoleon,  holding  his  court  at  Lintz,  decreed  the 
formation  of  the  army  of  the  North,  under  the  orders  of 
Prince  Louis,  his  brother,  and  conunanded  theSpanish 
division  of  twelve  thousand  men,  under  Romana,  to 
pass  through  France,  and  repair  to  Lubeck.  The 
army  of  Kutuzoti  coming  out  of  Bavaria,  down  the 
right  bank  of  the  Danube,  fought  its  way  with  valour, 
and  gave  the  French  a  bloody  day  at  Amstettin  and 
Mariazell.  Crossing  theriver  again  at  thenoble  bridge 
of  Khrems,  Kntuzoff  came  to  the  left  bank»  and  the 
bridge,  the  finest  on  the  river,  was  burnt  Murat 
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gained  the  bridge  of  the  Danube  at  Vienna  by 

treachery.  The  Emperor  Fraiicii>  retreated  to  Bruaa ; 
the  French  entered  Vienna  on  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  Napoleon  made  his  head-qnarters  at  the 
palace  of  »Sciioenbruuii.  la  six  weeks  from  the  day  on 
which  hecroased  the  Rhine,  he  had  gained  poeseMton 
of  the  capital  of  the  German  empire.  About  the  same 
time  that  the  French  were  victorious  on  the  Danube, 
lifassena  still  pursued  the  Archduke  Charles,  who, 
having  re-crossed  the  Tagliamtato,  evacuated  Palma 
Nova  and  Udino,  crossed  the  Isomsa,  and  entering 
Caruioia,  entiiely  evacuated  Italy,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  of  the  city  of  Venice.  The  French  in 
possession  of  Leghorn  prepared  for  a  siege,  while  an 
army  of  British  and  Russian  troops  of  twenty-four 
thousand  men,  assembled  in  Sicily  to  invade  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  at  that  time  bound  in  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  France.  The  French  took  possession 
of  Trieste  on  the  19th  of  November,  driving*  out  the 
Austrian  garrison,  which  followed  the  route  of  the 
Archduke  Charies.  General  St.  C3nr  having  left 
Leghorn  in  October,  went  to  Ancoua  and  Pescara, 
then  threatened  by  the  Russians  in  the  Seven  Islands. 
Having  provided  for  the  security  of  these  places,  he 
retui;:ned  to  the  blockade  of  Venice,  and  defeated  a 
gallant  attempt  of  the  Prince  de  Rohan,  who,  vrith 
ten  thousand  Austrians^  had  woudcrfuUy  escaped  out 
of  the  Tyrol,  in  hopes  to  raise  the  siege  of  that  place; 
but  the  Archduke  Charles  havingmarched  toLaybach, 
and  his  brother  the  Archduke  John  to  Klagenfurth, 
Bellegarde  evacuated  Venice,  and  with  his  division 
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joined  them  at  PreTaM.  The  French  entered  Fiume, 
and  remained  completely  masters  of  Upper  Italy,  and 
bodi  shores  of  the  Adriatic.  Mr.  Pitt  had  in  the 
meau  time  been  preparing  another  diversion  for  the 
French  armies  in  Italy:  he  contrived  that  a  body  of 
English  and  Russian  troops  should  land  in  the  bay 
of  NapleSi  supported  by  a  strung  squadron  of  our 
ships  of  war. 

On  the  promulgutiou  of  the  King  of  Prussia's 
decree  for  shutting  the  ports  of  the  German  Ocean 
against  the  English,  dated  28th  of  March,  180G,  his 
firitanmc  Majesty,  who  had  borne  with  patience  the 
invaston  of  his  Electoral  dominions,  caused  an  im- 
mediate embargo  to  be  laid  on  all  Prussian  vessels 
in  the  ports  of  his  empire;  and  on  the  16th  of  May, 
an  order  in  council  was  issued,  by  which  the  ports 
of  the  contment,  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  inclusively, 
were  directed  to  be  blockaded.  But  this  order  was 
more  formidable  in  appearance  than  reality ;  the 
exceptions  were  too  numerous,  and  so  weakened  the 
whole,  as  to  leave  naval  officers  in  much  doubt  and 
perpiexify ;  the  order  did  twt  extend  to  property  not 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  or  not  being  contraband  of 
war,  except  to  the  ports  from  Ostend  to  the  river 
Seine  (inclusively),  which  no  vessels  were  permitted 
to  enter.  Other  places  they  were  only  permitted  to 
enter,  under  the  certainty  of  their  not  having  loaded 
at  an  enemy's  port;  nor  could  a  vessel  sailing  from 
any  of  these  ports  be  permitted  to  pass,  unless  bound 
to  a  friendly  port,  and  affording  proof  of  not  having 
violated  the  blockade.    In  the  course  of  the  year, 
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exceptioiiB  were  granted  to  the  Elbe  and  Weser, 

the  blockades  of  which  were  raised.  Prussia  was 
allowed  to  import  into  France  articles  of  innocent 
merchandise :  indulgences  were  granted  to  the 
Spanish  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  trading  to  our 
colonies ;  and  Spain  was  permitted  to  be  supplied 
with  grain.  The  questions  of  maritime  right  and 
blockade  became  more  complicated  than  ever;  and 
finally  involved  us  in  a  war  with  America,  which 
ended  without  settling  the  disputed  points. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  detail  of  Naval  opera* 
tions.  The  important  events  of  1805|  left  us  no 
room  to  notice  in  the  third  volume,  the  BuoceBsfiil 
cruise  of  Rear-admiral  Allemande,  who,  with  the 
Rochefort  squadron,  early  in  that  year,  had  sailed 
from  Basque  Roads,  and  committed  most  serious 
ravages  on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain.  He 
captured,  in  September,  the  Calcutta,  of  54  guns, 

and  350  men,  comiiidiided  by  Capt.  D.  WoodrifF. 
This  gallant  officer  was  returning  home  from  St-* 
Helena,  with  the  Indus,  East  Indiaman,  and  four 
whalers  under  his  convoy.  Being  chased  by  five 
sail  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  Nelson  s  counsel,  "  Let  themsinkyou,  but  do  not 
let  them  touch  a  hmi  of  the  head  of  one  of  your 
convoy*'  (See  vol.  iii.  p*  434),  Captain  Woodriff 
sought  first  the  safety  of  the  charge  confided  to 
him ;  he  threw  himself  between  the  chasing  ships 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  British  merchant  vessels; 
engaged  the  Armide,  a  frigate  of  44  guns  and  350 
men,  and  afterwards  the  Magnanime,  of  74  guns^ 
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for  fifty  minutes;  having  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  until  all  his  convoy,  except  one  brig 
from  the  West  Indies^  were  in  safety,  and  hading 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  squadron  approach- 
ing,  his  ship  disabled,  and  of  course  no  prospect  of 
escape^  Capt  Woodriff  surrendered.   On  his  re- 
lam  from  France  he  was  hononrably  acquitted  by 
the  senteuceof  a  court-martial.  Admiral  Aliemande 
took  many  other  valuable  prizes,  besides  the  Cal* 
cutta.    He  captured  a  British  sloop  of  war,  and 
fifty-two  sail  of  merchant  vessels  of  different 
nations ;  for  the  French  were  never  very  scrupu- 
lous on  the  article  of  neutrality.  He  landed  about 
ij^  thousand  two  hundred  prisoners  in  the  month 
of  December,  at  the  isle  of  Aix,  after  a  cruise  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  days,  during  which  the 
value  of  property  taken  from  Great  Britain  only  is 
said  to  have  amounted  to  750,000/. 
The  squadron  of  Aliemande  consisted  o^ 

Gum,     Men,  Commanders*  • 

Admiral  Zscharie  Jaques  Theo- 
dore Aliemande. — First 

*         WUhmmef.  -Scoood 

Ditto*  Chailea  Aogiitte 
Fontre. 

70O  Csptsin  Pienc  Fnmcoit  Violettc. 


700 

700 


Le  Magnaoime    74>  < 

Lc  Lioiii*  ••••••  74* 

Le  Jemappe  •  •  •  74* 

Le  Souffreia  •  •  •  74*  •  •  700 

L'Amide  44*  360 

La  Gloiie  •  •  •  •  •  44*  860 

LaTbetis  44*  850 

Le  P&Uneure  •  •  IB.  •  •  120 

LeSylpbe-****  18«**  120 


E.  J.  N.  SoleiJ. 
J.  N.  PeUit. 
A.  Gilles  Fronde. 
A,  F.  LoveiL 
E.  M.  L  BoiMuni. 
I,  Pinsoo. 
P.  F.  Jaucc. 
J.  h  i.  LaDgioU. 
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lu  the  beginumg  of  the  year  1806,  Admiral 
Comwallis  held  Gantheaume  blocked  up  in  the 
harbour  of  Brest,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
the  French  Admiral  never  was  able  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  our  fleets,  and  escape  by  sea  from  that 
port.  Ue  went  some  time  after  by  land  to  Toulon, 
where  he  took  the  command;  and,  although  he  did 
get  to  sea  from  thence,  never  did  any  thing  worthy 
of  commemoration.  For  thirteen  months  the  inde- 
fatigable Cornwallis  kept  his  station  oif  Brest;  but 
in  the  month  of  February,  1806,  the  £arl  of  St. 
Vincent  was  ordered  by  His  Majesty,  in  person, 
to  hoist,  the  Union  at  the  Main,  and  take  the  com- 
mand  of  the  Channel  fleet.  His  Lordship  obeyCd 
the  royal  commands  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  on 
the  12th  sailed  in  the  Hibernia,  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  guns,  for  his  station  off  Ushant.  He  had 
under  his  command  two  and  forty  sail  of  the  line, 
and  fifteen  frigates,  besides  sloops,  and  other  small 
vessels.  He  immediately  detached  Rear-Admiral 
*  Sir  Richard  Strachan  in  the  Ceesar,  with  six  sail 
of  the  line,  to  watch  Ferrol,  and  to  intercept  the 
squadron  expected  home  under  the  command  of 
Willaumez.  Captain  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  in  the 
Barfleur,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  was  ordered  with 
four  other  ships  of  the  line  to  cruise  .for  the  same 
purpose  fifty  leagues  west  of  Belleisle;  Rear- 
admiral  £liab  Uarvey  was  sent,  with  a  squadron, 
off  Cape  Finisterre.  Captains  Lawlbrd  of  the 
Impetueux,  and  Oliver  of  the  Mars,  were  ordered 
to  anchor  off  the  Black  Rocks ;  a  ci:owd  of  small 
vessels  were  kept  in  shore  to  watch  and  report  the 
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sligrhtest  movement  of  the  enemy  from  Uebant  to 
Biiboa.  One  great  object  of  this  vigilance  was  to 
intercept  the  supply  of  provisions  from  the  cot- 
ports  reaching  the  French  fleet  in  Brest.  Admiral 
ComwaUis  served  under  Earl  St.  Vincent,  as 
second  in  coraraand ;  and  never  was  the  British 
fleet  in  every  respect  better  otiicered,  manned,  and 
equipped. 

In  our  account  of  the  iSaval  transactiuns  of  the 
preceding  year,  we  left  the  French  Admiral  Linois 
off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  after  his  unsuccessful 
attack,  and  fortunate  escape  from  ISir  Thomas 
Trowbridge,  in  the  Blenheim.  Returning  from 
India  in  the  Marengo,  with  the  Belle  Poule,  a 
large  frigate,  M.  linois  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
encounter  a  squadron  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
admixal  Sir  J*  B.  Warren,  who  had  his  Hag  in  the 
Foudroyant,  of  eighty-four  guns.  The  London,  of 
ninety-eight  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Sir 
H.  B.  JNeale,  the  jRamillies,  seventy-four,  Captain 
F.  Pickmore,  and  the  Amazon  fripfate,  Captain 
W.Parker,  With  some  other  ships,  were  in  company. 
On  the  13tb  March,  at  half-past  three  in  the  mom- 
ing,  the  London  bemg  to  windward,  got  sight  of 
the  enemy,  and  gave  tiie  requisite  information,  by 
signal,  to  the  Admiral,  who  immediately  went  in 
chase.  The  London  soon  brought  the  Marengo  to 
actioDj  and  as  daylight  appeared,  they  were  seen 
in  dose  conflict;  while  Captain  Parker,  in  the 
Amazon,  was  equally  fortunate  with  the  Belle 
Poule.  The  ship  oi  the  line  havnig  nobly  contended 
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with  the  London^  surrendered,  on  receiving  a  few 
broadsides  from  the  Ramillies;  and  the  Belle 
Poule  m  tea  minutes  after,  to  the  Amazon.  The 
Marengo  mounted  seventy-four  guns,  and  had 
seven  hundred  and  forty  men;  the  Belle  Poule 
forty*four  guns,  with  three  hundred  and  twenty 
men.  The  London  had  eleven  men  killed  and 
jGAeen  wounded :  the  Amazon  lost  her  hrst  lieu- 
tenant*  Richard  Sey mour,  an  officer  of  unconmion 
professional  merit;  also,  her  lieutenant  of  marines, 
Mr.  Edward  Prior,'  and  two  seamen;  five  more 
were  wounded.  The  loss  on  board  the  captured 
ships,  though  not  stated,  was  very  severe.  Linois 
was  himself  wounded.  He  was  on  the  ^rhole  a 
most  unfortunate  officer:  his  victory  at  Algeziras,  if 
such  it  may  be  called,  in  1801,  was  more  the  effect 
of  accident  than  skill ;  and  in  every  subsequent 
attack  or  engagement,  whether  with  the  Centuriou 
on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  the  £ast  India  fleet 

* 

off  Pulo  A'or^  or  with  the  London  off  the  Western 

Islands,  Linois  was  universally  defeated.  In  this 
last  action  he  shewed  much  bravery,  and  yielded 

to  superior  numbers.  On  his  arrival  in  England, 
(unwilling  to  trust  himself  in  the  presence  of 
Napole<m)  he  retired  on  his  parole  to  Bath,  where 
he  remained  a  considerable  time;  but  having  at 
length  made  hia  peace  with  the  Emperori  he  re-* 
.  turned  to  France. 

In  detailing  the  actions  of  single  or  detached 
ships,  those  of  the  Pallas,  or  the  Imperieuse, 
commanded  by  that  distinguished  and  promising 


Digitized  by  Google 


im.]  CUANNSJU  25 

officer,  Lord  Cochrane,  stand  pre-eminent.  The 

career  of  this  young  nobleman  had  been  marked 
by  a  series  of  actions,  us^iil  to  his  country,  and 
honourable  to  himself.  Their  value  was  always 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  skill  and  judgment  with 
which  they  were  executed ;  the  eflfect  of  this  was 
particularly  observable  on  reference  to  his  lists  of 
killed  and  wounded.  No  officer  ever  attempted 
or  succeeded  in  more  arduous  enterprises,  with  so 
little  loss.  In  his  attacks  on  the  enemy,  the 
character  of  ^'vigilans  et  audax**  was  entirely 
his.  Before  he  fired  a  shot,  he  reconnoitered  in 
person,  took  soundings  and  bearings,  passed  whole 
nights  in  his  boats  under  the  enemy's  batteries; 
his  lead  line  and  spy  glass  incessantly  at  work. 
Another  fixed  principle  with  this  officer  was,  nevet 
to  allow  his  boats  to  be  unprotected  by  his  ship, 
if  it  were  possible  to  lay  her  within  reach  of  the 
olqect  of  attack.  With  the  wind  on  shore,  he 
would  veer  one  of  his  boats  in  by  a  bass  halser 
(an  Indian  rope  made  of  grass,  which  is  so  light  as 
to  float  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  water) :  by  this  means 
he  established  a  communication  with  the  ship,  and 
in  case  of  a  reverse  or  check,  the  boats  were  hove 

off  by  the  capstaOj  while  the  people  in  them  had 
only  to  attend  to  the  use  of  their  weapons. 

At  the  breaking  oat  of  the  Spanish  war,  in  1 806^ 
his  lordship  was  appointed  to  the  Pallas,  a  new 
frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  which  he  fitted  for  sea, 
and  manned  with  a  celerity  peculiar  to  himself,  at 
a  time  when  seamen  for  other  ships  could  rarely 
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be  procured.  Having  got  off  the  Westem  Islands, 

be  sooa  returned  to  Plymouth,  with  prizes  to  an 
enonnoas  amount  In  April,  1806,  Lord  Cochrane 

was  stationed  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  under  the 
orders  of  Vice-admiral  Thornborough.  Off  the 
Gironde  he  obtained  information  of  an  enemy's 
corvette  being  in  the  mouth  of  that  river :  after 
dark  in  the  evening  of  th6  5th  of  April,  he  an- 
chored his  ship  close  to  the  Cordouan  ligbt-house, 
and  sending  his  boats  in,  they  boarded  the  vessel, 
and  brought  her  out,  although  she  lay  twenty 
miles  above  the  intricate  shoals^  and  within  two 
heavy  batteries.  This  enterprise  was  conducted 
by  Lieutenant  Ilaswell  of  the  Pallas :  daylight, 
and  the  tide  of  iiood  ibund  this  gallant  officer,  and 
his  prize,  stiU  within  the  probability  of  recapture. 
Another  French  corvette,  weighed,  pursued,  and 
brought  him  to  action,  but  was  defeated,  and  only 
saved  from  capture  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide. 
The  prize  which  had  been  so  nobly  acquired,  and 
so  bravely  defended,  was  called  La  Tapageuse, 
mounted  fourteen  long  twelve  pounders,  and  had 
ninety-five  men. 

While  the  officers  and  a  part  of  the  ship  s  com- 
pany of  the  Pallas  were  away  on  this  duty.  Lord 
Cochrane  perceived  three  vessels  approaching 
him.  He  weighed,  chased,  and  drove  them  all  on 
shore;  and  with  the  injury  only  of  three  men 
wounded,  furnished  to  the  admiral  the  following 
surprising  result  of  this  enterprise :— 
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Vetsels  taken — La  Tapagcutc,  14  guns,  95  men. 
 La  Pomone.  (a  mercbaDt  Urig). 

-  Another  ditto  (burat). 

—  ■  -  '     And  two  chttae  mare^. 

Veasela  wrecked — La  Malicieiue  •  •  18  guns. 

 Imperial*  24  guus. 

 Imperial,  (also)  a  ship  of  ^12  guu§. 

■  And  a  chime  mare^. 

In  the  month  of  May  foUowing,  his  lordship 
finding  himself  much  annoyed  by  the  signal  posts 
on  the  French  coast,  conTeying  inteUigence  of  all 
his  movemeuts,  determined  to  interrupt  their 
eommanication.  He  landed  and  destroyed  twa  at 
Pointe  de  la  Roche  ;  one  at  Caliola ;  and  one  at 
Ance  de  Repos ;  the  flags  were  aU  brought  away ; 
the  houses  burnt;  the  batteries  destroyed ;  guns 
spiked,  and  shells  thrown  into  the  sea.  The  bat- 
tery and  signal  post  of  TEquillon,  shared  the  same 
fete.  After  these  exploits  the  Pallas  cruised  off 
risie  d'Aix,  when,  on  the  14th  of  May,  a  frigate 
and  three  brigs  came  out  to  engage  her,  and  a 
smart  action  against  this  unequal  force  took  place, 
under  the  fire  of  their  own  batteriea,  while  the 
Pallas  was  working  to  windward  among  the  shoals 
ofthePertius  D'Antioche:  the  action  had  con- 
tinued from  half-past  eleven  till  one  o'clock.  One 
of  the  brigs  was  disabled ;  and  the  Pallas,  by  the 
skill  and  courage  of  her  captain,  having  got  be- 

twecn  the  frigate  and  the  battery  of  Aix,  gave  her 
a  few  vigorous  broadsides,  which  silenced  her  hre, 
and  then  ran  her  on  board ;  the  guns  of  the  PaOaa 
were  driven  in  by  the  shock,  she  also  carried 
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away  her  jib-boom,  fore  and  main  top-sail  yards, 
sphtpsaii  yard,  bumpkin^  cathead,  cbaiuplates,  fore- 
rigging,  and  bower  anchor;  ''with  which  last," 
says  his  lordship,  '*I  intended  to  hook  him/*  Yet, 
with  his  ship  a  perfectly  helpless  wreck,  he  still 
would  have  made  another  effort,  but  two  more  fri- 
gates  being  sent  out  by  the  admiral,  the  hero  re- 
tired to  the  offing  to  repair  his  damages,  with  the 
Joss  of  only  one  man  killed,  and  two  wounded. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  orders  were  received  to 
detain  and  bring  in,  provisionally,  all  Prussian 
Teasels :  this  measure  was  dictated  by  the  strange 
Tacillating  policy  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  Frederick 
III.  as  alluded  to  in  a  former  part  of  this  chapter* 

On  the  1 1th  of  June,  Sir  Samuel  Hood  was  sent, 
in  the  Centaur  of  seventy-four  guns,  to  relieve 
Rear-admiral  Thomborough,  in  the  Pertius  D'An-* 
tioche.  On  the  17th,  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  with 
six  sail  of  the  line  and  some  frigates,  was  left  off 
Brest,  while  Lord  St  Vincent  and  Admiral  Com^ 
wallis  retnrned  into  port.  His  lordship  arrived  at 
Spithead  in  the  Hibemia,  and,  on  the  23d  of 
June,  attended  the  Privy  Council,  in  London,  still 
retaining  his  command,  and  issuing  orders  to  the 
fleet.  He  returned  to  Portsmouth  on  the  dd  of 
July,  hoisted  his  flag  again  in  the  Hibemia,  and 
sailed  immediately  for  his  station.  On  his  arrivid 
off  Brest,  he  detached  Captain  Keats  with  six  sail 
of  the  line  to  relieve  Rear-admiral  Stirling,  on  the 
station  which  had  been  occupied  by  Sir  Joseph 
Yorke,  Mty  leagues  westward  of  Belleisle.  The 
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minmer  passed  away  wilh  Tery  few  naval  occiif- 

rences  of  any  note.  Many,  indeed,  could  not  be 
expected,  after  the  di&asters  experienced  by  the 
enemy  in  the  preceding  winter. 

Captain  the  honourable  Charles  Paget»  in  the 
Egjfptienne,  had,  in  the  month  of  March,  sent  his 
boats  into  the  harbour  of  Mnros,  whence  they  cut 
out,  by  boarding  under  the  batteries,  alargeirigate- 
'  built  privataer,  pierced  for  thirty-four  guns :  the 
aflair  was  conducted  by  Captaiu  Handfield,  who, 
having  been  first  lieutenant  of  the  Egy  ptienne,  had 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander,  and 
volunteered  his  services  on  this  occasion. 

Rear-admiral  EUab  Harvey  held  the  command 
of  the  squadron  off  Cape  Finisterre.  Captain 
G*  R.  Collier,  in  the  Minerva  of  thirty-two  guns, 
(one  of  the  siquadron)  had  the  duty  of  watching 
the  enemy  between  Ferrol  and  Vigo.  On  the  23d 
of  June  he  sent  his  boats  into  Finisterre-bay,  under 

the  command  of  Lieutenant  William  Howe  Mul- 

caster,  who  landed  and  stormed  a  fort  of  eight 
guns,  twenty-four  and  twelye  pounders,  carried 
it,  with  the  pike  and  bayonet,  before  the  guard 
could  raise  the  drawbridge,  or  discharge  a  twelve 
pounder,  which  they  had  placed  opposite  to  the 
gate.  Having  spiked  the  guns.  Lieutenant  Mul- 
caster  brought  out  five  Spanish  luggers,  loaded 
with  wine,  for  the  fleet  in  Ferrol,  and  returned  to 
his  ship  without  a  man  hurt.  Commodore  Sir 
Samud  Hood  was  off  Rochefort  in  the  Cen- 
taur^ of  aeventy-four  guns,  and  by  his  officers  and 
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boats'  crewsy  another  brilliant  enterprise  was  per-* 
feimed.  The  Giionde,  or  moath  of  the  river  at 
Bordeaux^  takes  that  name  only  irom  the  con* 
fluence  of  the  Dordogne,  and  the  Garrone^  a  little 
below  the  city ;  it  is  full  of  dangerous  shoals,  ren- 
dered still  more  so,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  stream. 
This  river  and  the  city  of  Bordeaux,  form  the  great 
mart  of  trade,  between  France  and  America; 
and  an  intercourse  mutually  advantageous  was 
carried  on  by  means  of  fast  sailing  vessels,  in 
the  constructioni  and  management  of  whichi  the 
Americans  are  peculiarly  skilful,  and  expert. 
Schooners  of  one  hundred  and  hity  or  two  hundred 
tcma,  have  been  known  to  convey  from  France  in 
one  voyage,  to  the  value  of  60^000/.  sterling  in 
jewellery^  clocks,  watches,  silks^  laces,  wines, 
brandy,  oil  of  olives,  and  drugs.  These,  on  their 
return  voyages,  frequently  rewarded  the  labour  of 
our  cruisers :  their  cargo  from  America  consisted 
usually  of  tobacco,  cotfee,  flour,  rice,  and  cotton, 
111  Ihe  month  of  July,  two  corvettes  were  lying 

in  the  Gironde,  with  a  large  convoy  of  traders;  and 
the  Commodore  gave  permission  to  Captain  J.  T. 
Rodd,  of  the  Indefatigable,  to  cut  them  out  if 
possible.  For  this  purpose  each  ship  in  the  squa- 
dron furnished  a  boat  well  manned :  all  assembled 

alongside  the  Indefatigable,  and  the  comniaiul  of 
them  was  given  to  Lieutenant  £.  R.  Sibley,  first 
of  the  Centaur,  who,  proceeding  to  Verdun  Roads, 
boarded  and  carried  the  Caesar  of  eighteen  guns, 
and  eighty«six  men ;  a  vessel  not  only  well  pre* 
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pared,  but  most  honourably  ajid  obstinately  de- 
fended ;  the  victors  and  the  vanquished  were  alik^ 

covered  with  lerKjwn,  the  decks  of  the  prize  being 
strewed  with  dead  and  dying.  Lieutenant  Sibley 
tumself  received  no  less  than  seven  wounds ;  six  of 
bis  followers  were  killed,  and  thirty-six  wounded* 
One  of  the  boats  of  the  Revenge^  owing  to  the 
strength  of  the  tide,  was  taken  with  twenty-one 
of  her  people,  who  long  afterwards  regained  their 
liberty. 

Captain  La?ie,  in  the  Blanche  of  thirty-six 
guns,  having  been  sent  to  protect  the  whale 
fishery  in  the  Northern  seas,  fell  in,  off  the  Feroe 
Islands,  with  the  French  frigate,  La  Guerriere, 
nearly  equal  force  with  himself  in  point  of  guns 
and  men ;  but  after  an  action  of  fifty  minutes^  he 
captured  her.  ' 

In  August,  Captain  Keats,  in  the  Superb,  com- 
manding one  of  the  \V  estern  squadrons  in  the  bay 
of  Biscay,  fell  in  with  four  French  firigates.  Capr 
tain  Oliver,  in  the  Mars  of  seven ty-four  guns,  out- 
sailing the  others,  was  the  only  ship  which  could 
keep  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a  chase  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  ran  alongside  of  one  of  the 
*  fingatesi  which  immediately  surrendered:  she  was 
called  Le  Rhin,  mounted  forty-four  guns,  eighteen 
pounders,  and  had  a  complement  of  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  men.  During  the  chase,  the  frigate 
had  thrown  over  board  her  quarter-deck  and  fore- 
castle guns.  The  squadron  was  commanded  by 
Commodore  La  Marre  Lamillerie,  in  the  Horteus^ 
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who,  with  the  Uermione  and  the  Themis,  was  oa 
his  way  from  Porto  lUco  to  France. 

It  was  not  in  the  power  of  Captam  Oliver  to 
secure  more  than  this  frigate:  the  weather  was 
extremely  bad  :  and  while  his  boats  were  ex- 
changing the  prisoners,  the  other  ships  escaped. 

During  the  absence  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  on  the 
affairs  of  Portugal,  the  command  off  (Jshant  de- 
yolyed  on  Vice-admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton ;  Ad- 
raiial  Comwallis  having  retired  from  ill  health. 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Thomas  Louis,  had  his  flag  in 
the  Canopus  of  eighty  guns,  and  cruised  to  the 
southward  with  his  division,  which,  on  the  6th  of 
September,  in  latitude  AT  17'  N.  and  longitude 
•  G"*  52'  W.  captured,  after  a  chase  of  eighteen  hours, 
the  French  frigate  Le  President  of  forty-four  guns, 
and  six  hundred  and  thirty  men.  This  frigate  was, 
no  doubt,  one  of  a  very  strong  squadron,  full  of 
troops,  which  had  sailed  or  were  about  to  proceed 
against  our  colonies. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  had  with  him  six  sail  of  the  line, 
and  was  about  six  or  seven  leagues  from  Chasseron 
light-house,  when,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  26tii  Sept.,  Capt.  Richard  Lee,  of  the  Monarch, 
made  the  signal  for  an  enemy.  The  Commodore 
very  soon  perceived  them  to  leeward  of  him,  and 
made  the  signal  for  a  general  chase.  The  Mo*  \ 
narch  being  the  nearest,  was  the  first  in  action 7 
the  Mars,  Captain  William  Lukin,  the  second; 
followed  by  the  Centaury  daylight  discovered  the 
enemy's  force,  which  consisted  of  five  large 
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frigates,  and  two  corvettes.  One  gf  the  frigates 
bore  a  broad  pendant ;  this  is  always  the  case  with 
the  senior  officer  of  a  French  squadron.  At  five 
o'clock  the  Monarch  began  upon  the  sternmost 
ship ;  the  Mars  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  wea- 
thermost  which  had  hauled  up ,  one  frigate  and 
the  two  corvettes  edged  away  to  the  south»east ; 
the  remaining  three  frigates  kept  in  close  order. 
Captain  Lee  in  the  Monarch,  at  a  quarter  past 
ten,  got  his  broadside  to  bear  on  theni»  and  about 
eleven,  the  Centaur  came  up;  the  sea  was  ruuuing 
high,  and  the  lower-deck  ports  of  the  Monarch 
could  not  be  kept  open  for  any  time.  The  enemy 
fought  with  bravery,  and  the  three  frigates  did  not 
surrender  to  these  two  ships  of  the  line,  till  past 
twelve  oclock,  about  which  time.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  had  his  arm  shot  away.  The  squadron  was 
however  very  successful;  the  Mars  had  come  up 
with  her  chase ;  and  four  of  the  French  frigates 
were  secured.  Their  names  were. 


La  Gloire  40  guns,  Captain  Soleil. 

L'Indctaligable  44  ditto    Giradiers. 

La  Minervc  44  diUo   —  Coiet. 

UArmkk  44  ditto    Jb'Angloit. 


They  were  all  remarkably  fine  ships,  each  having 
on  board,  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in- 
cluding troops,  with  a  vast  quantity  of  stores, 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions.  This  capture 
wael  a  very  unfortunate  blow  to  the  projects  of 
Napoleon. 

VOL.  IV.  D 
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It  W9S  BOt  long  befoie  tlie  object  of  Lord  St 

Vincent's  return  to  Portsmouth,  and  journey  to 
London,  in  the  month  of  June,  was  discovered* 
The  unhappy  condition  of  the  court  of  Portugal 
had  induced  the  Prince  of  Brazils,  who  held  the 
government  of  that  country,  to  think  lerioualy  d 
transferring  the  seat  of  his  government  to  his  South 
American  dominions. 

In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  British  cabinet 
the  commander- in-chiet  of  the  Channel  fleet  pro- 
ceeded to  Lisbon,  taking  with  him  eight  aaU  of  * 

the  line  to  protect  the  Tagus,  and  if  necessary, 
and  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  Prince,  to 
embark  his  royal  highness  and  family,  with  their 
suite  and  treasure,  on  board  the  British  squa- 
dron, and  .proceed  with  them  to  Rio  Janeiro.  His 
Lordship  arrived  in  the  Tagus  on  the  14th  of 
August;  the  Illustrious  and  Defiance  having  been 
previously  detached  with  orders  to  join  htm  off  the 
Rock  of  Lisbon.  The  ships  which  composed  his 
squadron  were  the  Hibemia  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  guns,  Captain  Western,  flag;  Pnuce  of  Wales, 
ninety-eight ;  CoiossuSi  seventy-four,  J.N.Morris; 
Impetueux,seventy-four,  John  Lawford;  Illustrious, 
seventy -four,  William  Biuughton ;  Donegal,  seven- 
ty-four, Pulteney  Malcolm ;  Defiance,  seventy- 
iour,  Henry  Hotham ;  Kent,  eighty,  Thomas 
Rogers :  frigates,  Lavinia,  forty ;  Pomona,  forty ; 
Flora,  thirty-six. 

The  state  of  Portugal  at  this  time  may  be  best 
described  by  the  following  letter  from  the  Earl 
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8t.  Vincent  to  Lord  Viscount  Uowick,  then  first 
lord  of  the  Admiralty: 

HOtrma,  m  the  Ttgw,  24<A  Amgrnt,  1806. 

My  dear  Lord, 

For  tiie  mdanchdy  picture  of  the  court  I  must  refer  you  to 
Lord  Strangfard's  despatches ;  the  descripthm  is  too  bad  for 
tfct  fen  of  a  seaman.  Monsieur  d*Anii4o  ret  nmed  to  Lisbon 
OD  the  18tfa;  the  following  nomfog,  we  were  admitted  to  ' 
Fimttqve,  kaving  had  notice  oremigbt,  the  squadron  was 
trnnioored,  and  run  up  a-breast  of  the  palace ;  as  soon  as  the 
oiicer  of  health  had  done  his  bnsinesa,  I  landed,  while  tlie 
ships  wereranoing  «p;  and  after  paying  my  lespeots  to  Santa 
M aitln*  the  lesidenee  of  iiis  majesty's  minister^  I  waited  upon 
Monsieur  d*Araigo»  who  receifed  me  witli  oordiality»  as  far  as 
the  outward  and  visible  sign  went.  He  made  an  awkward  apo-  • 
logy  for  Iteeping  us  so  long  in  qtiarantine»  which  I  did  not  suffer 
to  pass  without  a  remade  upon  it ;  and  expressed  my  astonish- 
mrnt,  that  my  appearance  should  Jiavt  created  suspicion  in  the 
minds  of  the  Portuguese  government  (which  had  been  artfully 
worked  upon  by  the  French  party^  and  had  sunk  the  paper  lour 
per  cent.).  I  observed,  that  the  selection  of  an  officer  who  had 
tl%ia)4  been  tlie  fait  friend  and  protector  of  Portugal,  ought  to 
iiave  reconciled  tiie  government  and  people  to  the  sudden  ap* 
pearance  of  a  British  squadron.  lie  interrupted  roe  at  this 
sentence,  and  obscr\  (  d,  ilmt  the  Prince  had  sai»l,  upon  his  com* 
iBuoicatiniT  our  arrival,  **  Lord  St.  Viocent  is  my  friend."  Upon 
die  wholr,  our  conversation,  as  far  as  it  went,  was  satisfactory, 
and  woidd  have  been  continued,  but  that  the  Spauisli  anibiis- 
sador  was  announced,  when  I  took  my  leave,  and  faced  the 
iipaniard  in  ray  way  through  the  room  of  audience  ;  he  did  not 
leem  to  like  me  at  all.  On  Wednesday  i  called  upon  the  \  is- 
couoi  d*Aoadria,  minister  of  the  marine,  who  has  been  very 
Mendly  ia  the  prompt  supply  of  a  main-topmast  for  the  iiiasw 
tiinus,  and  a  inaia4opsail  yard  for  the  Kent. 

A  complete  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  touching 
the  object  of  my  mission,  is  manifested  in  the  kindness  shewn 
to  myielf,  aad  every  oOker  in  the  M)uadron»  by  all  lanks  and 
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otdm,  partieulftrljf  the  elitrgj,  from  the  Pcpe'i  miMio  d^mn* 
wards;  and  I  hm  evciy  reason  to  bcKeve,  tbat  they  have  the 
most  unbounded  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions. 
The  aimy  b  very  much  diminished  in  mmbers,  since  I  was  last 
in  Portn^.  Thirteen  thoniand  ill-armed  infimtiy  u  the  utmost 
that  can  be  counted  upon ;  and  the  cavalry  beggars  all  descrip- 
tion,  both  as  to  oiGcers  and  men*  The  magasines,  and  all  the 
wood  work  of  the  mterior  of  the  barracks  in  and  about  Lisbon* 
have  been  torn  away,  and  consumed  in  cooking  the  soldiers* 
dinners.  One  seveoty-four-gun  ship,  and  a  few  frigates  are 
cmising  in  the  Straits'  mouth,  and  they  are  now  making  every 
eilbtt  to  equip  a  sixty-four  and  a  frigate  to  go  out  after  an 
Algerine  of  twen  ty  guas ;  but  I  donbt  whether  they  will  be  able 
to  effect  it. 

Most  truly  youfs, 

ST,  VINCENT. 

The  number  of  ships  of  the  line,  which  by 
treaty  we  were  allowed  to  bring  at  one  time  into 
theTagos,  was  six;  two  therefore  were  left  to 
cruise  off  the  Rock,  and  were  occasiuiially  relieved 
by  two  others ;  but  in  the  autumn^  the  Illustrious 
was  sent  to  England.  It  appears  that  the  French 
party  in  Lisbon  expected  the  arrival  of  a  squa- 
dron to  counteract  the  intentions  of  the  British 
Admiral;  and  tlie  sullen  coldness  of  the  court 
of  Portugal  induced  his  Lordship  to  be  very 
much  on  his  guard.  It  was  some  time  before  he 
was  admitted  to  Pratique ;  he  therefore  remained 
below  the  Castle»  and  kept  the  Lavinia  off  Cape 
Roxent,  to  give  him  the  earliest  intimation  of  the 
approach  of  an  enemy.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  in 
office,  he  says^   there  neyer  was  such  a  scene  of 
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apathy  and  aotentissement  as  Portugal  presents:  I 

could  not  have  conceived  it  possible  that  a  country^ 
low  enough  certainly  seven  years  ago^  should  have 
been  so  sunk;  no  one  seems  aware  of  the  im- 
pending danger.  Lord  Strangford  stole  on  board 
yesterday^  and  though  a  very  young  man,  seems 
up  to  his  situation.  The  French  squadron  at 
Martinique  must  have  the  devil  s  luck  if  they 
escape  all  the  squadrons  which  Lord  Howick  has 

so  judiciously  placed  to  interrupt  them.'* 

Unwilling  to  renounce  his  native  country,  the 
Prince  of  Brazils  long  hesitated,  while  the  dangers 
pressed  around  him.  It  was  a  cruel  necessity  to 
be  forced  to  leave  his  faithful  people  a  prey  to  a 

blood-thirsty  and  rapacious  enemy;  yet  his  stay 
among  them  could  not  alleviate  their  misery^ 
while  it  exposed  him  to  insult  and  cruelty ;  but 
being  unprepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  squadron,  the  Earl  of  St 
Vincent  was  suffered  to  depart;  and  on  the  18th 
of  October  we  find  his  Lordship  off  Ushant,  re- 
newing the  blockade  of  Brest. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a  communication 
had  been  opened  with-  France,  which  would  un*- 
doubtedly  have  terminated  in  a  general  peace,  had 
not  If apoleon  been  inaccessible  to  every  feelmg 
but  that  of  ambition.  An  assassin,  by  the  name  of 
Gillet  dc  la  Gevrilliere,  made  an  offer  to  Mr.  Fox, 
to  take  the  life  of  Bonaparte ;  the  infamous  pro- 
posal was  received  by  the  British  minister  with 
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abhorrence,  aud  the  villaia  ordered  to  quit  the 
coQiitrf .   Information  of  the  circumstance  was 

immediately  sunt,  to  the  French  government. 
M.  Talleyrand  returned  a  suitable  answer,  and 
at  the  same  time  made  some  slight  overtiires  for 
peace.  This  led  to  a  correspondence,  and  in  the 
month  of  June,  Lord  Yarmouth,  who  had  been  ^ 
detained  a  prisoner  at  Verdun,  was  liberated  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  brought  over  with 
him  the  substance  of  a  conTersation  he  had  held 
with  the  French  minister,  respecting  the  views  of 
Bonaparte,  which  appeared  so  pacific,  that  the 
British  cabinet,  desirous  of  terminating  the  war, 
directed  Lord  Yarmouth  to  return,  and  commence 
immediate  negotiations.  His  Lordship,  in  the 
month  of  August,  was  followed  by  the  Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale with  full  powers.  This  nobleman  soon 
discovered,  that  the  object  of  Bonaparte  was  to 
separate  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
and  to  deceive  both.  The  basis  of  the  first  offer 
was,  the  restoration  of  Hanover,  and  the  uti  possi- 
ditis.  Joseph  Bonaparte  was  to  relinquish  the 
claim  he  iiad  made  on  the  island  of  Sicily,  as  king 
of  Naples;  a  kingdom  which  he  had  usurped. 
The  French  cabinet  while  treating  with  Lord 
Lauderdale,  had  without  his  knowledge  induced 
Monsieur  D'Oubril,  to  sign  a  separate  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  Russia ;  bujt  Alexander  refused 
his  ratification,  even  before  our  court  could  make 
any  representation;  and  while  the  negotiation  was 
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pending,  the  perfidious  Corsicau  and  lus  prime 
miuster  TaUeyraiid»  left  Paris  with  General 
Clarke,  who  had  been  specially  appointed  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  with  Lord  Landerdale.  Cham- 
pagny,  his  substitute,  -acknowledged  be  had  no 
power;  and  Lord  Lauderdale,  justly  indignant  at 
such  conducty  demanded  his  passports,  and  re* 
turned  to  London. 

Captam  Bunrowes,  iu  the  Constance,  a  small 
firigate  of  twenty-four  guns,  had  under  his  orders 
the  Sheldrake,  sloop  of  war.  Captain  J .  Thickuesse, 
aikd  the  Strenuous,  gun-brig,  Lieutenant  Nugent 
These  vessels  were  part  of  the  squadron  of  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  James  ISaumarea^  on  the  Guernsey 
station.  On  the  l4th,  they  fell  in  with  a  large  ship 
near  St.  Maloes,  to  which  they  gave  chase:  the 
enemy  took  refuge  under  a  strong  battery  close  to 
some  rocks,  and  earned  out  bow  and  quarter 
springs.  Troops  lined  the  beach;  and  nothing 
was  omitted  to  ensure  an  obstinate  defence. 
The  Sheldrake,  owing  to  her  superior  sailing,  led 
into  aeUon ;  and  the  three  British  vessels  anchored 
wilUn  pistol-shut  of  their  enemy.  The  action 
began  at  two  p.  m.  and  continued  till  four,  when,  in 
spite  of  all  the  field-pieces,  and  troops,  and  guns, 
they  could  bring  to  her  support,  and  in  spite  of 
her  own  heavy  battery,  she  was  compelled  to 
surrender.  She  proved  to  be  the  Salamaudre, 
a  frigate-built  ship,  mounting  twenty-six  long 
twelve  and  eighteen  pounders,  and  manned  with 
one  hundred  and  hfty  men;  commanded  by  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


40  CUiNDLCT  Oh  PKUSSIA.  [180G. 

lieutenant,  who  was  kiUed  in  the  action,  and 

was  bound  from  St.  Maloes  to  Brest  with  ship 
timber. 

This  was  au  action  of  no  common  merit :  it  was 
a  remarkable  display  of  valour  and  perseverance ; 
and  although  the  assailants  failed  in  a  part  of  their 
enterprise,  it  convinced  the  enemy  of  the  increased 
difficulty  of  carrying  on  their  coasting  trade,  where 
ships  of  such  force  were  not  safe  under  their  own 
batteries.   The  Salamandre  took  the  ground,  as 

did  the  Constance.  Captain  Burrowes  was  killed, 
and  thirteen  of  his  men;  many  others  badly 
wounded.  Captain  Thicknesse,  on  whom  the  com<- 
mand  devolved^  used  every  endeavour  to  get  off  the 
Constance  and  the  prize»  but  was  forced  to  leave 

the  former  to  her  fate,  and  set  fire  to  the  latter, 
bringing  away  all  the  wounded  out  of  the  French 
ship ,  and  one  hundred  of  the  crew  of  the  Constance^ 
which  was  totally  wrecked  and  destroyed. 

We  now  call  die  attention  of  our  readers  to  the 
affairs  of  the  North  Seas  and  the  Baltic,  where  the 
politics  of  Prussia  had  opened  a  new  scene  of 
maritinie  warfare.  We  have  already  adverted  to 
the  miserable  state  of  bondage  to  which  that  mo- 
narchy had  sunk,  in  consequence  of  her  treaty 
with  France,  concluded  soon  after  the  disastrous 
battle  of  Austerlitz,  when  she  consented  to  the 
exchange  of  the  three  provinces  of  Anspach,  Ba- 
reuth,  and  Nuremburg,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover.  If  the  Prussian  monarch  considered  this 
treaty  to  have  been  made  in  sincerity  by  Bona- 
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parte,  he  had  soon  abundant  reason  to  alter  his 
opiaion.  But  the  infataation  of  his  ministers  in 
ploBging  him  into  a  war  single-handed  against 
France,  can  only  be  compared  to  the  treachery 
of  their  conduct  in  making  the  treaty.  Having 
lost  the  glorious  opportunity  of  restoring  liberty 
to  degraded  Europe  by  joining  an  effectual  alliance 
with  Russia  and  Austria,  Frederick  waited  until 
Bonaparte  had  crushed  the  coalition,  strengthened 
Us  frontier  by  new  conquests,  augmented  his 
armies  by  additions  to  tiie  already  enormous  po- 
pulation of  his  empire,  enriched  his  treasury  by 
contributions,  and  flushed  his  soldiers  by  con- 
quest, then  came  forward,  more  as  a  victim  to  the 
slaughter,  than  as  a  monarch  resolved  to  maintain 
his  rights.  In  the  month  of  July,  Bonaparte  having 
matored  his  plans,  gave  the  finishing  blow  to  the 

Germanic  constitution,  and  established  on  its  ruins 
the  iiamous  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  of  which 
the  Emperor  of  France  was  to  be  the  head,  the 
states  having  among  them  a  force  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  men.  Prussia  was  kept 
quiet  with  a  promise  of  being  permitted  to  esta- 
bhsh  herself  at  the  head  of  a  similar  confederation 
in  the  north  of  Europe,  including  the  Hans  towns. 
But  amidst  all  these  demonstrations  of  friend- 
ship, the  Prussian  minister  at  Paris  discovered 
that  Bonaparte,  in  the  course  of  negotiations, 
had  actually  offered  to  restore  Hanover  to 
England ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  had  endea- 
voured to  conciliate  Russia,  by  urging  her  to  take 
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posscsbioa  of  any  part  of  Polish  Prussia  she  nught 
desire.  Prussia  now  began  seriously  to  prepare 
for  war  with  France :  early  in  October  the  PniB-> 
sian  army,  uuder  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick^  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men,  iiud  lakca  the  field  on  liic  banks  of 
the  Saalli  their  head-quarters  at  Maumberg.  Bo* 
naparte  having  now  no  other  enemy  to  dread  in 
his  immediate  vicinity,  resolved  to  avail  himself  of 
4hi8  &vourable  circumstance,  and  collecting  all  hia 
forces,  advanced  in  three  divisions,  attacked  the 
Prussian  flank,  killing,  wounding,  and  making  pri^ 
soners  nearly  two  thousand  men,  taking  thirty 
pieces  of  caaiion,  and  gaining  posi^ession  of  Naum- 
berg,  with  the  Prussian  magazines.  On  the  sixth 
day,  from  what  may  be  considered  ihe  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign,  the  fatal  battle  of  Jena  took 
place,  and  the  Prussian  monarchy  fo?  the  time 
was  annihilated.  From  this  period  the  north  of 
Germany  was  overrun  by  the  French  army,  and 
thewliole  continent,  from  the  Weser  to  tbeYistulay 
fell  into  their  hands»  with  the  exception  of  the 
Danish  peninsula.  How  awful  and  sudden  was 
this  retribution  I  and  what  a  lesson  does  it  afford 
to  politicians  who  endeavour  to  conciliate  an  un- 
principled conqueror,  by  becoming  his  willing 
instruments  of  base  aggression  I 

The  iMcditerraneaii  fleet  was  at  this  time  iiiuler 
the  command  of  that  distinguished  officer,  Vice- 
admiral  Lord  Collingwood,  who  bad  succeeded  to 
it  by  iair  inheritance,  on  the  death  of  his  friend,  the 
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immortal  Nelson.  The  Mediterranean  was  still  a 
station  of  great  importance*  the  principal  part  of 
the  enemy's  naval  force  being  in  the  ports  of  Ca- 
diz, Carthagena,  and  Toulon. 

Cadiz,  which  still  contained  the  sad  remains  of 
the  fatal  day  of  Trafalgar — the  fugitive  ships  of  the 
combined  fleets — ^was  blockaded  by  CoUingwood 
in  person,  with  a  squadrcm  of  tea  sml  of  the  line : 
in  Carthagena  there  were  eight  sail  of  Spamah  line 
ef  battle  ships  ready  for  sea ;  Toolon  had  a  strong 
squadron  preparing  to  sail.  There  were  also  at 
that  port  three  ships  of  the  line  on  the  stocks* 
The  movements  and  preparations  of  the  enemy  in 
all  these  ports  were  strictly  observed  by  our  fri- 
gates, the  captains  of  which  made  the  most  acca« 
rate  reports  to  the  Commander-in-chief. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  resources  which 
France  drew  from  her  coastmg  trade  in  the  Medi* 
terranean,  both  as  to  seamen  and  revenue.  Her 
foreign  commerce  being  destroyed^  this  became 
her  next  great  nursery.  In  the  earlier  period  of 
the  ymig  when  our  ships  had  full  occupation  in 
cruisittgfor  the  enemyat  sea,  wescarcely  attempted 
to  annoy  them  in-shore ;  but  when  the  ocean  was 
cleared  of  their  flag,  our  officers  nataraliy  resorted 

to  the  coasts  and  harbours  for  prizes,  and  these 
were  found  to  yield  a  plentiful  reward,  although 
obtained  with  very  considerable  danger.  The 
European  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean  had  for 
ages  been  subject  to  the  incursions  of  the  Bar- 
bary  states.    He^ice  the  erection  of  strung  towers 
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on  every  point  or  inlet,  to  defend  the  merchant  or 
the  agriculturist  from  iheir  depredations.   These  * 
towers  had  obtained  the  name  of  Martello,  and 
have  been  before  mentioned  in  the  second  volume 
of  this  work.    Vessels  seeking  their  protection 
anciiored  as  close  as  the  nature  of  the  land  would 
permit,  securing  themselves  with  strong  halsers 
made  fast  to  the  shore  in  every  direction,  and  not 
unfrequently  with  one  to  the  keel,  which  being 
unperceived  by  the  assailants,  in  many  instances 
gave  rise  to  fatal  consequences,  stopping  the  vessel 
under  fire  after  she  had  been  boarded,  and  every 
other  mooring  cut  away.    These  remarks  become 
necessary,  as  we  have  now  to  detail  an  entire  new 
species  of  naval  war.   The  most  daring  acts  of 
intrepidity  were  daily  performed  by  our  officers  in 
every  part  of  the  shores  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Italy.  The  kind  of  vessels  in  which  the  trade  was 
earned  on  in  these  countries  we  have  already 
described  in  p.  169  of  vol.  iii.    No  part  of  the 
voyage,  or  very  little  of  it,  was  performed  in  the 
night ;  nor  did  they  attempt  to  run  in  the  day, 
unless  the  signal-posts  announced  the  coast  to 
be  clear  of  enemy's  cruisers.   The  signal  was  in- 
variably made  at  daylight,  and  it  is  wonderful, 
considering  the  length  and  the  celerity  of  the 
communication,  which  extended  from  Corfu  to 
Estepona,  that  our  ships  could  ever  get  within 
gun-shot  of  the  enemy,  who  moved  in  large  conr 
voys,  escorted  by  gun-boats,  and  heavily  armed 
vessels.    If  a  British  cruiser  appeared,  the  trade 
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ran  for  the  land,  and  the  gun-boats  coTered  their 
.  retreat;  but  frequently  the  whole  were  captured. 
The  shore  of  the  Mediterranean  is  usually  high^ 
afibrding  excellent  situations  for  signal-posts.  The 
hills  were  occupied  by  corps  of  Douaniers,  gens 
d'armes,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  which,  together 
with  the  armed  crews  of  the  merchant  vessels, 
formed  a  powerful  body,  and  sometimes  rendered 
their  positions  nearly  impregnable.    The  intre- 
pidity of  our  officers,  and  the  skill  which  they 
gradually  acquired  in  pilotage,  overcame  all  these 
obstacles.    One  spirited  enterprise  stimulated  to 
another ;  and  we  shall  soon  shew,  that  the  trade  of 
the  Mediterranean  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war, 
was  safe  in  no  ports  but  such  as  were  calculated 
to  sustain  a  regular  siege.    The  celerity  of  our 
movements  from  one  place  to  another  obliged  the 
enemy  to  supply  large  bodies  of  cavalry  and  in* 
fantry  to  protect  their  coast;  hat  even  these  were 
often  defeated,  or  only  arrived  in  time  to  see  their 

batteries  destroyed,  their  guns  spiked;  and  their 
magazines  blown  up ;  while  the  victorious  British 
sailors,  with  animating  cheers,  towed  their  prises 
out  to  sea,  or  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  another 
port.  The  best  commentary  on  this  state  of  things 
is  the  history  of  the  naval  transactions  in  these 
seas,  to  the  detail  of  which  we  now  proceed. 

In  April,  1806,  Captain  Prouse,  of  the  Sirius,  of 
thirty-six  guns,  stationed  to  the  eastward  of  Civita 
Vecchia,  having  heard  that  an  enemy's  force  vum 
about  to  proceed  from  that  port  to  IVaples,  made 
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all  possible  nil  to  intercept  tfaen.   On  the  17tii» 

at  lour  o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  saw  them, 
formed  in  compact  order,  having  taken  np  a  ju- 
dicious position,  within  two  leagues  of  the  Tiber, 
and  near  a  dangerous  shoal,  to  await  the  attack  of 
the  British  frigate.  An  action  commenced  at  seven 
o'cluck,  within  pistol-shot,  and  lasted  two  hours, 
when  the  French  Commodore  hailed  to  say  he  had 
surrendered :  the  rest  of  the  squadron  escaped,  the 
Sinus  being  too  much  disabled  to  pursue  them, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  shoals  fa- 
vouring their  retreat  The  vessel  captured  was 
called  La  Bergere,  mounted  eighteen  long  eighteen 
pounders,  and  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade, 
with  a  complement  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  men.  The  others  were  L'Abeille,  of  eighteen 
twelve  pounders,  two  thirty-six  pounders,  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty  men;  La  Legere,  twdve 
nine  pounders  ;  Le  Janus,  twelve  nine  pounders ; 
whkh,  With  iive  heavy  gun-boats,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  local  knowledge,  made  a  force  in  that 
smooth  water,  far  exceeding  that  of  one  of  our 
largest  frigates.  The  Sinus  bad  one  officer  and 
eight  seamen  killed,  and  twenty  seamen  and  ma- 
rines wounded.  The  whole  of  this  adair  was 
highly  oreditable  to  the  professional  character  of 
Captain  Pron^^e. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  the  Renomm^,  of  thirty- 
right  guns,  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Livingstone,  and 
the  Nautilus  sloop,  were  watching  eight  sail  of 
the  line  in  the  port  of  Carthagena,  when  two 
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them,  and  a  frigate,  Cftme  out  ud  chased  them  off 
towards  the  Barbary  shore  near  Oran.  This  was 
*  intended  to  facilitate  and  coTer  the  departure  of  a 
convoy  which  sailed  at  the  same  time  from  Car- 
thagena,  and  ran  to  the  westward,  under  the  pro* 
tection  of  a  brig  of  war.  Sir  Thomas  Livingstone 
comprehending  the  intention  of  the  enemy,  sent 
the  Nautilus  to  communicate  with  Lord  ColIing<- 
wood,  while  he  proceeded  in  the  Rcuoamje,  in 
search  of  the  brig  and  her  convoy.   He  fell  iiir 

with  tlicm  off  Cape  dc  Gat,  uiuU  r  a  battery,  the 
guns  of  which  were  soon  silenced,  tiie  brig  s  main- 
mast shot  away,  and  she  brought  out  a  prize.  She 
was  a  vessel  of  war  of  twenty  guns,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  men,  called  La  Vigilantia:  the 
convoy  being  all  small  vessels,  were  hauled  up  uu 
the  beach;  and  it  was  not  deemed  worth  the 
trouble  or  expen^ie  of  time  to  attack  them.  In  the 
ft)Uowing  month  the  boats  of  the  same  frigate  and 
the  Nautilus,  conducted  by  lieutenants  Sir  William 
Parker  and  Charles  Adams,  first  and  second  of  the 
Renomm^,  boarded  a  Spanish  armed  schooner, 
under  Torre  de  Yiagas,  and  although  she  was  pro- 
tected by  batteries,  boarding  nettmgs,  and  guards 
of  soldiers,  they  obtained  possession,  and  brought 
her  out.  She  mounted  nine  guns  oi  heavy  caliber. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  chapter  we  have  given 
a  sketch  of  the  military  movements  of  the  French 
and  Austrians  in  Italy,  under  the  command  of 
Massena  and  the  Archduke  Chiarles-^the  evacu- 
ation of  Italy  by  the  latter— his  retreat  into  Car- 
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niolar^-^d  the  boding  of  twenty-four  thousand 

men  of  the  Anglo-Russiau  army  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples. 

The  treaty  of  neutrality,  concluded  between 
France  and  Naples,  in  September,  1805,  had  been 
interrupted.  The  ships  of  Great  Britain  and 
Russia  appeared  in  the  Bay  of  IS  aples  on  the  20th 
of  November^  and  landed  a  body  of  fourteen  thou* 
sand  troops,  under  General  Lasey.  The  French 
ambassador  immediately  demanded  his  passports, 
and  quitted  the  place. 

The  British  forces  consisted  of  ten  thousand 
men,  under  the  command  of  Sir  James  Craig: 
they  landed  at  Caste!  a  Mar6,  and  were  cantoned 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place  and  Torre  del 
Greco.  Bonaparte^  in  consequence  of  these  mea- 
sures, declared  that  the  Neapolitan  dynasty  had 
ceased  to  exist  The  Emperor  of  Russia  soon 
after  seat  an  order  to  withdraw  his  army  from  that 
country. 

The  British  troops,  unable  to  remain  without 
their  auxiliaries,  quitted  the  Continent,  and  Sir 
James  Craig  retired  with  his  army  to  Sicily.  The 
King  of  Naples  was  again  driven  from  his  throne, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  country  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  Sicily  alone  remained  to 
give  him  shelter.  The  Calabrian  army  was  dis- 
persed. .  A  British  squadron,  as  usual,  attended, 
to  afford  succour  and  protection  during  all  these 
disasters.  Captain  Sotheron,  of  the  Excellent,  of 
seventy- four  guns,  had  the  direction  of  this  force. 
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which  he  conducted  until  relieved  by  Captain  Sir 
S.  Smith,  in  the  Pomp^e,  of  eighty  guDs.  The  un- 
happy and  disheartened  Neapolitans  considered 
all  resistance  to  their  invaders  entirely  hopeless; 
and  that  the  progress  of  the  French  army  ,  was  irre- 
sistible. Oaeta,  however,  still  held  out.  Tlie  lor- 
tress.was  commanded  by  His  Serene  Highness  the 
Princeof  Hesse  Philipsthal.  Sir  Sidney  relieved  the 
wants  of  the  garrison;  while  the  enemy  redoubled 
tbehr  fire  on  the  breach  as  the  supplies  went  in; 
but  the  courage  of  the  governor  and  the  troops 
rose  with  the  assistance  which  they  received. 
Four  of  the  lower-deck  guns  of  the  Exeellent  were 
sent  on  shore,  and  being  placed  in  battery  returned 
the  fire  of  the  besieging,  army.   The  Intrepidi  of 
sixty-four  guns,  brought  a  second  convoy,  with 
farther  supplies,  and  the  French  were  in  their 
turn  compelled  to  act  on  the  defensive.  Captain 
Richardson,  of  the  Juno,  of  thirty-two  guns,  was 
ordered  to  .remain  in  co-operation  with  the.  Prince 
of  Hesse,  having  also  under  his  orders  a  Neapolitan 
frigate,  and  eight  gun-boats.    Sir  Sidney  having 
thus  provided  for  the  safety  of  Gaeta,  took  with 
him  the  Pomp^e,  of  eighty ;  Excellent,  seventy- 
four;  Athenienne  and  intrepid^  of  sixtyrfour  guns 
each ;  and  proceeded  to  Naples,  where  he  found 
the  city  illuminated  in  honour  of  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
who  had  been  proclaimed  king  of  the  two.  Sicilies. 
The  Eagle,  of  seventy-four  guns,  having  joined^the 
British  force.  Sir  Sidney  had  with  him  five  sail  of 
the  line,  with  which,  he  obiferved,  that  .''he  might 
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have  easily  iatemipted  their  festiTities but  aa  it 

would  only  have  reduced  the  city  to  ruins,  and 
destroyed  the  innocent  inhabitants,  he  very  wisely 
and  humanely,  according  to  his  invariable  prac- 
tice, spared  the  destruction  of  human  lives,  when 
the  sacrifice  could  not  further  the  common  cause. 
He,  however,  summoned  the  inland  of  Capri,  which 
not  complsring  with  his  demands,  he  directed 
Captain  Charles  Rowley,  in  the  Eagle,  to  cover 
the  landing  of  the  marines  and  seamen.  After  an 
hour^s  cannonading  from  the  Eagle,  which  was 
placed  within  musket- shot  of  the  works,  the 
enemy  s  fire  began  to  abate,  and  Lieutenant  W.  F. 

Carrol,  and  Captain  Stannus,  of  the  royal  marines, 
landed,  and  mounting  a  steep  staircase  in  face 
of  the  enemy,  gained  the  heights,  where  the 
governor  fell  dead  under  the  sabre  of  Captain 
StannuB.  The  garrison  inmiediately  capitulated ; 

and  the  troops  being  allowed  to  march  out  With 
the  honours  of  war,  passed  oyer  to  Naples, 

In  the  mean  time.  Captain  Richardson,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Prince  of  Hesse,  made  two  sorties 
firom  Gaeta  with  very  considereble  success,  and 

the  Neapolitan  navy  distinguished  itself. 

In  July,  1806,  Major-general  Sir  John  Stewart« 
who  commanded  the  British  army  in  Sicily,  for 
the  protection  of  that  island  a^d.the  neighbouring 
kingdom  of  Naples,  crossed  over  into  Calabria, 
with  a  body  of  near  five  thousand  troops,  including 
artillery.  Landing  in  a  bay  in  the  gulf  of  St. 
Euphenua,  he  attacked  General  Regnier,  who  was 
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encamped  near  the  village  of  Maida  with  nine  thou- 
sand men.  He  completely  overthrew  him^  taking, 
killing,  and  wounding,  near  five  thousand  of  his 
troops,  with  the  very  small  loss  on  odr  side  of 
forty-five  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-two 
wounded.   Such  was  the  famous  battle  of  Maida, 
in  which  the  navy  had  no  other  share  than  that  of 
landing  the  supplies,  being  ready  to  cover  the 
retreat  in  case  of  need,  and  receiving  on  board  the 
wounded  men  and  prisoners.    Sir  Sidney  Smith 
bad  arrived  at  the  anchorage  the  night  before  the 
action,  which  [took  place  too  far  inland  to  admit 
of  his  being  present.    Captain  Edward  1  ellowes, 
of  the  Apollo,  had  with  his  ship  been  attached  to 
the  army  by  command  of  the  Rear-admiral,  and 
was  very  honourably  mentioned  in  the  dispatches. 
This  brilliant  victory  v^as  of  important  consequence 
to  the  cause  of  the  allies  :  Cotrone  imuicdialuly 
surrendered  to  the  naval  and  military  force  of  Great 
Britain;  and  the  French  army  evacuated  Upper 
and  Lower  Calabria,  leaving  those  countries  once 
more  to  the  government  of  their  lawful  sovereign* 
Captain  M  lUiam  Iloste,  of  His  Majesty's  ship 
Amphion,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  M'Leod,  of  the 
78Ui  regiment,  were  the  officers  who  conducted 
the  attack,  and  received  the  capitulation  of 
Ck>trone :  but  neither  the  reduction  of  this  place* 
nor  the  ^  ictory  gained  at  Maida,  could  save  the 
Calabrians  from  the  power  of  the  French  arms. 
Sir  John  Stewart  returned  after  his  victory  to  the 
island  of  Sicily,  leaving  a  garrison  iu  the  fort  of 
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Sylla,  and  having  possession  of  Messina,  at  the 

north-east  point  of  the  island:  he  albo  occupied 
the  pass  ot  the  Faro. 

Sir  Sidney  Smith  made  good  use  of  the  com* 
mand  of  the  sea,  by  traasporting  supplies  and 
bodies  of  the  insurgents,  from  one  part  of  the  coast 
to  another,  and  cutting  oif  the  intercourse  of  the 
enemy,  whose  artillery  could  be  moved  only  by 
water,  the  roads  being  impassable  for  heavy  car- 
riage, lixs  utmost  exertions,  however,  did  not 
save  the  fortress  of  Gaeta  from  felling  into* the 
hands  of  the  French.  The  gallant  Prince  of  Hesse 
Fhilipsthal  having  been  wounded,  was  compelled 
to  retire ;  and  his  successor,  Colonel  Hotz,  though 
a  brave  soldier,  seeing  himself  without  a  hope  of 
saving  the  place,  surrendered:  thus  the  south  of 
Italy  again  became  a  prey  to  foreign  invasion,  civil 
discord,  rapine,  and  murder.  The  royal  ^unily 
retired  to  Sicily,  and  their  existence  seemed  to 
depend  on  the  presence  of  their  British  allies. 

Our  readers  will  recollect,  at  the  surrender  of 
Malta,  the  capture  of  a  sixty-four  gun  ship,  called 
the  Athenienne :  she  was  taken  into  the  British 
service,  and  having  had  a  thorough  repair  in  Eng- 
land, returned  to  the  Mediterranean  station  m 
1806,  commanded  by  Captain  Rainsford.  On  the 
night  of  the  20th  of  October,  she  was  running  at 
the  rate  of  nine  miles  an  hour,  between  Sardinia 
and  the  coast  of  Africa,  being  bound  to  Malta  with 
specie,  and  some  troops.  At  half-past  nine,  in 
the  evening,  she  struck  on  a  reef  of  rocks  called 
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the  Esquerques^  or  Skerki^  and  in  less  than  live 
minutes,  filled  up  to  the  orlop-deck;  in  five 
minutes  more  her  masts  fell  over  the  side.  Two 
cutters  and  the  pinnace,  lying  on  the  booms,  were 
stove  by  this  accident ;  the  barge,  which  they  had 
hoisted  uut  and  were  towing  astern,  was  swamped 
by  too  many  people  crowding  into  her ;  two  jolly- 
boats  and  a  gig  were  got  out,  and  the  launch  was 
striking  heavily  on  the  ship  s  booms,  while  the 
people  were^sinking  and  drowning  in  all  directions. 
The  ship  which  on  first  striking  heeled  over  on 
her  starboard  side,  suddenly  righted,  and  fell  over 
to  port.  The  sea  then  rose  to  the  middle  of  the 
quarter-deck,  and  broke  violently  against  the 
wreck.  Nothing  was  now  to  be  heard  but  the 
shrieks  of  the  drownmg,  and  wailmgs  of  despair. 
The  man  who  would  courageously  meet  death  at 
the  moiilh  of  the  cannon,  or  thcj^omt  of  the  bay- 
onet,  is  frequently  unnerved  in  a  scene  like  this, 
where  there  is  no  other  enemy  to  contend  with 
but  the  inexorable  waves,  and  no  hope  of  safety 
or  relief,  but  what  may  be  afforded  by  a  floating 
plank  or  mast.  The  tremendous  shocks,  as  the 
ship  rose  with  the  sea  and  fell  again  on  the  rocks, 
deprived  the  people  of  the  power  of  exertion ; 
while  at  every  crash,  the  shattered  hull,  loosened 
and  disjointed,  was  scattered  in  dreadful  havoc 
among  the  breakers.  Imagination  can  scarcely 
picture  to  itself  any  thing  more  appalling,  than  the 
irantic  screams  of  the  women  and  children,  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  irresistible  fury  of  the 
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waves,  which  at  every  moment  snatched  away  a 
victim ;  while  the  tolling  oi  the  bell  occasioned  by 
the  violent  motion  of  the  wrecks  added  a  funereal 
solemuity  to  the  horror  of  the  scene. 

The  moon  gave  but  little  light,  and  that  at  in- 
tervak.  Darkness  was  scarcely  relieved  but  by 
the  flashes  of  the  signal  guns,  the  livid  glare  of  the 
blue  li^ts,  or  the  streams  of  fire  from  the  rockets 
as  they  darted  into  the  air ;  signals  of  distress, 
alas,  unavailing  I  as  no  human  aid  was  near.  The 
only  boat  on  board  was  the  launch,  which  could 
not  contain  above  a  fourth  part  of  their  number. 
This  boat  about  eleven  o'clock  was  crowded  with 
people,  and  a  heavy  sea  lifted  her  off  the  booms, 
clear  of  the  ship.  Three  loud  cheers  succeeded 
this  slender  relief,  and  the  gallant  men  in  the  boat 
came  under  the  stern,  to  save,  if  possible,  more  of 
their  shipmates,  who  in  that  bopethrewthemselveB 
iiitu  the  sea  from  the  poop,  which  was  crowded 
with  people.  Nine  of  them  were  picked  up,  but 
the  officers  in  the  boat,  perceiving  the  impossibi- 
lity of  her  containing  any  more,  pulled  away  to  a 
safer  distance,  long  listening  to  the  cries  of  their 
drowning  companions,  and  of  the  sad  group 
huddled  together  on  the  poop  and  taffrail,  the  only 
place  of  rcfuo-e  left  to  them,  and  that  rapidly  giving 
way  to  t  he  o  verpo  wermg  element.  At  twelve  o'clock 
as  the  moon  sunk  below  the  horizon,  they  took  the 
last  glimpse  of  the  Athenienne,  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty  officers  and  men  clinging  to  the  wreck» 
and  prolungmg  a  hopeless  and  painful  existence. 
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Nor  was  the  situation  of  those  in  the  boat  yet 
free  firom  peril :  the  launch  had  neither  sail,  bread* 
Bor  water*  on  board.  There  was  a  compass*  aod 
for  a  sail  the  officers  displayed  their  shirts,  and 
the  seamen  their  frodt».  Ob  the  following  morn- 
ing they  fell  in  with  a  Danish  brig,  which  re- 
he?ed  in  some  degree  their  urgent  necessities, 
lienteaant  John  Little,  a  passenger  in  the  Athe- 
nienne,  with  a  party  of  seamen*  went  on  board  of 
h&t  to  return  to  the  wreck*  and  to  endeaYour*  if 

possible,  to  save  some  more  of  their  unfortunate 

shipmates ;  this  generous  attempt  was  £rustrated 
by  violent  and  adverse  winds.   On  the  31  st^  in 

the  evening,  the  launch  arrived  at  Maretimo*  and 
the  next  day  at  Trepani  in  Sicily.  On  the  24th 
she  reached  Palermo,  where  the  news  of  the  event 
had  been  conveyed  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith*  by  means 
of  a  letter  which  had  been  written  from  Maretimo. 
The  Eag^e*  of  seventy-ibur  guns*  was  instantly 
ordered  to  the  Bsquerques*  but  returned  with 
tiie  certain  intelligence,  that  all,  except  two  men 
left  on  the  wreck*  had  perished.  These  poor 
iidlows,  who  had  been  picked  up  from  a  raft  by 
some  hshennen,  related*  that  the  poop  separated 
about  eleven  o'dock,  on  the  morning  after  the 
launch  leit  them ;  that  themselves  and  ten  others 
mbarked  on  it,  but  that  they  had  all  been  wash- 
ed off,  or  died,  except  the  two.  There  were  two 
other  rafts,  on  one  of  which  there  were  three 
warrant  officers*  and  on  the  other  Captain  .Rains- 
ford*  Lieutenants  bwinbume  and  Salter*  and  a 
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great  many  people ;  but  those  upon  it  being  half* 
leg  deep  in  waiter,  and  unable  to  disengage  it  from 
the  rigging,  with  which  it  was  attached  to  the 
ship,  every  one  perished. 

The  minber  on  homed  before  the  accident  Wu  *  *475 

Saved  in  the  lanocfa,  jolly  boats,  and  gig   122 

Picked  vpoiF  the  laft  •   2 

Lost   861 

The  existence  of  the  Esquerques  had  long  been 
doubted  by  some,  and  as  positively  asserted  by 
other,  experienced  officers  in  the  Mediterranean. 
They  must,  however,  have  been  accurately  laid 
down,  as  Captain  Rainsford  observed  one  moment 
before  the  ship  struck, If  the  £squerques  do  exist, 
we  should  now  be  upon  them/' 

The  true  bearing,  by  the  most  accurate  survey, 
now  in  the  Admiralty,  is  N.  by  W.  ^  W.  from 
Cape  Bonn,  distant  forty-five  miles ;  from  Cape 
Spartevento,  in  Sicily,  S.£.  ^  E.  distant  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  mil^s ;  and  from  the  island  of 
Maretimo,  W.  by     ^  S.  sixty  miles* 

When  the  squadron,  which  was  defeated  by 
Sir  John  Duckworth,  in  1806,  first  put  to  sea  from 
£rest>  in  December  of  the  preceding  year,  it  was 
accompanied  by  another,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  \\  illaumez,  whose  destination  was  long 
unknown*  The  united  number  of  ships  amounted 
to  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  and  four  cor- 
vettes. Soo^  after  their  sailing  the  ships  sepa<* 
rated:  the  division  under  the  orders  of  Rear-* 
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adsiiral  Lesiegue,  went  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
we  have  recounted  its  motiooa;  that  under 
Admiral  Willaumez,  was  probably  intended  to 
remiorce  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  His  arrival  in 
its  neighbourhood  was  proved  by  the  capture 

of  the  Volontairc,  and  the  testimony  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels  which  had  seen  him ;  touching  at 
the  island  of  Ferdinand  de  Noronha,  Willaumez 
learnt  that  the  Cape  had  fallen  into  our  hands ; 
he  therefore  changed  his  route^  and  steered  for 
St.  Salvador,  in  South  America,  whence,  after 
having  taken  m  a  supply  of  water  and  provisions, 
he  steered  for  Martinique,  with  six  sail  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate,  which  outnumbered  our  squadron 
on  that  station.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane^  having 
with  him  only  four  sail  of  the  line,  kept  sight 
of  his  rival,  and  on  the  sailing  of  Willaumez  from 
Martinique,  followed  him  to  the  northward,  with- 
out any  intention  of  bringing  him  to  action,  unless 
he  should  meditate  an  attack  on  our  islands.  •  In 
passing  St.  Thumas  s,  another  French  ship  of  the 
Une  joined  their  squadron,  with  three  frigates. 

Having  traced  them  as  far  as  Porto  Rico,  the 
Admiral  left  two  frigates  to  watch  their  motions,  and 
returned  to  Tortola.  Sir  J.  Warren  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoesonthe  12th  of  July,  with  a  squadron  of  six  sail  . 
of  the  line:  he  had  been  dispatched  with  all  possible 
diligence,  from  England,  the  moment  the  accounts 
arrived,  that  Willaumez  had  moved  to  the  noi  thr 
ward  of  St  Salvador.  Another  siquadron  of  five 
ships  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  was  sent  in  quest 
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of  the  same  enemy  ;  and  a  third  under  Sir  Thomas 
Louis.  Thus  pursued  abroad,  and  the  ports  block- 
aded at  home,  the  Frrach  Admiral  considered 
his  safety  would  be  best  secured  by  separation. 
He  detached  in  the  Veteran,  of  seventy-four  guns, 
Jerome  Bonaparte,  the  younger  brother  of  the  em- 
peror, who,  falling  in  with  the  Quebec  convoy, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Champion,  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  captured  six  sail  of  them,  which  he 
burnt.  Approaching  the  coast  of  France,  in  the 
latitude  of  Belleisle,  he  was  chased  by  tlie  Gib- 
raltar, of  eighty-four  guns,  and  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  find  his  way  into  the  little  port  of  Concameau, 
in  Britanny,  close  to  the  Gleuan  Islands,  into 
which  no  ship  of  the  line  had  ever  been  before. 
^  The  Veteran  ran  on  the  beach,  and  there  re- 
mained for  some  time.  Jerome,  happy  in  thus 
escaping  from  his  pursuers,  resolved  to  trust  his 
fortune  no  more  on  the  ocean ;  and  his  brother, 
the  emperor,  established  him  in  the  splendid 
palace  of  the  Landgrave  oi  llessc,  in  the  beautiful 
city  of  Hesse  Cassel.  It  is  related  of  Jerome,  that 
having  taken  a  British  transport,  he  conversed  on 
terms  of  familiarity  with  the  captain ;  told  him  what 
great  things  his  brother,  the  emperor,  intended 
to  do  for  him ;  that  he  should  soon  be  a  kmg ; 
but,  he  added,  laying  his  finger  on  the  map  of 
England,  This  is  the  country  I  mean  to  be  king 
of,  and,  rely  on  it,  I  shall  I" 

Willaumez,  after  parting  with  the  Veteran,  en- 
countered a  hurricane  in  the  gull  of  Florida :  his 
ship  the  Foudroyant  was  dismasted,  and  reached 
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the  Havannah  with  much  difficulty,  after  a  severe 
action  with  the  Anson,  of  forty-four  guns,  com- 
manded by  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  Captain 
Lydiard,  who  drove  hini  fur  protection  under  the 
guns  of  the  Moro  Castle.  The  Impetueux,  of 
seyepty-four  guns,  dismasted  and  disabled,  bore 
away  for  the  Chesapeake.  On  the  14th  of  Sept. 
she  fell  in,  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  with  the 

Belleisle,  of  scveuty-four  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  William  Hargood ;  the  Bellona,  seventy* 
&ur;  and  Melampus,  frigate.  These  ships  had 
been  separated  from  the  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  and  were  looking 
for  him  when  the  Impetueux  appeared.  She  no 
sooner  saw  our  squadron  than  her  captain  ran  for 
the  land,  and  laid  his  ship  on  shore  within  a  mile 
of  the  beach.  Captain  Hargood  anchored  near 
her,  took  out  the  prisoners,  and  directed  Captain 
PoyntK,  of  the  Melampus,  to  bum  her.  From  the 
French  cs4>tain  they  iearat  that  the  squadron  of 
Wiliaumez,  after  the  Veteran  had  parted  company, 
consisted  of  the  Foudruyant,  eighty;  Patriote, 
seventy-four;  £ole,  seventy-four;  Cassard,  seventy- 
four;  Impetueux,  seventy-four;  and  Valeureuse, 
frigate.  We  shall  conclude  the  adventures  of  these 
ships  in  another  chapter. 

The  gale,  which  had  disabled  the  French  squa- 
dron, did  considerable  damage  to  that  of  Sir 
Richard  Strachan,  who  was  compelled  to  run  to 
Halifax  for  new  masts  and  yards. 
^  The  union  of  interests  between  Napoleon  and 
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America  grew  more  intimate  .  as  the  former  ad- 
vanced to  arbitrary  power;  and  consequently  the 
presence  of  a  British  naval  force  became  more  ne- 
cessary on  that  coast.   The  nature  of  the  contest 
in  which  we  were  engaged  with  our  implacable 
enemy,  rendered  it  next  to  impossible  not  to  give 
offence  to  America,  the  most  active  and  successful 
of  ail  the  agents  and  carriers  of  the  French  colo- 
nies. Their  vessels  and  cargoes  were  not  the  only 
objects  of  our  search.    The  British  seamen  by 
which  they  were  conducted  were  forcibly  taken 
away ,  and,  m  some  instances,  real  Americans  may 
have,  been  included  in  the  impress.  •  This  was  un- 
avoidable on  our  part ;  and,  we  maintain,  not  a  fair 
cause  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  America.  The 
orders  in  council,  to  which  we  have  so  often  re- 
ferred, tended  very  little  to  allay  the  ferment.  When 
the  colonial  produce  of  the  enemy  is  permitted  to 
be  imported  into  the  mother  country  only  by 
paying  a  duty  to  the  government  of  the  neutral 
state,  to.  whom  the  carrier  flag  belongs,  we  can- 
not suppose  the  arrangement  would  be  very  per- 
manent. The  government  which  framed  this  order 
was  not  long  insensible  of  its  utter  inutility: 
the  Americans,  and  all  neutral  nations,  took  the 
advantage  of  it;  and  we  discovered  that  we  had 
given  up  our  maritune  rights,  and  permitted  the 
trade  of  the  enemy  to  enter  any  of  their  ports  not 
blockaded.    The  order  of  1801  was  then  revoked; 
America  became  discontented,  and  passed  her 

non-importation  laws.   The  stoppage  of  their 

t 
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trade  by  our  ships  of  war  became  in  consequence 
still  more  frequentj  until  a  uatioaal  aaimosity  was 
engendered  against  us,  which  finally  produced  a 
bloody  and  a  useless  war — useless,  since  it  left 
the  questions  precisely  where  it  found  them.  The' 
realcaiise  of  our  hostility  with  America  was  a  de- 
sire  to  enrich  herself  at  our  e^cpeqse,  by  her  vessels 
becoming  the  carriersof  the  colonial  produce  of  our 
enemies;  by  supplying  them  with  warlike  stores, 
and  by  the  scandalous  forgeries  of  certificates  of 
naturalization,  which  it  is  well  known  could  be 
purchased  at  any  time  in  America  by  our  seamen, 
or  on  board  of  her  merchant  ships  for  a  dollar,  if 
not  given  gratis.  The  right  of  search  we  never  can 
concede,  nor  the  right  of  taking  our  seamen  wher- 
ever we  find  them. 

The  first  and  most  unfortunate  circumstance 
which  attended  this  state  of  things  occurred  off 
New  York,  where  the  Cambrian,  of  forty  guns^ 
and  Leander,  of  fifty,  were  ordered  to  cruise  in 
search  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  also  to  examine 
the  cargoes  oi  such  merchant- vessels  of  any  nation 
as  might  be  passing  to  or  firom  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Leander  was  commanded  by  Capt  Henry 
Whitby,  a  young  officer  of  talent  and  strict  honour. 
He  had  been  ordered  by  Captain  Beresford,  of 
the  Cambrian,  to  gain  intelligence  of  what  was 
passing  in  the  port  of  New  York.  In  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  Captain  Whitby  made  a 
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point  ui  not  infringing  the  neutrality,  by  firing  at 
any  vessel  or  using  any  force  within  the  buoy$ 
laid  down  on  the  coast  to  mark  the  dominion  of 
the  American  government.  On  the  2oth  of  April, 
1806,  Captain  Whitby  had  gone  at  half-past  two 
p.  M.  to  dine  on  board  the  Cambriau ;  while 
there  several  coasters  were  fired  at  by  that  ship 
and  the  Leander,  to  bring  them  to  for  the  purpose 
of  examination.  This  was  not  done  within  the 
limits,  but  at  a  distance  of  from  five  to  seven  miles 
from  the  shore.  In  performing  this  service  a  shot 
was  fired  from  the  Leander,  when  Captain  Whitby 
was  not  on  board  of  her,  which,  passing  over  the 
deck  of  a  schooner,  killed,  or  was  declared  to  have 
killed,  a  man  named  John  Pearce :  whether  the 
assertion  was  true  or  not,  and  without  taking 
much  pains  to  come  at  the  real  hctt  a  proclamation 
was  issued  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  forbidding  the  en- 
trance of  the  Leander  into  the  American  ports* 
Captain  Whitby  was  rashly  and  intemperately 
accused  of  having  "  wilfully  and  of  malice  afore- 
thoughti''  murdered  a  man  whom  he  never  saw  nor 
heard  of,  and  whose  death,  if  it  really  happened  at 
that  time,  was  never  satisfactorily  proved.  Mr. 
Jefierson  went  with  the  stream,  and  complied  with 
the  popular  fury.  Public  dispatches,  containing 
false  depositions  and  gross  misrepresentations, 
were  transmitted  to  the  British  admiral  at  Halifax 
On  these  documents,  without  a  witness  to  sub<* 
stantiate  the  charge,  Captain  Whitby  was  soon 
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after  ordered  to  England,  placed  under  an  arrest^ 
and  informed  that  he  was  to  be  tried  by  a  court* 
martial  for  wilful  murder."  By  numerous 
vexatious  delays  on  the  part  of  his  accusers,  tiie 
trial  was  put  off ;  but  he  was  at  length  brought  to  a 
court-martial,  in  the  month  of  April  following,  and 
after  a  patient  iavestigation,  fully  acquitted.  On 
these  simple  facts,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
whole  was  a  scandalous  conspiracy,  concerted  to 
fitrour  the  Yiews  of  a  popular  candidate  for  the 

office  of  President.  One  conclusion  of  two  the 
impartial  reader  must  come  to :  either  that  John 
Pearce  was  not  killed,  or  that  the  vessel  was 
loaded  with  enemy's  property,  and  the  master, 
unwilling  to  submit  to  inspection*  made  his  way 
into  New  York.  No  British  officer  ever  saw  the 
body  of  John  Pearce  ^  nor  did  any  formal  process 
ever  verify  the  fact.  The  elegant  defence  of  Captain 
Whitby,  while  it  carries  conviction  of  his  inno- 
cence, gives  so  just  a  picture  of  the  public  feeling 

in  the  United  States  ap^ainst  this  country,  that  we 
regret  we  cannot  insert  the  whole  of  it,*  though 
we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  perusal  of  every 
young  naval  officer  and  true  friend  to  his  country. 
The  recovery  of  some  portion  of  the  West 

India  Colonies,  or  the  destruction  of  our  own, 

was  the  constant  object  of  Bonaparte  to  the  last 
moment  of  his  political  existence.   Such  was  the 

*  It  is  to  be  found  hi  Ibe  Navil  Chnmicle  of  1S01.  md 
Aalfe't  Naval  Cliroiiolog3r»  vol.  ii. 
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opiuion  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  who  addressed 
the  following  letter  tooneof  hisMajeBty^ininisters : 

liaim  iiouH,  Nov,  aotA,  1806. 

Sir, 

It  is  tvitli'ut  tiiat  Bonaparte  has  in  his  mind's  eje  the 
recovery  of  St.  Dominica  from  ttie  Blacks,  and  that  he  will  feed 
the  garrison  from  time  to  tiTite  with  European  troops.  From 
the  numhers  of  Germans  sod  Poles  found  in  the  frigates  captured 
by  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  it  is  probable  tliey  were  bound  tbither; 
for  it  has  been  his  constant  maxim  to  employ  foreigners  in  I  be 
Fieocb  colonies.  I  fiiercforc  think  tiiat  the  commaoders  of  oar 
squadrons  in  the  West  Indies  should  be  instructed  to  keep  a 
watchitd  eye  on  Ibe  norlh  aide  of  Porto  Rico  and  the  Mona 
passage.   Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  no  doubt  keeps  a  cruiser  oiF 
Deseada,  which  is  the  land  they  always  make  if  tliey  do  not 
touch  at  Idartinique:  there  have  been  instances  of  their  going 
to  Cayenne  for  refreshments  and  Intelligence^  after  a  long  and 

circuitous  passage. 

It  has  been  invariably  remarked,  that  after  every 
signal  defeat  of  the  enemy  's  fleets  they  have  always 
redoubled  their  efforts,  and  turned  their  naval 
resources  to  small  expeditious,  composed  of  light 
squadrons  of  frigates,  with  troops,  and  a  small 
body  of  artillery. 

Captain  G.  C.  Mackenzie,  of  the  Wolfe,  sloop 
of  war,  on  the  Jamaica  station,  captured  two  large 
privateers  after  a  smart  action :  Captain  C. 
H.  Ross,  in  the  Pique,  of  thirty-eight  guns,  cfip* 
tured  the  Phaeton  and  the  Voltigeur,  two  brigs  of 
war,  of  sixteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men  each ;  and  the  boats  of  the  same  ship,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Ward,  boarded  and 
carried  a  Spanish  armed  schooner  of  one  nine- 
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pounder  and  thirty  men.  The  action  w  liich  the 
two  brigs  sustaiDed  .with  the  frigate  was  highly 
creditable  to  them:  they  did  not  surrender  till  cut 
to  pieces,  with  one  half  of  their  crew  killed  or 
wounded.   The  Pique  lost  her  master,  had  eight 

men  killed,  and  fuurtceii  wounded.    Lieut.  Ward 

was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander  into  one 
of  the  brigs. 

Captain  Charles  Brisbane,  of  the  Arethusa, 
of  thirty-eight  guns,  having  the  Ansoli»  of  forty- 
four  ^ns  under  his  orders,  attacked  a  Spanish 
ftigatet  lying  near  the  Moro  Castle,  off  the 
HaTanjm :  although  defended  by  a  fort,  and 
assisted  by  twelve  gun-boats,  each  cariying  a 
twenty-four  pounder  and  one  hundred  men,  Capt. . 
Brisbane  and  his  brave  associates  succeeded  in 
taking  the  frigate,  destroying  the  gun<  boats,  and 
nlencing  the  fort.  ^'The  line  of  d^ence,**  sajrd 
Captain  Brisbane,  in  his  letter  to  Vice-admiral 
Dacres, certainly  appeared  formidable,  added  to 
a  lee  shore ;  but  well  knowing  the  able  and  gallant 
support  1  should  meet  with  from  Capt.  Lydiard, 
I  decided  instantly  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their 
strong  position,  and  bore  up  for  the  purpose, 
having  previously  passed  a  bower  cable  through 
the  stem  port.**  At  ten  o'clock  he  anchored  the 
Aretbusa  close  alongside  the  Pomona,  in  one  foot 
water  more  than  his  ship  drew :  the  Anson  on  the 
larboard  bow  of  the  Aretbusa.  The  action  lasted 
thirty-five  minutes^  when  the  frigate  struck  her 
coloars;  three  of  the  gun*boats  blew  up ;  six  of 
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them  were  sunk ;  and  tiiree  went  on  shore  in  the 
breakers.  Tiie  enemy  now  began  to  fire  red  hot 
shot,  whicli  set  the  Araliliusa  onfire;  bot  theflames 
were  soon  extinguished^  and  a  tremendous  explo* 
sion  at  the  castle»  whmoe  the  aimoyanee  |ho- 
ceeded,  announced  some  melancholy  catastrophe : 
its  iinng  ceased;  and  the  Pomona  (so  the  Spanish 
frigate  was  called),  was  brought  out  and  condueted 
to  Port  Royal.  The  Arethusa  had  two  men  killed, 
and  thirty-two  wounded ;  the  Anson  none  killed 

or  wounded.  The  Spanish  frigate  iiad  twenty 
men  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded:  she  had  on 
board  a  considerable  quantity  of  plate  and  nier* 

chandise. 

The  Captains  J*  S.  Dacres,  George  le  Geyt,  and 
Samuel  Chambers,  commanding  the  Bacchante, 
Stork,  and  Port  Mahon,  were  very  successful  in 
destroying  and  capturing  the  trade  and  pvivateem 

of  the  enemy,  in  the  ports  of  St*  Domingo  and  the 
adjacent  seas. 

Tbe  WM  sloop  of  war,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  G,  C.  Mackenzie,  went  into  Port  Azarades, 
and  attacked  two  French  privateers,  both  of  which, 
after  an  action  of  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes,  she 
tooik ;  one  was  called  Le  Napoleon,  mounting  one 
long  eighteen  pounder,  fimr  brass  six  pounders, 
and  had  eighty  men;  the  other,  Le  ilegulateur, 
mounted  a  long  nine  pounder,  two  twelve  pound 
carronades,  two  fours,  and  sixty~six  men.  The 
great  merit  of  this  action  consisted  in  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  sloop  of  war  near  enough  to  engage, 
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from  the  intricacy  of  the  shoals  with  which  the 
diemy's  schooners  were  mirnmnded.  The  Wolf 
bad  two  men  killed  and  four  wounded. 

Captain  Charies  Dashwood,  in  the  FranshirOi  of 
thirty-six  funs»  having  heard  of  a  Spanish  vessel 
of  war  lying  off  the  town  of  Campeacliy,  cai ned 
his  ship  as  near  to  the  coast  as  her  draught  of 
water  would  admit,  and  anchored  in  a  quarter-less 
iour  fathoms^  hve  leagues  from  the  shore.  He  then 
dispatched  his  boats  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenants John  Fleming  and  P.  J.  Douglas,  and 
U.  Mends,  of  the  Royal  Marines,  with  a  party  of 
vitoleers^-who,  after  rowing  a  whole  night,  found 
themselves  at  four  in  the  morning,  in  the  midst  of 
a  Spanish  force,  consisting  of  two  brigs  of  war,  of 
twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  men 
each;  one  of  twelve  guns  and  nmety  men;  an 
snned  schooner  of  eight  guns,  and  seven  gun-boats. 
With  two  guns  each.    On  perceiving  our  three 
boats,  the  whole  of  this  little  squadron  slipped 
their  caUes,  and  went  in  pursuit ;  but  Lieutenant 
Fleming,  with  heroic  presence  of  mind,  laid  his 
boat  alongside  of  one  of  the  brigs,  which  was  pre- 
pared  for  his  reception,  by  having  her  boarding 
nettings  triced  up,  and  her  sweeps  run  out  to 
pireyent  his  approach.   Lieutenant  Douglas  in- 
stantly followed,  and  boih  were  in  a  very  few 
minutes  in  possession  of  their  prixe,  the  enemy 
pursuing  and  firing  at  them  with  great  impetuosity. 
The  British  sailors,  by  superior  seamanship,  foiled 
them  in  every  attempt,  and  brought  tiie  vessel  out 
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in  triumph.  She  proved  to  be  the  Raposa,  pierced 
for  sixteen  guns,  but  mounting  only  twelve,  with 
a  complement  of  seventy-five  men.  Only  seven 
Englishmen  were  slightly  wounded  in  this  daiiug 
enterprise.  One  officer  and  four  men  were  killed 
on  board  the  enemy ;  many  of  her  men  jumped 
overboard  and  were  drowned;  and  the  commander 
and  twenty-five  men  were  wounded. 

In  the  month  of  August^  Captain  James  R. 
Dacres,  of  the  Bacchante,  of  twenty  guns^  recon- 

noitring  the  harbour  of  Santa  Martha,  saw  a  brig 
and  two  feluccas  lying  there,  which  he  determined 
to  take;  sending  his  boata  in  for  that  purpose 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Norton.  This 
gallant  young  officer,  in  defiance  of  the  heavy  fire 
of  the  fort,  the  beach  lined  with'musketry,  and  the 
vessels,  boarded  and  took  them  ail,  driving  their 
crews  for  shelter  to  the  shore.  Two  of  the  vessels 
had  their  sails  unbent,  which  detained  the  boats 
four  hours  longer  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries ; 
but  they  returned  to  the  ship  with  their  prizes, 
and  had  not  a  man  hurt. 

Among  the  brilliant  displays  of  valour  and  sea* 
manship  in  the  West  Indies,  that  of  Lieutjenant 
Michael  Fitten  deserves  to  be  noticed. 

This  officer,  acting  only  in  the  command  of  the 
Pitt,  a  schooner  mounting  ten  eighteen  pound 
carronades,  and  two  long  six  pounders,  with  a 
crew  of  fifty-four  men  and  boys,  fell  in  with  tlie 
Superbe,  a  French  privateer,  or,  moie  properly 
speaking,  a  pirate,  commanded  by  a  man  named 
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Diroii;  a  noted  character  io  these  seas,  iamed  for 
ius  depredations  on  the  trade  of  every  country,  no 
Blatter  whether  friends  or  foes:  his  vessel  moaiited 
fourteen  guns,  and  had  ninety  men.  Mr.  Fitten, 
twaie  of  the  force  and  character  of  his  enemy,  was 
perfectly  prepared  for  the  worst,  and  made  all  sail 
ia  chasoy  out  of  Cape  Nicholas  Mole.  The  pri- 
TBteer,  with  two  prizes,  was  steering  for  the  har- 
bour of  Baracoa,  in  Cuba.  Coming  up  with  him  off 
tke  harbour's  mouth»  a  sharp  action  ensued,  which 
lasted  near  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the 
Pitt  being  much  disabled,  the  Superbe  for  a  time 

escaped  from  her.  There  w  ere  four  or  five  pri- 
vateers of  the  same  ilag  lying  in  the  harbour ;  but 
these  people  never  assist  each  other,  unless  im- 
pelled by  the  prospect  of  gain.  Mr.  Fitten 
Impaired  his  damages,  and  renewed  his  pursuit, 
which,  after  nearly  three  days  and  nights,  ter- 
nunated  by  liis  driving  on  shore  and  totally 
destroyiog  the  vessel,  bringing  away  the  colours 
and  some  other  articles,  as  trophies  of  his  victory: 
the  captain  and  greater  part  of  the  crew  escaped 

to  the  shore;  but  on  her  decks  were  found  several 
dead,  and  many  mortally  wounded.  This  vessel 
had  done  great  injury  to  our  commerce ;  and  Mr. 
Fitten  was  highly  commended  by  Admiral  Dacres 
for  his  brave  and  zealous  conduct. 

In  the  month  of  August,  Rear-admiral  Dacres 
having  learnt  that  the  enemy  had  collected  a 
number  of  small  vessds  at  Batibano,  detached  the 
Captains  Le  Geyt  and  Rushworth  in  the  Stork 
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niul  Supci  ]euic  sloops  of  war,  with  the  Flying  Fish 
and  Pike  schooners^  ta  bcmg  them  out.  The  whole 
enterprise  was  crowned  with  complete  sMoees. 
Captain  Le  Geyt  finding,  on  reaching  the  isle  of 
Pines,  that  the  Stork  could  iiot»  firom  her  draoght 
of  water,  approach  nearer  than  thirty  leagues  of 
the  port,  detached  Captain  Roshworth  in  the  Su- 
perieure,  with  the  two  schooners,  and  a  party  of 
seamen  and  marines  from  the  Stork,  to  cany  the 
Admiral's  orders  into  ezecutioiL  On  the  2&0k  of 
August,  Capt.  Rusliworth  and  lus  little  squadrou 

parted  from  the  Stork;  and  on  the  3d  oi  Septem- 
ber, finding  from  cahns  and  baffling  winds  that  they 
could  not  bring  the  vessels  nearer  to  Batibano,  he 
landed  with  a  party  of  sii^ty-three  men,  ten  of 
which  he  left  to  guard  the  boats,  and  boldly  ad- 
vanced with  the  others  to  attack  a  battery  two 
miles  distant:  marshy  ground  obstracted  their 
progress ;  and  a  party  of  the  enemy's  soldiers 
concealed  themselves  in  the'  thidc  bushes,  wllioh 
lay  in  their  road;  but  these  were  quickly  dis- 
lodged and  put  to  flight,  leaving  two  of  their  party 
dead  and  one  wounded.  The  situation  of  our 
people  now  became  desperate .  the  whole  country 
was  alarmed;  the  regulars  and  the  militia  wese 

under  arms,  assisted  by  the  crews  of  the  vessels 
in  the  bay:  to  retreat  was  impossible;  safety 
only  was  to  be  expected  firom  the  most  desperate 
measures.  Captain  Rushworth,  at  the  head  of 
his  men,  started  forward,  and  in  the  midst  of  a 
volley  of  great  guns  and  small  arms,  mounted 
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tke  amy's  walls,  andcarmd  ike  fort  in  tbiee 

minutes :  here  they  found  six  eighteen  pounders, 
on  travening  camages,  which  they  spikedi  and 
Aen  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  the  vessels, 
which  consisted  of  one  felucca,  pierced  for  four- 
teen guns ;  a  schooner,  pierced  for  twdve ;  and  a 
French  privateer,  of  four  guns ;  with  three  other 
Spanish  vassals,  of  one  gun  each,  and  riz  vmels 
with  cargoes.  The  loss  on  our  part,  was  one  man 
severely  wounded,  that  of  the  enemy  very  con- 
flidflrable* 

Captain  Chambers,  in  the  Port  Mahon,  a  brig  of 
sixteen  gnns^  having  chased  a  Spanish  letter  ol 
nnurque  into  the  harbour  of  Banes,  sent  in  his  boats 
underlie  command  of  Lieutenant  John  Marshall, 
who  boarded  and  brought  her  out,  though  lying 
xanier  the  protection  of  a  battery.  She  was  called 
Ae  San  Josef,  was  richly- laden,  mounted  one  long 
eighteen  pounder,  a  midships  four  twelve  pound 
caironades,  and  two  tour  pounders,  with  thirty 
men,,  who  were  all  on  d^,  and  well  armed,  pre* 
pared  to  defend  their  vessel  to  the  last.  It  is 
mnaikaUe  that  though  the  oars  were  broken,  and 
several  shot  struck  die  boats^  not  an  Englishman 
was  hurt  in  this  daring  enterprise. 

In  the  third  volume  of  tins  woric,  we  btieBy 
noticed  the  second  capture  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope^  by  the  Bhtish  land  and  sea  ibices,  under 
die  eommand  of  Captain  Sir  Home  Popham,  and 
Ma}or-general  Sir  David  Baird.  Captain  Popham 
remained  senior  officer  at  the  Cqpe  of  Good  Hope« 
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While  Ijring  in  Table  Bay  with  his.  squadron, 

a  French  frigate  was  seen  coming  in,  the  captain 
of  which  was  quite  ignorant  that  the  place  had 
changed  masters;  the  forts  still  retained  the 
Dutch  colours^  which  were  also  displayed  by 
his  majesty's  ships.  The  frigate  at  12  o'clock 
passed  within  hail  of  the  Diadem,  when  Sir  Home, 
having  the  Raisonabie,  of  sixty-ibur  guns,  and 
Narcissus,  outside  of  him,  and  under  sail,  hoisted 
the  British  colours,  and  commanded  the  French- 
man to  strike,  which  he  immediately  did,  and 
was  taken  possession  of.  She  ^vas  called  La  Vo- 
lontaire,  one  of  their  largest  class  frigates,  mount- 
ing forty-six  guns,  with  a  complement  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  men ;  in  her  were  also  re-cap- 
tured a  detachment  of  the  fifty-fourth  regiment, 
consisting  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  men, 
which  she  had  taken  iu  transports  m  the  Bay  of 
Biscay. 

On  the  26th,  Captain  John  StUes  of  the  Ada- 
mant, of  fifty  guns,  arrived  m  False  Bay,  at  the 
Cape,  with  the  Spanish  ship  of  war,  Nuestro 
Senora  de  Los  dolores,  mounting  thirty  guns,  and 
carrying  three  hundred  and  fifteen  men.  This 
ship  had  been  fitted  out  in  the  Rio  de  La  Plata, 
and  manned  with  a  desperate  gang,  collected  firom 
all  nations. 

'  The  officers  of  the  Terpsichore  of  thirty-two 
guns,  Captain  Walter  Bathurst,  performed  a  piece 

of  service,  which  may  justly  rank  in  the  highest 
class  of  naval  enterprise. 
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A  French  corvette^  caDed  La  Turliviette,  pierced 

for  eighteen  guns,  two  only  mounted,  and  having 
on  board  a  half  cargo  of  coffee^  was  moored  under 
the  fortt,  and  secured  by  bakers  to  the  shore,  in 
the  port  of  St.  Dems,  in  the  Isle  of  Bourbon.  She 
was  guarded  by  an  armed  ship,  and  several  small 
craft ;  field-pieces  were  brought  down  to  the 
water  aide,  where  troops,  riflemen,  and  her  own 
crew,  awaited  the  expected  attack* 

Lieutenant  Augustus  L.  R.  Collins^  of  the 
Terpsichore,  Lieutenants  Laurence  and  Sweet,  of 
the  royal  marines,  Robson,  Orlebar,  Aplin,  and 
Wormold,  midshipmen,  with  a  party  of  seamen 
and  marines,  yentured  in  a  dear  moonlight  night 
to  attack  this  vessel.  They  were  received  with 
volleys  of  shot  and  shells,  but  got  on  board.  Mr. 
Collins  cut  her  muoriugs,  and  loosed  the  few  sails 
she  had  bent  It  was  nearly  calm.  Mr.  Lau- 
rence with  all  the  boats  took  her  in  tow :  his  own 
boat  was  instantly  sunk,  himself  wounded,  and 
one  man  killed ;  he  got  into  the  next,  which  had 
the  same  fate,  and  three  men  killed  ;  he  then  with 
his  people  jumped  into  the  launch,  the  only  boat 
remaining,  and  finally  succeeded  in  towing  the 
prize  clear  out  to  sea.  This  capture  was  con- 
sidered by  Sir -Edward  Pellew»  as  deserving  his 
approbation  in  public  orders. 

Captain  James  Jameson  of  the  Honourable 
Company's  ship,  the  Fame,  carrying  sixteen  guns, 
and  one  himdred  men,  fought  La  Piedmontaise,  a 
French  frigate  of  forty-four  guns,  and  four  hun- 
dred men,   for  forty  minutes,  killing  six,  and 
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wounding  many  more  of  her  people*  The  Fame 
had  one  man  killed,  and  five  wounded  ;  but  the 

ship  being  completely  disabled,  and  without  any 
prospect  of  escape.  Captain  Jameson  sttrrendered. 
His  conduct  was  highly  approved  by  the  Court 
of  Directors^  and  he  was  soon  after  intrusted  with 
a  much  better  command. 

In  the  eastern  seas,  the  success  of  the  cruisers 
was  far  more  conspicuous.  Captain  Chailes  £1* 
phinstone,  in  the  Greyhound,  of  thirty- two  guns, 
and  Captain  T.  Trowbridge,  in  the  Harrier,  of 
eighteen  guns,  after  having  destroyed  two  Dutch 
armed  brigs,  discovered  four  sail  of  large  vessels, 
on  the  25th  July,  in  the  straits  of  Salayev.  Waltz- 
ing till  daylight  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the 
strangers ;  they  ran  down  and  discovered  one  of 
them  to  be  a  frigate,  another  a  sloop  of  war,  and 
the  two  others  armed  ships  of  eight  hundred  and 
five  hundred  tons  burthen.  The  enemy  formed  a 
line  to  receive  the  Greyhound  and  Harrier,  who 
were  v^  soon  in  the  midst  of  them,  in  elose 
action.  The  Dutch  fought  for  some  time  with 
tolerable  bravery ;  but  when  Trowbridge  saw  bis 
friend  Eiphinstone  engaged  with  the  firigate,  he 
ran  under  her  stern,  and  a-head  of  her  second, 
engaging  on  both  sides,  and  raking  them  with 
execution  ;  by  such  valour  and  skill  united,  these 
two  British  vessels  soon  overpowered  their  ene-. 
mies.  The  frigate,  and  the  two  large  ships 
were  taken;  the  brig  escaped.  The  whole  of 
them  had  on  board  very  valuable  cargoes,  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  Molucca  Islands.   The  frigate  was 
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called  the  Pdlas,  moonted  thirty  guns.  The  Vic- 
toria and  tlie  Batam  were  the  names  of  the 
othm.  TbiB  gallant  action  tenninated  with  the 
loss  on  our  side  of  one  man  killed,  and  eleven 
wounded.  The  enemy  had  twdve  killed,  and 
thirty-nine  wounded  :  Captain  Aalbers  of  the 
PaUas  died  oi  his  wounds  soon  after  his  capture. 

On  the  ISthof  October*  Captain  Rainier  took  a 
brig  from  Bautam,  and  learnt  that  a  Dutch  frigate 
of  thirty-six  guns,  called  the  Phcenbiy  was  refitting 
at  Omrust ;  determined  to  bring  her  out,  he  made 
sail  for  that  port.   On  his  way  thither  he  fell  in 
wHk  two  Dutch  brigs  of  war  at  aiidior ;  one  of 
these  he  captured,  the  other  escaped  :  the  vessel 
taken  waa  called  the  Zeerop»  of  fourteen  gima« 
While  employed  in  securing  her,  the  Phcenix  was 
observed  to  slip  from  the  road  of  Omrust,  and  run 
for  Batavia.  The  Dutch  prisoners  informed  Cap- 
tam  Rainier,  that  the  Mana,  another  Dutch  iiigatc, 
was  lying  in  Batavia  roads,  manned  from  the 
shore,  and  aware  of  their  approach.   The  Caro- 
line held  on  her  course,  till  she  discovered  the 
M arii,  and  with  her  the  William,  a  sloop  of  war, 
and   the  other  brig  which  bad  escaped.  In 
spite  of  all  this  force,  and  a  swarm  of  gun-boats, 
the  gallant  Rainier  selected  the  Mwtik  as  the 
largest  frigate,  and  consequently  the  most  worthy 
his  attention,  for  as  antagonist ;  and  with  springs 
on  both  cables,  ran  lato  a  very  intricate  roadstead, 
sustaining  the  fire  of  his  numerous  adversaries, 
without  returning  a  shot,  until  he  was  within 
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half  pistol  shot  of  the  frigate,  when  he  b^jan  and 

continued  the  action,  till  the  enemy  struck.  On 
boarding,  she  proved  to  be  the  Mari^  Rygersber- 
gen,  of  thirty-flix  guns,  eighteen  pounders,  and  two 
hundred  and  seventy  men.  Unable  to  effect  any 
farther  operations  on  the  other  Yess^ls,  being  fifty- 
one  men  shurt  ol"  complement,  when  he  went  into 
action,  Captain  Rainier  brought  out  his  prize,  and 
anchored  both  ships  in  the  offing. 

In  this  action  the  Dutch  frigate  had  fifty  men 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  loss  on  board  the 
Caroline,  was  four  killed,  six  mortally  and  twelve 
slightly  wounded.  It  is  remarkable  that  after  the 
surrender  of  the  Mari^,  the  force  which  remained, 
being  stiii  su&cient  to  have  destroyed  the  Caro- 
line, preferred  running  on  shore,  together  with 

seven  merchant  ships. 

The  invasion  of  the  Spanish  settlements- on  the 
Rio  de  La  Plata,  in  the  year  1806,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the 
continent  of  South  America ;  and  to  have  given 

another  turn  and  character  to   the  poHtics  of 

Europe.  The  capture  of  the  rich  settlement  of 
Buenos  A3nres  seemed  at  once  to  open  a  new 
source  of  commerce  to  the  merchants  of  Britain, 
then  debarred  from  direct  intercourse  with  their 

neighbours;  and  to  have  threatened  the  immediate 
ruin  of  Spain,  by  depriving  her  of  the  treasures 
which  she  drew  from  her  inexhaustible  mines  in 
Mexico  and  Peru.  These  anticipations  have  been 
in  a  great  measure  realized :  but  the  enterprise  of 
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Sir  Home  Popham,  undertaken  without  orders 
from  home,  caused  very  singular  and  contradic* 
torjr  Bensations.   From  the  mament  the  British  • 
flag  was  seen  to  wave  on  the  torts  of  a  Spanish 
colony*  their  entire  separation  from  the  mother 

country  was  decreed  and  it  ^vas  not  long  before 

the  &une  of  liberty  spread  from  La  Plata  to  Flo* 
rida,  and  from  Valparaiso  to  Mexico. 

We  have  already  observed  that  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham  had  heen  left  with  the  command  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ships  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  .  That  newly 
acquired  colony  was  scarcely  well  secured  from 
insurrection  or  invasion,  when  he  collected  all  the 
forces,  both  naval  and  mihtaryy  which  could  be 
spared  from  it,  and  taking  on  board  Major^fgene- 
ral  Beresford,  proceeded  to  St.  Helena,  wliere 
they  expected  a  further  reinforcement  of  troops 
from  the  garrison  of  that  island  ;  sailing  thence 
on  the  2d  of  May,  they  made  Cape  St.  Mary's  on 
the  coast  of  South  America*  on  the  8th  of  June* 
Sir  Home  Popham  had  preceded  the  fleet  some 
days  in  the  Narcissus  frigate.  The  expedition 
anchored  on  that  day  near  the  Island  of  Flores, 
passed  Monte  Video  on  the  following  day,  and 
proceeded  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  on  which 

the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  situated.  'The 
Rio  de  La  Plata  is  remarkably  shoal ;  the  fiats 
extending  so  far  from  its  banks,  as  to  render 
the  approach  impracticable  for  large  ships»  and 
dangerous  for  small  ones.  The  attack  on  the 
capital  was  nevertheless  determined ;  the  trans- 
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porls  and  smaller  vessels  approached  wiih  the 
troops  and  artillery.  The  ships  of  the  line,  Dia- 
dem and  Raisonuble,  and  the  Diornc  cle  of  foi  ty- 
four  guns,  being  ordered  by  the  Commodore  to 
cmise  off  Maldonado,  and  the  month  of  the  river. 
The  depth  of  water  not  admittmg  of  the  approach 
of  the  NarcissnSy  within  less  than  twrive  miles  of 
the  town.  The  expedition  anchored,  on  the  25th 
of  June,  off  Point  Quelmey  k  Pouichiou,  where  the 
army  landed  m  the  evening,  accompanied  by  the 
marine  battalion,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
William  King  of  the  Diadem.   General  Beresford 

having  effected  his  landing  without  loss  or  opposi- 
tion,  found  his  enemy  posted  behind  a  morass  at 
the  village  of  ReducciOD,  about  two  miles  from 
the  beach.  The  General  advanced  until  his  guns 
were  checked  in  die  bog ;  and  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  foreseen  the  difficulty,  opened  a  tire  on  them. 
General  Beresibrd  finding  the  artillery  could  not 
readily  be  brought  up,  advanced  without  it.  The 
Spaniards,  who  had  two  thousand  cavalry,  fled  at 
the  approach  of  our  troops;  the  British  army 

mounted  the  hill  in  spite  of  all  their  hrc  of  ord- 
nance and  musketry  ;  dislodged  the  enemy, 
pursued  and  drove  them  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  little  river  Chuelo,  the  bridge  of  which  the 
Spaniards  burnt,  to  secure  their  retreat ;  a  precau- 
tion which  g-ave  them  very  little  respite.  On  the 
27th,  It  blew  so  hard  that  no  intercourse  could  be 
kept  up  between  the  fleet  and  the  army ;  and  on 
the  28th,  the  British  dag  was  displayed  on  the 
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walls  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  castle  fired  a  royal 
salute,  which  wa&  answered  by  the  ships  of  the 
aquadron.  The  goTenior  had  capitulated,  giving 
up  every  thing  to  the  mercy  of  the  captors,  who 
gmerouflly  restored  all  the  private  property  to  the 
owners ;  which,  in  vessels  alone  afloat  on  the  river, 
amounted  to  one  milhoa  and  a  hall'  of  dollars. 
The  property  taken,  belonging  to  the  government^ 
amounted  to  one  million  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  thoasand  three  hundred  and  twenty-three 
dollars,  in  specie,  bonds,  ordnance,  and  other 
stores.  The  news  of  the  capture  of  the  colony 
was  received  in  England  with  great  acclamation, 
except  at  the  Admiralty.  Their  Lordships  were 
dkaatiafied  with  the  mode  of  its  execution,  and 
disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  Sir  Home  Popham, 
both  in  diverting  the  forces  from  the  Cape,  and 

I. 

in  asraming  the  rank  and  title  of  a  Commodore 
with  a  Captam  under  him.  Rear-admiral  Stirling 
was  sent  out  to  supersede  him,  and  he  was  or- 
dered home  under  arrest,  to  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial. 

Sir  Home  Popham  it  appears,  had  been  di* 
rected,  after  having  secured  the  possession  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  embark  as  many  troops  as 
could  be  spared,  and  to  send  them  on  to  India, 
under  convoy  of  the  fieiliqueux ;  and  by  a  sub- 
sequent order,  he  was  directed  to  send  home, 
without  delay,  all  the  transports  not  wanted  to  go 
to  India.  These  orders,  he  positively  disobeyed. 
That  he  had  reason  to  expect  an  attack  would 
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soon  be  made  on  the  Cape,  was  evident  from  the 
capture  of  the  Volontaire,  which  came  into  the 
Bay,  in  perfect  confidence  that  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Dutch,  or  that  the  fleet  of  Admiral 
Willaumez,  to  which  she  belonged,  had  arrived 
before  her.  The  approach  of  this  squadron  re- 
ceived farther  conhrmation  by  the  arrival  of  a 
whaler,  which  had  seen  a  number  of  large  ships  in 
latitude  33*"  south,  aud  longitude  50''  east.  On 
the  same  day  a  brig  from  Tonningen  reported 
that  she  had  been  boarded  by  a  squadron  of 
French  ships  of  war,  in  the  latitude  of  33''  23'  and 
longitude  6"*  10^  east.  From  all  the  information 
he  could  obtain  from  these  sources,  he  might  as 
justly  have  inferred,  that  they  were  bound  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  to  the  Isle  of  France,  or  to 
the  West  Indies.  Ue  received  this  intelligence  on 
the  10th  of  March,  and  on  the  13th  of  April,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Mr.  Marsdeu,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  announcing  his  intention  of  attack- 
ing Buenos  Ayres  ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  fur- 
nished the  most  unanswerable  reasons  why  he 
should  have  remained  on  his  post,  with  redoubled 
vigilance. 

After  his  departure,  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  proved  the  defenceless  state  in  which  he 
left  the  colony,  as  to  ships  of  war,  and  afforded  a 
strong  argument  against  him  at  home.  The 
Canonniere,  Ibrmerly  La  Minerve,  taken  from  us 
in  1803,  at  Cherbourg,  anchored  in  Simon's  Bay, 
and  sent  her  boat  on  shore,  with  an  officer  and 
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eight  men,  who  were  taken.  The  forts  immedi- 
ataly  opened  on  the  ihgate  with  red-hot  shot;  but 
she  cut  her  cable  and  escaped  to  8ea»  there  bemg 
no  ship  to  pursue  her. 

At  that  time  it  was  too  much  the  fiishion  to 
estimate  every  conquest  by  the  quantum  of  Bri- 
tish merchandise  which  the  newly  acquired  sub- 
jects might  consume.  In  his  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Admiralty,  Sir  Home  says — '*  1  have 
only  presumed  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  advan« 
tages  which  we  may  derive  by  the  exports  from 
tlus  country;  by  the  channel  of  importation  which 
it  opens  up  a  navigable  river  of  many  hundred 
leagues,  to  supply  several  millions  of  inhabitants 
with  the  manu&ctures  of  the  United  Kingdom; 
there  is,  liowever,  another  of  not  less  consequence, 
on  any  consideration^  which  is  that  of  depriving 
the  enemy  of  this  most  valuable  trade,  carried  on 
entirely  under  neutial  flags. '  It  was,  however, 
very  justly  observed  in  answer  to  this,  that  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  neutrals  supplied  the 
South  American  continent  from  our  markets,  and 
brought  us  hides,  tallow,  tobacco,  and  specie 
in  return.  Sir  Home  arrived  in  England  eaiiy 
in  1806;  his  trial  commenced  on  board  the 
Gladiator,  in  Portsmoath  harbour,  on  the  sixth  of 
March.  • 

The  names  of  the  officers  who  composed  the 
Court  were— 


VOL.  IV. 
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Admiral  WM.  YOUNG,  PrMidcnt. 
Vice-Admiral  S.  E.  GowBR.    Vice-Admiral  Holloway/ 
VMe-Adraiial  S.  B.  Rowlky*  Vioe-AdiiiiialH.£»STAMKOPK. 
Rear-AdminlJ.  Vashon  «      Rw-AdminilSir  LComx. 
Rear-Admind  Sir  Rich.  J.    Capt.  S.  H.  LinzeS. 

J.  Strachan.  Capt.  M.  Scott. 

Captain  Thos.  Graves.       Capt.  Uoo.  C.  Boyui. 
GsplaiQ  JohmIewin. 

MOSES  GREETHAM,  Judge  Admtte. 

J'  • 

The  order  to  Admiral  Young  from  the  Admiralty 
was  then  read,  part  of  which  was  as  follows ; — 

(COPY.) 

ADfif IRALTY  ORDER. 
By  tftp  Commissianerg  for  execnting  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  tht  UmiUd  Km^;4om  of  GtmI  Briimm 

Wbcteai,  by  an  Older,  dated  the  29th  of  July,  1805,  Sir 
Home  PophaiQ,  then  Captain  of  hit  Ifijesty's  ship  Diadem,  trt» 
directed  to  take  under  his  command  his  Mi^esty's  ships  Belli* 

qucux,  Raisooabie,  Diomede,  Narcissus,  and  Leda,  the  Espoir 
&loop,  and  Encouoter  guu-brig,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the 
enemy's  settletueuts  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  coujimctioa 
with  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Major-Gcoeral  Sir  David 
Baird,  which  settlements  were  surrendered  to  the  ships  and 
troops  aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  January,  IBOG  :  Antl  whercus 
it  appears,  by  letters  from  the  said  Sir  Home  Popham  to  our 
Secretary,  dated  the  isth  and  30th  of  April  following,  that  with 
a  fiew  to  attack  the  Spanish  settlements  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
.  for  which  he  had  no  direction  or  authority  whatever,  he  did 
withdnw  from  the  Cape  the  whole  of  the  naval  force  which 
been  placed  under  his  command  for  the  sole  puipoie  of  protect" 
iag  it :  thereby  leavuig  the  Cape,  which  it  was  hb  duty  to  guard, 
not  only  exposed  to  attack  and  insult,  but  even  without  the 
means  of  affividing  protection  to  the  trade  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, or  of  taking  possession  of  any  ships  of  the  enemy,  which 
might  have  put  into  any  of  the  bays  or  harbours  of  the  Cape  or 
parts  adjacent;  all  which  he  the  said  Sir  Home  Popham  did, 
notwithstlinding  that  be  had  received  previous  information  of 
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irtachmeQU  of  the  eneniyt  abipt  being  at  sea,  and  in  the 
MigbbourboocI  of  the  Cape;  a«d  oolwithttamliiig  be  bad  been 
wifipnmtd  tbat  ft  ttmoh  $qmimn  ivat  exptcted  at  tbe  Maiiiitiiit» 
whiab  ha  iaiiifwd  us*  hy  hit  fetter  to  our  Seerataiy^  dated 
the  Ml  of  April,  1906,  oalj  loar  daya  prior  to  hia  depaifufe 
ham  the  Cape  Ibt  the  Rio  de  l#  Plata. 

Aod  whcreaa  it  appean  to  us,  that  a  due  regard  to  tbe  good 
of  hb  Miyesty'a  tervicc  tmperioutly  demanda  that  to  tlagniDt  a 
breach  of  public  duty  should  not  pass  unpunished:  And 
whtTcas  by  our  order  datnl  ilic  'Jailj  of  July,  lauG,  Rear- 
admiral  Stirling  was  dircL  tcfl  to  send  the  said  Sir  Home  Popbam 
to  England,  nliich  he  has  done  accoriliugly ;  And  wfiereas  Sir 
Home  Popham  was  on  his  arrival  put  under  nu  arrest  by  our 
order,  and  is  now  at  Portsmouth  awaiting  bis  trial.** 

The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Jetvis, 

the  Solicitor  of  the  Admiralty.  It  consisted  in 
reading  the  orders  under  which  his  force  bad  been 
sent  out,  with  the  views  and  intentions  of  govern- 
joeat;  and  imputing  blame  to  Sir  Home  for 
having  exceeded  his  <Nrders  and  quitted  his  sta- 
tion. 

When  this  was  finished,  the  prisoner  entered  on 

his  defence,  which  occupied  three  days.  Lord 
MelviUe,  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  and  many  distin- 
guished persons  were  subpoenaed  to  give  evidence 
in  his  favour.  At  the  conclusion  he  thus  address- 
ed the  Court : — 

"Mr.  President, 

**  I  here  close  ray  defence;  ^nd  I  throw  myself  upon  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  this  Honourable  Court ;  my  feelings  and 
uy  character  have  suffered  aevereljf,  but  I  trust  to  your  judgoMut 
to  relieve  the  one*  and  to  rescue  the  other.  If  1  have,  in  the 
eieicise  of  my  zeal,  exceeded  the  stricteat  bounds  of  discretion* 
I  hope  it  wiU  he  evident*  1  have  been  actuated  solely  by  a  desire 
to  promote  the  hooour,  the  iatereats*  and  the  glory  of  my 
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country;  Had  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  those  great  objects, 
aided  by  my  gallant  followers,  and  fostered  by  the  snperintend-  , 
ing  band  of  Providence,  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  put 
in  the  posseaatoD  of  the  two  capitals  of  two  qnartecB  of  the 
globe,  I  tmst  itr  wUi  be  finind,  upon  a  close  examinatum  of  my 
defence*  that  the  very  head  and  front  of  nj  oIKending  fanth  thti 
extent— no  motel" 

After  which  the  Court  being  cleared  for  a  short 
time,  it  was  re-opened|  fmd  the  following  sentence 

given:  ' 

^*  That  the  charges  had  been  proved  against  the  said  Caplain 
Sir  Home  Popham.- — Tliat  the  withdrawing,  without  orders  so 
to  do,  the  whole  of  -^ny  iiaval  force  from  the  place  where  it  is 
diKi  ted  to  be  employed,  and  the  employing  it  in  distant 
operalions  ;it»ainst  the  enemy;  more  especially  if  the  success  of 
such  operations  should  be  Iikdy  to  prevent  lis  speedy  return, 
may  be  attendc(i  with  the  most  serious  inconvenience  to  the 
public  service,  as  the  success^ of  any  plan  formed  by  his 
Majesty Ministers  for  operations  against  the  enemy*  in  which 
5ucji  mival  force  might  be  included,  may  by  such  removal  be 
entirely  prevented.  And  the  Court  further  agreed*  that  the 
condact  of  the  aaid. Captain  Sir  Home  Popbauj  in  the  with- 
drawping  the.  whole  of  the  naval  force  under  bis  command  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope*  and  the  proceeding  wttb  it  to  the  Rio 
de  la  Phita,  was  highly  censurable ;  but  in  consideration  of 
circnmstances  did  adjudge  bim  to  be  ONbT  sbtbrbly 

BBFRIMANDED**^ 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  might  have 
been  as  to  the  merits  of  this  affair  in  London*  the 
sentence  pronounced  by  thirteen  officers  decided 
its  character*  and  vindicated  the  authority  of  the 
Admiralty  and  the  discipline  of  the  navy.  But  for 
this  sentence  no  dependance  could  have  been 
placed  in  the  continuance  of  any  force  in  the 
station  assigned  to  it. 
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Sir  Home  Popham  attempted  to  justify  himself 
by  the  example  of  Earl  St.  Vmcent,  who,  from 
Cadiz,  ordered  a  detachment  under  Lord  Nelson 
to  attack  Santa  Cruz.  The  naval  reader  will  per- 
€ei?e  that  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  analogy 
between  tlie  two  cases ;  the  Earl  being  a  com- 
mander-in-chief, witli  almost  unlimited  power; 
with  a  force  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  such  a 
sabtractton ;  and  the  state  of  mutiny  in  which  the 
fleet  then  was,  rGquirmg  some  object  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  seamen ;  Sir  Uome»  on  the  con- 
trary, had  been  sent  on  a  specific  and  limited, 
service,  without  any  discretionary  power ,  and 
having  completed  the  object  for  which  he  was 
sent  out,  he  was  expressly  directed  how  to  dispose 
of  the  remaining  superfluous  force.   It  was  also 

justly  observed  that  the  valuable  colony  uf  the  Capo 
was  exposed  to  danger,  for  the  uncertain  chance 
of  great  private  gain  to  individuals.  The  capture 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  acquisition  of  .  wealth 
and  honour*  were  almost  immediately  succeeded 
by  the  defeat  of  General  Beresford,  and  the  sur- 
render of  his  whole  army,  with  the  disappointment 

of  all  the  hopes,  and  the  ruin  of  most  uf  the  spe- 
culators who  bad  listened  to'  theflatteringprospects 
held  out  by  the  Commodore. 

Long  before  the  dispatches  reached  England, 
containing  the  account  of  the  surrendep  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  the  place  was  retaken.  The  Spaniards  had 
recovered  from  their.first  surprise  and  panic:  they 
saw  with  indignation  that  they  had  been  dis- 
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possessed  of  their  capital  by  a  handiiil  of  men, 
whom  they  with  littie  difiiculty  might  overcome. 
Colonel  LiniefSt  a  Frenchman  of  talent  and  intre- 
pidity, crossed  the  river  from  Monte  Video  to 
Buenos  Ayrea^  with  one  thousand  men*  With  this 
reinforcement  the  inhabitants  acquired  confidence; 
the  British  troops  in  the  citadel  were  summoned 
to  surrender ;  the  whole  population  rose  in  arms. 
The  General  would  have  retreated  to  the  ships^ 
but  bad  weather  prevented  M  communication.  An 
action  ensued  in  the  square  and  streets  of  the 
town ;  every  house  was  a  fortification,  from  the 
roof  and  windows  of  which  musketry  and  missiles 
were  unceasingly  directed,  until  our  men  were 
compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  become 
prisoners  of  war.  One  hundred  and  fifty  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  the  Greneral,  with  one 
thousand  three  hundred  men,  marched  away  to 
the  interior.  Sir  Home  Popham,  who  from  the 
quarter-deck  of  the  Diadem  was  a  witness  to  this 
reverse  of  fortune,  made  bitter  eomplainto  in  his 

public  letter  of  the  Bishop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who 
had  permitted  a  gun  to  be  placed  on  the  tower  of 
a  churcli  to  annoy  the  British  troops.  In  defend-* 
ing  the  liouses  of  his  countrymen  from  violation 
and  plunder,  we  admire  the  bold  ingenuity  of  the 
patriotic  bishop ;  and  even  if  the  act  could  by  the 
most  scrupulous  be  considered  a  pro&nation,  we 

humbly  conceive  that  the  last  person  who  could 
have  any  right  to  complain  would  have  been  Sir 
Home  Popham. 


Digitized  by 


IfiOO.]  SOUTH  AMERICA.  87 

WhQe  these  events  were  passing  in  the  south, 
the  Spanish  settlements  in  the  Caraceas,  wer^ 
slightly  diatnrbed  by  the  enterprise  of  Francisoa 
de  Miranda,  whose  fortune  had  grown  out  of  the 
Vswch  revolution:  he  was  a  native  of  South 
America,  and  had  been  a  general  under  the  ce- 
lebrated Dunu)uri^»  with  whom  he  served  in 
Flanders;  bat  not  deeming  himself  safe  under  the 
government  of  tlie  Convention,  he  had  quitted 
that  service,  and,  in  1807,  aimed  at  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  native  land. 

Wearied  with  iruitless  applications  in  En^nd, 
where  his  projects  were  disregarded  as  chimerical, 
Miranda  sailed  for  America ,  and  having  gained  a 
lew  partisans  at  New  York,  left  that  place  early  in 
February,  1806,  in  a  ship  called  the  Leander,  with 
.not  more  than  two  hundred  followers,  and  a  very 
small  supply  of  ordnance  stores  and  clothing,  the 
vessel  being  only  two  hundred  tons  burden. 
Miiranda  held  out  to  his  follo'^^'ers  every  encour^ge- 
laent  of  support  from  the  British  government  ait 
liome,  and  her  admirals  and  generals  abroad. 
.Steering  for  the  Mona  passage,  he  fell  in  with  the 
Cleopatra  British  frigate,  by  the  captain  and  offi- 
cers of  which  he  was  severely  scrut^nused;  nine" 
^n  of  his  men  wete  impressed,  being  Irishmen ; 
iand  it  became  a  question  whether  the  Leander, 
•under  h^  suspicious  character,  should  not  be 
•taken  to  Bermuda  for  legal  adjudication.  Miranda, 
rto  eecape  this  detection,  was  cpmpeUed  to  shew 
3m  papers,  and  impart  his  designs  to  the  British 
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captain ;  oa  which  he  was  suffered  to  depart,  and 
reached  the  port  of  Jaqaemel  in  Saint  Doiiunga» 
where  he  established  his  printing  presses,  and 
struck  off  his  proclamations;  wrote  out  com- 
missions for  his  officers,  heading  them,  "By  Fran- 
cisco de  Miranda,  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
Columbian  army and  on  or  about  this  time  he 
hoisted  the  Columbian  flag  on  board  of  his  ship. 
Having  made  a  small  addition  to  his  force  in  vessds, 
if  not  in  men,  he  exacted  oaths  of  fidelity,  and 
his  followers  swore  to  obey  him,  to  be  governed 
by  the  American  articles  of  war,  and  to  be  true 
to  the  people  of  South  America,  as  independent  of 
Spain.   Shortly  after  he  sailed'  for  the  island  ci 
Bonuair^  a  dependance  of  Cura^oa;  but  by  mis- 
management found  himself  seventy  miles  to  lee- 
ward of  it,  in  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  of  Venezuela. 
Having  at  length  reached  Aruba,  another  little 
island  dependant  on  Curaipoa,  he  sailed  for  the 
main,  wd  arriving  off  Ocumara,  prepared  to  land : 
here  be  was  suddenly  attacked  by  two  Spanish 
guarda  costas^  who  took  the  two  schooners  which 
had  accompanied  him  from  Jaquemel»  and  with 
them  sixty  of  his  officers  and  men.    The  whole  of 
these  were  landed,  tried,  and  condemned :  ten  of 
them  suffered  death,  and  the  others  were  sentenced 
to  ten  years'  imprisonment^   Miranda  was  much 
blamed  by  his  officers  for  this  misfortune;  the 
truth  is,  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  disposition 
of  his  countrymen ;  nor  had  he  a  sufficient  force  to 
support  an  insurrection.  His  attempt  was  prema- 
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uirc,  and  to  have  persevered  at  that  time  would 
have  been  madness ;  he  therefcure  left  the  coast 
Aftci^beatiiig  abcnit  for  aome  time  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  chain  of  islands  along  the  main 
land  from  Cara^oa  to  Trinidad,  suflfenng  greatly 
for  want  of  provi^sion  and  water,  and  runumg 
iway  from  every  vessel  he  saw,  he  was  at  last  met 

by  the  Lilly,  a  British  sloop  of  w  ar,  commanded 
by  Captain  Campbell,  who  had  directions  from  Sir 
Ale3caiider  Cochrane,  the  naval  commander-in- 
chief  at  Barbadoes,  to  afford  him  protection  and 
relief«  Captain  Campbell  having  supplied  his 
wants,  conducted  the  Leander  to  Grenada,  where 
Btiianda  was  hoitpitably  entertained  by  Gmeral 

Maitland,  the  governor :  thence  he  went  to  Bar- 
badoes,  where  he  arrived  on  the  9th  of  June, 
and  found  the  Admiral  disposed  to  support  him, 
but  both  iiord  Seaforth,  the  governor,  and  Gene- 
ral Bowyer,  the  commander-in-chief,  as  decidedly 
against  him.  Miranda  madean  agreement  with  the 
Admiral,  that  in  the  event  of  South  America  being 

revolutionized,  Great  Britain  should  be  received  as 
the  most  favoured  nation.  At  Barbadoes  he  suffered 
much  from  detention  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
and  the  defection  of  most  of  his  best  seamen;  he, 
however,  with  the  assistance  of  th^  Lilly,  reached 
Trinidad,  where  General  Heslop  afforded  him  some 
further  relief  in  army  clothing  and  field-pieces.  Sir 
Alex.  Cochrane  added  some  small  vessels  to  his 
force;  but  Vice-admiral  Dacres,  who  commanded 
at  Jamaica,  refused  to  give  him  any  assistance 
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without  oidfin  tmn  home,  eonaidmng  the  whole 

as  a  buccaneering  enterprise. 

They  saUed  from  Port  D'Espagoe,  io  TrMdad, 
on  the  25th  July ;  and  in  a  very  few  days  anchored 
el  La  Vela  de  Coro.  The  natives  and  the  fi^panivds 

neither  opposed  nor  joined  him,  but  fled  to  the 
mountainfi.  Miraiuia  lauded  aad  took  posseseioii 
of  the  place,  and  then  marched  on  to  the  city  of 
Coro,  about  twelve  miles  distant*  The  town  he 
fonad  evacuated  by  the  inhabitants ;  the  jailer  end 
his  prisoners  only  remaining.  In  an  attack  on  the 
priMm  at  night,  the  invadem  fired  on  each  otfaer-^ 

one  life  was  lost,  and  some  severe  wounds  inflicted. 
Aft^  an  absence  from  the  sea-coaat  oi  four  days, 
Miranda  quitted  Coro,  and  rejomed  his  squadron 
in  the  bay ;  but  in  his  absence  the  captain  of  the 
Leander  and  fiftem  of  his  men  had  been  taken  ina 
watering  party  by  the  Spaniards,  and  marched  up 
the  country.  Captain  Dacres,  of  the  fiaodiante, 
coming  up  at  this  time,  assisted  in  covering  the 
retreat  oi  these  imfortunate  people^  who  retired  to 
Trinidad,  and  soon  after  dispersed.  Miranda  was 
too  sanguine:  a  disciple  of  the  new  school,  he 
fimcied  South  America  would  have  risen  as  readily 
as  France  against  the  Bourbons.  All  that  we  know 
of  bis  private  character  is  to  his  honour;  of  his 
talents  as  a  general,  or  his  reasons  for  this  under- 
taking, we  can  say  tittle;  but  certainly  Miranda  on 
the  north  coast  of  the  southern  continent,  and  Sir 
Home  Popham  on  the  southern  and  eastern  part, 
gave  the  firat  signal  for  South  American  freedom. 
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CHAP.  II. 

1.  Stale  of  Europe — Designs  of  Bonaparte  on  Prussia^ 
French  enter  Pomerania — Magnanimity  of  Gustnvns— l^ge 
ofDanUio — Retreat  of  Swedes  from  Stralsund  to  RngtB — 
Daiger  of  Danish  fleet  felling  into  the  liands  of  Napoteon  — 
Capliiw  of  tbe  DnntlcM^Atttek  on  Copcahagea  by  Ad- 
wM  €M)ieraod  Loid  Catlmift^-Ci|itvie  of  the  Fradriek- 
soooni— Sir  Arthur  Wellcslej  defeats  the  Dtniih  land-fonca-- 
Capitulation  of  Copeuhageo-^Liat  of  the  ahipa  brought  iwaj 
>-C«ptttre  of  HeHgelnd. 

%  Cbawiel  fleet— -Destruction  of  the  enemy's  coasting  trade — 
Courts  of  Admiralty — Number  of  seamen  voted — Emigration 
of  the  court  of  Vorlugal — Lord  Cochrane  on  tbe  coast  of 
France — Sir  Richard  Strachan. 

3.  Affairs  of  the  OUouian  empire — War  between  it  and  Russia 
— Great  Dritam  joins — Russian  ambassador  quits  Constan- 
tinople— Sir  Thomas  Louis  sent  up — Marmontin  Dalmatia — 
Russian  armies  in  Moldavia — Death  of  Selim  III. — Sir  John 
Duckworth  s  squadron  quits  Malta — Arrives  off  Tenedoa— 
Losa  of  the  Ajax  by  fire — Proceedings  of  the  fleet — Passage 
between  Ccstoa  and  Abydos — Attack  on  the  Turkish  squa- 
dron— British  squadron  anchors  off  the  Prince's  Island— 
Negotiation-^Retreul — Paiiage  of  the  Dardanellea-*-Daoiages 
sustained  by  our  thipi — ^Sir  John  Duckworth'a  letter  to  Lord 
CoIlingwoed^B.H8ai«n  Adnital  jona  Sir  John  Duoknorth— 
Peace  betfTeen  Ruatlu  und  the  Porte— Capture  of  the  Hiron-' 
ddlcb  by  the  bouta  of  tbe  Gbtton---Britiah  forcea  in  Egypt 
are  defeated  at  Kosetta— Death  of  Sir  Thomaa  Louis— Afiaiiv 
ef  Naples— Escape  of  the  Spartm  IVom  Gaotheaoflw. 

4.  North  Amtriea, — ^Public  feeling  on  the  acquittal  of  Captain 
Whitby—  x\.iiair  of  the  Leopard  and  Chesapeake — Detection 
and  punishment  of  the  deserters — Observations  on  the  court- 
martial — Non  intercourse  act — Message  of  the  President, 

6.  West  Indies. — Capture  of  Curafoa — Captain^  Dacrcs  and 
Wise  attack  Samana — Gallant  action  of  Lieutenant  Coombe 
— French  privateer  taken  by  a  packet — Surrender  of  St. 
Thomas  and  St.  Johns. 

6.  East  Indies. — Loss  of  the  Blenheim,  and  death  of  Sir  Tho- 
nias  Trowbridge^ — Capture  of  the  San  Rafsiel — Desperate 
aflbir  on  board  the  Victor-»Cuptaini  P.  Rainer  and  F.  Fellew 
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dif tingiiisb  IhcfDidm^Str  Edward  Pelkw  ftltackt  a  Dstch 
squadroD  at  Grdtat^  tod  destroys  it— Action  between  St. 
Piorenxo  and  Piedmoiitaise — ^Deatb  of  Captain  Hardioge — 
I>estruction  of  the  Dutch  naval  force  in  Java. 
7.  ^outh  America,-' Rt^r-VLdmiml  Stirling  and  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  sent  out — Maklonada  taken — Storming  of  Monte 
Video — Rear-admiral  George  Murray  and  General  Wiiife- 
locke  sent  out — Attack  on  Buenos  Ajres — Capitulation  of 
the  British  army-^Hetreat  from  the  Rio  de  La  Plata — ^Trial  of 
General  Whitelocke* 

Fjlushid  with  victary^  the.enemy  of  the  huoian  ^ 

race  resolved  to  carry  the  war  from  the  centre  to  ' 
the  extremities  of  Europe.  Prussia  had,  as  we 
have  shewn,  rendered  herself  the  instrument  of  his 
unbounded  ambition  Had  Frederick  driven  from 
his  councils  his  perfidious  mihisters,  and  listened 
to  the  dictates  of  honour  and  patriotism,  neither 
Russia  nor  Spain,  nor  his  own  kingdom,  would 
have  suffered  the  miseries  which  fell  upon  them 
in  succeeding  years. 

After  his  successes  on  the  Danube,  the  ancient 
and  honourable  coniederation  of  the  Hans  Towns 
became  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  of  Napoleon.  The 
shores  of  the  Baltic,  from  Stralsund  to  Memel, 
were  overrun.  £astem  and  Western  Prussia,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Jutland,  were  at  his  mercy.  The 
whole  kingdom  of  Denmark,  west  of  the  Baltic, 
with  the  important  island  of  Zealand,  containing 
the  royal  arsenal,  and  a  fleet  of  twenty  sail  of  the 
line,  might  be  said  to  lie  within  the  grasp  of  his 
power.  i\  or  did  it  require  any  depth  of  penetration, 
to  discover  the  use  that  would  be  made  of  this  un- 
expected  accesdioii  oi  resources.  England  was  on 
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her  guard ;  all  tended  to  the  subversion  of  her 
empiie.    Russia  and  Sweden  were  still  ia  our  in* 
terests,  and  for  a  time  lent  their  assistance  to  stem 
the  torrent  of  adversity  that  threatened  our  utter 
destruction.   Every  means  was  resorted  to  by 
Napoleon,  but  in  vain,  to  gam  the  noble  minded 
Gostavas  to  his  cause.   The  Swedish  shipping, 
both  naval  and  mercantile,  were  indispensable  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  French  armies  in  the 
BO/th ;  and  while  endeavonring  to  carry  this  ob  ject 
he  was  equally  anxious,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
ezdte  the  Turks  against  the  Russians,  in  which 
he  partly  succeeded.    Of  the  wreck  of  the  Pras« 
nan  army  from  Jena,  amounting  to  not  more  than 
thirty  thousand  men,  one  half  were  shut  up  in 
Koningsberg,  Dantzic,  and  Colberg.   The  Swe-  * 
dish  army,  though  fi^eble,  was  compelled  to  send 
part  of  its  forces  for  the  defence  of  Stralsund. 
The  army  of  Bonaparte  amounted  to  two  hundred 
thousand  men ;  with  these  he  overran  Pomerania, 
and  obtained  possession  of  the  important  port  of 
Elbing,  containing  immense  magazines,  and  afibrd- 
ing  the  strongest  barrier  against  the  attacks  me- 
ditated by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  who  sought,  by 
obtaimng  possession  of  thestrong  places  on  the  south 
shore  of  the  Baltic,  to  starve  out  the  French  army. 
This  was  perceived  by  Bonaparte,  who  directed 
the  united  corps  of  Bemadotte  and  Ney,  to  invest 
and  get  i)ossession  of  Dantzic.    The  defence  of 
that  city,  against  the  reiterated  attacks  of  these 
generals,  excited  hopes  that  the  enemy  would 
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be  forced  to  abandon  his  enterprise ;  but  Bona- 
parte only  withdrew  for  a  while,  that  he  might 
return  with  greater  impetuosity.  Uniting  his 
forces,  he  made  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  centre 
of  the  Russian  army,  which,  after  the  battle  of 
Eylau,  was  compelled  to  iaii  back  on  Konings- 
berg. 

Mortier  had,  in  February,  plundered  Hamburgh 
and  Lubeck,  and  laid  siege  to  Strsdsund ;  but  soon 

♦ 

after  retreated  from  that  place,  in  order  to  rein* 
force  the  army  before  Dantzic.  The  Swedes, 
under  General  Annfeldt,  followed  and  attaeked 
him  with  great  gallantry,  taking  some  thousand 
prisoners.  On  the  I8th.  of  April,  an  annisliee  was 
agreed  on  between  the  Swedes  and  the  French, 
for  an  indehmte  period. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  army,  under  the 
command  of  Marshal  Leiiebre,  renewed  the  siege 
of  Dantzic.  This  was  a  place  of  great  strength 
and  importance  in  every  point  of  view ;  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Vistula,  that  wd  £lbing  are  the 
only  sea-ports  of  Western  Prussia. 

About  seventy  miles  east  of  Dantzic  is  Kon- 
ingsberg,  on  the  river  Pregel,  also  a  place  of  im- 
portance ;  Its  sea-port  is  Pemau,  where  a  harbour 
is  formed  for  merchant  shipping  by  a  promon- 
tory, and  the  long  and  slender  island  called  the 
Nehrung,  extending  from  thence  as  for  as  Dantzic, 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  deep  gulf  contained 
between  the  two  head  lands.  The  coast  is  shoal 
and  dangerous,  with  northerly  winds.   The  re- 
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mains  of  the  Praeaiaii  army,  we  hme  obaerved^ 

had  drawn  round  Koningsberg,  and  Lord  Hut- 
diia&oQ^  attached  to  the  oi  his  Prusaiau  ma* 
Jetty,  was  with  it  Captain  George  Samdefs,  eom^ 
manduig  the  Falcon,  a  British  sloop  of  war,  was 
lying  mt  Pemau :  and  Captain  Edward  Chetham, 
in  the  Sally  armed  ship,  was  with  the  Charles, 
another  armed  ship,  off  Dantzic.  The  relief  of 
thai  city  became  a  matter  of  the  most  serious 
consideratiou,  and  it  was  agreed  that  General  Ka- 
menski  should  proceed  thither  with  four  re^ments 
of  Cossacks,  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  This 
force,  amounting  to  seven  thousand  men,  requixed 
a  number  of  transports  to  convey  them;  and 
Captain  Sanders  was  requested  by  Lord  Hutchin- 
son, to  hire  vessels  at  Pemau,  on  the  best  terms 
he  could,  forthe  British  government.  This  measure 
was  carried  into  effect  with  very  becoming  zeal 
and  energy,  by  Captain  Sanders,  who,  though  a 
young  officer,  executed  the  whole  service  in 
«even  days,  landing  the  troops  at  the  intended 
place,  as  near  as  possible  to  t&e  scene  of  action. 
The  French  were  encamped  on  the  western  ex* 
tremity  of  the  Nehrung,  or  Holme,  which  l3ring 
before  tlie  mouth  of  the  Vistula,  divides  the  river 
into  two  branches,  one  running  to  the  south-east, 
towards  Pemau,  the  other  to  the  north-west, 
forming  a  basin,  called  the  Fair  Water ;  here  Cap- 
tain Sanders,  after  having  landed  the  troops,  joined 
Captain  Chetham.  The  French  had  strongly  in- 
trenched themselves  on  this  point  of  the  JNehrui^i 
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and  had  thrown  a  bridge  over  to  the  main  land» 

west  of  the  city.   Thus  effectually  cutting  off  all 
supplies,  and  securing  a  communication  with  their 
own  army  on  tlie  main  land.    The  Prussians 
having  landed  to  the  eastward  of  the  enemy »  Ge- 
neral  Kamenski  determined  to  storm  their  in- 
trenchments  on  the  island:  the  British  naval 
captains  represented  to  him,  that  if  he  would 
delay  the  attack  until  the  wind  should  enable  them 
to  bring  the  ships  up»  and  enfilade  the  bridge,  the 
event  would  not  be  doubtful.  ,  This  wise  counsel 
was  disregarded,  and  the  first  success  of  the  Prus- 
sians seemed  to  justify  their  general ;  but  the 
French  pouring  in  fresh  bodies  of  men  across  the 
bridge,  as  had  been  foretold,  soon  turned  the  vic- 
tory to  a  defeat,  and  the  Prussians  retreated  with 
loss. .  The .  enemy  also  suffered  severely.  The 
situation  of  the  city  now  became  desperate,  and 
Captain  Chetham  resolved  to  relieve  it,  by  forcing 
the  bridge,  and  if  possible,  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  Holme.    Finding  he  .could  only  bring 
one  ship  into  action  at  a  time  against  the  bridge, 
he  ordered  Captain  Clephane,  in  the  Charles,  to 
cruise  before  the  port,  and  intercept  the  supplies 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  in  order  to  lighten  his  own  ship 
as  much  as  possible,  sent  all  his  heavy  stores  on 
board  of  the  Falcon.    He  then  took  with  him 
Captain.  Sanders,  and  most  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  that  ship,  to  strengthen  his  own  crew,  and 
advancing  towards  the  enemy  s  redoubts,  gallantly 
hove  his  ship  through  thk  shoal  water  of  the 
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sluices.  The  governor  and  garrison  of  Dantzic 
were  the  admiring  spectators  of  this  glorious  act 

of  devotion  to  a  cause,  in  which  the  French  would 
fiuQ  have  represented  the  English  as  only  luke^ 
warm.  The  Sally  was  now  within  pistol-shot  of 
the  enemy's  works,  and  at  half-past  six  in  the 
evening  began  a  fiirious  action.  Two  thousand 
French  troops,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  shel- 
tered by 'field  works  and  old  houses,  engaged  her 
on  the  ri^rht,  while  on  the  left  bank  was  a  strong 
battery,  called  the  Legan,  supported  also  by  infan* 
try.  At  nine  o'clock,  the  larboard  gun»  of  the  Sail  y 
were  nearly  all  disabled,  and  the  current  running 
toostrong  to  bring  the  other  broadside  to  bear.  Cap- 
tain Chetham  was  forced  to  abandon  his  position, 
and  drop  down  again  to  the  Fair  Water,  having  his 
first  lieutenant  and  nearly  one  half  of  the  officers 
and  crew  wounded,  borne  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  dose  nature  of  the  combat,  when  we  can 
assert  from  occular  demonstration,  that  the  lar- 
board side  of  the  Sally  contained  musket-balls 
too  numerous  to  be  counted.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  was  computed  at  between  four  and  five 
hundred  men. 

Although  defeated,  the  conduct  and  bravery  of 
the  British  officers  and  men  excited  the  highest 
admiration  of  General  Kalkreuth,  the  governor  of 
Dantzic,  as  well  as  the  brave  garrison  and  the 
inhabitants.  Captain  Ciietham  was  immediately 
promoted ;  and  all  the  other  commanders  subse* 
quently  to  the  rank  of  post-captains. 
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The  next  attempt  to  relieve  the  city  was  made 
by  Capt.  Christopher  Strachey,  to  a  praan  doop 
of  war,  called  the  DauDtless,  which  had  on  board 
six  huadred  barrels  of  gunpowder  for  the  garrison* 
Capt.  Strachey  having  as  he  supposed  a  favourable 
wind,  ran  up  the  river  with  his  studding  sails  set* 
firing  on  the  enemy  as  he  passed but  tiio  breeae 
suddenly  became  unfavourable:  he  broke  round  o<f» 
and  there  was  no  room  to  woric  his  ship.  The 
enemy's  fire  was  very  heavy,  and  he  ran  on  shore 
on  the  Holme,  within  half  musket^-shot  of  their 
batteries;  resistance  was  useless,  and  the  Daunt*- 
less,  with  her  valuable  cargo,  became  a  prize  to 
the  enemy,  in  sight,  and  almoet.  within  g«mHshbt» 
of  the  mortified  and  disappointed  garrison. 

The  city,  in  consequence  of  its  distresses,  was 

compelled  to  surrender  on  the  2Gth  of  ^lay ;  and 
Marshal  Le  Febre  was  created  Duke  of  Dantzic. 

The  battle  of  Friedland  was  ibught  on  the  14th 
of  June  :  the  Russians  retreated;  Koningsberg  and 
Elbing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  ordnance  stores,  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  stand  of  arms,  which 
had  been  sent  from  Eniiland. 

The  peace  of  Tilsit  followed  these  disastrous 
events:  Russia,  like  Austria,  now  became  the 
friend  of  France,  but  the  magnanimous  Gustavus 
refused  to  listen  to  any  overtures  of  a  paeifie 
nature,  nor  would  lie  ratify  the  armistice  beyond 
the  period  of  ten  days.  His  navy  blockaded  aU 
the  ports  in  the  Baltic,  where  the  Frencli  had  ^ 
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entered :  Marshal  BfQDe  attacked  himmbii^aUttiid» 
and  on  tlie  19th  of  August  compelledluB  to  evaeualo 
that  place.  On  the  28thy  the  Swedish  troops  and 
artillery  wcve  lauded  on  the  iatand  of  &ugea» 
where  they  we^  joined  by  eight  thousand  British 
and  Germans,  under  Lord  Cathcart.  The  conduct 
of  the  king  of  Sweden  at  this  period,  offim  a  noble 
example  of  manly  courage  and  military  skill,  aud 
forms  a  striking  contrast  wifth  that  of  Frederick. 
Yet  the  ssme  powers  w1m>  witnessed  umuoyed  the 
abdication  of  Gustavus,  restored  Frederick  to  the 
foil  possession  of  his  dominious.  The  Muavoack* 
raents  of  Napoleon  on  the  liberties  of  the  north, 
became  every  day  more  alarmiag.  Denmark  mom 
her  danger,  but  knew  not  how  to  avoid  it:  to  have 
defended  herself  she  thought  impossible ;  to  giro 
op  her  fleet  to  the  safe  custody  of  England  would 
have  exposed  her  to  open  war  with  Frinee.  The 
ficadin  decree  having  forbidden  all  iotercouiBe  be- 
Swwn  Oreat  Britain,nnd  any  othor  powers,  tbe 
yiolent  measure  was  answered  by  the  king  ot  Eng- 
landy  with  a  moderaSion  as  remarkable  as  like  rage 
of  his  advemtfy^  Napoleon ;  tfie  Britisli  order  in 
oonncil  of  January,  1^07,  simply  prohibited  the 
Imde  by  neutrals  jrom  one  of  the  enemy  s  ports 
to  another,  or  with  the  ports  under  his  oontsoL 
The  court  of  Denmark  with  psdpable  isj^atice  and 
ingnftitude^  while  it  passed  over  m  silence  the 
arrogant  mandate  of  Bonaparte,  remonstrated  witk 
fatttemesB  agamst  Ite  setf-defeustve  step  of  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's.    The  French  govewsmemt 
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made  an  offer  to  Gustavus  of  the  whole  of  Norway^ 
to  be  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  as  a 
bribe  for  shutting  the  Sound  against  us  ;  the  offer 
Gustavus  not  only  refused,  but  acquainted  the 
court  of  Denmark  with  it,  and  tendered  his  assist- 
ance to  support  her  independence:  of  this  the 
Danish  government  took  no  notice,  thereby  af- 
fording tlie  most  undeniable  evidence  of  being 
under  the  control  of  France,  which  she  shortly 
after  owned,  and  declared  that  not  having  the 
means  of  resistance,  the  attempt  would  be  an  act 
of  madness. 

In  a  public  document,  put  forth  in  1807^  Napo- 
leon states,  that  all  the  nations  of  the  world  were 

arming;  lie  thereiore  demanded  from  his  senate  an 
additional  levy  of  two  hundred  thousand  men.  It 
force,  he  pretended,  which  could  only  enable  him 
to  act  on  the  defensive;  and  in  the  same  document 
he  adds,  In  the  course  of  six  months  we  have 
made  ourselves  masters  of  the  strongest  places  in 
Europe^  Madgeburg,  Hameln,  Spandau,  Stettin, 
Custrin,  Glogau,  Bresiau,  iSchweidnitz,  and  Breig 
* — we  have  passed  the  Main,  the  Saal,  the  £lbe, 
the  Odder,  and  the  Vistula — have  taken  eight 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
sent  four  thousand  to  France,  with  four  hundred 
Russian  and  Prussian  standards,  and  taken  two 
himdred  thousand  prisoners."  Yet  he  wanted  a 
new  conscription!!  With  unblushing  hypocrisy 
the  tyrant  avows  his  wish  for  peace,  while  he  is 
preparing  for  war,  and  proclaims  with  unparalleled 


Digitized  by  Google 


EtpUunation  of  References  in  the  Plan  of  th» 
Batik  0/  Copenhagen* 

BRITISH. 


A — Desir^ 
B— PoIy|ilMiniu 

C — Isis 
D— Edgar 
£<~^Vxdeot 
Glatton 
G— Elephant,  Lord  Nelion 
H^Gao^es 
1  — Monarch 

K— Defiaocf,  Rear-adm.  Graves 


L — Jlussel 
M— BeHona* 
N — A  gameniiioiit 

O — AlcmcDe 
P — Amazon 
Q— iilauche 
R^Dart 

S  — y\lTOW 

T — Discovery  )  bo  hm 

U — Name  uukuuwti  > 


These  Jtrferetuet  denote  where  ike  Ships  ought  to  have  been  eecording 
to  the  order  of  Bottie  ghem  out  ly  AWpor. 

1  The  place  of  the  Defiance 


2  . 

.  ditto 

.  Kussel 

3  . 

.  ditto 

Polyphemus 

4  . 

.  ditto 

.  Alcmene 

5  . 

.  ditto 

Amazon 

6  . 

.  ditto 

7  . 

.  ditto 

.  Dart 

8  . 

.  ditto 

AlTOW 

DANISH. 


a— Wagrien 

b — Frovistccnen 

c— Jutland,  ur  Ullnrid 

d — Daiinebrog,  <Jumuiauder-in- 

chiet' 
e^Zelaod 
f-Uolstein 


g— Indfodsretten 

h— Mars 
i  —  ICk'phanfan 
k — Tree  Kroner 
1 — Denmark 
m — Jrii 


*  If  er  proper  place  sfaoald  have  been  at  6,  which  woald  have  ad- 
vanced the  Elephant  to  H,  and  the  other  ships  a-head  in  snocessioa 
until  the  DeBanee  came  to  1. 

t  The  Agamemnon  ^romided  t»u  the  starboard  <}iiarlpr  of  the 
Beilooa,  a  great  distance  Tram  lier. — The  bombs  Uiy  on  the  starboHrd 
heam  ofthe  Bhmcbe. 
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falsehood,  tluii  England  was  the  only  obstacle  to 
that  desirable  event. 

« 

Attsterlitz  and  Jena  had  laid  Germany  at  .his 
kei,  and  one  more  effort  he  thought  would  have 
^vea  him  the  command  of  .the  Russian  empire 
and  the  world.  His  victorious  legions  v^ere  asr 
sembled  on  the  banks  of  the  Vistula^  and  the 
armies  of  Russia  appeared  but  a  feeble  barrier  to 
his  future  conquests.  To  have  added  the  navies 
of  Russia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Portugal  to  fats 
OWD,.  was  no  improbable  contingency  ;  and  an 
j«»«^)emy'8  fleet  of  forty  sail  of  the  line  with  aa  many 

f  igates,  might,  at  the  very  lowest  calculation,  have 

I  isued  from  the  Baltic. 

!  f  Having  detailed  Che  events  and  causes  which  led 

jp  our  attack  on  Copenhagen^  and  consequent  war 
pth  Denmark*  it  only  remains  to  be  observed* 
hat  when  the  Britisli  goveiuiacut  found  all  re 
iioQBtrance  vam»  and  that  the  province  of  Jutland^ 
pidthe  whole  of  Denmark  Proper,  was  at  the 
lercy  of  the  French  emperor,  it  prepared  to  take 
ich  steps  as  would  at  least  deprive  him  of  the 
►ervices  of  the  Danish  navy. 

A  fleet  of  twenty-five  sail  of  the  line*  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Gambier,  assembled  in  JN  orth 
Yarmouth  Roads*  in  July  1807  ;  a  vast  number  of 
frigates,  bomb-vessels,  and  small  craft,  were  added 
to  this  ibrcej  and  an  army  of  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand men,  to  be  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-general Lord  C^tbcart*  was  embarked  in 
l*»e  ships  of  war  and  transports. 
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The  Admiral  sailed  on  the  28th  of  July,  and 
reached  the  Cattegat  about  the  1st  of  Aug^st» 
when  he  detached  Commodore  Keats  with  four  sail 
of  the  liQe>  three  frigates,  and  ten  guu^brigs,  to 
secure  the  pacoage  of  the  Great  Belt  between  Hoi* 
stein  and  Zealand,  and  prevent  the  transport  of 
tmy  land-foroes  from  one  side  to  the  other.  The 
British  fleet  sailed  by  Cronenburg  Castle,  and 
anchored  in  the  road  of  Elsineur  on  the  third  of 
August :  not  n  shot  was  fired  on  eidter  part,  but 
n  forebodmg  silence — an  awful  preparation,  an* 
Mmced  the  approach  of  some  great  evoDt,  and 
Denmark  saw  too  late  the  consequences  of  her 
mistaken  policy. 

Lord  Cathoart,  with  a  part  of  the  troops,  did 
not  join  the  Admiral  till  the  12th>  when  the  dis- 
powticnis  were  made  for  the  landing  of  the  army; 
but  it  was  not  till  the  14th  that  the  wind  would 
permit  the  tcansports  to  move  towarda  Oopen- 
jhageti.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  the  fleet  arrived 
off  Wibeck,  a  village  situated  half-way  between 
ibe  capital  and  Eleineur ;  bete  the  army  was  dis- 
embarked  without  opposition,  and  the  following 
prodMiation  circulated  among  the  inhabitants: 

By  the  CatHmaitdm-m-Ch^f  of  hu  Mqftstjf's  Forces, 

hff  Sea  and  Land. 

Wliereas,  ihe  prcsint  treaties  of  peace,  and  changes  of 
government  and  of  territory  acceded  to,  to  maoy  te«iga 
powers,  have  so  far  increased  the  infliuiice  of  France  on  Iht 
cootincQt  of  Europe,  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  Denmark, 
though  it  desires  to  be  neutral,  to  preserve  it»  neutrality,  and 
absolutely  necesMry  for  tboae  wbocbotiine  to  feiUt  iVeaeb 
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power  from  bein;^'  tuined  ai^'itin^t  them. 

In  tills  view  the  Kiug  cannot  regard  the  |)resei)t  position 
of  Denmark  with  inditfereoce,  and  his  Majesty  liath  sent 
iiegoiiators  with  ample  powers  lo  his  Danish  Mdjesty,  to 
request  in  the  most  amicable  Biwitr  Mich  expUpntiow  St  the 
taoMt  re^ii%  ami  a  concurrence  id  hicIi  measures  as  can 
■kmc  pi9t  security  against  the  further  mischiefs  whii^  Ihf 
French  meditiito  tbMugh  the  «^«iaiti«n  of  the  DapUh  navy. 

The  King,  rof«t  and  nost  gfacions  master,  has  therefore 
judged  il  tg|MdieBt  to  de«u^  the  temporary  depoail  of  the 
Dttutb  tliipt  of  the  line  In  one  of  bu  Mtucity't  ports.^ 

This  dtpoflt  aeeoM  to  be  so  just»  and  so  Indbpeniobljf 
oooesiary  under  the  rti«tifc  cwcuasstancei  pf  the  neutral  and 
belligeteot  powers,  that  bit  Majesty  bae  fnitber  deciped  it  n 
doty  to  himself  and  to  bis  people,  to  support  bis  demand  by  a 
powerfoi  fleet,  and  by  an  army  amply  supplied  with  crery 
preparatiou  oec^tidajry  iur  the  most  deterpiiaed  and  active 
enterprise 

We  come,  there  fore,  lo  your  shores,  inhabitaats  of  Zealand, 
not  as  enemies,  but  io  ^elf-defence,  to  prevent  those  who  have 
so  long  disturbed  the  peace  of  Europe  from  ocp^Umg  the 
loeoe  of  your  nnvy  to  be  turned  against  us. 

We  Oik  depoill-^we  have  not  looked  to  capture;  so  fiir 
Ibem  jty  tbt  most  solemn  pleife  has  been  offmed  to  your 
gOTcnunenty  tnd  is  hereby  renevedt  in  tbn  name,  and  at  the 
oqntis  commnnd,  of  the  King  our  jniBteir,  nnd  if  onr  demnnd 
iininicably  ncotded  to,  ottry  sbi^  belonging  to  DfpmtHc  ahnHi 
nt  tbaoowbtiion  of  «  gentml  fMOCfs.  be  mtotnd  to  |ier  in  the 
mmo  oondition  and  state  of  equipmtot  «l  «ben  meivc^  un^ier 
the  protection  of  the  British  flig. 

It  ia  in  the  power  of  your  government  by  a  word  to  sb^lb 
our  swords,  most  reluctantly  drawn  against  you;  but  if»  on  tiie 
other  hand,  the  macljiEjafiuii:*  of  1  raiite  render  you  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  reason,  atid  to  the  call  of  friendship,  the  innocetii 
blood  that  will  be  spilt,  and  the  liorrors  of  a  besieged  and 
bombarded  capital,  must  fall  on  your  own  heads,  and  those  of 
your  cruel  advisers. 

His  Majesty's  seamen  and  soldiers,  when  on  shore,  will  treat 
Zealand,  m.long  at  your  oondnct  to  tbem  permits  it,  on  a  foot- 
ing of  n  proyineo  of  the  mott  friendly  power  io  alliance  with 
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Great  iBritaio,  whose  territory  has  the  misfortune  to  he  the 
theatre  of  war. 

The  persons  of  all  those  who  remaio  at  hoiae,  and.  do  not 
take  a  hostile  part»  will  be  held  sacred. 

Property  will  be  respected  and  preserved, -and  the  most 
severe  discipline  will  be  enforced. 

Every  article  of  supply  furnished  or  brought  to  market 
will  be  paid  for  at  a  fair  and  settled  price;  but  as  immediale 
aud  constant  supplies,  especially  of  provisions,  forage,  Inel, 
aod  transport,  arc  necessary  to  all  armies,  it  is  well  known 
lhat  requisitions  are  imuvuidable,  and  must  be  enlorced. 

Much  convemLjjce  inu>t  arise  to  the  inbahititnts,  ami  much 
conliiision  and  loss  to  tliem  will  l)e  prevented,  if  persons  in  au- 
thority are  found  in  tiic  several  Hif^tricts  to  whom  requisitions 
may  be  addressed,  and  through  whom  claims  for  payment  may 
be  settled  aud  liquidated. 

If  such  persons  are  appointed,  and  discharge  their  duty  with- 
out  meddling  in  matters  which  do  not  concern  them,  they  shall 
be  respected,  and  all  requisitions  be  addressed  to  them  through 
the  proper  channels  and  departments  of  the  navy  and  army but 
as  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  is  essential  to  the 
principal  of  these  arrangements,  it  is  necessary  that  all  manner 
of  civil  persons  should  remain  at  their  respective  habitatiooa, 
and  any  peasants  or  other  persons  found  in  arms,  singly,  or  in 
small  troops,  or  who  may  be  guilty  of  any  act  of  violencet  miiat 
expect  to  be  treated  with  rigour. 

The  government  of  his  Danish  Majesty  having  hitherto 
refused  to  treat  this  matter  in  an  amicable  way,  part  of  lUe 
army  Ijn^  been  dibeiiibarked,  <\u{\  the  uiiolc  force  has  assumed 
a  warlike  atliliule;  but  it  i:»  as  yet  not  too  late  for  the  voice  q€ 
reason  and  moderation  to  be  heard. 

Given  in  the  Souud,  under  our  bauds  and  seals,  this  16th 


CATUCART. 

Lht  4^  the  Ships  of  the  Line  which  eompend  the  Fleet  ef 

Admiral  GmMer, 


August,  1807. 


(Signed) 


JAMES  GAadBU^ 


Gum, 


Fldg.  Sir  iiume  Popbam, 


•  •  •  • 


*  •  ■ 
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i'uuipee   74 

Centaur  •   74 

Mars    74 

Bnioswick    74 

Hercnle    74 

Maida   74 

Spencer   74 

*  Superb  ••••••   74 

^Minotaur*  •   74 

^  Valiant   74 

Alfred   71 

CaptBin  •  •   74 

••Defence   74 


Gabges 


74 


Goliath   74 

Orion   74 

Resulution   74 

Vaofvard   74 

^  AgmmemiioD   04 

Dictator   64 

^loficsible   e4 

«>Le]fdcii   M 

Nassau   64 

Roby  •   64 


f  Rear-admiral  Staabope; 
(  Captaia  J.  R.  Dacm. 
C  Comaiodofe  Sir  S.  Hood 

I  Cap.W.H.Webl«y(Parry) 
Wai.  Lukia. 
Thomas  Gram. 
Hob.  J.  Colnlle. 

S.  H.  Lenzee. 
Hon.  R.  Stopford. 
Daniel  M'Leod. 

Rear-adm.W.  E«»singfoD; 
Capt.  J.  C.  Mau^tield. 
James  V'uuug. 
John  Blich. 
Ibuac  Wolley. 
Charles  Eking. 
J  Com.  R.  G,  Keats ; 
I     Cnptain  P.  Halktt. 
Prt«  r  Puget. 
Arcb.  C.  Dickson. 
George  Baritoa. 
Alex.  Fraaer* 
loaas  Rose. 
Dooald  Campbell. 
Joshua  R.  Watson. 
Wm.  Camberland. 
Robert  Campbell 
Joha  Dmper. 


Between  thirty  and  forty  sail  of  frigates,  and  more  than 
lliree  hundred  transports^  accompauied  the  ileet. 

A  Duisfa  frigate  having  put  to  sea  on  the  I5th 

of  August,  from  Kl^iueur^  the  Admiral  dispatched 
the  Defence,  Capt.  Ekins,  and  the  Comus,  Capt. 
E.  Hey  wood,  in  pursuit  of  her.  The  Comus  was 
caUed  a  twenty-gun  ship>  though  mounting  in  all, 
carronades  inclttded,  thirty-two  guns;  the  Fre« 
denckscoarn,  her  opponent,  had  thirty-six  guns, 
but  all  of  a  heavier  calibre,  as  twelve  pounders  to 
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nine,  with  a  complement  of  two  hundred  and 

twenty-seven  men — the  Comus  had  •only  one 
hundred  and  ibrty-five;  but  the  Danes  were 
unused  to  war.    On  his  arrival  within  hail,  Capt. 
Hey  wood  desired  the  Danish  captain  would  sub- 
mit to  detention :  this  was  declined,  and  an  action 
commenced  by  the  Danish  frigate  firing  her  stern- 
*  chase  pins ;  the  Comus  got  alongside^  and  the 
firing  continued  for  forty-five  minutes,  when  the 
two  ships  fell  on  board  of  each  other.  At  the 
moment  they  were  locked,  the  boarders  from  the 
Comus,  headed  by  the  Lieutenants  G.  E.  Watta, 
and  Hood  Knight,  very  gallantly  rushed  upon  her 
forecastle,  and  carried  her.    On  our  side  the  loss 
was  only  one  man  wounded:  the  enemy  had 
twelve  killed,  and  twenty  wounded.   This  wa» 
the  first  act  of  hostility.  Light  and  variable  winds 
prevented  the  Defence  coming  within  gun-shot. 

It  appears  by  an  order  oi  Admiral  Gambi/eOTt 
dated  on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales,  off  Copen- 
hagen, the  17th  of  August,  1807,  that  some  Danish 
gun-boats  had  captunad  a  British  merobitnt  vessel ; 
the  admirals  and  captains  of  the  fleet  were  there- 
fore directed  to  possess  themselves  ot  my  ships 
ismd  •veasels  of  war,  or  merchant  vessels,  UbiBf  might 
meet  with  belonging  to  Denmark,  or  to  the  sub- 
jects of  his  Danish  Majesty^  and  to  leave  their  fur- 
ther disposal  to  the  orders  of  the  Commander-in* 
chief.  The  island  of  Zealand  was  now,  sanoniMled 
and  blockaded  in  every  direction. 
The  London  Oaaette  of  the  28th  Sef^tember, 
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IS07,  coQtaiaed  a  declaratiou  irom  bis  Majesty 
the  King  c£  Great  Britain*  aettiiig  fiirtli  the  gioundt 

on  which  he  had  undertaken  this  expedition. 

<  <  HiA  Majesty  had  received  the  most  positive 
inlbmnition,  that  the  Ruler  of  France  was  deter- 
mined to  occupy  with  a  military  force  the  tcnitory 
of  Holstein,  for  the  purpose  of  ezdnding  Great 
Britain  from  ail  her  accustomed  channels  of  com- 
munication vrith  the  Continent ;  and  of  inducing 
or  compelling  the  court  of  Denmark  to  close  the 
passage  of  the  Sound  against  British  commerce, 
aad  of  availing  himself  of  the  aid  of  the  Danish 
marine  for  the  invasion  of  Great  Britain  and 
Iralsiid. 

**  Notwithstanding  these  injuries,  and  the  con- 
duct <rf  the  Court  of  Denmark  in  1801^  when  it 
joined  tiie  NorAem  Confederacy,  and  became  an 
active  and  powerful  enemy.  His  Majesty  was  un« 
willing  to  take  any  decided  steps  uBtil  a  complete 
and  practical  disclosure  of  the  plan  had  made 
manifest  to  all  the  world,  ike  almlute  necessity  of 
the  measures  lie  was  about  to  adopt/' 

As  soon  as  a  part  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
had  landed  on  the  island  of  Zealand,  a  flag  of  tniee 
was  sent  to  the  Commanders-in-chief  itom  the 
Danish  Gencval,  Peymann,  demanding  passports 
tm  the  princesses,  nieces  to  his  Danish  Msyesty : 
these  were  immediately  gmted.  As  our  army 
advanced  to  the  capital,  it  was  attended  by  the 
fieety  and  Copenhagen  became  in  a  few  days  com- 
pleteiy  invested  by  sea  and  Isad.  The  princesses^ 
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on  the  17th,  came  out  of  the  city  on  their  way  to 
Colding,  and  were  received  with  the  honours  due 
to  their  rank»  by  the  brigade  of  guards,  near  the 
^  palace  of  Fredericksburg".    On  the  same  day, 
about  noon,  our  picquets  on  the  left  of  the  towa 
were  attacked,  while  the  enemy's  gun-boats  rowed 
out  of  the  harbour,  and  opened  their  fire  on  the 
left  of  our  line  with  grape  and  round  shot ;  but 
these  were  soon  compelled  to  retire,  by  the  fire  of 
our  gun-bhgs  and  bombs^  which  had  come  up  in 
time  to  support  the  troops.  On  the  ISth,  the  gun- 
boats renewed  their  attack  on  our  flotilla,  but  the 
brigs  having  in  the  night  exchanged .  their  car- 
ronades  lor  long  eighteen-pounders,  the  Danes 
retired  for  reinforcement,  and  again  advanced, 
when  a  brigade  of  British  nine-pounders  from  the 
Park  took  .theoi  in  tiank,  on  wluch  they  turned 
their  fire  from  the  shipping  to  the  army:  some 
field- pieces  were  brought  out  at  the  same  time 
from  the  garrison,  but  the  whole  were  speedily 
driven  in.    On  the  lyth,  our  works  were  carried 
on  with  vigour  by  labouring  parties  of  six  hundred 
men/ relieved  every  four  hours;  the  gun-boats 
came  out  at  daybreak,  but  the  field*pieces  on  the 
shore  again  dispersed  them;  some  of  the  pipes 
which  convey  water  to  the  town  from  Emdorp 
were  cut  off;  the  firigates  and  gon-brigs  took  their 
stations  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  within 
shell  range  of  the  town,  .and  our  batteries  hourly 
increased  in  strength  and  number  round  the  city. 
Jirigadier-general  Dicken  surprised  and  took  the 
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post  af  Fredericksburg,  commanded  by  an  aide* 
de-camp  to  the  Crown  Prince,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  officers  and  men,  besides  a  foundry  and  dep6t 
for  cannon  and  powder.  After  this  the  household 
of  the  Kin^  of  Denmark,  with  his  plate,  wardrobe, 
wine,  and  books,  were  allowed  to  come  out  of  the 
town,  and  to  follow  his  Majesty;  who,  having 
obtained  passports  for  that  purpose,  withdrew  to 
Colding.  In  this  state  of  afiairs  many  Danish 
gentlemen  odered  their  services  to  the  British 
general  as  magistrates  and  superintendents  of 
police,  in  their  respective  districts,  and  an  order 
was  accordingly  granted  to  enable  them  to  disr 
charge  these  functions  agreeably  to  the  procliima- 
tion  of  the  commanders-in-chief.  On  the  20th,  the 
works  still  approaching  the  town  with  an  increased 
strength,  a  body  of  Danish  cavalry  ^nd  inlaatry 
was  attacked  by  Colonel  Rearden  s  cavalry,  who 
charged  and  put  them  to  the  rout,  killing  sixteen  or 
eighteen  men,  and  taking  twenty  nine  horses. 

The  corps  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
general  the  earl  of  Rosslyn  disembarked  on  the 
21st,  in  the 'north  part  of  Keoge  bay,  with  two 
batteries  of  artillery.  Prince  Frederick  Fer- 
dinand quitted  the  town,  and  notice  was  given 
that  no  more  passports  would  be  allowed.  At  the 
same  time  the  commanding  othcer  of  the  garrison 
was  urged  to  consider  the  dreadful  consequences 
of  a  siege  and  bombardment  to  a  city  constructed 
so  tnuch  of  wood)  and  other  perishable  "materials. 
Mehincholy,  indeed,  was  the  prospect  of  that 
beautiful  city,  devoted,  to.  destruction,  by  th^ 
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power  of  its  enemy,  and  the  ioliy  aad  obstiaacy 
of  its  friends.   Great  Britain  and  Denmark  wwe 

now  at  open  war.  General  Peymann  published  aii 
edict,  declaring  all  British  property  in  tbe  iftlaad 
to  be  under  sequestraCimi ;  and  Admiral  Gambier 
immediately  declared  ail  the  Danish  ports  to  be  in 
a  state  of  blockade. 

On  the  23d,  the  battery  intended  for  the  defence 
of  the  left  wing  of  tbe  anny  being  eompleted,  and 
mounted  with  thirteen  twenty-fourpounders,  mortar 
batteries  began  to  be  formed,  and  the^emys  flotilla 
moved  out  of  the  harbour  to  mteirapt  the  progress 
of  our  woriis.  This  brought  them,  at  ten  o'ciod^ 
in  the  fiirenoon,  in  contact  with  onr  naral  advance ; 
three  praams,  each  carrying  twenty  guns,  aud  a 
number  of  gun^boats,  (said  to  be  more  than  thirty) 
opened  their  fire,  supported  by  the  ctmm  batteries, 
floating  batteries,  and  block-ships.  This  was  con- 
tinued for  more  than  lour  hours,  when  it  appear- 
ing that  our  ^un-brigs,  which  were  the  farthest 
in  advance,  had  made  but  little  impression,  they 
were  recalled,  and  the  firing^  ceased,  with  the  loss 
on  our  part  of  one  officer  and  three  seamen  killed, 
and  thirteen  wounded.  On  the  24th,  the  eneny 
finding  our  army  had  advanced  to  the  S.W.  side 
of  the  town,  set  ftre  to  the  suburbs  in  that  quar- 
ter, that  they  might  not  afford  shelter.  On  the 
126th,  there  was  much  firing  between  our  advance 

•vessels  and  the  batteries.  On  the  3Utli,  the 
Admiral  communicated  by  tdegraph  to  tbe  fleet 
liiat  a  complete  victory  had  been  obtained  over 
the  Damsh  army^  in  the  island  of  Zealand^  by 
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Lieutenant-general  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  On  the 
31st,  the  attack  on  the  city  and  its  outworiu^ 
being  still  oaniad  on  with  vigfour,  the  garrison  of 
Copenhagen  made  a  sortie,  and  attacked  our 
troops  and  batteries^  while  their  flotiUa»  crown 
battefijes,  and  block-abips,  kept  up  a  lieayy  fire  on 
oar  advanoed  works  and  gan->brigs.   One  of  out 

armed  transports  was  sunk,  and  the  tiring  ceased 
about  two  P.M.  but  was  renewed  at  five    h.;  the 
ships  of  wlur  in  the  mean  time  landing  their  gons^ 
and  making  sand-bags.  On  thesameday^the  Danish 
general  Oxholm*  with  his  officers  and  staffs  arrived  at 
head-quarters;  these  had  been  taken  by  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  and  were  immediately  dismissed  on  pa* 
role.  In  the  evenings  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  were 
put  on  board  the  British  fleet   On  the  2d  of  Sep* 
tember,  our  gun  and  mortar  batteries  opened  a 
heavy  &re  on  the  city  oi  Copenhagen.  The  Congreve 
rockets  also  did  much  esecntion ;  these  destruc** 
tive  iuistruments  were  thrown  from  boats  prepared 
for  the  purpose,  this  continued  till  midnight. 
At  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  firing 
was  renewed,  and  continued  on  both  sides  during 
the  day,  relaaring  towards  the  evening.   It  was 
renewed  on  the  ^tk,  when  both  sides  displayed 
their  best  efforts;  the  town  was  on  fire  in  seve*- 
ral  places,  and  at  forty  minutes  past  four,  one 
of  the  churches  fell.   On  the  6Ui,  at  five  a.k. 
some  of  our  batteries  ceased  firing,  and  at  three 
P.  M.  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  silenced.   On  the 
6tb,  the  town  was  still  burning ;  providentially 
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tlie  wind  was  light,  and  by  great  exertions,  three 
quarters  of  the  city  were  saved  from  total  contia- 
gr^^tion ;  but  a  dreadful  havoc  was  made,  and  a 
timely  surrender  saved  the  miserable  inhabitants 
from  the  horrors  of  a  general  conflagration.  On 
the  night  of  the  5th,  it  appears  by  Admiral  Gam- 
biers  letter^  that  a  flag  of  truce  had  been  sent  out, 
with  proposals  for  an  armistice,  to  settle  terms  of 
capitulation.  Some  ditticulty  ensued  in  conse- 
quence of  the  peremptory  demand  of  the  Admiral 
and  General,  that  the  delivery  of  the  Danish  lieet 
into  our  hands  should  be  the  sine  qua  nan.  To 
these  hard  conditions  the  Danes  at  length  were 
forced  to  submit,  and  the  British  troops  took  pos- 
session of  the  citadel  of  Copenhagen,  and  the 
crown  batteries,  while  our  ships  of  war  moved 
into  the  arsenal,  and  immediately  commenced  the 
work  ol  dibinantling  that  noble  repository  of  ship- 
ping and  stores ;  one  of  the  finest  and  most  com<> 
plete  establishments  of  the  kind  at  that  time  in 
Europe. 

Lord  Cathcart  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
^tate,  says,  ''The  object  of  securing  the  Danish 
fleet  having  been  attained,  every  thing  of  a  ten* 
dency  to  wound  the  feelings,  or  irritate  the  nation, 
has  been  avoided ;  and  although  the  bombardment 
and  cannonade  have  made  considerable  havoc  in  . 
the  town,  not  a  shot  was  hred  into  it  till  alter  it 
was  summoned,  with  the  offer  of  the  most  fitrour- 
able  terms  which  existing  circumstances  would 
admit  ^ 
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The  capitulation  was  conducted  by  Major-f;ei 
neral  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  Sir  Home  Popham, 
and  Lieuteuant-colonel  Murray,  by  whom  it  was 
signed,  in  the  night  of  the  6th,  and  7th. 

The  British  grenadiers,  with  detachments  fronji 
aH  the  other  corps  present,  marched  into  thexita- 
del,  with  two  brigades  of  artillery,  the  wliole.under 
the  command  of  Cok>nel  Cameron,  of  the  seyenty- 
ninth  regiment.  Major-general  Spencer,  with  his 
brigade,  landed  at  the  dock-yard,  and.  took:pos« 
session  of  the  line  of  battle  Bbi|>B,  and  of  the 
arsenal. 

In  justice  to  the  British  goTemment  it  should 

be  observed,  that  when  the  commanders-in-chief 
were  piepared  by  land  and  sea  to  carry  the  inten- 
tions of  their  royal  master  into  effect,  by  bom- 
barding the  city  of  Copenhagen,  until  the  fleet 
should  be  delivered  up  to  his  disposal,  and  even 
durmg  the  operations  of  the  siege,  they  tried 
every  method  which  humanity  could  suggest,  to 
induce  the  Danish  government  to  comply  with 
their  demands,  without  having  recourse  to  arms, 
with  which  they  were  so  amply  supplied.  For 
this  purpoise,  on  the  1st  of  September,  they  ad* 
dressed  a  letter  to  the  governor,  stating  that  his 
majesty,  the  kmg  of  Great  Britain,  had  used  every 
means  in  his  power  to  settle  the  question  through 
his  diplomatic  servants ;  and  that  at*  the  moment 
when  the  tropps  were  before  the  to'wn,  and.  the 
batteries  were  ready  to  open,  they  renewed  the 
offer  of  the  same  advantageous  and  conciliatory 
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terms,  wliich  were  proposed  through  bis  Majesty  s 
ndnisteft. 

They  agam  detaanded  the  surreader  of  the  fleets 
which  they  promised  should  be  restored  in  as 
good  a  state  as  it  was  received,  whenever  a  gene- 
nd  peace  ahould  remove  the  aeceasity  for  its  far- 
ther detention. 

They  declared  that  every  species  of  property 
takett  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
should  be  restored  to  its  owners ;  but  that  if  their 
offer  was  lejected,  it  oonldnot  be  renewed,  and 
that  the  public  and  private  property  must  belong 
to  the  oaptorSy  and  ihB  city,  when  taken,  mast 

share  the  fate  of  conquered  places. 

To  this  communication  General  Peyxnanu  re- 
plied : 

Mt  JLobds, 

OCR  fleet,  our  indisputable  property,  wesre  convioced  is  as 
asfe  Id  his  Dsoisb  Majest/a  faandi,  a«  it  em  caS  be  in  thoae 
of  the  Uhk  mt  fio^aiidy  aa  osr  Mater  ntm  tnlatided  any  fao»* 
tility  agalsBt  youis. 

If  you  are  cruel  enough  to  endeavour  to  destroy  a  city  which 
has  never  given  yon  any  the  least  cause  for  such  treatment  at 
your  hands,  it  must  subant  to  its  fate  ;  but  honour  and  duty  bid 
us  reject  a  proposal  uubccoming  au  iiiUepeiident  power,  aod  we 
are  resolved  to  repel  any  attack,  and  defend  to  tlie  utmost,  the 
city  and  our  good,  cause,  for  which  we  are  ready  to  lay  down 
our  lives. 

The  only  proposal  in  my  power  to  make,  ia  order  to  prevent 
iiirther  effusion  of  blood,  is  to  send  to  my  royal  master  for 
learning  his  final  resolution  with  respect  to  the  contents  of  your 
lalter»  iC  you  will  grant  a  passport  for  that  povpose. 

(Signed)  PEYMANK. 

Ut  ^ten^ber,  1807. 
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To  this  request  the  Commander-in-chief  could 
not  accede,  and  the  siege  went  on,  Copenhagen 
was  nearly  destroyed,  her  fleet  taken  away,  licr 
arsenals  dismantled.  Sixty  sail  of  valuable  mer- 
chantmen were  taken  in  the  Sound  and  Cattegat, 
besides  an  immense  number  in  the  North  seas, 
and  other  parts  of  the  world;  and  the  whole 
were  considered  as  the  lawful  prizes  of  the  cap- 
tors :  besides  these,  Denmark  lost  all  her  colonies 
in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

His  Majesty's  order  in  councili  of  November 
1807,  gives  fisurther  reasons  for  his  ordering  these 
decided  measures  against  the  commerce  of  the 
north  of  Europe.  The  blockade  of  the  British 
islands,  declared  by  Bonaparte,  is  replied  to  by 
an  order  to  blockade  every  port  in  the  worlds 
wder  the  control  of  France,  from  which  the 
Britishflag  was  excluded.  The  difference  between 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon on  this  occasion,  was,  that  while  his  Britannic 
Majesty  had  a  fleet  to  enforce  his  commands,  the 
orders  of  the  emperor  were  a  mere  dead  letter,  the 
impotent  eflfects  of  weakness,  n^,  and  despair. 

The  followini^^  are  the  articles  of  eapitulatioii  for 
the  town  and  citadel  of  Copenhagen : 

I.  The  troops  of  Uis  Bhlaimic  Migesty  to  be  put  into  posses- 
sion  of  the  citadel. 

II.  A  guard  of  British  troops  to  be  put  into  possession  of  the 

dock-yard. 

IILTheshipsand  vessels  of  warof  every  description,  with  ail  the 
wral  tlsm  biloagiiig  10  hia  tamh  Majesty,  alMdl  be 
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into  the  cliargf  (.f  such  persons  iiijaii  be  appoiiiteU  bjlbe 
Comniandcr-in-cl)itf  to  receive  them. 

IV.  The  store-sbips  and  transports  in  tlie  service  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  to  be  allowed,  if  necessary,  to  come  into  the  har- 
bour, for  tbe  purpose  of  em  burking  sucb  stores  aod  .troops  as 
they  may  have  lirought  into  the  ishind. 

V«  As  soon  as  the  ships  shall  have  been  removed  from  the 
dock-yajd^or  withia  sia  weeks  from  tbe  date  of  this  capitulatioD» 
or  sooner  if  posnble,  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall 
deliver  up  the  citadel  to  the  troops  of  his  Danish  Majesty,  in 
the  state  in  which  it  shall  be  found  when  they  occupy  it.  His 
Britannic  Bf^jesty's  troops  shall  likewise,  within  the  bcfore^oien- 
tioned  time,  or  sooner  if  possible,  be  embarked  fiom  the  island 
of  Zealand. 

VI.  From  the  date  of  this  capituUUou,  hostilities  shall  cease 
throughout  the  island  ofZealaud. 

VII.  All  persons  whatever,  and  all  property,  public  or  private, 
with  tbe  exception  of  tlic  j,In|)«»and  vessels  of  war,  and  the  naval 
stores  before  mentioned,  Ix  longing  to  his  Danish  Majrsty,  shall 
be  respected  :  and  all  civil  and  mihtary  officers  in  the  service  of 
his  Danish  Migesty  shall  continue  in  tbe  full  exercise  of  their 
authority,  throogbdut  the  ishind  of  Zealand ;  and  every  thing 
shall  be  done  which  shall  tend  to  prednce  |nnion  and  hatinoDj 
between  the  two  nations.  .      '  , 

,  VIII.  All  prisoners  taken  on  both  sides  to  be*  mutually  re^ 

stored. 

IX.  Any  English  property  that  may  have  been  sequestered,  in 
xonsequence  of  eaisting  hostilities,  shall  be  restored  to  the 
owners. 

This  capitulation  shall  be  ratified  by  the  respective  con- 
nmndcrs-in-chiefy  and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  befou 
twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  this  day. 

Done  at  Copenhagen,  this  7th  day  of  September,  1807. 

(Signed)       ARTHUR  WELLESLEV. 
HOME  POPHA.\f. 
GEORGE  MURRAY. 

Ratihe  par  nioi, 

PEYMANN. 

In  taking  a  strict  inspection  of  the  Danish  ships 

we  were  somewhat  disappointed  at  the  state  m 
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which  they  were  found,  and  from  the      of  the 

generality,  much  could  not  have  been  expected 
from  them.  They  would,  however,  have  served  to 
cover  an  invasion;  and  as  such  were  worthy  of  our 
notice.  This  was  not  all;  had  Denmark,  m  a  state 
d  doubtful  neutrality,  possessed  eighteen  sail  of 
the  hue  la  her  arsenals,  ready  to  put  to  sea.  Great 
Britain  must  have  kept  a  like  force  either  at  Got* 
tenburg,  or  cruising  between  the  Naze  and  the 
Scaw. 

*  Hie  devastation  committed  in  the  city  of  Copen- 
hagen by  the  bombardment,  was  far  more  serious 
than  any  thing  which  it  might  have  suffered  in  the 
memorable  battle  of  April,  IbOl.    From  the  top  of 
a  tower,  well  known  by  its  spiral  road,  and  gentle 
ascent,  the  author  beheld,  in  October,  1807,  the 
ruins  of  one  quarter  at  least  of  that  beautiful  city. 
Whole  streets  were  lev  el  with  tlie  ground  •  eigh- 
teen hundred  houses  were  destroyed,  the  principal 
churdi  was  in  ruins,  and  almost  every  house  in 
the  town  bore  some  marks  of  violence;  about 
fifteen  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  lost  their  lives, 
and  a  vast  number  were  wounded.    The  Danes 
certainly  defended  themselves  like  men,  and  left  to 
the  English  the  poignant  regret  that,  malice,  and 
the  insatiable  ambition  of  Bonaparte,  had  inaide  « 
this  gallant  people  our  enemies.  In  the  capture  of 
this  city».a  strong  contrast  forces  itself  upon  our 
minds,  between  the  conduct  of  the  French  and 
English  on  similar  occasions:  the  French,  when- 
ever they  gained  admission  of  a  town  by  force  of 
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wcms,  never  failed  to  exercise  the  utmost  rigomt 
of  war,  accompaaied  by  every  species  of  atrocity* 
Look  at  Belgium,  Italy,  Spain,  Germany,  Swit- 
zerland, Bgypt,  UoUandy  Poland,  and  Russia. 
Tbe  English,  On  the  contrary,  were  remarkaUe  for 
honour,  justice,  and  beuevolence,  towards  those 
whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  placed  in  their  power. 
Yet  the  French  on  leaving  those  countries  were 
generally  more  regretted  than  the  English.  The 
reason  seems  to  have  been,  that  the  French  were 
supposed  to  have  the  power  of  renewing  their 
visits,  and  policy  induced  their  enemies  to  wear  at 
least  the  appearance  of  sorrow  at  their  departure 
and  joy  at  their  return. 

lAit  b/  tki  ships  and  vessels  delimred  up  by  the  ct^iimhHms  0f 
C^pemhagen  to  his  M^ss^*sfmis  ^ 

When 

Shipt  of  the  line^      Gunj   huUt.  FrigMtm*         Gum.  buik. 

Christian  VII.  96  ia03.  rcarlcn...  44  ieo4. 

Neptune   84  1798.  Housewife  44  17S8. 

Waldemar   84  1708,  j  Liberty  44  rm. 

Princess  Sophia 

Frederics   74  1776.  Iris  44  1705. 

Justice   74  1777.  Rota  44  isoi- 

Heir  Appmot          74  1782.  YeDiis  44  180S. 

Cfm  p.  Frederick-  74  1784.  Naiadea  so  1709. 

Fuea  74  1787/  Triton  28  l7i>o. 

Odin   74  1788.  PredeHcksteio**.*  28  1800. 

TbveeC^owiM   74  1780.  Little  Belt  24  I801! 

Skiold  74  1792.  Si.  Ti  JOiiias  •  22  1779. 

CrownPrincessMaria  74  1792.  Fylla   24  1802. 

f>i"<^"iJrk   74  1704.  Elbe   20  1800. 

^<^>»^^*»v  74  iaoo.  EyedciH)  20  1802. 

Princess  Caroline- . .  74  1805.  Gluckflladt* •  •  •  •  •  •  20  1804 

Detmarsden   64  1780.  Brus* 


Conqueror   64  1705.    Saipe   IB  17I)I. 

Mara  §4  1784.    GtomiDea  18  1791. 
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Ned  Eiyen   10  1792. 

Cornier  14  I80l. 

Mercure  18 

FIjingFMli   1789. 

II  with  two  gQOi  In  the  bow. 

14  with  one  gun  in  the  bow  end  one  hi  the  item. 

A»  the  period  dtew  near  when,  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  six  weeks  stipulated  in  the  capitulation, 
the  Britiih  troops  were  to  evacuate  the  island, 
it  was  found  that  nmch  confusion  and  hurry  must 
arise  for  want  of  that  time,  which,  m  the  day  of 
danger,  the  Danes  would  have  extended  inder 
finitely,  and  now  refused  to  proloug  for  one  hour* 
The  ships  were  drawn  out  of  the  basin,  tiie  timber 
and  stores  embarked,  the  transports  loaded  with 
troops ;  and  as  the  winter  approached  the  utmost 

anxiety  prevailed  to  get  the  convoys,  and  the  half 
manned  ships  gf  war,  through  the  dangerous  navi* 
gation  of  the  Sound,  the  Sleeve,  and  tbe  Gattegat. 

Hot  was  the  period  of  hnal  embarkation  viewed 
without  some  degree  of  anxiety^  lest  an  attack 
should  be  made  on  our  rear-guard  by  the  enraged 
Panes.  The  whole  was  however  managed  with 
great  precision ;  not  the  smallest  confusion  ensued ; 
nor  was  any  insult  o&red  to  the  brigade  of  guards, 
the  last  which  quitted  the  unhappy  shore.  In 
the  space  of  six  weeks,"  says  Admiral  Gambier, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  Wellesley  Pole 

sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  nine  frigates,  fourteen 
sloops  of  war,  besides  gun*boats  and  smaller  ves- 
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flels^  have  been  fitted  for  sea,  aad  all  the  large 

ships  laden  with  masts,  yards,  timber,  and  other 
stores  from  the  arsenal,  whence  also  ninety-two 
cargoes  have* been  shipped  on  board  of  trans- 
ports, aad  other  vessels  chartered  for  the  purpose, 
the  sum  of  whose  burden  exceeds  twenty  thou* 
sand  toas.  A  considerable  number  of  masts  and 
span  have  been  put  on  board  the  Leyden  and  In- 

flexible,  and  some  valuable  stores  on  board  His 
Majesty's  ships/'  In  nine  days,  fourteen  sail  of 
the  line  were  brought  out  of  the  harbour,  although 
many  of  them  required,  and  received,  from  our 
shipwrights,  considerable  repairs.  Two  ships  on  ' 
the  stocks  were  taken  to  pieces,  and  their  prin- 
cipal finabers  brought  away,  and  a  third  being  in  a 
state  of  forwardness,  was^  sawed  in  several  places, 
and  suffered  to  fall  over ;  two  frigates  w^re  also 

destroyed.  Rear-admiral  Essington  superintended 
the  embarkation  of  the  troops  and  stores. 

While  the  British  fleet  and  army  were  convey^ 
ing  the  navy  and  the  commerce  of  the  Danes 
from  their  own  shores,  Vice-admiral  Russel,  who 
commanded  the  fleet  off  the  Texel,  had  taken 
possession^  of  the  island  of  Heligoland,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  senate  of  Hamburgh.  The  po- 
sition of  this  island  is  singularly  adapted  by 
nature  as  a  barrier  to  the  shoals  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Elbe,  the  Weser,  the  Emms,  and  the  £yder; 
while  its  possession  was  of  essential  importance 
to  the  commerce  of  these  rivers,  being  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  pilots,  the  beacon  to  guide  them  to 
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the  eotraiice  of  these  ports,  and  by  which  they 

were  enabled  to  avoid  tlie  dangers  of  the  neigh- 
bouring coast.  The  Gtoyemor  at  first  threatened 
veeistaiice.  Lord  Falkland,  captain  of  the  Quebec 
frigate,  had  prepared  to  attack  it;  but  when 
Admiral  Russd  approadied  in  the  Majestic,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  a  capitulation  was  immediately 
sigiiedy  a  British  goremor  was  appointed,  and  the 
island  now  continues  in  our  possess>ioa. 

The  Channel  fleet  continued  under  the  command 
of  the  Earl  of  St  Vincent,  until  the  month  of 
February,  when  his  Lordship  retired  on  account 
of  ill  health.  Sir  James  Saumarez  was  ordered 
out  in  a  frigate  to  assume  the  temporary  command 
in  the  absence  of  Sir  Charles  Cotton.  The  French 
fleet  remained  blocked  up  in  their  ports ;  and  so 
snccessfiil  had  been  our  squadrons  on  the  coast, 

that  the  trade  of  the  enemy  wai  nearly  annihilated : 
capture  or  destruction  .awaited  tbem»  with  very 
few  exceptions,  wherever  they  appeared,  between 
one  port  and  another;  the  little  capital  of  their 
merchants  was  embarked  under  nentcal  flags,  and 
as  we  liave  before  observed,  not  uni|:e<;Luently 
insured,  though  at  an  enormous  .  premium^ ;  in 
London.  The  war  was  transferred  from  the  09ean 
to  the  courts  of  admiralty,  and,  finom  the  very 

circumstance  of  the  insurance,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  long  robe  reaped  a  better  harvest  than  those 
of  tiie  sword.  The  orders  in  council  were  attacked 
and  defended  with  as  much  violence  as  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy.  Napoleon,  before  he  declared 
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l!AglaQd  in  a  state  of  blockade»  should  have  into- 
vided  a  navy  to  ezecnte  his  commands. 

The  number  of  seamen  voted  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1807»  was  onelinndred  and  twenty  thou* 
sandj  to  which  by  a  subsequeat  vote  ten  thousand 
more  wmadded ;  not  because  the  King  of  Holland^ 
following  the  example  of  his  brother  Napoleon, 
had  echoed  his  blodLade  decree,  but  because  the 
British  government  was  resolred  to  let  the  nations 
of  Europe  see  that  though  we  could  be  merciful, 
it  was  not  for  want  of  the  power  of  annoyance. 

As  Napoleon  advanced  his  conquests  into  Por- 
tugal, he  increased  in  the  insolenee  of  his  demands 
From  one  act  of  oppression  he  went  on  to  another^ 
working  his  own  ruin  with  inconceivable  rapidity. 
The  Berlin  decree  was  thouo^ht  to  have  exceeded 
in  violence  any  thing  that  could  have  been  pio* 
duced  to  the  world  as  a  state  paper.    But  in 
November  and  December,  1807,  we  were  favoured 
with  those  of  Milan,  the  laat  of  which,  after  die 
usual  torrent  of  abuse  against  Great  Britain,  has 
in  sttfastance  the  foUowuig  article :    That  every 
ship,  of  whatever  nation,  which  should  have  sub- 
mitted to  be  searched  by  a  Britidi  eruiser,  or 
have  beeu  a  voyage  to  England,  should  for  that 
alone  be  declared  '  denationalized,'  and  should  in 
TOnsequence  become  lawful  prize  to  the  Freiich 
cruisers."  ^ 

The  British  islands  are  by  the  same  decree 
again  declared  in  a  state  of  blockade:  "Every 
ship,  of  whatever  nation,  sailing  irom  tiie  ports  of 
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England^  or  her  coloaiesy  or  to  countries  occupied 
by  Britiah  troops,  is  good  and  lawful  prize.** — 
"These  measures/' says  the  tyrant,  "are  resorted 
to  only  in  jnst  retaliation  the  barbarous  policy 
of  England,  which  assimilates  its  legislation  to  that 
of  Algiers ;  they  shall  cease  to  have  any  effect  with 
respect  to  all  the  nations  who  shall  have  the  firm- 
ness to  make  the  English  government  respect 
their  flag ;  they  shall  continue  in  force  as  long  as 
that  government  does  not  return  to  tiie  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations.'' 

This  celebrated  decree  was  coeval,  but  did  not 
produce  the  crisis  which  had  been  some  time 
expected  in  Portugal.   It  will  be  remembered, 
that  in  the  autumn  of  the  preceding  year,  the  Earl 
of  St  Vincent  had  been  seat  with  a  squadron  of 
eight  sail  of  the  line  to  assist  the  Frmce  liegent 
of  that  country  in  defending  his  dominions  against 
the  French]  or  if  that  was  deemed  impracticable, 
to  convey  his  Royal  Highness^  with  his  family» 
suite,  and  effects,  to  Rio  Janeiro.  The  offer  was  at 
that  time  declined  I  but  in  this  year,  Kear-admiral 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  sent  out  with  similar  im>* 
posals«   As  the  armies  of  France  had  passed  the 
frontier,  and  the  dai^^er  was  pressing,  the  Prince 
decided  to  embark  on  board  oi  his  own  deet,  and 
go  to  South  America:  with  the  asnstance  of  the 
British  Admiral,  the  flight  of  the  royal  family 
of  firaganza,  from  their  hereditary  dominions^  Mras 
finally  accomplished. 

In  the  month  of  December,  Captain  J.  L.  ¥eo» 
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of  the  Constance,  of  twenty-four  guns,  arrived  at 
the-Admiralty)  with  dispatches- firom -Rear-admiral 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  dated  on  the  Gth,  and  stating 
that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  with  the 
whole  of  the  royal  family,  had  embarked  for  the 
BrazilSi  on  board  of  bis  own  squadron.  The  Por- 
tuguese fleet  was  attended  by  a  British  squadron 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Graham  Moore, 
of  the  Marlborough,  of  seventy-four  guns.  The 
London,  of  ninety-eight.  Monarch  and  Bedford,  of 
seventy-four  guns  each,  also  accompanied  him. 
One  Portuguese  ship  of  the  line  was  sent  to 
Plymouth,  and  the  Vasca  de  Gama,  a  fine  ship, 
but  not  ready  for  sea,  left  in  the  Tagus,with  eight 
Russian  ships  of  the  line,  three  of  which  only 
were  fit  for  sea  service. 

We  are  now  to  view  the  affairs  of  the  whole 
peninsula  in  a  very  difierent  and  far  more  interest- 
ing light,  than  we  have  hitherto  done.    A  part  of 
the  letter  of  Lord  Strangford  to  Mr.  Canning  is 
worthy  of  being  transcribed,  as  thoroughly  de- 
scriptive of  the  politics  and  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  great  migration.  It  states  that  the  Prince 
Regent  had  retired  from  a  kingdom  which  he  could 
no  longer  retain,  but  as  the  vassal  of  France.-  The 
event  was  not  (he  says)  to  be  attributed  solely 
to  the  appearance  of  a  French  army  within  the 
frontier  of  Portugal,  but  the  genuine  result  of  the 
system  of  persevering  confidence  and  moderation 
adopted  by  His  (Britannic)  Majesty  towards  that 
country. 
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The  iiear-admiral  had  frequently  aud  distinctly 
stflCted  to  the  oabinet  of  Lisbon,  that  in  agreeing 
not  to  resent  the  exclusion  of  British  commerce 
from  the  ports  of  Portugal,  his  Majesty' had  ex- 
hausted the  meaii^  ui  forbearance;  that  in  making 
that  concession  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  Prince  Regent  s  situation,  his  Majesty  had 
done  all  that  friendship,  and  the  remembrance  of 
ancient  alliance,  could  justly  require;  but  that  a 
single  step  beyond  this  line  of  modified  hostility 
must  necessarily  lead  to  the  extremity  of  actual 
war.  The  Prince  Regent,  however,  sufiered  him- 
sdf  for  a  moment  to  foi^et  that,  in  the  existing 
state  of  Europe,  no  country  could  be  the  enemy  of 
England  with  impunity.   On  the  8th  of  Noyeni- 
ber,  his  Royal  Highness  was  iiiduccd  to  sign  an 
order  for  the  detention  of  the  few  British  subjects, 
and  of  the  inconsiderable  portion  of  Britidi  pro-* 
perty,  stiii  remaining  at  Lisbon.    On  the:  publica- 
tion of  this  paper.  Lord  Strangford  ordered .  the 
arms  of  England  to  be  taken  down  from  the  gates 
of  his  residence,  demanded  his  passports,  presented 
a  final  remonstrance  to  the  court,  and  proceeded 
to  the  British  squadron.   When  on  board  the 
Hibemia,  he  advised  the  Admiral  to  indtitute  the 
blockade,  which  was  approved  of  by  tlie  British 
government.   The  effect  of  this  decided  measure 
was  a  renewal  of  negotiation,  in  which  a  proposal 
was  made  by  his  Lordship,  that  the' Portuguese 
ships  of  war  should  be  surrendered  to  his  Majesty, 
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or  tbat  they  should  be  employed  in  romoyiag  the 
Prince  Regent  and  family  to  the  BraaOls;  His 
Majesty  beiog  determined  that  if  those  ships  could 
not  be  instniniental  in  saving  the  nyyal  family  of 
Braganza,  they  should  not  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  French.  "The  Prince  Regent/'  says  Lord 
Strangford,  wisely  directed  all  his  apprehensions 
to  a  French  army,  and  his  hopes  to  an  English 
fleet ;  he  received  the  most  explicit  assurance  from 
me,  lhat  his  Majesty  would  graciously  overlook 
those  acts  of  unwiUing  and  momentary  hostility, 
to  which  his  Royal  Highnesses  consent  had  been 
extorted;  and  I  pfondsed,  on  the  faith  of  my  sore* 
leign,  that  the  British  squadron  before  the  Tagus 
fihoidd  be  employed  to  protect  his  retreat  from 
Lisbon,  and  his  voyage  to  the  Brazils." — "  This 
morning,  J>{ovember  2d/'  continues  his  Lordship, 
^  die  Portuguese  fleet  left  the  Tc^us.  I  had  the 
honour  to  am>mpany  the  Prince  in  his  passage 
over  Oe  bar.  The  fleet  consisted  of  eight  sail  of 
the  line,  four  large  frigates,  several  armed  brigs, 
sloops,  and  corvettes,  and  a  number  of  Brazil 
ships,  amounting  to  about  thirty  sail  in  all;  as  they 
passed  through  the  British  squadron,  his  Majesty's 
ships  fired  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns,  which  was 
returned  with  an  equal  number.  A  more  interest- 
ing spectacle  than  that  afforded  by  the  junction  of 
the  two  fleets  has  been  rarely  beheld.  To  diis 
icene  the  French  army  on  the  hiHs  near  the  sea- 
coast  were  the  witnesses;  what  their  emotions 
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may  have  beeii^  it  is  useless  to  inquire:  most 
probably  they  saw  with  regret  the  departure  of 
the  Prince  and  a  vast  treasure,  conveyed  away  in 
tbe  fleet*  Could  that  fleet  by  any  means  have 
been  placed  within  their  control,  how  little  of  the 
property  would  have  been  retained  by  the  lawful 
owners.  The  unhappy  exiles,  after  completing  a 
few  necessary  arrangemenU,  shaped  their  course 
Smt  Msdehra,  and  bade  adieu  (meet  of  them  for 
ever)  to  their  native  land. 

Uti  9f  ike  PmiMgnm  tk^  wkkk  earn  mi    ike  Tagus, 
MA  lAe         Fmmfy,  Nommker  20ik^  1807. 

Ships.                Guns.  FrigMte*.  Ghih. 

Principe  Real  84  Minerva.. ♦  44 

Raiohtde  Portugal  14  Golfiob»  •  Se 

CoodetfMiriqHc  «•••«••  74  Unois*-***  at 

Mcduza  74  One  otlier;^  same  itnknowo,  and 

Principe  de  Biasll  74  Three  corvettes  of  32  gum. 

AlfiMMiad'aibvqtteeiiM**  «§ 

Jaandc  Caitn  04 

Uaitino  de  Freitas  64 

JSk^mkkk  Pifwalnrf  &i  JMan^  and  /ell  into  the  iumds  of 

the  Frenck. 

^hips.  Gum, 

St  Sebastian  •  •  •  •  64  requiring  much  repair 
Maria  Prima  •  •  •  •  74'  floating  battel^ 
Vatoa  de  Gams  •  •  74  noder  npau;  and  nearly  nsdy 
Pkinceaa  de  Bcira*  64  floating  ^tteiy 
And  fife  frigates  quite  worn  out. 

Captain  Graham  Moore,  of  tbe  Marlborough, 
leoeived  aa  order  from  near«>adnural  19ir  Sidney 
Smith,  to  hoist  a  broad  pendant  the  moment  he 
should  have  passed  Ae  island  of  MadMnt.  Ilus 


Digitized  by  Google 


*  128  CHANNEL.  [Id07. 

island,  in  consequence  of  the  politics  of  the  parent 
state,  .was  soon  to  bear  the  British  flag.  A  squa- 
dron under  the  command*  of  Rear-admiral  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,^and  a  land  force  under  Major-gene- 
ral BereijBf6rd,  were  sent  out  to  take  possession  of» 
%n.d  to  keep  it  until  the  issue  of  the  contest  should 
be  decided  between  France  and  England.  The 
island,  though  nominally  a  Portuguese  settlement, 
has  such  a  predominance  of  British  property  upon 
*  it,  that  the  natives  are  in  their  hearts  English,  and 
consequently  its  surrender  immediately  followed 
the  summons.  The  ships  employed  on  this  service, 
were  the  Centaur,  seventy-four,  flag.  Captain 
W,  H.  Webley  (now  Parry) ;  York,  seventy-four, 
R.  Barton;  Captain,  seventy-four,  Isaac  Wolley; 
Intropid,  sixty^four;  Africaine,  Shannon,  Alceste, 
and  Success,  frigates. 

I^rd  Cochrane  having  been  removed  from  the 
Pallas  to  the  Imperieuse,  of  thirty-eight  guns, 
returned  again  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay ;  and  when  ofl^ 
the  Basin  of  Arcasson,  sent  his  boats  into  that 
port,  to  bring  out  whatever  vessels  might  be  found 
there.  Lieut.  Mapleton,  who  led  the  attack,  first 
landed,  and  stormed  the  fort  of  Roquette,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  spiked  the  artillery  which 
consisted  of  four  thirty-six  pounders,  two  field- 
pieces,  and  a  thirteen-inch  mortar,  burnt  the 
carriages,  destroyed  the  ammunition,  and  laid  the 
fort  in  ruins.  Having  thus  disarmed  the  place^  he 
brought  out,  burnt,  or  destroyed,  fifteen  sajl  of 
vesselsi  loaded  with  merchandise. 
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Rear-admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  in  the 
Caesar,  bloekaded  Rocheibrt  and  Rochelle,  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  Pertuis  D'Antioche;  Captain 
Robert  Barrie,  in  the  Pomone»  being  under  his 
orders,  fell  in  with  a  French  convoy  of  about 
twenty-seven  sail  of  small  vessels,  escorted  by 
three  brigs  of  war.  To  these  he  instantly  gave 
chase,  but  calms  and  light  winds  prevented  his 
cntting  off  more  than  fourteen  sail  of  the  merchant 
vessels,  thirteen  of  which  he  brought  out,  and  one 
he  destroyed :  they  were  laden  with  stores  and 
provisions  for  the  fleet  in  Brest. 

In  July,  Captain  Charles  Dilkes,  in  the  Hazard 
sloop  of  war,  on  the  same  station,  fell  in  with 
another  convoy  off  the  Pertuis  Breton,  and  cap- 
tured nine  sail  of  them,  laden  and  bound  similarly 
to  the  former. 

As  the  events  and  transactions  of  the  Channel 
were  unimportant  at  the  end  of  the  year,  we  shall 
now  present  our  readers  with  Bonaparte's  cele* 
bra  ted  manifesto,  dated  November  12. 

It  states,  first,  that  England  had  sent  out  four 
expeditions,  viz. — ^^one  against  Constantinople,  the 
result  of  which  had  been  the  confiscation  of  all  the 
English  merchandise,  and  the  expulsion  of  their 
commerce  from  the  Levant,  with  the  loss  of  several 
ships,  and  that  the  British  admiral  had  been 
happy  to  find  safety  in  flight." 

"  The  second  was  against  Egypt,  still  more 
disastrous  and  disgraceful:  its  army,  defeated  and 
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surrounded  oa  its  march,  lost  near  four  thousand 
chosen  men.  In  vain  did  England  break  down 
the  dykes,  cut  through  canals,  aiid  inuudate  tiiat 
unhappy  coontry»  in  order  to  secure  themselves  in 

Alexandria:  the  Pacha  arrived  from  Cairo  on  tlie 
22d  of  S^ember,  defeated  them»  and  oUiged 
them  to  sttrrender.  It  ia  difficult  to  find  a  more 
humiliating  expe4itiou«" 

The  third  agmist  Buenos  Ay  res  and  Monte 
Video.  Ten  thousand  men  failed  in  an  attack  on 
an  unfortified  town,  and  were  too  happy  to  be 
allowed  to  return." 

*^  The  fourth  was  the  most  notorious.  It  was  that 
of  Copenhagen,  the  most  atrocious  of  which  history 
can  preserve  a  remembrance.  Why,  it  is  asked» 
did  England  evacuate  the  place  when  the  Danes 
refused  to  ratify  the  capitulation,  and  the  engage- 
ment no  longer  existed  ?  because  they  were  aware 

of  their  weakness  and  inability  by  land;  the  ap- 
proach of  the  season  when  the  ice  would  reader 
the  arrival  of  Ihe  Danish  troops  probable,  deter- 
mined them  prudently  to  take  to.flight." 

From  these  four  defisats  the  manifesto  goes  on 
to  infer,  that  "  the  moral  and  military  character  of 
England  was  gone:"  it  points  out  tiie  slate  iii 
which  she  had  left  Portugal  ^  "  The  Prince  Regent 
loses  his  throne  by  the  intrigues  of  England^ 
loses  it  because  he  would  not  seize  upon  the 
English  merchandise  then  ut  Lisbon.  England 
sees  this  with  indifierence :  in  the  midst  of  so 
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Biaay  disastrousevents  the  commitlee  of  oligarchy, 
which  direct  its  govern  ment,  declare  perpetual 
war.** 

Disappointed  of  bis  rich  prey  at  Copenhagen, 
the  rage  of  Napoleon  knew  no  bounds.  He  com- 
pares the  conduct  of  ouf  ministers  on  that  occasion 
to  Marat,  and  the  worst  times  of  the  French  revo* 
hitioQ  I  and  he  consoles  himself  with  the  reflection, 
that  no  port  of  egress  was  left  for  our  ambassa- 
dors from  the  Continent,  but  Trieste;  that  Austria 
Had  declared  war  against  us ;  mi  that  one  hundred 
thousand  letters,  with  bills  of  exc  hange,  to  the 
amount  cS  soTeral  millions  steriing,  had  been  inter* 
oepted  and  detained  on  the  Continent. 

We  have  given  but  a  very  slight  sketch  of  this 
document,  and  that  merely  to  expose  the  folly  and 
the  falsehood  of  its  author ;  but  as  our  readers 
have  already  seen  the  accoont,  in  this  work,  of  the 
battle  of  Traialgar,  as  circulated  and  believed  on 
tiie  Continent,  they  will  readily  conclude^  that 
Napoleon  thought  nothing  too  gross  for  the  palate 
of  the  people  who  had  submitted  with  placid 
resignation  to  his  arbitrary  power. 

We  shall  only  offer  a  few  remarks.  That  some 
trifling  losses  were  sustained  in  our  Levant  trade 
us  1806  and  IB07,  is  doubtless  true;  but  the  in- 
terconrse  with  Turkey  was  not  entirely  suspended, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  Moreau  s  Tables, 
and  other  authentic  works ;  no  ship  was  lost  except 
the  Ajax,  and  surely  the  tyrant  could  not  mean  to 
say  that  disgrace  attached  to  that  dreadiul  catas- 
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trophe.  That  the  force  of  the  British  squadron  was 
totally  incompeteDt  to  contend  against  the  nume« 
rous  batteries,  fortresses,  and  armies,  on  the  shores 
of  the  Hellespont,  is  admitted  and  proved ;  but 
who  shall  dare  to  say  that  the  retreat  of  the  Bhtiefai 
admiral  was  not  both  skilful  and  gallant  in  the 
highest  degree? — who  shall  say  that  a  squadron  of 
any  otlier  nation  would  have  been  equally  daring 
and  well-conducted  ? 

The  Egyptian  expedition  was  disastrous  no 
^  doubty  but  there  was  no  disgrace,  there  was  no 
want  of  faith.  We  need  not  call  to  the  recollection 
of  our  readers,  how  little  faith  the  Chief  Consul 
evinced,  and  how  much  disgrace  he  engrossed  to 
himself,  on  the  fatal  Egyptian  shore  in  1799. 

The  misfortunes  which  attended  our  arms  in 
South  America  are  too  well  known  to  be  denied^ 
were  we  so  inclined;  but  this  is  not  our  intention : 
we  have  stated  the  fects  as  they  occurred.  The 
valour  of  our  men  was  never  more  conspicuous ; 
their  fiadlure  was  owing  to  error  in  judgment  on 
the  part  of  their  leader :  and  Napoleon  ui  his  exile 
might  have  remembered,  that  if  British  troops, 
were  forced  by  the  Turks  and  Spaniards  to 
quit  Egypt  and  South  America,  our  soldiers 
drove  his  legions  out  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
overthrew  him  in  Belgium,  and  coniined  lum  to 
the  rock  of  St.  Helena.  The  last  great  charge 
agamst  us,  the  attack  on  Copenhagen,  we  reserve 
for  another  place.  At  present  we  shall  only  ob* 
serve,  ihat  our  crying  sin  was  in  having  gone 
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before  him.  Of  the  moral  and  military  character 
of  England  we  shall  say  nothing,  because  the 
events  of  succeeding  years  have  completeiy  falsi- 
fied not  only  that  but  every  other  assertion  of  our 
implacable  enemy.*  If  France  had  her  Auster- 
iitz  and  Jena,  England  had  her  Trafalgar  and 
Wat«ploo. 

The  full  details  of  the  pains,  and  penalties  at- 
tached by  Napoleon  to  the  violation  of  his  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  will  be  found  among  the 
official  papers  of  the  year  1807;  and  we  will 
venture  to  say,  that  the  ingenuity  of  the  blackest 
heart  never  devised  any  thing  more  cruel,  more 
*  void  of  every  principle  of  justice,  of  humanity  and 
policy,  than  the  decree  of  the  17th  of  December, 
1807. 

The  feeble  descendants  of  0th man,  who  held 
the  reins  of  the  Turkish  empire  at  Constantinople, 
trembled  at  the  arrival  of  every  courier  from  the 
North;  and  the  wavering  policy  of  the  Sultan, 
Selim  the  Third,  was  decided  by  the  account  of 
the  battle  of  Austerlitz.  Sebastiani,  who  in  1805 
had  quitted  Constantinople  in  resentment  at  the 
scorn  with  which  Napoleon  was  treated  on  bis 
assumption  of  the  purple,  now  returned,  and  was 
met  with  the  most  flattering  salutations.  A  dis- 
cussion had  taken  place  between  Russia  and  the 
Porte,  in  180G,  on  the  nomination  of  the  Hospodars 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia ;  these  officers,  by  a 
former  treaty,  were  not  to  be  removed  without  the 
i^onsent  of  Uussia ;  but  the  French  ambassador, 
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^  after  the  successes  of  his  master,  found  no  diffi- 
culty iu  obtaining  their  dismissal  from  the  Turkish 
government.   The  Emperor  of  Russia  having 
refused  to  ratify  the  treaty  signed  by  M.  D'Oubril, 
Sebastiani  acquainted  the  Ottoman  goyemment» 
that  the  object  of  that  treaty  was  to  secure  the 
Porte  against  the  attacks  ot  Russia,  by  removing 
the  latter  from  the  Mediterranean;  by  restoring 
Ragusa  to  independence  under  the  protection  of 
Turkey,  and  autting  off  all  communication  with  the 
Montonegrians  and  revolted  Servians.  This  treaty, 
the  artful  uumster  further  insinuated,  would  leave 
the  French  armies  in  Dalmatia  and  Albania  a  safe- 
guard  to  Turkey.  All  this  was  to  be  considered  by 
the  Turks  as  a  most  disinterested  proof  of  teg^xd 
on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  "  who  never  acted  from 
selfish  motives !"  In  return  for  this  kindness,  he  de- 
manded that  the  Bosphoms  should  be  shut  against 
Russian  ships  of  war,  or  those  of  any  other  nation 
carrying  warlike  stores  or  provisions ;  that  it  could 
not  be  opened  without  hostility  to  France,  and 
withont  giving  the  armies  of  Kapoleon  the  right 
of  a  passage  over  the  Turkish  territories,  to  attack 
the  Russians  on  the  banks  of  the  Dneister:  the 
French  minister  concluded  by  observing,  that 
France  had  a  large  army  in  Dalmatia  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Turkey,  unless  compelled  by  bar  to  use 
it  in  a  diflferent  manner*  To  dus  communioatioii 
an  immediate  categorical  answer  was  desired. 
The  Sublime  Porte  became  alarmed:  the  foitisli 
and  Russian  ministers  on  one  side,  the  French  on 
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the  other,  all  threateuiug  the  veugcaocc  of  their 
courtSy  when  it  was  decided  by  the  Turkish 
-L'vernment  to  reinstate  the  Ilospodars;  but  the 
court  ot  6U  Petersburg^  either  not  having  heard 
of  this  concession,  or  determined  on  a  war,  sent 
an  army  into  Moldavia^  under  General  Michaelson, 
who  took  possession  of  Benda,  ChokziD,  and 
Jassi,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1806.  Tlus  was 
probably  done  to  counteract  the  ascendancy  which 
Bonaparte  had  acquired  by  lus  army  in  Dalmatia, 
Ttie  Russian  minister  at  Constantinople  was  left 
'  without  any  instructions,  for  some  time ;  the  Porte 
was  still  unwilling  to  commence  hostilities,  but  the 
people  were  clamorous  for  war :  a  Russian  hrigv 
charged  with  dispatciies  for  the  minister,  was 
seisod  in  the  straits  €i  the  Bosphorus,  and  her 

dispatches  destroyed. 

Mr.  Arbuthnotp  the  British  minister  at  Cour 
stantinople,  wrote  an  account  of  these  events  to 
Lord  CoUingwood,  assuring  him  that  the  Turks 
were  more  afraid  of  a  British  squadron  than  of  a 
French  army ;  and  that  the  appearance  of  our 
ships  before  the  city  would  produce  a  great  effect 
on  any  negotiation  wliicli  might  be  pending.  The 
Admiral  inunediately  dispatched  Kear-admiisd 
Sir  Thomas  Louis,  in  the  Oanopus  of  eighty  guns, 
and  two  other  ships  of  the  line,  with  a  frigate.  Sir 
TlMNBas  had  not  been  long  there  before  Italinski, 
the  Russian  minister,  found  it  necessary  to  usk^bis 
protection.  Wax  was  declared  by  the  Turks 
agamst  Russia.    Sir  Iliomas  Louis  received  the 
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Russian  minister,  and  retreated  in  the  Canopus 
dowu  the  Dardanelles,  leaving  the  Endymiou  to 
attend  the  British  embassy. 

It  was  highly  expedient  at  tliat  time  that  peace 
should  be  preserved  between  Russia  and  the 
Porte;  and  as  the  presence  of  our  squadrons  was 
supposed  to  contribute  to  that  object^  the  British 
government  approved  of  the  steps  taken  by  Lord 
CoUiugwood,  and  directed. him  to  reinforce  Sir 
Thomas  Louis  with  two  more  ships  of  the  line, 
liis  Lordship  sent  Sir  John  Duckvvortli  with  five 
more;  but  before  his  arrival,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  our 
minister,  had  been  forced  to  quit  Constantinople^ 
and  having  embarked  on  board  the  £ndymioii> 
proceeded  to  join  Sir  Thomas  Louis  off  Tencdos. 
.  The  French  army  in  Dalmatia  amounted  to  forty 
thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  Mannont, 
who,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment, had  secured  a  free  passage  for  his  troops 
through  Italy,  so  that  the  armies  in  Friouii  and 
J)almatia  might  mutually  support  each  other. 

Sir  John  Duckworth  was  ordered  to  second  the 
negotiations  of  the  English  minister,  but  in  the 
event  of  his  having  quitted  Constantinople,  or 
that  the  negotiations  should  have  ceased,  he  was 
directed  to  take  such  a  position  as  would  ensure  a 
compliance  with  his  demands,  which,  in  few  words, 
were  like  those  sent  to  Copenhagen — a  surrender 
of  the  fleet  and  arsenal."  It  will  be  shewn  that 
the  British  Vice-admiral  had  not  the  means  of 
enforcing  this  requisition. 
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Some  unavoidable  delay  was  unfortuaately  oc- 
casioned in  sending  out  Uie  orders  to  Lord  Col- 
lingwood  •  they  were  put  on  board  the  squadron 
intended  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Mediterranean 
fleet:  these  ships  having  been  detained  by  con- 
trary winds,  lus  Lordship  did  not  receive  his 
dkpatches  till  the  6th  of  January;  and  it  was  in- 
timated to  him,  that  the  British  squadron  should 
wait  for  that  of  Russia  under  Rear-admiral 
Siniaviu,  but  that  otiicer  did  not  join  until  the 
enterprise  was  abandoned. 

The  squadron  under  the  command  of  Sir  Juhu 
Dockworthy  consisted  of —  , 


1  The  Royal  George-  100  Flag — Captain  R.  D.  Dunn. 

2  Wiiulsor  Cattle  •  • .  96  Captain  C.  Buylcs 

3  Canopus  •  •   80  Rcar-Admirai  Sir  Thoa.  Louis 

4  Pomp^e   80  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith 

5  Ajax   80  Hon.  H.  Blackwood 

6  Repulse  74  Hon.  A.  K.  I.e»ge 

7  Thunderer   74  Captain  1.  Taihot 

8  Standard   64  Thomas  Henrey 


Frigates. —  Endymion    30    Hou.  T.  B.  Capel 
Active- 38    R.  H.  Moubray 
Judo  •  •  •  •    32    Charles  Richardson 
'  And  Madias  store-ship* 

Sir  John  Duckworth  assembled  a  part  of  his 
ships  at  Malta,  whence  be  sailed  on  the  3d  of 
February,  with  a  fresh  gale  from  the  westward ; 

on  the  6th  made  Cape  Matapan,  the  suutiieriiuiost 
exjtremity  of  the  Morea :  here  he  was  joined  by 

the  Delight  sloop  of  war^  and  pa^biui^  between 
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Cerigo  (ancient  Cytherea)  and  the  mainland^  came 
to  the  wind  for  the  night,  with  an  easy  aaD»  under 
the  Ice  of  the  island  of  Milo.    On  the  7th  our 
ships  were  among  the  cluster  of  islands  called  the 
Cyclades,  where  they  procured  Greek  pilots; 
after  which  the  Admiral  shaped  his  course  to  go 
between  Cape  Doro,  on  the  idand  of  Negit>* 
pont,  and  the  north-west  point  of  the  island  of 
Andros.   The  Pomp^e  led  through  this  passage, 
which  she  cleared  at  eleven  o  clock  at  night, 
making  signals  to  denote  her  situation:  the  whole 
squadron  followed  without  any  accident  The 
night  was  very  dark,  and  the  wind  atrong  from  . 
the  W.  S.  W.   On  the  8th  and  9th  they  were 
in  sight  of  the  island  of  Tenedos^  the  wind 
being  easterly  they  made  little  progress.  On 
the  1 0th  the  squadron  anchored  in  fifteen  fa- 
thom water,  between  Tenedos  and  the  main  land 
of  Asia  Minor:  here  they  found  the  Canopus, 
Thunderer,  Standard,  and  Glatton ;  also  the  Me<* 
teor  and  Lucifer  bombs,  which  had  parted  com* 
pany  ou  the  night  of  the  7th.    Every  prepara- 
tion was  made  for  battle*  and  Nelson*s  precau- 
tion was  not  forgotten,  to  bend  the  sheet  cables 
through  the  stem-ports.   On  the  11th,  all  being 
'  in  readiness  at  half-past  nine,  a.  m.  the  squadron 
weighed  and  stood  for  the  passage  of  the  Darda<» 
nelles,  between  the  south  point  of  Oallipc4i  and 
the  coast  of  Asia  Minor ;  but  the  wind  suddenly 
ahifting  to  the  N.  £.  and  blowing  strong  in  heavy 
squalls,  they  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  the  west 
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part  of  TeaedoB,  bearing  W.  by  S.  and  the  entrance 
to  the  channel  of  the  Dardanelles  N.E.  by  E. 

About  a  quarter  past  nine  in  the  evenings  the 
Ajax,  of  serenty^four  guns,  was  seen  to  be  in 
flames  fore  and  aft,  and  was  very  soon  burnt  to 
the  water's  edge.   The  particulars  of  this  tragical 
event  are  copied  i'roiii  the  MS.  narrative  of  the 
Hon.  Captain  Blackwood,  her  commander*  At 
nine  o  clock  in  the  evening  there  was  an  alarm  of 
fire  in  the  after  part  of  the  ship :  the  Captain  and 
officers  went  down  to  the  cockpit,  whence  the 
smoke  issued ;  they  threw  down  a  great  quantity 
^  of  water,  but  in  three  minutes  found  it  impossible 
for  any  person  to  remain  below,  the  men,  with 
buckets  of  water  in  their  hands,  falling  down  fkx>m 
sufTocation.    The  lower-deck  ports  were  then 
ordered  to  be  hauled  up,  to  give  vent  to  the  smoke; 
but  this  adding  to  the  force  and  fury  of  the 
flames,  they  were  closed  again,  and  the  hatchways 
covered  over,  in  order  to  gain  time  for  hoiiting 
out  the  boats;  nor  was  this  measure  resorted  to 
until  the  destruction  of  the  ship  wab  inevitable: 
the  carpenter  had  been  ordered  to  scuttle  the  afte? 
part  of  the  ship,  but  that,  in  ten  minutes  after  the 
alarm  was  first  given,  was  found  impracticable; 
and  80  dense  was  the  smoke  on  deck  at  this  time, 
tliat,  though  it  was  moonUght,  the  officers  could 
not  see  each  other;  ail  attempts,  therefore,  to 
hoist  out  the  boats  became  ineffectual ;  the  jolly* 
boat  alone,  having  been  got  into  the  water,  began 
to  pick  up  the  men  who  had  jumped  overboard. 


I 


Dig'itized  by  Google 


140  '  DARDANELLES.  [1807. 

The  flames  bursting  up  the  main-hatchway,  the 
Captain  desired  each  man  to  provide  for  his  owa 
safety :  the  ship  at  that  moment  was  in  one  com- 
plete volume  of  Hame,  from  the  centre  of  the 
booms  to  the  taflrail :  about  four  hundred  of  the 
crew  were  assembled  on  the  forecastle,  bowsprit, 
and  8pritsail*yard,  whence  Captain  Blackwood 
jumped  overboard,  and  was  picked  up  when  he 
bad  been  half  an  hour  in  the  water,  and  taken  on 

board  the  Canopus,  much  exhausted.  Such  was 
the  fate  of  this  noble  ship,  by  a  conflagration  more 
rapid  than  had  ever  been  known,  except  in  cases 
of  instant  explosion.  If  fortitude  or  courage  could 
have  saved  her,  she  would  have  been  saved.  The 
court  of  inquiry  in  the  first  mstance,  and  a  court- 
martial  subsequently  held,  by  order  of  Lord  Col- 
lingwood,  most  honourably  acquitted  the  Captain, 
officers,  and  crew,  of  any  blame.  The  cause  of 
the  fire  seems  to  have  been  a  light  which  was 
left  burning  by  the  purser's  steward  m  the  bread- 
room.  • 

The  wreck  drifted  on  shore,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  island  of  Tenedos  (so  celebrated  in  classic 
history),  where,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  she 
blew  up.  The  squadron  anchored  again  before 
daylight,  having  by  its  exertions  saved  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  crew:  two  hundred 
and  fifty  were  drowned.  From  that  period  till  the 
Idth,  the  ships  were  employed  in  regaimug  the 
anchors  from  which  they  had  cut,  and  preparing 
for  farther  operuUuns;  the  weather  continued 
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very  bad,  and  the  wind  being  directly  down  the 
chaonelf  prevented  their  advancing  towards  the 
city- 

On  the  19th,  the  wind  came  to  the  southward: 
the  squadron  weighed  at  daylight,  formed  the  line» 
and  stood  lor  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  \  ice-ad- 
miral made  the  signal  to  prepare  for  battle.  At  eight 
o'clock,  the  squadron  being  in  the  narrowest  part, 
the  batteries  on  either  side  began  to  fire  on  the 
Canopus,  the  leading  ship ;  and  at  thirty  minutes 
past  nine,  the  forts  of  Sestos  and  Abydos  opened 
their  fire.   The  ships  received  some  damage,  and 
the  Admiral  made  the  signal  to  prepare  to  anchor. 
At  ten^  the  •British  squadron  discovered  that  of  the 
Turks  at  anchor,  above  the  castles :  it  consisted 
of  one  ship  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  three  corvettes, 
and  some  gun-boats.   The  hostile  squadrons  were 
80  near  before  they  were  visible  to  each  other, 
that  the  action  began  as  soon  as  they  hove  in 
sight.    The  Pomp6e  anchored  with  all  sail  set, 
between  the  ship  of  the  line  and  the  four  frigates, 
and  engaged  them  on  both  sides,  until  the  whole 
of  the  Turks  cut  their  cables  and  ran  on  shore. 
The  Standard,  Thunderer,  and  Active,  anchored, 
and  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  same  time:  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  made  the  Active's  signal  to  chase 
a  Turkish  frigate,  which  she  did,  came  up  with 
and  burnt,  while  the  Repulse  worked  up,  and  with 
the  boats  of  the  squadron  boarded  the  sixty-four- 
gua  ship  as  she  lay  on  shore,  and  set  her  pn  fire : 
by  three  o'clock  the  whole  of  them  had  blown  up^ 
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except  a  corvette  aiid  a  vessel  loaded  with  artil- 
IsTf,  which  were  taken.  Having  performed  this 
service,  Sir  Sidney  Smith  weighed^  and  rejoined 
the  Admiral. 

As  soon  as  the  squadron  had  passed  the  batteries 
on  Pesques  Point,  which,  though  not  perfectly 
finished,  mounted  thirty  guns,  the  boats  of  the 
rear  division  with  a  large  party  of  royal  marines, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  NichoUsi  of  that 
corps,  landed  and  spiked  the  guns,  but  had  not 
time  to  etfect  the  destruction  of  the  works.  This 
tras  completed  by  Captain  Mowbtay  of  the  Active, 
who  remained  at  anchor,  and  with  the  boats  of  the 
Ponip6e,  under  the  comniand  of  Lieutenants  Car- 
rol and  Arabin,  and  Laurie  of  the  marines,  the 
redoubt  was  destroyed,  and  some  of  the  guns 
brought  away. 

On  the  20th,  the  squadron  anchored  ofi  tbe 
Princes  Islands  in  twenty  fathoms  water,  the 
island  of  Antigona  bearing  N.E. 

The  British  squadron  was  now  eight  miles  from 
•  the  city  of  Constantinople:  the  Endyniion  ad- 
vanced four  miles  nearer,  having  a  flag  of  truce 
flying.  A  Turkish  squadron,  of  five  sail  of  the  line 
and  lour  frigates,  came  out  of  the  harbour  and 
anchored  in  the  fidr  way.  From  the  20th  to  tbe 
2Cth,  inclusive,  the  squadron  was  at  anchor;  in 
this  situation  flags  of  truce  were  passing  and 
repassing. 

On  the  27tb,  the  Repulse,  with  the  Lucifer 
bomb,  and  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  well  aiauned 
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md  armed^  stood  in  for  Princes  Islands :  with  three 
great  guns  they  attacked  a  body  of  Turkish  troops* 
who  appeared  to  be  throwing  up  works:  our 
pe<^Ie  landed,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
post,  took  their  field-pieces,  and  destroyed  the 
battery.  The  boats  oi  the  squadron  watched  ,the 
motions  of  the  enemy  during  the  night,  and  a  Tery 
large  fire  was  seen  in  Constantinople*  On  the 
1st  of  March  the  Admiral  weighed,  and  worked 
up  with  the  whole  squadron :  the  wind  was  at 
N.E.  and  moderate.  When  off  the  city  they  hove 
to,  in  order  to  give  the  Turkish  squadron  an  op- 
portunity of  coming  out  to  fight,  if  they  wished  to 
do  8O9  and  continued  in  that  ntaation  the  remainder 
of  the  day  and  the  following  night,  tackmg  occa* 
nonally.   It  now  appeared  that  the  presence  of 

the  British  squadron  had  no  etfect  ou  the  decisions 
of  the  Divan,  for  on  the  2d  we  find  all  hope  of 
an  amicable  arrangement  was  abandoned,  as  well 
aa  any  iarther  design  of  attacking  Constantinople. 
On  that  day^  the  wind  being  E.  by  S.  the  siquadroo 
cleared  ibr  action,  and  made  sail  in  order  of  battle; 
Ae  ships  having  the  bomb  vessels  in  tow,  they 
stood  down  the  Dardanelles,  and  anchored  off 
Pesqnes  Point  on  the  eveijing  of  the  2d. 

On  the  mominp:ofthe,3d,  they  weighed  and  again 
prepared  ibr  action,  in  dose  order  of  battle.  At 
ten  o'clock  the  battery  on  Point  Pesques  opened 
'  on  the  Canopus,  the  leading  ship,  with  a  very 
heavy  fire,  and  on  all  the  others  as  they  passed : 
this  was  returned  by  all  but  the  Pomp^e,  who 
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reserved  her  fire  for  the  forts  of  a  still  more  for- 
midable description. 

The  Point  of  Pesques  is  a  promontory  termi- 
nating in  a  shoal  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Darda- 
nelles or  Hellespont^  and  about  four  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the  fort  of  Abydos  ;  nor  is  this  the 
narrowest  point*   The  Thracian  Chersonesus  also 
terminates  in  a  point  bending  to  the  eastward,  on 
which  stands  a  fort  or  castle,  close  to  the  ancient 
Sestos ;  at  this  point  the  distance  from  one  side 
to  the  other  may  be  nearly  two  miles,  so  that  a 
common  piece  of  artillery  would  throw  a  shot 
more  than  half-way  across :  our  ships  kept  in 
mid-channel»  the  Turks  having  possession  of  both 
sides.   The  ships  passed  the  Point  of  Pesques, 
entered  the  basin  which  it  forms  with  the  point  of 
Sestos,  leaving  the  fort  of  Abydos  on  their  left 
hand :  at  forty  minutes  past  ten,  that  fort  opened 
its  fire  on  the  Canopus,  still  the  leading  ship,  and 
on  all  the  others  as  they  passed.    The  fire  was 
returned,  but  with  what  effect  it  is  difficult  to 
say ;  the  rapid  change  of  position  occasioned  by  a 
iair  wind  and  current  would  prevent  the  certainty 
of  aim,  and  almost  the  probability  of  striking  aa 
object,  unless  very  near.    At  forty  minutes  past 
eleven,  the  whole  squadron  had  passed  this  for-  ^ 
midable  line  of  batteries,  and  in  the  evening 
anchored  seven  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the 
channeK 

Tiie  damage  sustained  by  our  ships  was  very 
considerable,  and  never  since  the  invention  of 
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artillery  were  shot  of  sach  magnitude  fired  against 
shipping,  nor  can  there  be  the  smallest  reasou  to 
suppose  thaty  with  the  force  under  his  command^ 
Sir  John  Duckworth  could  have  made  any  im- 
pression on  the  city  of  Constantinople,  had  even 
the  weather  and  current  permitted  him  to  place 
his  ships  as  he  desired ;  but  this  never  once  oc- 
curred. "  The  Turks/'  says  Sir  John  Duckworth, 
"had  been  occupied  unceasingly  in  adding  to  the 
number  of  their  forts ;  the  fire  of  the  two  castles 
had,  on  our  going  up,  been  severe;  in  returning, 
it  was  doubly  formidable ;  in  short,  had  they  been 
allowed  another  week  to  complete  their  works 
throughout  the  channel,  it  would  have  been  very 
doubtful  whether  a  return  would  have  been  open 
to  us  at  all/' 

The  calibre  of  their  guns  could  have  been 
nothing  short  of  two  feet  three  inches  in  diameter, 
judging  from  the  size  of  the  shot.  An  officer,  who 
visited  the  forts  some  time  afterwards,  assured  the 
author,  that  he  was  one  of  five  young  midshipmen 
who,  all  at  the  same  time,  followed  each  other  on 
their  hands  and  knees  into  one  of  these  guns,  then 

loaded  with  a  stone  shot :  this  may  enable  us  to 
form  some  idea  of  the  dimensions  of  the  piece, 
both  as  to  length  and  breadth.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  metal  of  this  weight  was  ever  trained 
or  pointed  at  an  object ;  the  gun  lying  in  one  fixed 
position,  and  commanding  a  point  where  the  ship 
must  necessarily  pass,  the  Turks  waited  till  the 
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mark  was  on,  and  fired  with  great  success,  mdkiDg 
due  allowance  tor  the  rate  of  sailing. 

K  such  were  the  batteries  of  an  enemy  on  either 
side  of  this  celebrated  channel,  may  we  not  agree 
with  the  gallant  Admiral,  that  he  was  fortunate  in 
effecting  his  retreat?  Ihe  forces  with  which  he 
was  sent  to  reduce  the  Sublime  Porte  to  terms  of 
reasonable  concession,  and  to  grant  only  one  hour 
for  their  acceptance,  proved  quite  inadequate  to 
the  purpose.  His  admiration  of  the  British  navy 
led  Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  overrate  its  powers.  The 
fleet  and  army  of  Copenhagen  or  Walcheren  wonld 
have  been  barely  sufficient  for  the  object  which 
he  had  supposed  might  be  accomplished  with 

seven  sail  of  the  line. 

In  his  letter  to  Lord  Collingwood,  the  Admiral 
says,  I  am  now  come  to  the  point  of  explaining  to 
your  Lordship  the  motives  which  fixed  me  to  decide 
on  repassing  the  channel  of  the  Dardanelles,  and 
relinquishing  every  idea  of  attacking  the  capital ; 
and  I  feel  confident  it  will  require  no  argument  to 
coiiviucc  your  Lordship  of  the  utter  iaipracticability 
of  our  force  making  any  impression.  At  the  time 
that  the  whole  line  of  coast  presented  a  chain  of 
batteries,  twelve  Turkish  line  of  battle  ships^  two 
of  them  three-deckers,  with  nine  firigates,  were, 
with  their  sails  bent  and  in  apparent  readiness, 
filled  with  troops  t  two  hundred  thousand  men 
^iirere  rei)orted  to  be  in  Constantinople  ready  to 
lnai;ch  against  the  Russians,  and  an  innamerable 
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quantity  of  small  craft  and  fire- vessels  were  pie- 
pared  to  act  against  us.  With  batteries  alone  wm 
might  have  coged;  or  with  the  ships,  could  we 
have  got  thrai  out  of  their  strong-holds;  but 
your  Lordship  will  be  aware,  that  after  combating 
the  opposition  wliich  ttie  resources  .of  an  empire 
had  been  many  weeks  employed  in  preparing,  we 
should  have  been  in  no  state  to  have  defended 
oonelTes  against  them  as  described,  and  then 
repass  the  Dardanelles.  I  know  it  was  my  duty, 
in  obedience  to  your  Loidship's  orders,  to  altempt 
any  thing  (governed  by  the  opiQion  of  the  am- 
bassador) that  appeared  within  the  compasa  of 
possibility ;  but  when  the  unavoidable  sacrifice  of 
the  squadron,  committed  to  my  charge,  must  have 
been  the  consequence  of  pursuing  that  object,  it  at 
once  became  my  positive  duty,  howler  wounde4 
in  prid6  and  ambition,  to.  relinquish  it/' 

w 

In  what  instance  in  the  whole  course  of  our 
naval  warfrie,  have  ships  received  equal  damage 

m  so  short  a  time  as  in  this  extraordinary  en- 
terprise I  The  Koyal  George  had  a  part  of  her 
cutwater  carried  away  by  a  granite  shot,  which 
very  nearly  sunk  her;  another  cut  the  mainmast 
of  the  Windsor  Castle  almost  in  two;  a  shot 
of  the  same  description  kuocked  two  ports  into 
one  oh  board  the  Thunderer:  the  Repulse,  by 
another,  had  her  wheel  shot  away,  and  twenty- 
four  men  killed  and  wounded^  nor  was  the  ship 
saved  from  going  on  shore  without  the  most  won* 
4eiiul  exertions.   A  granite  shot  came  through 
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the  larboard  bow  of  the  Active,  on  her  lower- 
deck,  rolled  ait,  and  brought  up  abreast  of  Uie 
main-hatchway ;  another  took  away  the  whole  bar- 
ricade of  the  forecastle  between  the  two  ports,  and 
fell  into  the  sea  on  the  opposite  aide,  destroying 
three  pkaks  on  the  forecastle-deck ;  a  third  lodged 
in  the  bends»  abreast  of  the  main-chains,  but  fell 
overboard  soon  after.  The  Standard  was  also 
struck  by  a  single  shot»  which  did  her  very  con- 
aiderable  injury.  These  shot  were  all  of  the  largest 
dimensions  of  any  we  ever  met  with. 

The  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  the  squadron,  on  this  occasion,  including 
those  who  fell  in  the  unsuccessful  attack  on  the 
island  of  Prota,  were — 


Guns,                 Commanders,             K,  W. 

ttojml  George*  100   Flag. — Captain  R.  D.  Duon  •••8  61 

Canopus  . . .  • .    80  [  ^ear-admiral  Sir  Thonis  Louis 

^                  \        missiDg)  ...e  ^ 

Wiudsor  CastJe   98    Charles  Boy les  4  SO 

R'P«>8«             74   Hon.  A.  K.  Ltggt  .10  14 

TIninderer.  •  • «   74  JohnTtlbot  6  SB 

Standafd           04  Thomat  Hemy  (4  mitstiig)  •  •  •  •  4  «6 

Eodymion  • . *    44   Hoo.     B.  Capel*.. 0  18 

Active  •  .    as   R.H.  Mowbray  0  7 

Meteor  Bomb*    —   0  8 


38  231 

The  Baron  de  Tott,  in  1770,  speaking  of  one  of 
the  enormous  guns  in  these  forts,  says,  « It  was 
cast  in  brass  m  the  reign  of  Araurath :  it  was  com- 
posed  of  two  parts  joined  together  by  a  screw  at 
the  chamber;  its  breech  resting  against  a  massy 
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Stone  work;  the  difficulty  of  charging  it  would  not 
allow  of  its  being  fiied  more  than  once;"  but; 
said  the  Pacha  to  the  Baron,  "  that  one  discharge 
will  be  sufficient  to  destroy  the  whole  fleet  of  an 
enemy."  The  Baron  prepared  tu  fire  this  monstrous 
gun,  and  the  Turks  trembled  at  the  proposal ;  the 
oldest  among  them  declared  it  neyer  bad  been 
fired»  and  that  its  discharge  would  occasion  such 
a  shock  as  would  overturn  the  castle  and  the  city. 
The  gun  was  however  loaded,  according  to  the 
Baron's  assertion,  under  his  direction,  with  three 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  of  powder,  and  a  ball 
of  granite  weighing  eleven  hundred  pounds  11  I 
took  my  station,**  says  the  Baron,  ^<  behind  the 
stone  work,  and  felt  a  shock  like  that  of  an  earth- 
quake. At  the  distance  of  eight  hundred  fathoms 
I  saw  the  ball  divide  into  three  pieces,  and  these 
firagments  of  a  rock  crossed  the  Strait,  and  re- 
bounded on  the  mountain."  Before  the  expedition 
of  Sir  John  Duckworth,  an  incredulous  person 
would  have  supposed  he  had  been  reading  the 
travels  of  Munchausen.   The  heaviest  shot  which 
struck  our  ships  was  of  granite,  and  weighed  eight 
hundred  pounds,  and  was  two  feet  two  inches 
in  diameter.  The  quantity  of  powder  required  to 
propel  it  we  have  not  ascertained  ;  but  we  should 
think  it  overrated  by  De  Tott.   The  usual  weight 
of  powder  to  shot  at  the  commencement  of  an 
action  is  one-fourth  part,  but  the  quantity  is  de- 
creased as  the  metal  gets  heated. 

Can  any  person  of  common  sense  believe  that 
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with  this  small  sqiiadron;  wididut  h  single  com- 
pany of  artillery  or  land  force,  the  capital  of  the 
Turkish  empire  was  to  have  be6n  aubdued? 
Compare  the  difiicuities  of  the  Dardanelles  with 
those  of  the  Cattegal,  and  the  strength  of  dm- 
stautinople  with  that  of  Copenhagen;  look  at  the 
magnitude  of  the  forte  employed  against  the  one^ 
and  the  contemptible  insufficiency  of  the  other ; 
and  then  let  the  impartial  reader  deteroune  which 
of  the  twb  services  wai  the  most  desenring  of 
reward.  We  have  no  wish  to  depreciate  the 
tnelits  of  Lord  Gambier,  which»  lis  a  seit-officer; 
we  hav^  acknowledged,  and  shall  always  be  proud 
to  do  so ;  but  when  we  hear  it  said,  that  Sir  Johil 
Duckworth  "was  stuffing  a  cushion  for  his  fall," 
we  cannot  help  ottering  these  observations  in  vin- 
dicatioti  of  his  injured  memory. 

Scarcely  had  Sir  John  Duckworth  cleared  the 
passage  of  the  Dardanelles,  before  he  was  Joined 
by  the  Russian  Vice-admiral  Siniavin,  with  eight 
sail  of  the  line.  Sinilivin  requested  Sir  John  to 
return  with  him,  and  renew  the  attack  or  the 
negotiations;  but  this  was  declined,  and  it  was 
observed,  perhaps  with  too  much  national  vanity, 
that  where  a  British  squadron  had  failed  no  other 
was  likely  td  succeed.  A  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  was  soon  after  produced*  The 
Sultan,  Selim  the  ThiM»  fell  a  sachfice  to  popular 
fury  in  his  own  capital,  in  June,  1807,  and  his 
successor,  Mustapha,  became  the  friend  of  Na- 
poleon. 
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The  Russian  i>quadroa  repaired  to  the  Tagus, 
wbere  we  sball  hear  of  it  again.  An  armistice 
between  Russia  and  the  Porte  was  signed  on  the 
24th  of  August,  1807.  Hostilities  were  not  tb 
recommence  before  March  21,  1808.  The  troops 
of  both  nations  were  to  evacuate  Moldavia  and 
Wallacbia,  and  to  return  within  their  respective 
territories  :  Russia  was  to  evacuate  Tenedos,  and 
other  places  which  she  might  have  taken  in  the 
Archipelago.  ^ 

While  tlie  Glatton  lay  off  the  island  of  Tenedos, 
a  Turkish  ship  was  seen  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 
8igr6.  Captain.  Seccombe  ordered  his  boats  in, 
covered  by  the  Hirondelle,  brig  of  war.  They 
boarded  the  vessel,  took  her,  and  brought  her  out; 
but  in  the  daring  attack.  Lieutenant  Edward  Wat- 
son, of  the  Glatton,  a  sergeant,  a  corporal,  and 
two  private  marines  were  killed,  and  four  seamen 
and  five  marines  wounded. 

Prom  the  Darcbmelles,  the  Vice-admiral  steered 
with,  his  fleet  ior  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  to  which 
quarts  he  knew  that  a  British  force  had  been 
directed  to  proceed,  in  order  to  dispossess  the 
Turks  of  those  places,  which  they  had  received 
from  onr  hands  but  six  years  before. 

The  land  force  employed  on  this  expedition  was 
commanded  by  Major-general  Frazer,  who  had 
been  sent  with  his  troops  from  Sicily  by  General 
Fox.  The  naval  part»  having  the  troops  and  transv 
portA  under  convoy,  consisted  of  the  Tigre,  of  se- 
venty-four guns»  commanded  by  Captain  Hallo  well; 
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the  Apollo,  thirty-eight,  Captain  Fellowes;  and 
the  Wizard,  sloop  gf  war.   They  made  the  Arabs' 
Tower  on  the  16th  of  March,  with  fourteen  sail  of 
their  convoy ;  nineteen  sail  had  parted  company 
in  bad  weather,  on  the  night  of  the  7th:  Captain 
Hallowell  stood  in  to  obtam  information,  before 
he  allowed  the  transports  to  shew  themselves  in 
sight  of  the  coast.    Major  Misset,  the  British 
resident,  and  Mr.  Briggs  the  vice-consul,  having 
been  received  on  board  the  Wizard^  both  concur- 
red in  the  expediency  of  an  immediate  landing, 
founded  on  their  knowledge  of  the  actual  strength 
of  the  place,  and  the  favourable  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants  towards  the  English.   The  trans* 
ports  were  therefore  called  in,  and  the  squadron 
anchored  off  the  western  harbour:  a  summons 
was  sent  to  the  governor  to  deliver  up  the  fortresses^ 
on  an  assurance  that  persons  and  private  property 
should  be  respected.    This  was  rejected,  and  un- 
der every  difficulty  of  bad  weather  and  a  heavy 
surf,  the  troops,  to  the  number  of  one  thousand 
men,  were  got  on  shore,  with  £ive  heid<pieces  and 
fifty-seven  seamen,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Boxer.  On  the  following  day  they  moved  forward, 
and  carried  the  enemy  s  advanced  works,  with  tri* 
fling  loss.    In  the  meanwhile,  the  castle  of  Abou- 
kir  having  been  taken,  the  Apollo,  with  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  convoy,  anchored  in  that  bay. 
Seeing  this  accession  of  strength,  the  governor  of 
Alexandria  immediately  capitulated ;  and  by  a 
singular  coincidence  the  2ist  of  March  was  a  se^* 
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Gond  time  celebrated  for  our  successes  in  Egypt : 
on  that  day  our  ariuy  took  possession  of  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  with  all  its  fortresses  aud  harbour ;  in 
the  latter  were  found  two  Turkish  frigates^  and  a 
coirette,  all  moiuiting^  brass  guns ;  one  was  an 
eighteen,  the  other  a  twelve  pierced  frigate.  Cap^ 
tain  Hallowell  landed,  and  served  with  the  army ; 
leaving  the  Tigre  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fowel. 

Here  ended  the  success  of  our  arms  in  Eg^pt. 
The  Aavai  force  having  been  augmented  by  the 
arrival  of  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Sir 
John  Duckworth,  the  Admiral  and  General  decided 
on  attacking  Rosetta  and  Rhamanie,  without  which 
there  was  imminent  danger  of  the  garrison  and  in- 
habitants of  Alexandria  being  starved.  To  gain 
these  places,  Major-general  Wauchope  and  Briga- 
dier-general Meade  were  detached  with  the  Slst 
regiment,  and  the  Chasseurs  Britannique.  The 
forces  advanced  and  took  possession,  without  any 
loss,  of  the  heights  of  Abourmandour,  which  com- 
mand the  town  of  Rosetta.  From  this  post  it 
appears  the  Major-general  advanced  into  the  town; 
and  here,  as  at  Buenos  Ayres,  the  gallant  British 
troops  were  sacrificed  in  the  streets,  to  an  enemy 
concealed  on  the  roofs  and  within  the  houses.  The 
Major-general  was  killed,  the  Brigadier-general 
wounded,  and  the  detachment  obliged  to  retreat, 
with  the  loss  of  four  hundred  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.  Mortified  and  dejected  as 
the  General  and  Admiral  were  at  this  unexpecte4 
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repulse,  the  necessity  of  perseveratiee  increased 
with  theto  difficulties.  Fktinine  threatened  the  city 
of  Alexandria  with  still  more  disastrous  conse- 
quences than  before :  Sir  John  Duckworth  had 
gone  down  the  Meditemihean ;  and  this  naval  foroe 
in  the  bay  of  Aboukir  was  commanded  by  Sir 
Thomas  Louis.  .  Anothte  attack  was  decided  on, 
and  its  execution  committed  to  Brigadier-geiieral 
Stewart  and  Colonel  Oswald,  with  strong  detach^ 
meats  of  the  royal  artillery,  a  body  of  seamen, 
the  first  battalion  of  the  36th  regiment,  second 
battalion  of  the  78th,  and  De  RolFs  regiment; 
I      amounting  to  about  two  thousand  hve  hundred 
ibeii.  The  enemy  sent  a  liirge  reinforcement  down 
the  Nile,  which  occupied  the  city  of  Rosetta,  and 
obliged  our  forces  to  foil  back,  with  the  loss  of  one 
thousand  officers  and  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing.  About  this  time,  that  excellent  officer 
and  amiable  man,  Rear-admiral  Sir  Thomas  Louis, 
died  on  board  his  ship  oS  Alexandria.    It  is  not 
easy  to  comprehend  what  advantages  conld  have 
been  gained  by  our  second  invasion  of  this  country, 
had  we  obtained  possession:  the  French  were  nei- 
ther gone  nor  going  there,  and  the  injury  to  the 
Turkish  government  would  have  been,  in  its  utmost 
extent,  trivial  in  its  consequences ;  Egypt  was  a 
tountry  which  sad  CKperience  had  taught  us  we 
never  could  keep,  and  accordingly  its  final  eva- 
cuation soon  followed. 

Having  detailed  all  the  transactions  of  the  Archi- 
pelago and  the  upper  part  of  the  Mediterranean, 
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we  retnrfi  to  Sicily  and  the  Calabrias,  which  had 
been  neglected  and  injured  by  the  abaenoe  of  ao 
large  a  detachment,  naval  and  military.  Captain 
Charles  Boyles,  with  four  sail  of  the  line,  wa9  ata^ 
tioned  at  Palenno,  at  the  expresa  deatre  of  the 
Court.  He  had  with  him  his  own  ship,  the  Wind- 
tor  Castle,  of  ninety-eight  guns ;  £agle,  aeventy- 
four,  Charles  Rowley  ;  Thunderer,  seventy-four^ 
Jolm  Talbot ;  and  Swiftsure,  seventy-four,  George 
Jtulheiford. 

The  French  general  Regnier  conunanded  the 
army  in  Lower  Calabria,  and  obliged  our  troops 
and  those  of  iN  apies  to  abandon  the  fort  of  Reggio. 
He  next  attacked  Syila,  captured  four  Sicilian 
gun-boats,  each  mounting  a  twenty-four  pounder, 
which  he  immediately  landed,and  placed  in  battery 
against  the  place.  Thus  the  vigilatice  of  the  Bri- 
tish lorces,  which  had  till  then  prevented  the  ene- 
my from  bringing  cannon  into  that  part  of  Calabria, 
was  rendeied  metiectual,  and  Sylla  was  more 
doaeiy  invested. 

Captain  Handheld,  of  the  Delight  sloop  of  war, 
a  most  pnmiiaaDg  young  officer,  who  had  so  often 
distinguished  himself  as  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Egy  ptienne,  was  killed  near  Reggio ;  and  his  ship, 
which  had  grounded  on  the  Calabrian  coast,  set  on 
fire  and  burnt  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  With  Captain  Handfield  fell  mtey 
of  his  brave  crew,  and  Captain  Seccombe,  of  the 
GHitton,  who  was  on  board  the  Delight,  ifsB 
wounded  and  taken  pirisoner,  but  sent  ov^  the 
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next  day  to  Messina,  where  he  died.    In  cotise^ 
quence  of  these  reverses.  Major-general  Sherbroke 
was  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  the  gar- 
rison from  Sylla:  this  was  effected  by  Captaiu 
R.  W.Otway  of  the  Montagu,  and  Captain  Trollope 
of  the  Eiectra.    The  force  which  defended  the 
fortress  consisted  of  not  more  than  two  hundred 
British,  and  from  four  to  five  hundred  Italians,  of 
what  were  called  the  Masse.  The  army  of  General 
Regnier  amounted  to  about  six  thousand  men,  with 
a  heavy  battering  train :  the  whole  of  our  troops 
and  allies  were  taken  off  without  leaving  a  man  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

.  The  Spartan  frigate  of  thirty-eight  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  (now  Sir  J.)  Brenton,  met 
with  a  severe  loss  on  the  14th  May,  off  Nice ;  she 
had  been  all  day  chasing  a  polacre  ship,  and  at 
sunset  both  were  becalmed,  at  the  distance  of 
about  five  miles  from  each  other:  the  vessel  ap^ 
peared  to  be  an  unarmed  merchant  ship.  The 
boats  of  the  Spartan  with  the  two  senior  lieute- 
nants. Weir  and  Williams,  and  seventy  of  the  best 
men,  pulled  alongside  in  two  divisions,  and  at- 
tempted to  board  her  on  the  bow  and  quarter  with 
the  usual  determination  and  valour  of  British  sea* 
men ;  but  the  vessel  was  defended  by  a  numerous 
and  equally  gallant  crew,  with  boarding  nettings 
and  every- other  means  of  resistance.   The  first 
discharge  from  their  great  guns  and  musketry 
laid  sixty-three  of  our  brave  fellows  low,  the  first 
and  second  lieutenants  and  twenty-six  men  being 
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killed  or  mortally  wounded ;  seven  men  only  re- 
mained unhurt.  The  few  remaining  hands  con- 
ducted the  boats  back  to  the  ship.  The  narrow 
escape  of  one  of  the  men  was  very  remarkable* 
James  Bodie,  the  coxswain  of  the  barge,  was  miss-' 
ing.  The  deceased  men  were  all  laid  out  on  the 
main-deck :  the  wife  of  Bodies  a  beautiful  young 
woman,  flew  with  a  lantern  from  one  to  the  other 
in  search  of  her  husband,  but  in  vain:  all  the 
SttFrivors  declared  that  he  had  undoubtedly  pe 

rished  ;  they  saw  him  wounded,  and  fall  between 

the  ship  and  the  boat.  The  poor  woman  became 
delirious,  got  into  the  barge  on  the  booms,  and 
taking  the  place  lately  occupied  by  Bodie,  could 
with  difficulty  be  moved  from  it.  A  few  days, 
with  the  soothing  kindness  of  the  officers  and  crew, 
produced  a  calm,  but  settled  grief.  At  Malta,  a 
subscription  of  eighty  guineas  was  made  for  her, 
and  she  was  sent  to  her  parents  in  Ireland.  Some 
weeks  elapsed  when  the  Spartan  spoke  a  neutral 
vessel  from  Nice,  and  learnt  that  a  polacre  had 
arrived  there,  after  a  severe  action  with  the  boats 
of  a  frigate ;  that  she  had  beaten  them  off,  and  that 
when  they  had  left  her,  a  wounded  Englishman 
was  discovered  holding  by  the  rudder  chains;  he 
was  instantly  taken  on  board,  and  after  being  cured 
of  his  wounds,  sent  off  to  Verdun.  Captain  Breii- 
ton,  concluding  this  could  be  no  other  than  hi3 
coxswain,  wrote  to  his  friends  at  that  dep6t,  and 
the  fact  turned  out  to  be  as  he  had  supposed^ 
Mrs.  Bodie  was  made  acquainted  with  the  mira- 
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culoi^s  escape  of  her  husband^  who  remained  a 
prisoner  four  years.  He  was  at  leo^h  restored 
to  his  family,  and  now  enjoys  a  birth  on  board  the 
Royal  Charlotte  yacht,  with  his  old  captain ;  kis 
wife  is  with  him,  and  both  are  highly  and  de- 
servedly respected. 

Before  she  had  recovered  from  this  misfortone, 
the  Spartan  had  a  narrow  escape  from  capture: 
proceeding  from  Palermo  towards  Toulon,  die 
fell  in  with  a  French  seventy-four  gun  ship,  two 
frigates,  and  a  brig.  Captain  Brenton  determined 
to  watch  their  motions  during  the  night,  and  the 
enemy  gave  chase  to  him :  at  daylight  they  had 
got  within  three  miles,  but  a  light  breeze  springing 
up,  the  Spartan  ran  along  the  east  side  of  Cabrera, 
pursued  by  the  ship  of  the  line ;  the  frigates  and 
the  corvette,  went  round  the  west  side  in  hopes 
of  cutting  her  off»  the  Spartan  lying  nearly  be* 
calmed,  wlnle  they  were  coming  up  at  the  rate  of 
seven  miles  an  hour:  die  headmost  frigate,  being 
within  range,  tried  single  shot,  which  striking  the 
objecti  she  gave  her  whole  broadside.  The  effect 
of  firing  in  light  winds  has  been  before  noticed  in 
this  work;  we  shall  now  see  the  consequences 
frdrly  illustrated.   Captain  Brenton  would  not 
allow  a  shot  to  be  returned.    In  a  lew  minutes 
the  French  frigate  was  involved  in  a  dense  doud 
of  her  own  smoke,  and  lay  becalmed,  while  the 
Spartan,  having  received  very  little  damage  from- 
their  shot,  kept  the  breeze,  and  left  her  unskilful 
pursuers  to  themselves.   We  notice  this  fact  as  a 
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warning  to  young  officers  when  similarly  situated, 
to  confine  their  whole  attention  to  trimming  their 
sails,  for  not  only  does  the  firing  destroy  a  breeza 
of  wind,  but  even  in  fresh  gales  the  motion  of  the 
gims,  and  the  mm^  are  unfavourable  to  the  velocity 
of  the  ship. 

After  the  peace  of  Tilsit»  the  Roisians  gave  up 
Corfu  to  the  French.  A  garrison  was  dispatched 
to  take  possession  of  it,  but  meeting  with  Captain 
Clavell,  in  the  Weasel  bng  of  war,  the  whole  force 
was  defeated  and  taken  by  that  officer. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1807,  Captam  George 
Mundy,  of  the  Uydra,  chased  three  armed  polacres 
into  the  harbour  of  Bega;  having  anchored  his 
ship  so  near  the  port  as  to  abate  its  fire  after  little 
more  than  an  hour's  action,  he  sent  his  boats, 
well  mauued^  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Drury,  with  Lieutenants  Hayes  and  PmgeUy,  of 
the  royal  marines,  to  attack  it  m  flank,  while  he 
devoted  the  fire  of  the  firigate  to  the  three  vessels* 
The  party  which  landed  met  at  first  with  great 
opposition^  but  very  soon  compelled  the  enemy 
to  fly,  gaining  possession  of-  the  heights,  whence 
they  commanded  a  view  of  the  polacres,  and 
looked  down  upon  their  decks.  Having  spiked 
the  guas  in  the  batteries,  and  cleared  the  town  of 
all  the  troops,  the  people  deserted  the  vessels,  and 

our  gailaut  fellows  brought  thcin  all  out,  with  the 
loss  of  only  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 
For  this  service  Lieutenant  Drury  was  soon  after 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander*  Hie  vessels 
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takea  were  a  polacre  »hip  of  sixteen  gimft  and 

one  hundred  and  thirty  men;  another  (brig)  of  ten 
guns  and  forty  men;  and  a  third,  ten  guns  and 
twenty  men. 

Towards,  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1806,  nego- 
tiations between  England  and  America  had  taken 
a  fevourable  turn,  when  they  were  in  some  measure 
interrupted  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  British 
minister.  The  non-importation  act  was  suspended 
by  the  President,  from  motives  of  conciliation,  and 
we  believe  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  desirous  of  preserving  peace. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1807,  Lord  Howick 
announced  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  that  a  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  had  been  signed 
the  preceding  day,  but  until  the  ratification  by 
both  governments,  the  articles  could  not  be  made 
public.  This  treaty,  it  appeared,  was  never  signed; 
for  although  the  British  government  had  spon- 
taneously made  every  reparation  in  its  power  for 
the  injuries  which  had  unavoidably  taken  place,  it 
could  not  concede  the  right  of  searching  for  British 
seamen  and  deserters.  As  no  art  of  seduction 
wa^  left  untried  to  induce  our  seamen  to  quit 
the  service  of  their  country,  another  disturbance 
arose,  far  more  serious  than  any  of  the  preced- 
ing. Lord  James  Townshend,  commander  of  the 
Hali£uC|  sloop  of  war,  was  lying  in  Hampton 
Jloads,  when  his  jolly-boat,  with  a  midshipman 
and  five  men,  was  run  away  with;  the  crew,  in 
defiance  of  their  officer,  took  the  boat  on  shorei 
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where  they  aU  deserted.    Lord  James  went  to 
claim  them,  aud  was  insulted  by  them  in  the 
streets,  but  could  obtam  no  assistance  from  the 
magistrates,  and  the  men  entered  on  board  the 
American  frigate  Chesapeake.    Lord  James  im- 
mediately  coramumcated  the  circamstance  to  Cap- 
tain (now  Rear-admiral)  John  Erskine  Douglas, 
of  the  Bellona,  the  senior  officer,  then  cruising  olBF 
die  Capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  through  him  to 
Vice-admiral  the  Hon.  G.  Berkeley,  who  sent  out 
suitable  instructions:  Captain  S.  P.  Humphries, 
of  the  Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  joined  Captain  Doug- 
las, and  on  the  22d  of  June,  1807,  was  ordered 
to  chase  a  strange  saU,  which  he  very  soon  came 
up  with,  and  found  to  be  the  Chesapeake,  an 
American  frigate  of  thirty-six  guns,  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  three  hundred  men.  Coming  within 
hail,  Captain  Humphries  conducted  himself  with 
the  most  exemplary  coolness  and  propriety,  send- 
ing an  officer  on  board  the  American  frigate,  with 
a  copy  of  the  Commander-in-chiefs  order  to 
search  for  the  deserters,  and  a  note  from  himself 
at  the  same  time  to  the  following  ^bct  i 

The  Captain  of  his  Bntij>h  xMajesty's  ship  the  Leopard,  has 
the  honour  to  enclose  to  the  Captain  of  the  United  States  fri- 
gate Chesapeake,  an  order  from  the  Hon.  Vice-admiral  Berke- 
ley, Commander-in-chief  on  the  North  American  station 
respecting  some  deserters  from  ships  therein  mentioned  aadcr 
his  command,  and  aupposed  now  to  be  senring  as  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Chesapeake* 

Tbo  Captain  of  the  Leopard  will  not  presama  to  say  any 
VOL,  IV.  M 
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thing  in  addition  to  what  the  CMiuBaader-ifi-chtef  has  stat^, 
more  than  to  express  a  hope  that  emy  circumstance  mpeetiag 

Iheni  may  be  aHjustecl  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  harmony  sub- 

^UiUug  betweeu  liie  two  countries  ma^  leiiiain  undisturbed. 

The  boat,  after  an  absrace  of  tfaree-qoartera  of 

aa  hour^  returned  with  the  foUuwmg  answer : 

I  know  of  no  such  men  as  you  rlt^-^nibe;  ihc  officers  lhal 
were  on  tlie  ir-cruilin^^  siTviee  for  i!un  ship,  were  purtiL-nlarly 
iustrucft'd  by  the  govcnmu  iit  tlirough  me  not  to  enter  iiny  de- 
serters from  his  British  Migest^'s  sbips^  oor  do  1  know  of  my 
being  here. 

i  am  also  instructed  never  to  permit  the  OKW  of  any  sln'p 
that  I  command  to  be  mustered  by  any  but  her  own  offioera.  It 
is  my  disposition  to  preserve  harmony,  and  1  hope  this  answer 
wHI  prove  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  JAMES  BARRON. 

Never  were  two  officers  placed  in  a  more  diffi- 
cult or  delicate  situatkm  than  Captain  Humphries 
aud Commodore  Barron.  \\  ith  au  avowed  and  open 
eneiay>  their  duty  would  have  been  obvious ;  but 
in  this  instance  the  question  of  peace  or  war  be- 
twew  .two,  nations,  depended  on  the  conduct  of 
two  individuals.  The  aggressor  (for  we  can  view 
the  American  captam  in  no  other  light)  was  pre- 
vented by  the  orders  of  his  government  from 
taking  the  only  step  which  could  have  preserved 
peace,  by  frankly  admitting  that  the  deserters 
from  the  Halifax,  or  other  British  vessels^  were  ou 
board  his  ship  (of  which  he  neither  was,  nor.  could 
have  been,  ignorant),  and  giMiig  them  up  to  the 
laws  of  their  country.   Captain  Humphries  had 

% 


Digitized  by  Google 


NU&TU  AMERICA.  |^ 

but  oae  line  of  conduct  to  pursue-^to  that  he 
adhered,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  have  sunk  along- 
side of  an  American  seventy-four,  rather  than  have 
conceded  the  important  point.  He  cautiously 
fired  a  shot  a-head  of  the  Ciiei>apeake,  and  did  not 
take  this  step  till  he  found  expostulation  useless. 
The  shot  was  returned ;  an  aotion  ensued,  which 
ended  in  ten  minutes  by  the  surrender  of  the 
American  firigate,  with  five  or  six  of  her  men  killed 
and  some  wounded.  Captain  Humphries  then 
proceeded  to  muster  her  crew,  and  having  selected 
the  deserters,  who,  notwithstanding  the  assertion 
of  Commodore  Barron^  were  found  on  board,  took 
them  out,  and  returned  to  his  ship,  and  soon  after 
received  the  following  letter  from  the  Commodore : 

Sir, 

I  consider  the  frigate  Chesapeake  as  ^four  price,  aod  am 
read}  t»  deltrer  ber  to  any  offieer  authorised  to  receWe  her ! 
bj  the  iet«m  of  the  boat  I  shall  expect  your  answer,  and  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  BARRON. 

To  which  Captain  Humphries  replied— 
Sir, 

Havhig  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  fulfilled  the  iostructions 
of  my  Comrnander-tn-chief,  I  have  nothing  more  to  desire,  and 
must  in  consequence  proceed  to  join  the  remainder  of  the 

squadron,  repeating  that  I  am  ready  to  give  you  any  assistance 
in  my  power,  and  do  Tiiost  sincerely  ileplore  that  any  lives 
should  have  been  iost  in  the  execution  of  a  service  which  might 
have  been  ad  justed  more  amicably  not  only  with  respect  to  our- 
selves but  to  the  nations  to  which  we  respectively  belong. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

S.  P.  UUMPHRI£3. 

M  2 
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The. deserters  found  on  board  the  Chesapeake 
were  taken  to  Halifax  and  tried  by  a  court-martiai. 
One  of  them,  being  the  only  one  belonging  to  the 
Halifax,  was  condemned  to  suffer  death,  and  exe* 
cuted,  the  others  were  sentenced  to  receive  five 
hundred  lashes,  but  their  punishment  was  remitted. 
They  had  belonged  to  the  Melampus.  In  the 
course  of  the  trial  some  evidence  was  elicited, 
which  proved  that  the  right  of  search  denied  by 
the  Americans  to  Captain  Humphries,  had  been 
forcibly  exerted  by  them  in  the  port  of  Gosport, 
in  Virginia,  where  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Chiches- 
ter was  lying  alongside  the  wharf:  she  was  boarded 
by  an  officer  and  a  party  of  soldiers  from  Fort 
Nelson,  who  would  insist  on  searching  the  ship, 
and  took  out  three  men>  two  of  whom  were  Bri- 
tish born  subjects.  At  the  same  time  some  of  the 
crew  and  many  superaumeraries  of  the  Chichester, 
deserted  to  the  Americans,  and  were  not  restored, 
though  'officially  demanded.'  The  answer  returned 
to  Captain  Douglas  was,  that  if  any  deserters 
from  the  English  service  had  entered  mto  the 
American  service  they  have  been  sent  with  a  de- 
tachment into  the  country."  A  gallant  young 
midshipman,  it  appeared  by  the  same  evidence, 
was  put  under  arrest  by  the  captain  of  the  Chi < 
Chester,  for  having  said  that  ''we  ought  not  to 
give  up  deserters  to  America  while  she  refused  the 
*  same  indulgence  to  us.  This  violent  proceeding 
in  the  first  instance,  produced  the  non-intercourse 
act,  passed  by  the  American  Congress ;  and  the 
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feeling  between  the  two  nations  was  worse  than  a 

state  of  actual  war,  to  which  it  ultimately  led. 
Captain  Humphries  retired  on  half-pay,  and  either 
from  his  own  choice,  or  the  disposition  of  his  su- 
periors, was  never  employed  afterwards. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1807,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  addressed  the  following  message 
to  the  Senate : 

**  He  had  convened  the  house  at  an  earlier  period 
than  usual,  in  consequence  of  events  threatening 
the  peace  of  the  country.  The  repeated  injuries 
committed  against  their  commerce  on  the  high  seas 
finr  many  years  past — ^the  innovations  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  public  law,  which  had  been  established  by 
reason  and  the  usage  of  nations,  as  the  rule  of  in- 
tercourse, had  led  to  the  extraordinary  mission  to 
London.  The  ministers  from  the  United  States, 
after  endeavouring  by  fruitless  efforts  to  settle  all 
points  in  difference,  concluded  to  sign  such  as 
could  be  obtained,  and  forwarded  them  for  consi- 
deration, candidly  owning  that  they  felt  they  were 
•acting  against  their  instructions,  and  that  the 
government  could  not  be  pledged  for  their  ratifi- 
cation.: some  of  the  articles  might  be  admitted^ 
but  others  were  highly  disadvanti^ous,  and  no 
sufficient  provision  was  made  against  the  principal 
source  of  irritation  and  collisions,  which  were 
constantly  endangering  tiie  peace  of  the  two  na- 
tions. Still  anxious  not  to  close  the  door  of  friendly 
adjustment,  new  modi&cations  were  made,  and 
ministers  instructed  to  resume  the  negotiation; 
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but  while  reposing  in  ttiis  amicable  discussion,  a 
British  admiral  on  the  22d  June  last,  gave  a  formal 
order  to  attaclL  tlie  United  btates  frigate  Chesa- 
peake. This  ship,  leaving  her  own  port  for  a  dis- 
tant service,  was  disabled  from  proceeding,  had 
severalof  her  crew  killed,  and  four  men  taken  away. 
He  had  in  consequence  forbidden  all  British 
armed  vessels  from  entering  thewatersof  the  United 
States,  and  all  intercourse  with  them.  He  had 
dispatched  an  armed  vessel  (why  armed  we  know 
not)  to  the  American  minister  in  London,  desiring 
him  to  call  on  the  British  government  for  an  ex- 
planation. The  aggression  thus  begun  had  been 
continued.  The  British  commanders,  in  defiance 
of  the  authority  of  the  country,  had  remained 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  at 
length  had  put  to  death  erne  of  the  persons  whom 
they  had  thus  forcibly  taken  from  the  Chesapeake. 
These  aggressions  must  lead  to  the  maintenance 
of  such  a  fiNTce  as  may  constrain  obedience  to  the 
laws.  But  to  former  violations  of  maritime  rights, 
anotJier  is  added,  of  more  extensive  effect,  ^  in- 

terdicting  from  neutrals  any  trade  with  ports  not 
in  amity  vrith  England,  and  as  they  are  now  at 
war  with  every  nation  bordering  either  on  the 
Atlantic  or  Mediterranean,  American  vessels  are 
required  either  to  sell  their  cargoes  at  the  first 
port,  or  to  return  without  the  benefit  of  a  market." 
Itius  the  dispute  with  America  had  noappearancebf 
terminating,  as  long  as  Great  Britain  was  a  belli- 
gerent and  America  the  carrier  of  enemy's  propiarty. 
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The  democratic  party,  at  that  time  by  far  the 
most  powerful  in  North  America,  greatly  exaa* 
perated  at  the  acquittal  of  Captain  ^V  hitby,  ad- 
mitted neither  ol  his  innocence  nor  the  justice  of 
our  laws ;  and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  aad 
the  just  execution  oi  tiie  culprit  found  on  board 
of  her,  together  with  the  exposure  of  the  falsehoods 
of  their  goveniment,  and  its  agents,  completed 
their  indignation  against  us,  and  paved  the  way; 
for  another  tragical  event  which  we  shall  relate 
hereafter. 

A  fidnt  gleam  of  peace  and  civilization,  with  a 
mutual  interchange  of  kind  offices  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  Blacks,  began  to  dawn  in  the  hither- 
to distracted  island  of  St.  Domingo,  or  Haytii  the 
name  which  its  new  government  had  re-assumed. 
General  Christophe,  the  president,  had  discovered 
a  plot  amongst  the  turbulent  and  restless  spirits 
in  the  south  side  of  the  island,  whose  views 
extended  to  the  horrid  purpose  of  revolutionizing 
Jamaica,  and  delivering  the  white  inhabitants  to 
the  swords  of  the  Blacks.  Having  made  the 
colonial  government  acquainted  with  the  plan, 
and  put  it  on  its  guard,  his  Majesty  s  ministers, 
when  informed  of  the  bmevolent  act,  were  ilot 

slow  in  shewing  their  gratitude.  An  order  in 
council  was  passed^  authorizing  all  British  vessels 
bound  to  Buenos  Ayres  (but  compelled  from  recent 
events  to  change  their  destination),  to  dispose  of 
their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of  Hayti,  not  subject  to, 
or  under  the  control  of,  France  or  Spain,  and  to 
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import  the  productions  of  the  island  into  Great 

Britain,  or  to  ship  them  ui  neutral  botloms,  and 
send  them  for  sale  to  enemies*  ports.  These 
indulgences  were  received  as  they  were  meant, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  were  in  some 
degree  relieved  from  the  fear  which  had  been 
excited  by  the  neighbouriiood  of  the  new  Negro 
republic. 

If  the  value  of  her  colonies  to  France  were  to 
be  estimated  by  the  sacrifices  she  made  to  pie* 

serve  or  recover  them,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say 
to  what  a  degree  she  had  suffered  by  her  losses  in 
the  West  Indies:  squadrons  with  troops,  arms, 
and  supplies  of  every  description,  and  at  every 
risk,  were  incessantly  poured  into  the  Canibean 
seas,  and  generally  fell  into  the  hands  of  our 
cruism. 

Among  the  naval  enterprises  of  the  late  war, 
the  capture  of  the  island  of  Cura^oa  may  justly 
be  esteemed  one  of  the  most  daring.  The  splen- 
dour  of  the  achievement  can  scarcely  be  appre- 
ciated by  any  but  those  who  have  seen  the  town 
and  harbour  of  Amsterdam,  and  considered  the  na- 
ture of  its  defences  against  almost  any  force  that 
could  have  been  brought  against  it  from  the  sea. 

The  island  is  situated  about  forty  miles  from 
the  coast  of  Venezuela :  it  belonged  at  the  time  of 
its  capture  to  the  Dutch,  and  carried  on  a  lucrative 
tsade  with  the  main,  chiefly  by  smuggling.  The 
Uttie  islands  of  Aruba  and  Bonair,  one  to  the 
eastward,  the  other  to  the  westward^  it,  are  its 


■  Digitized  by  Google 


1807J  CAPTURB  OF  CURACOA.  109 

dependencies.  Captain  Brisbane,  in  the  Arethusa, 
had  been  sent  by  Rear-admiral  Dacres>  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  Jamaica  station,  to  watch 
the  island  of  Curai^oa^  and  intercept  the  trade  of 
the  enemy:  while  employed  on  this  service  he 

learnt  that  the  Dutch  had  a  custom  of  drinking  out 
the  old  year  and  drinking  in  the  new  one;  he 
therefore  conceiTed  the  possibility  of  taking  it  by  a 
coup-de-main,  and  having  communicated  his  in- 
tentions to  the  other  captains,  it  was  decided  that 
by  or  before  dawn  of  day  on  the  morning  of  the 
1st  of  January,  1807,  the  squadron  should  be  so 
close  oflF  the  harbour's  mouth  as  to  be  ready  to 
run  in,  and  with  their  boats  manned,  land  a  party 
of  seamen  and  marines,  surprise  the  fort  of  Am- 
sterdam»  and  summon  the  Governor  to  surrender. 
In  the  execution  of  this  measure  there  were  diffi- 
culties to  overcome,  which  to  many  might  have 
appeared  insurmountable.   The  harbour's  mouth 
is  only  eighty  fathoms  wide,  beset  with  rocks,  and 
requiring  not  only  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  pilotage,  but  the  greatest  skill  and  nicety  in 
steering  the  ships,  a  spoke  too  much  of  the  wheel 
one  way  or  the  other  being  a  fatal  error:  the  wind, 
during  the  regular  season  blows  constantly  from 
the  S.  £.  and  previously  to  hauling  into  the  harbour 
it  is  necessary  to  have  the  yards  braced  sharp  up 
on  the  starboard  tack,  ready  to  come  to  the  wind 
at  a  moment's  warning.    Had  the  soldiers  in  the 
fort  on  the  weather  side  of  the  harbour's  mouth  set 
fire  to  a  tAiss  of  straw,  or  a  tar-barrel,  the  attempt 
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must  have  been  rendered  abortive,  as  the  pilots 
could  not  have  seen  their  way  in.  Having  calcu- 
lated all  these  chances^  the  undaunted  Brisbane, 
guided  by  liis  own  valour  autl  judgment,  pro- 
ceeded in  the  execution  of  his  plan«  The  ships 
were  the  Arethusa;  the  Latona,  Captain  J.  Athol 
Wood;  the  Anson,  Cap  tarn  C.  Lydiard;  and  the 
Fisgard,  Captain  W.  Bolton;  all  frigates  of  forty* 
four  guns,  well  manned  and  officered.  Holding 
himself  in  readiness  off  the  east  end  of  the  island^ 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  he  ran  down  during 
the  night  along  the  coast,  and  when  daylight 
appeared,  he  made  all  possible  sail  for  the  har- 
bour s  mouth,  passing  the  whole  Ime  of  sea  bat- 
teries. He  braced  his  yards  up,  formed  the  line 
of  battle  a-head,  and  in  the  closest  order  entered 
the .  harbour  of  Amsterdam,  and  anchored  in  a 
style  of  grandeur  and  precision  to  which  no  words 
can  do  justice.  It  was  six  o'clock  when  the  jib- 
boom  of  the  Arethusa  passed  over  the  walls  of  the 
fort  in  which  the  government  house  is  situated, 
and  where  the  Oovemor  lay  in  bed,  unconscious 
of  the  dangers  which  awaited  him. 

The  harbour  is  defended  by  regular  fortifications 
on  the  right,  left,  and  in  front.  Ihe  ibrt  of 
Amsterdam,  on  the  starboard  hand,  mounted  sixty 
pieces  of  cannon,  disposed  in  two  tiers;  on  the 
larboard  hand  was  another  fort  of  great  power, 
and  a-head  of  our  ships,  situated  on  a  steep  hill, 
stood  Fort  Repubiique,  which  might  have  sunk 
«very  frigate  in  half  an  hour. 
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Across  the  harbour's  mouth  lay  the  Hatslaer,  a 
firigate  of  thirty-six  guns,  the  Surinam,  of  twenty- 
two  guns,  and  two  large  armed  schooners;  acham 
of  forts  defended  the  heights  of  Misselburg ;  and 
our  ships  lay  completely  exposed  to  the  whole. 
Five  shotsonly  were  fired  from  the  fort  on  the  hill, 
every  one  of  which  took  cflccL :  the  actions  of  our 
men  were  however  too  rapid  to  be  controlled  by 
such  obstacles.  The  frigate,  corvette,  and  schoo- 
ners were  all  carried  by  boarding;  but  unlike 
Napoleon,  who  fought  only  for  himself,  and  disre- 
garded  the  effusion  of  human  blood  as  long  as  it 
contributed  to  his  own  personal  interest,  the  gal* 
lant  Brisbane,  while  the  shot  of  the  enemy  fell  in 
showers  about  him,  stood  at  the  capstan  head  of 
the  Arethusa,  and  wrote  the  following  note  to  the 
Groveraor  oi  Cura^oa : 

Sib, 

Tbe  Britbh  tqnadroa  is  here  to  protect,  aod  not  to  conqaer 
you — to  preserve  to  you,  your  liberty,  and  projieity.  If  « 
shot  is  fired  at  any  one  of  my  squadron  after  this  summons,  I 
iball  immediately  storm  your  batteries.  You  have  five  minutes 
to  ioeede  to  tlus  deteminitioD. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

C  BRISBANE. 

This  note,  not  unlike  that  of  Nelson's  at  Copen* 

hagen,  seems  to  have  produced  no  immediate  re- 
laxation of  lire  from  the  enemy. 

Captain  Brisbane  not  having  been  answered  as 
he  desired,  instantly  landed,  with  his  marines 
mounted  the  walls  of  Fort  Amsterdam,  and  pr^ 
seatiog  himself  in  person  before  the  Governor, 
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demanded  an  aeceptance  of  the  terms  which  had 
been  sent   His  Excellency,  ill  prepared  for  such 

a  visit,  had  no  alternative.    His  principal  fort  on 
the  hill  was  his  only  defence ;  that  alone  still  held 
out^  although  its  fire  was  unaccountably  slow; 
but  in  the  meanwhile  he  feared  the  con£a- 
-   gration  of  the  town,  and  a  rising  of  the  Negro 
population  in  favour  of  the  English,  or  with  a  view 
to  plunder.   Time  was  not  allowed  him  to  deli* 
berate,  and  by  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  all 
was  in  our  possession  except  Fort  Republique, 
which  might  still  have  sunk  the  ships  without 
receiving  any  comparative  injury.  At  ten  o  clock 
the  British  flag  was  displayed  on  its  wnlls.  The 
Commandant  had  been  taken  by  our  boats,  as  he  ' 
crossed  the  harbour  to  repair  to  his  post,  and,  we 
believe,  paid  with  his  life  the  price  of  his  negligence 
or  timidity.   Thus,  in  the  short  space  of  four 
hours,  an  island,  sixty  miles  in  extent,  defended 
by  the  strongest  fortifications,  numerous  popu- 
lation, and  a  squadron  of  ships  and  vessels  of  war, 
was  taken  by  four  British  frigates,  whose  crews 
united  made  scarcely  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  men  f  Of  this  number  three  only  were 
killed  and  fourteen  wounded. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  granted  to  the 
Governor,  were  as  follow : 

^  1.  Fort  Rqnibliqtte  to  snrreiid«r  immediately  to  the  Bri- 
tUh  tioops;  gmiaon  to  msivb  oot  with  liie  iiooours  of  war,  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  become  prisoners.  ' 
%  The  Dutch  garrison  of  Curacoa  bhaii  become  prisoners  of 
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W«r,  wad  be  sent  to  Holland  at  the  expense  of  his  Britannic 

Majesty;  not  to  serve  in  this,  war,  until  regularly  cxt  hanged;  and, 
for  the  due  perforniauccof  this  article,  the  officers  pledge  their 

words  of  Uono»ir. 

3.  Tlie  officers  and  lueu  of  the  Dutch  ships  of  war  aic 
included  in  tho  above  article. 

4.  All  the  civil  ofticers  may  remain  at  their  respective  ap 
pointments  if  they  think  proper ;  and  those  who  choose  shall 
be  sent  by  his  Britannic  Mi**sty  to  Holland. 

6.  The  inhabitants  to  l>e  respected  io  their  penons  and 
]MPoperty»  provided  they  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
Britannic  Bfijesty. 

6.  All  aMrchaot  vessels,  with  their  cargoes  in  the  harbour, 
of  whatsoever  nation  they  belong  to,  shall  be  in  possession  of 
tlwir  owners. 

7.  A  definitive  capindatkm  ahall  be  signed  on  this  basis  in 
Fort  Anitefdan. 


On  the  2d  of  January,  this  treaty  was  mutually 
signed  by  Captain  Brisbaiie  and  the  Governor,  bis 
Exceflency  Lieutenant-general  Chanf^uion,  who, 
having  refused  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  was 
permitted  to  leave  the  island,  and  Captain  Bris- 
bane appointed  himself  the  governor  until  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known.  Captain 
Brisbane  for  this  gallant  exploit  was  kuigiited, 
and  confirmed  in  his  appointment^  firom  which  he 
was  soon  after  removed  to  the  more  permanent 
government  of  the  island  St  Vincent,  which  he 
has  held  ever  since. 

On  the  Jamaica  station.  Captain  J.  R.  Dacres, 
in  the  Bacchante,  and  Captain  W«  F.  Wise,  in  the 
Mediator,  performed  a  very  important  service  to 
the  trade  in  the  leeward  part  of  the  West  Indies, 
having  taken  several  privateers,  and  among  others 
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one  called  Le  Dauphin,  a  temarkably  fast  sailing 
vessel:  they  found  she  w^as  known  at  the  port 
of  Samana,  in  St.  Domingo,  and  that  that  port 
was  the  constant  resort  of  vessels  of  her  descrip- 
tion.  Captain  Dacres,  being  the  senior  officer, 
saw,  with  Captain  Wise,  the  possibility  of  sur- 
prising the  place,  and  cfe||ring  the  harbour  of 
all  enemies'  vessels :  sending  the  Dauphin  in  be- 
fore them  under  her  Frencii  colours,  they  fol- 
lowed with  the  ships,  and  running  through  the 
intricate  cliannels,  anchored  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  batteries  before  their  real  character  was 
discovered.   A  heavy  cannonading  immediately 
commenced  from  the  shore,  and  was  returned  by 
both  the  ships  for  four  hours,  when  Captain  Wise, 
with  the  Lieutenants  Baker,  IVorton,  and  bhaw, 
and  aparty  of  seamen  and  marines  from  both  iships, 
landed  and  carried  the  fort  by  storm.  They  found 
in  the  harbour  an  English  schooner,  which  had 
been  taken,  and  two  privateers  fitting  for  sea. 
The  Bacchante  had  five  seamen  wounded;  the 
Mediator,  three  seamen  killed  and  thirteen  sea- 
men and  marines  wounded.  In  this  country,  as  in 
the  Mediterranean,  the  enemy  was  nowhere  safe 
from  our  intrepid  seamen,  unless  within  the  walls 
of  regularly  fortified  places. 

Disaj)|)roviiig  as  we  ever  shall  of  sending  boats 
to  attack  ships  of  war,  we  feel  a  want  of  words 
and  deficiency  of  uxpressiun,  hi  relating  the 
achievements  of  our  younger  officers  in  the  ardu- 
ous services  of  boat  expeditions,  when  under  the 
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moet  feai  iui  uud  extraordinary  circumstauces  they 
attack  the  enemy's  vessels  on  the  open  seas,  or  in 
their  liarboiirs,  ^uurucd  by  batteries.    Our  voca- 
bulary scarcely  aitbrds  epithets  snfficiently  strong 
to  conTey  all  the  approbation,  which  conduct  like 
tkat  of  Captain  Coombe  and  bis  associates  so 
richly  deserves.   On  the  22d  of  January,  Captain 
Greorge  Sayer,  of  the  Galatea,  cruising  oflF  La 
Guir^i,  saw  a  sail  steering  for  that  port ;  the  wind 
was  li^ht,  and  tlic  btrangcr  so  ilir  distant,  that  her 
top-gaUant  sails  only  were  visible  above  the  hori* 
Eon.   Lieutenant  W.  Coombe,  with  five  officers, 
fifty  seameu,  and  twenty  marines,  pursued  her 
in  the  boats,  and  after  running  nearly  twelve 
leagues  in  eight  hours  (part  of  the  time  imder  a 
boming  sun),  came  up  with  the  enemy,  then  going 
about  two  knots.    Mr.  Coombe  first  hailed,  then 
boarded,  but  was  repelled  by  the  fire  of  the  ship's 
i^uns,  and  a  numerous  crew  assembled  on  her 
quarters;  a  second  attempt  feukd  in  the  same 
manner.   Dropping  astern,  he  poured  into  her 
chase-ports  a  heavy  fire  oi  musketry,  which  cleared 
the  decks  of  many  of  her  people,  and  in  a  thhrd 
attempt  succeeded  in  getting  on  board,  the 
Frenchmen  flying  to  the  tops,  to  the  jibboom-end« 
and  to  the  hold  for  safety.  The  Captain  and  most 
of  his  ofilcers  lying  wounded  on  the  decks,  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  French  flag  was  struck, 
and  the  victory  complete.    The  vessel  was  called 
La  Lynx,  an  imperial  French  ship  corvette,  of 
sixteen,  but  pierced  for  eighteen,  guns,  iburteen 
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twenty-lour  pound  caxronades,  and  two  \ong  nine 
pounders,  manned  with  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  men,  and  bound  with  dispatches  from  Guada- 
loupe  to  Carraccas*  Her  commander.  Monsieur 
Yarquest,  four  officers,  and  fourteen  men,  were 
wounded,  and  fourteen  officers  and  men  were 
kiUed. 

In  the  British  boats  Mr.  Coombe  was  wounded; 
he  had  before  lost  his  leg  in  another  action.  The 
second  lieutenant,  Mr.  H.  Walker,  five  seamen, 
and  three  marines,  were  killed,  and  twenty-two 
officers  and  men  wounded.   Lieutenant  Gibson 
was  the  only  officer  unhurt.   This  vessel,  being 
found  very  fit  for  his  Majesty's  service,  was  pur- 
chased, and  called  the  lleureux:  the  command  of 
her  was  most  justly  bestowed  on  Mr.  Coombe,  who 
first  hoisted  the  British  flag  at  her  mast-head. 
This  action,  considered  m  every  point  of  view,  may 
have  been  equalled,  but  never  has,  or  probably 
never  will  be,  surpassed.  Independently  of  the  im- 
mense difference  of  position  between  the  assailants 
and  the  enemy,  the  height  and  strength  of  the 
sides,  the  heavy  guns,  and  other  numerous  re- 
sources, the  French  were  more  than  two  to  one 
against  the  £nglish,  and  atibrd,  in  this  single  in- 
stance, a  remarkable  proof  of  the  superiority  of 
the  latter,  in  the  powers  of  body  and  mind  over 
the  most  valiant  of  their  opponents.   We  are 
aware  of  the  capture  of  the  Gaoio  and  Cerbere; 
but  these  vessels,  though  nobly  taken,  were  taken 
by  surprise:   the  Lynx  had  her  men  at  their 
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quarters  perfectly  prepared,  fresh  and  vigorous, 
with  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  while  the  poor 
£Dglishmen  were  worn  out  with  labour,  thirst, 
and  anxiety. 

Another  action,  fought  by  a  packet,  claims  a 
very  high  encomium,  as  in  this  instance  they  had- 
not  the  advantage  of  naval  disciplme  to  give  effect 
to  courage. 

Captain  Rogers,  in  the  Windsor  Castle  packet, 
going  out  with  the  mails  tor  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Leeward  Islands,  fell  in  with  a  French  privateer, 
of  such  force  as  to  induce  him  to  avoid  her  if  possi- 
ble ;  but  finding  the  enemy  gained  on  him,  Captain 
Rogers  prepared  for  resistance.    The  Frenchman 
coming  within  hail  desired  him  to  strike;  meeting 
with  a  refusal,  he  ran  alongside  the  packet,  grap- 
pled, and  attempted  to  board  her :  being  repulsed, 
he  cut  his  own  grapple  ropes  and  attempted  to  get 
away,  but  in  this  he  also  failed,  his  main-yard 
being  linked  in  the  rigging  of  the^ Windsor  Castle, 
The  crew  of  the  British  vessel  were  in  the  mean 
time  preparing  to  receive  the  enemy,  who  made  a 
second  attempt  to  board ;  standing  collected  for 
that  purpose,  a  carronade  loaded  with  grape, 
canister,  and  musket  balls,  was  discharged  among 
them,  and  laid  the  greater  part  dead  or  wounded 
on  her  decks:  following  his  advantage,  the  tin- 
daunted  Captain  Rogers  rushed,  with  only  five  of 
his  crew,  on  board  the  enemy,  and  driving  alt  the 
remaiuing  men  from  her  decks,  laid  on  her  hatches, 
and  secured  his  prize.   She  was  called  Le  Jeune 
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Richard^  mounted  six  six-pounders^  oue  long 
eighteaii^poilBder,  and  had  niaety-tvp  men:  of 
these,  twenty-oae  were  found  dead  on  her  deck, 
and  thirty-three  wounded.  The  crew  of  the 
packet  consisted  of  no  more  than  twenty-eight 
men  and  bays,  of  whom  three  were  killed  and 
ten  wounded.  A  more  gallant' action  than  this 
was  never  fought  by  a  ship  of  war.  The  Patriotic 
Fund  preMited  Captain  Rogers  with  a  veey  hand- 
some reward.  The  officers  and  crew  were,  also 
remunelatefl  for  their  wounda,  and  leoeived  autt^ 

able  marks  of  appro!)  at  ion  for  their  valour. 

The  war  with  Denmark  having, been  begun  in 
Europe^  its  efifects  were  speedily  Mt  in  the  West 
Indies^  where,  in  the  month  of  December,  1807, 
the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St  Jo]m.'s»  sur- 
rendered to  the  arms  of  his  Majesty^  under  the 
oommand  of  Rear«dmtcal  the  Hononiabln  Sir 
A.  Cochrane,  and  General  Bowyer,  who,  having 
1^  ganisons  in  them  under  the  caommand  of 
Brigadier-general  Mac  Lean,  proceeded  to  Santa 
Crtu^  which  capAtnlated  to  them  in  the  same 
manner. 

The  mode  adopted  by  the  governor  of  Bl. 
Thomasi  to  justify  himself  to  his  govermnenl:  and 
save  his  honour  m  surrendering  lus  settlement^ 
was  singular:  he  sent  off  thvea  officem  on  whooe 
report  he  could  depend,  to  inspect  the  British 
troops,  and  aacerlain  tbdr  nunber.  This  indttif- 
gence  was  granted  by  the  British  commanders, 
and  the  officers  returned  with  such  a  report  as 
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fakdooed  Ike  governor  to  consent  to  a  oafrftnlation. 

The  proper  way,  we  apprehend,  to  defend  either  a 
fbip  or  a  garrieony  is  to  try  first  what  can  be  done 
by  force  of  arms ;  when  that  fails,  negotiation  or 
surrender  must  follow. 

TbB  terms  on  which  these  islands  were  svrren* 
dered  to  his  Majesty's  arms,  were  the  same  as  if 
they  had  been  taken  by  siege  and  bombardment : 
all  the  public  property  became  prize  to  the  captors ; 
all  private  property  and  persons  were  respeoted; 
the  inhabitants  wtsre  required  to  make  oatli  as  to 
the  exact  extent  of  their  own  property,  and  to 
point  out  what  mi^^t  belong  to  the  enemies  of 

Great  Britain ;  the  garrisons  to  be  considered 
prisoners  of  war,  and  conducted  to  Europe  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  religion  to  remain  un* 
changed ;  the  laws  were  to  be  at  the  option  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty.  The  property  found  in  those 
islands  was  inconsiderable — a  number  of  small 
resMl..  chiefly  io  ballast  The  ordaance  store, 
were  very  limited  in  quantity. 

Hear-admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  haying  by  an 
Older  from  home  assvmed  the  chief  command  in 
the  Indian  seas,  Rear- admiral  Sir  Thomas  Trow- 
bridge,  who  had  divided  the  station  with  him, 
waa  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  GooSl 
Hope  as  Commander*in-chief.  His  flag  was  on 
boanl  Ae  Bkoheim,  of  sereoty-^foor  guns^  for- 
merly a  second-rate,  but  cut  down,  and  a  wom- 
Ottt  ship.  Eariy  in  1806»  she  had  got  on  shore  in  - 
the  Stfaits  of  Malacca,  where  she  received  so  moch 
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damage  as  to  render  her  unfit  to  cross  the  bay  of 
Bengal ;  but  hav  ing  repaired  her  at  Pulo  Penang, 
and  rigged  jury-masts.  Sir  Thomas,  whose  pride 
was  to  overcome  difficulties,  proceeded  in  her  to 
Madras,  where  he  arrived  in  safety.  Here  the 
defects  of  the  ship  became  daily  more  apparent : 
her  back  was  broken  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner^  and  her  beams  and  riders  shewed  that  she 
was  falling  to  pieces,  while  the  labour  of  the  crew 
at  the  pumps  barely  sufficed  to  keep  the  water 
from  gaining  on  her  ias  she  lay  at  anchor.  Captain 
Bissel,  whose  history  we  have  related  in  a  former 
volume,  commanded  the  ship,  and,  as  was  his 
duty,  represented  her  state  to  the  Rear-admiral: 
Sir  Thomas,  however,  persisted  in  his  purpose  of 
sailing  in  her  to  the  Cape,  and  such  was  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  his  talents,  that  many  pas- 
sensrers  from  Madras  embarked  with  him.  He 
sailed  on  the  12th  of  January;  the  Java,  of  thirty- 
six»  guns,  an  old  Dutch  prize-frigate,  commanded 
by  Captain  George  Pigot,  and  the  Harrier,  brig  of 
eighteen  guns.  Captain  Finlay,  being  in  company. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  when  m  lat.  22  44'  S. 
and  long.  66''  1 T  £.,  not  far  from  the  S.£.  end  of 
Madagascar,  they  were  caught  in  a  tremendous 
gale  of  wind,  and  forced  to  lay  to.  In  the  even- 
ing, the  Java,  which  was  to  windward,  bore  up, 
to  close  with  the  Blenheim,  both  ships  havmg  the 
signal  of  distress  flpng:  the  Blenheim  was  ob- 
-  served  by  the  oflflcers  of  the  Harrier  to  have  settled 
much  lower  in  the  water,  and  it  was  the  general 
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opinion  that  Captain  Pigot,  even  in  his  own  dis- 
tress, had,  while  generously  atteaiptiug  to  save 
some,  at  least,  of  the  unfortunate  people  on  board 
the  Blenheim,  ran  foul  of  her,  and  accelerated 
Uieir  destruction.  As  night  came  on,  the  gale 
increased,  and  the  Harrier  bore  away  foi*  the 
Cape^  where  she  arrived  on  the  2dth  of  the  same 
month.  Such  are  the  last  find  only  accounts  we 
have  ever  had  ot  the  Blenheim  and  Java.  As  soon 
as  Captain  Finlay's  letter  reached  Sir  £d.  Pellew, 
in  India,  he  conceived  a  faint  hope  that  the  two 
ships  might  have  put  into  some  port  to  repair ;  he 
therefore  ordered  Captain  Trowbridge,  only  son  of 
the  Kear-adnural,  and  then  commanding  the  Grey- 
hound, of  thirty-two  guns,  to  go  in  search  of  his 
father.  He  was  first  directed  to  proceed  to  the 
island  of  Roderigue,  then  to  the  Isle  of  Fiance, 
aud  to  send  in  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Governor  for 
that  information  which,  even  in  war  time,  would 
not  be  refused  by  a  generous  enemy ;  after  which, 
he  was  to  go  to  St.  Mary's,  on  the  S.£.  point  of 
Madagascar,  and,  failing  there,  was  to  return  to 
Madras. 

The  gallant  and  unhappy  young  officer  com- 
menced Uis  melancholy  search,  puisumg  the 
course  marked  out  by  his  Admiral.  On  his  arrival 
at  the  Isle  of  France,  General  De  Caen  sent  him 
every  mibrmation  which  it  had  been  in  his  power 
to  collect  from  the  di£ferent  signal  stations,  toge- 
ther with  a  description  of  certain  pieces  of  wreck 
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which  had  beeu  cast  oa  bhure,  but  there  was 
nothing  which  could  g^ve  the  smalleat  clue  to  th& 
fate  of  the  Blenheim  and  Java,  beyond  the  letter 
of  Captain  Fiaiay. 

Thuft  pmshed  Sir  Thomas  Trowbridge^  one  of 
our  most  gallant  and  effective  admirals,  the  friend 
of  St.  Vincent,  the  oompanion  of  Nelson.  Hie 
maxim  "  never  to  make  a  difficulty,"  copied  from 
bia  great  patron  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  he  perhaps 
earried  to  an  extreme;  it  was  the  compass  by 
which  he  had  ever  steered — by  which  he  had  risen 
front  the  lowest  to  the  highest  ranks  in  the  service. 
He  \N  as  supposed  to  command  more  resources  in 
his  ship  than  any  olhcer  of  his  time.  The  Cul- 
loden  was  alwuys  prepared  for  service,  a  proof  of 
which  was  afforded  previously  to  the  battle  of  the 
14th  of  FebfMry,  wheui  being  disabled  in  such  ft 
manner  as  would  have  induced  many  otficeis  to 
have  gone  into  port,  he  rehtted  her  at  sea,  and  iiad 
a  very  distinguisbed  share  in  that  glorions  victory. 
He  died  a  baronet,  and  had  been  a  lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  Among  others  who  perished  with  him 
in  the  Blenheim  were,  Captain  Charles  Elphin- 
stone,  son  of  the  respected  chainnan  of  the  East 
India  Company :  he  was  a  young  officer  of  great 
talent.  The  Lord  Rosehill,  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Northedc,  was  a  midshipman  on  board,  and  there 
were  about  seven  hundred  people:  in  the  Java 
there  were  about  three  hundred.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  Harrier,  which  escaped  from  that  gale, 
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ibimdered  iu  the  followiog  year»  nearly  about  the 
«ame  spot  She  was  then  commandecl  by  Captain 

Ridge. 

Captain  Peter  Rainier,  in  the  Caroline,  of  thirty- 

six  guns,  in  the  moath  of  January  captured,  near 
the  Straite  of  St.  Bemardine,  the  Spanish  register 
ship  San  Rafael,  of  sixteen  guns  and  niuety-seven 
men,  of  whom  twenty-seven  were  kiUed  or 
wounded  in  attempting  to  defend  themselves  and 
escape  from  their  enemy.  She  had  on  board  a 
very  valuable  cargo,  besides  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  (quintals  of  copper,  and  half  a  million  of 
dollars  in  specie.  She  was  from  lima,  bound  to 
Manilla. 

One  of  the  xsko^t  singular  and  bloody  conflicts 
took  place  on  the  decks  of  the  Victor  sloop  of  war, 
in  the  Straits  of  Malacca,  which  we  have  ever  met 
with,  in  the  records  of  English  naval  history.  We 
cannot  refrain  from  presenting  it  to  the  reader,  in 
the  words  of  the  gidknt  officer  who  oommanded 
the  sloop  on  the  occasion : 

Extract  of  a  kiier  from  C^aim  George  Bell,  commmding 
hU  M^utj^$  tlocp  Vuinr,  U  Rear-^mbmriU  Sir  Edward  Pei- 
leWf  Bart*  CammmuUr-M-ehirf  ^  ki$  Mi^estj^t  9qmAron  tn  file 
EMi  ikdSer,  d^  Pmi  CarmwalUi,  Prince  ^  WOa  lihrnd^ 
22tf  Ma^f,  1807. 

Your  £KceUeiicy  has  undoubtedly,  ere  now,  received  one  of 
my  letters,  respectiiig  the  etptm  of  four  brigi  out  of  Batsm 
roudi. 

Off  CheiiiMB  (a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Batavia)  on  the  16th 
of  Afiti),  we  phased  and  brougbt-to  three  fwows  under  Dutch  * 
eolours;  at  five  F.  «f .  on  its  failing  calm,  anchored ;  out  boats 
and  sent  them  armed  to  bring  the  prows  alongside ;  two  were 
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broaght  to-lbe  larboard  tide,  tbe  other  hmig  on  the  ^uarur ; 
g< )  t  the  prisoaers  out  of  the  two  alongside  (amoanling  to  near  one 

hundred  and  twenty),  and  placed  a  stron^  guard  over  them, 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Wemyss,  as  I  intended  send- 
ing the  111  away  afu  r  overhauling  their  cargoes. 

Lieutenant  Farsons  had  been  on  board  the  prow  on  the  quar- 
ter, but  n  tunx  d  with  his  people,  oa  finding  it  inipiacticablc 
to  gel  the  crew  tVum  Ix-low.  I  instantly  ordered  her  to  be 
hauled  close  up  under  the  quarter,  tired  a  carrouade  into  her 
and  musketry,  which  they  returned  by  throwing  spears,  and 
firing  pistols.  Sec, ;  got  a  gun  out  of  the  stern  ports  and  fired 
into  her,  tbe  sparks  of  which  most  unfortunately  reached 
powder  (which  must  have  been  carelessly  handed  out  of  some  of 
the  prows)  abaft,  and  blew  tbe  after-part  of  the  ship  up ;  at  this 
alarming  moment,  tbe  guard  over  the  prisoners  dropped  their 
arms  and  ran  toeitinguish  the  fire. 

The  prisoners  instantly  seized  their  arms,  and  picked  up 
several  spears  and  knives  which  had  been  thrown  on  board,  and 
attacked  tbe  ship;  by  this  time  (eight  p.  m.)  the  (ire  most  prov»- 
deutiaily,  by  great  exertion  of  officers  and  men,  was  ^;ot  under, 
prows  cut  adrift,  and  the  attention  of  ail  hands  duected  to  the 
defence  of  the  ship,  which  was  admirably  pertorined ;  for,  in 
little  more  than  half  an  hour,  eighty  of  them  lay  dead  in  h  most 
mangled  &tate,  the  rest  driven  overboard ;  but  sorry  aw  1  to 
add  not  without  severe  loss  on  our  side,  including  those  blown 
overboard,  and  those  who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds,  a  list 
of  which  I  herewith  enclose  fi»r  your  Eaceliency's  satisfikctioo. 
Amongst  the  killed  is  Lieutenant  Blaxton,  who  had  a  spear  ran 
through  him,  while  accompanying  me  on  the  main-deck. — He 
died  most  gallantly. 

*A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  15tb  of  April,  1807. 

Killed — ^Mr.  H.  Blaxton,  lieutenant,  and  five  seamen. 

Wounded — Captain  C.  Bell;  Thomas  Coultberd,  gunner; 
one  sergeant  of  marines,  one  private  ditto,  twenty  two  seamen. 

Ser^^cdiil  of  liiaiiues  aud  eight  seamen  since  dead  of  their 
wounds.  ! 

(A  true  extract.) 
£DW.  UAWKE  LOCKLK,  btc.  to  bis  £xceL 

The  Malays  have  been  long  distinguished  in 
India  iox  their  treachery.   The  caution  of  former 
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days  appears  to  have  subsided,  but  in  ITQl,  we 
should  never  have  admitted  so  many  df  those 
people  on  board  of  one  ship,  without  placing  them 
under  ' the  most  secure  confiitoment.  The  siaugh. 
ter  of  eighty  human  beings,  only  suspected  of 
having  enemies'  property  in  the  vessels,  must- 
have  occasioned  the  most  poignant  reflections  to 
Captain  Bell,  particularly  when  to  their  death  was 
added  that  of  fourteen  of  his  own  meh^  and  the 
severe  wounds  of  others.  Nothing  short  of  the  most 
determined  valour  and  coolness  could  have  saved 
the  ship  and  the  people  in  such  complicated  peril. 

Sir  Edward  PeUew  'sailed  from  Malacca  in  the 
month  of  May,  having  with  him  the  CuUoden, 
seventy-four;  Powerful,  seventy- four;  Caroline, 
thirty-six;  Fox,  thirty^two,  with  the  Victoria, 
Samarang»  Seaflower.and  Jaseur  sloops,  and  Wor- 
cester transport;  with  this  force,  including  a  body 
of  troops,  he  arrived  off  the  harbour  of  Griesse, 
where  «f  Dutch  naval  force  was  assembled,  and 
sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Governor  to  demaud 
their  surrender,  which  being  granted,  the  Resolutie, 
of  seventy  guns  ;  Pluto,  seventy ;  and  Rutkoff,  of 
forty,  with  a  sheer  hulk,  were  set  on  hre  and 
burnt :  they  were  old  ships,  though  perhaps  they 
might,  exdept  the  hulk,  have  made  a  voyage  to 

Europe.  '  • 

On  the  coast  of  Ceylon  an  action  wai>  fought 
between  the  St  Fiorenzo,  of  forty-four  guns,  and 
the  Piedmontaisc,  a  i  rcnch  frigate,  of  very  supe- 
riKMT  qualities,  both  in  construction  and  equipment 
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The  action  was  brought  on  by  the  Fiorenzo, 
chasing  to  windward,  in  the  evwing  of  the  7th  of 
March ;  at  five  she  shewed  her  colours,  and  made' 
the  private  signal,  which  was  not  answered.  At 
forty  minutes  past  eleven,  p.  u.  the  Fiorenzo,  on 
the  larboard  tack,  ranged  alongside  of  her  enemy, 
and  received  his  broadside :  the  action  continued 
for  ten  minutes,  when  the  Frenchman  made  off, 
and  the  Fiorenzo  chased ;  at  daylight,  finding  he 
could  not  avoid  fighting,  the  Captain  of  the  Pied* 
montaise  hove  to,  to  receive  his  enemy;  al 
twenty-five  minutes  past  six,  the  action  was  m* 
newed  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  gradually 
dimmished ;  at  a  quarter  past  eight,  the  enemy 
again  made  sail  away;  the  five  of  the  Fiorenzo 
bemg  directed  to  the  hull,  that  of  the  French 
firigate  to  the  rigging  of  her  opponent,  the  former 
was  more  disabled  than  the  latter  in  her  masts 
and  yards. 

It  was  long  before  the  Fioi^enzo  could  repair 

her  numerous  damages  so  as  to  be  enabled  to 
pursue  her  enemy.  They,  however,  continued  to 
keep  sight  of  him  during  the  night,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th,  bemg  perfectly  prepared  ,to 
renew  the  action,  bore  down  upon  him  under 
all  sail;  the  Piedmontaise  made  no  attempt  on 
•this  occasion  to  avoid  fighting :  at  three,  f. 
they  came  again  alongside  of  each  other,  and 
renewed  the  bloody  contest;  at  the  seeond  booad^ 
side,  the  gallant  young  Hardingc,  the  heroic  and 
lamented  captam  oi  the  Fiorenzo,  feU  by  a  grape* 
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shot  in  his  neck.  Lieuteoant  George  Dawsoo 
meceeded  to  the  command,  and  nobly  teminated 
the  day ;  after  one  hour  and  a  half  more  of  severe 
and  close  contest  the  enemy  surrendered/  and 
hailed  tor  a  boat  to  be  sent  to  them. 
The  Piedmontaise  was  commanded  by  Monsieur 

EproD  ;  she  had  on  board  at  the  comiiicnceineut 
of  the  action,  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  Frenoh- 
meiiy  and  two  hundred  Lascars,  making  five  hun- 
.  dred  andsixty-six :  of  these  forty-eight  were  killed, 
and  a  hundred  and  twelve  wounded :  the  St.  Fiio- 
renzo  bad  thirteen  killed  aud  twenty-^ve  wounded^ 
but  few  dangerously.  lieutenant  Dawson  was  prb^ 

moted  to  ihe  rank  of  post-captain,  and  a  monument 
in  St.  Paul's  cathedrali  commemorates  the  name 
of  Captain  Hardinge,  and  the  victory  in  whidi  he 
feU. 

Captain  the  Honourable  George  £llioty  in  La 

Modeste,  of  thirty-six  guns,  captured  on  the  9th 
of  October,  off  the  Sand  Heads,  the  French  na- 
tional corvette,  l^a  Jena,  pierced  for  twenty-four 
guns, .  but  mounting  only  eighteen,  and  having  a 
complement  of  one  liundred  and  sixty  men. 

Sir  Edward  Pellew  having  inibrmation  of  an 
enemy's  naval  force  being  in  some  of  the  ports  in 
the  island  of  Java,  took  with  him  a  squadron, 
consnting  of  the  CuUodan,  seventy^four  (his  flag 
ship),  commanded  by  Captain  Christopher  Cole; 
the  Russel,  of  seventy-four  guns,  Captam  Robert 
Williams ;  BelHqueux,  sixty-four,  Captain  George 
Byng,  now  Lord  Viscount  Tomngton;  Powerful, 
seventy-four.  Captain  R.  Plampin;  Sir  Francis 
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Drake,  thirty-eight,  Capt.  George  Harris ;  Psyche, 
thirty^siXrCaptaixiFleetwoodPeUew;  Terpsichore, 
thirty-two,  Captain  Walter  Bathurst,  with  the 
Seaflower,  brig.  Lieutenant  W.  Owen. 

Passing  through  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  the  Rear- 
admiral  captured  the  Wiihelnuna,  a  Dutch  armed 
brig,  and  on  the  following  noioming  arrived  off  Ba- 
tavia :  directiDg  a  frigate  and  a  brig  into  the  road, 
by  passing  between  the  island  of  Omnst  and  Java, 
the  Rear-admii  Lil  with  the  other  ships  took  a  more 
circuitous  route.  The  Dutch,  on  perceiving  the 
meditated  attack,  cut  their  cables,  and  ran  on 
shore ;  the  ships  of  the  hne  were  unable  to  ap- 
inroach  from  the  shoalness  of  the  water.  The  Sir 
Jrancis  Drake,  and  Terpsichore,  got  near  enough 
to  cover  the  boats,  which,  led  in  by  Captain 
Fleetwood  Pellcw,  boarded  aud  destroyed  all  the 
enemy  's  vessels  in  the  road,  disregardii^  the  heavy 
fire  of  the-ships  and  batteries. 

This  was  one  of  the  severest  blows  on  the  com- 
merce of  Holland,  which  it  had  hitherto  received 
.in  the  eastern  seas ;  her  principal  sea-port  had  been 
found  so  vuhierable  as  to  be  insufficient  to  protect 
even  her  ships  of  war,  every  one  of  which  found 
riding  there,  with  all  their  merchant  shipping,,  had 
been  given  up  to  the  flames,  with  the  trifling  loss 
on  our  part,  of  one  man  killed,  and  four  wounded. 
The  names  of  the  ships  destroyed  were  

Ships.  Gun§.  Men. 

Frigate  Ptenix  «  •••.90  900 

Brig  pf  war  Aventurier  la   90 

 — ZcoPloeg   14   60 

' Anaed  ship- Patriot* •••••••.••20  •  90* 
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Ships.  Guns.      '  Mem* 

Armed  ship  Amistien  10  ••••••  50 

Amed  brig  Johanna  SuMnna*  *  •    6   24 

  Snclbeid-.-   6  24 

Corvette  William  14   88 

  Brig  Bfarw  ••]4  «•••••  90 

About  twenty  merchant  ships  were  also  de- 
stroyed and  two  taken. 

In  the  month  of  September,  Captain  F.  Pellew 
anchored  off  the  port  of-  Samarang,  and  sent  his 
boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Kerste- 
man,  in  pursuit  of  an  armed  schooner  and  a  mer- 
chant brig,  both  of  which  were  boarded,  captured, 
and  burnt;  the  boats  were  recalled^  and  the 
Psyche  weighed  and  chased  vessels  of  more  im-^ 
portance,  which  she  soon  brought  close  to  action ; 
tiiese  were  an  armed  ship  of  seven  hundred  tons 
with  a  valuable  cargo,  a  brig  of  twelve  guns  and 
seventy  men,  and  the  Scipio»  a  corvette  of  twenty* 
four  guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  They 
had  ran  on  shore*  and  the  Psyche,  as  she  engaged 
tliem,  lay  in  three  fathoms  water :  Captain  Pellew 
brought  out  all  his  prizes,  and  arrived  safe  with 
them  at  Madras. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  dispatches  from  Sir  Home 
Popham  and  General  Beresford  at  Buenos.Ayres, 
a  force  immediately  proceeded  to  the  new  con- 
quest :  in  the  meanwhile  Lieutenant<-colonel  Back- 
house, of  the  43d  re^ment,  on  whom  the  com* 
mand  of  the  troops  had  devolved  during  the.  cap- 
tivity of  General  Beresford,  decided^  in  conjunctian 
with  Sir  Home  Popiiam,  to  attack  the  city  of 


I 


Digitized  by  Google 


igO  SOUTH  AMBBICA.  [Id07. 

Monte  Video,  but  the  shoalness  of  the  water  not 
admitting  the  near  approach  of  the  ships  of  war, 
the  plan  was  abandoned  in  fiiirour  of  an  enterprise 
on  Maldonada.  Lieutenant-colonel  Vassal,  with 
f6ur  fanndred  men,  landed,  and  advanced  with 
Colonel  BackhouM  to  that  TiUage,  which  they 
entered  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  killing  and 

woundiug  fifty  of  the  enemy,  without  any  loss  on 
our  side.  The  Spaniards  fled  aAd  left  their  gan»« 
The  batteries  which  defend  the  harbour  of  Mai* 
donada  were  taken  on  the  following  day  by  iieu- 
tenant^colonel  Vassal.  The  little  army  was  ac« 
eompanied  by  a  small  party  of  seamen  and 
marines  irom  the  ships  of  war.   The  island  of 

Goretti,  which. forms  the  harbour,  was  strongly 

fortified,  but  surrendered  on  the  summons  of  Sir 
Home  Popham,  and  the  British  squadron  and 
transports  found  a  safe  anchorage,  and  a  plentiiul 
supply  of  provisiom  and  water.  By  this  time 
General  Achmuty  had  arrived,  and  with  him  a 
very  large  reinforconent  of  troops^  in  the  Ardent 
and  Lancaster,  of  sixty-four  guns,  and  some  trans- 
ports. The  General  immediately  evacuated  Mal- 
donada, reserving  a  garrison  in  the  island  of 
Ooietti.  liear-admiral  Stirling,  in  pursuance  of 
his  instructions,  sentSir  Home  Popfaam  to  Eng- 
land. After  the  departure  of  Sir  Home,  the  forces 
began  their  operationB  on  Monte  Video;  the 
landing  of  the  troops  was  ejected  on  the  18th  of 
Jtamavy,  nine  miles  from  the  town;  the  enemy 
acted  with  some  show  of  firmness,  having  their 
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artillery  drawn  up  on  the  height.    On  the  folio w- 
iog  day»  four .  thougand  of  the  native  camlry 
opposed  Brigadier-^iittfal  Lumley,  occupying  the 
high  ponnd  on  hii  right,  and  pouring  upon  him 
a  hetTy  fire  of  round  snd  grape.  lieuteM&t* 
cdoaei  Brownngg  charged  them,  took  one  of 
their  ginie,  and  dispened  their  foioea.   Our  army 
then  advanced  to  within  two  miles  of  the  citadel, 
and  took  up  a  position  in  the  suburbe.   On  the 
20th,  six  thousand  men,  cavalry  and  infantry, 
lied  out  of  Monte  Video  to  attack  the  invaders,  but 
after  an  obatmate  retiatance,  and  great  tlaagfat«r, 
they  tied ;  their  loss  was  computed  at  fifteen 
hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and  priaonera :  after 
this  affair,  many  of  the  people  retired  to  their 
distant  habitations,  leaving  the  British  General 
full  leisure  to  attack  the  city,  which  he  found  was 
defended  by  one  hundred  and  sixty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  strong  garrison.   The  enemy  had 
possession  oS  the  island  of  Ratones,  commanding 
the  harbour,  where  they  had  some  gun»boata, 
which  gave  our  people  considerable  annoyance, 
hot  the  British  amy  had  now  completely  hemmed 

in  the  garrison  in  a  semicircle  on  the  landside, 
catting  off  all  their  supplies,  except  such  as  came 
in  boats  from  the  opposite  shores  of  the  river; 
this  source  of  sustenance  was  still  more  precarious 
hy  the  near  approaeh  of  the  Britisb  squadron, 
whose  artillery  now  oo-operated  with  that  of  the 
aimy  in  battering  the  town,  but  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  produce  any  serious  effect.    The  Bri- 
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gadier-genend  haying,  by  the  •2d  of  February, 
gradually  advanced  bis  batteries/,  to  within  six 
hundred. yards  of  the.  works;  had  made  a  breach 
and  determined  to  storm  the  town,  although  he 
knew  that  in  the .  attempt  he  must  necessarily 
expose  his  army  to  heavy  and'  deliberate  fire. 
Orders  were,  accordmgly  given  to  prepare  for  the 
assault ;  an  hour  before  daybreak,  on  the 
iug  of  the  .3d;  the  troops  which  had.  the  honour  of 
being,  selected  for  this  important  service  were 
the  rifle  corps  under  Major  Gardiner,  the  light 
infontry  undjer  Majo^  Brownrigg  and  Trotter, 
the  grenadiers  imder  Majors  Campbell  and  Tucker, 
and  the  ^th  under  iaeutenant-colonel  Vassal 
and  Major  Nugent ;  these  were  supported  by  the 
40th  regiment  under  Major  Dalrymple,  and  the 
B7th  under  Lieutenant^lonel  Batler  and  Msyor 
MiUer. 

The  whole  werecommanded  by  Colonel  Browne ; 

the  remainder  of  the  force  consisting  of  detach- 
ments of  the  20th  and  2 1st  light  dragoons,  the  1 7th 
and  47th' regiments,  a  company  of  the  71st  and  a 
corps  of  eight  hundred  marines  and  seamen,  under 
the  command  of  Captains  Donnelly  and  Palmer,  of 
the-  royal  navy,  were  encamped  under  the  com- 
mand of  9rigadier*general  Lumley  to  protect  the 
rear. 

.  The.  navy  having  co-operated,  in  this  splendid 

expedition,  its  glorious  result  may  reasonably  be 
allowed  a  place,  in  naval  history^  nor  can  it  be 
given  in  more  forcible  language  than  that  of  the 
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galfamt  general  who  commanded  the  attack:  At 
the  appointed  hour  the  troops  marched  to  the 
aBsanitt  they  approached  to  the  breach  before  they 

were  discovered,  when  a  destructive  fire  from 
every  g\m  that  could  bear,  and  from  the  musketry 
of  the  garrison,  opened  upon  them ;  heavy  as  it 
was,  our  loss  would  have  been  comparatively 
trifling  if  the  breach  had  been  open,  but  during 
the  night,  and  under  the  fire,  the  enemy  had  bar- 
hcadoed  it  with  hides,  so  as  to  render  it  nearly 
impracticable.  The  night  was  extremely  dark, 
the  head  of  the  column  missed  the  breach,  and 
when  it  was  approached  it  was  so  shut  up  that  it 
was  mistaken  for  the  untouched  walls.  In  this 
situation  the  troops  remained  under  a  heavy  fire 
fi>r  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  spot  was  dis- 
covered by  Captain  Renny  of  the  40th  light 
in&ntry,  who  pointed  it  out,  and  gloriously  fell  as 
he  mounted  to  the  assault ;  our  gallant  soldiers 
rushed  on,  and  difiicult  as  it  was  of  access,  forced 
their  way  into  the  town.  Cannon  were  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  principal  streets,  their  ^e  for  a 
short  time  was  destructive,  but  the  troops  ad- 
vanced in  all  directions,  carrying  every  battery  with 
their  bayonets, .  and  overturning  the  guns.  The 
40th  regiment  with  Colonel  Browne  followed; 
they  also  missed  the  breach,  and  twice  passed 
through  the  fire  of  the  batteries  before  they  found 
it.  Our  loss  during  the  siege  was  trifling,  but  in 
the  assault  many  brave  officers  and  men  purchased, 
the  honour  of  their  country  with  their  lives :  one 
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major,  three  captaiosi  two  lieutenants,  two  ser- 
geants, five  drummers,  one  hundred  and  tive  rauk 
and  file  killed ;  two  lieutenant-colonels,  three  cap- 
tains, eight  lieutenants,  four  ensigns,  four  staff, 
eighteen  sergeants,  five  drummers,  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five  rank  and  file  wounded. 

The  part  of  the  enterprise  which  fell  to  the  share 
of  the  navy,  is  fully  detailed  in  the  dispatches  of 
Rear-admiral  Stirling.  * 

Hie  landing,  it  appears*  was  first  effected  at 
Carreta  point,  which  is  about  seven  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  the  town.  The  covering  vessels  were 
under  the  command  and  direction  of  Captain 
Lucius  Uardymau,  of  the  royal  navy,  who,  not- 
withstanding the  shallow  water  and  bad  weather, 
got  near  enough  to  atibrd  protection  to  the  soldiers. 
As  the  army  advanced,  the  naval  department 
attended  its  motions  alon^r  the  shore,  conveying 
supplies,  harassing  the  enemy,  and  receiving  the 
wounded  men,  the  whole  of  whom  were  safely 
conveyed  to  their  ships. 

The  largest  ships  of  war  the  Rear-admiral  dis« 
posed  of  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  any  merchant  vessels,  and  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  Colonna  and  Bueaos  Ayres; 
the  guns  were  landed  from  the  ships  of  the  line^ 
and  planted  in  battery,  and,  at  one  time,  not  less 
than  one  thousand  four  hundred  men  were  on 
shore  from  the  squadron.  The  defence  having 
been  protracted,  the  aiuinunition  began  to  &U 
short,  and  in  two  days  their  powder  would  have 


Digitized  by 


1807.]  SOUTH  AMERICA.  19^ 

been  expended.  This  was  probably  the  reason 
which  toduced  the  able  and  gallant  General  to 
decide  ou  an  enterprise  rarely  attempted,  and 
which  was  crowned  with  the  meet  perfect  sueoeas, 
niiBtdlied  by  any  act  of  barbarity  so  commonly 
practised  by  an  miurxated  soldiery  in  aimilar  ooca* 
nona.  "  At  daylight,"  aays  the  Gmeral,  "every 
thmg  was  in  our  possession  except  the  citadel, 
which  laade  a  show  of  resistance,  but  soon  sur-* 
rendered,  and  early  in  the  morning  the  town  was 
quiei,  and  the  women  were  peaceably  walking  in 
the  streets."  Two  valuable  officers,  Lieutenant- 
coiooek  Vassal  and  Brownrigg,  died  of  their 
womida;  and  Major  Dalrymple  was  killed  in  the 
assault,  as  were,  the  Captains  Renny  and  DickeA* 
son,  with  many  others. 

As  soon  as  Fort  Saint  Philip  had  surrendered, 
Lieuteoaiit  Wm.  Milne,  with  the  armed  hiuncfaee 

of  the  squadron,  landed  and  took  possession  of 
the  island  of  Eattones,  which  mounted  ten  guns, 
and  Ind  a  garrison  of  sefenty  men.  This  was  a 
post  of  importance  to  the  navy  in  the  progress  of 
its  operations.  A  frigate  of  twenty-eight  guns, 
lyii^  in  the  harbour^  was  set  on  fire,  and  blew  up 
i^er  h^  erew  had  left  Jber.  Three  ^nrboats 
shared  the  sauie  iate,  but  the  other  vessels  were 
saved  The  tons  of  sh4>ping  captured  amounted 
to  thirteen  thousand,  exdustve  of  many  vegsds 
not  thought  sea-worthy,  and  a  number  of  gun* 
boats  and  kuunches  armed  for  war.  Some  of  the 
vessels  might  have  been  fitted  for  the  king  s  ser- 
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vice;  six  of  them  mounted  from  ten  to  twenty- 
four  gaoB,  but  they  were  never  employed^  we 
conclude,  for  want  of  seamen  to  man  them.  On 
the  16th  of  March,  the  little  town  of  Coioma  sur- 
rendered to  the  Pheasant,  sloop  of  war,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Palmer,  and  a  detachment  of 
the  army  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Park.  Late  in 
the  month  of  April,  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy 
advanced  in  the  night  to  take  the  place  by  sur* 
prise,  but  being  met  by  the  British  troops  they 
iied,  leaving  a  few  dead  on  the  held  of  battle. 
Early  in  June,  Rear-admiral  George  Murray  and 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelock  arrived  in  the  river, 
and  were  soon  after  joined  by  Brigadier-general 
Crawford  with  more  troops.    General  Whitelock 
assuming  the  chief  command,  landed  with  the 
reinforcements  at  Grennado  de  Barragon,  about 
eight  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Buenos  Ayres,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river :  proceeding  through  a 
difficult  ground  to  the  village  of  Reduccion,  ou  the 
banks  of  the  little  jriver  Chuelo,  where  the  enemy 
had  constructed  batteries,  and  thrown  up  a  formi* 
dable  line  of  defence.   The  army  soon  bore  down 
all  impediments,  and  formed  a  line  of  circum- 
vallation  round  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which 
now  required  nothing  more  than  a  few  days  of 
severe  bombardment  to  mduce  the  Governor  to 
capitulate.    Unfortunately  the  Commander-in- 
chief  determined  to  attack  the  place  without 
waiting  for  his  heavy  artillery,  and  to  carry  it  by 
the  bayonet  without  allowing  his  soldiers  to  load! 
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To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  style  of 
building  in  Spain,  aUd  the  colonies  of  that  country, 
it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  Moors 
probably  introduced  the  custom  of  constructing 
their  houses  hke  fortifications,  that  is,  an  exterior 
of  strong  stone  work,  with  iron  bars  to  the  win* 
dows  and  massive  doors — the  interior  presented  a 
court-yard,  surrounded  with  two  or  three  tiers  of 
balconies,  and  a  staircase,  which  might  be  easily 
defended  by  few  hands  against  a  great  force.  The 
rooft  of  the  houses  were  flat,  and,  consequently, 

afforded  the  must  favourable  retreat  to  armed 

soldiers,  or  even  to  women  and  children ;  to  set 
fire  to  such  houses  from  without  was  nearly  impos- 
sible. A  town  thus  constructed,  it  must  appear 
evident,  would  surrender  to  nothing  short  of  bom* 
bardment.  "  Yet,  '  says  the  General,  *'  the  town 
and  suburbs  being  divided  into  squares  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  yards  each  side,  and  a  know- 
ledge that  the  enemy  meant  to  occupy  the  flat 
roofs  of  the  houses,  gave  rise  to  the  following  plan 
of  attack : 

Brigadier-general  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  was 

directed  to  detach  the  3  8th  regiment  to  possess 
itself  of  the  Plaza  de  Toros,  and  the  adjacent 
strong  ground,  and  there  take  post.  The  87th, 
5th,  d6th,  and  88th,  were  each  divided  into  wings, 
and  each  wing  ordered  to  penetrate  into  the 
street  directly  in  its  iront.  The  light  battalion 
divided  into  wings,  and  each  followed  by  a  wing 
of  the  ^5th  regiment,  and  a  three-pounder,  was 
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ordered  to  proceed  down  the  two  streets  on  the 
vight  of  tbe  cmtral  om,  and  the  45th  down  the 

two  adjoining,  and  after  clearing  the  streets  of  the 
enemy,  to  take  post  at  the  Kesidencia :  two  six** 
pounders  were  ordered  along  the  central  streel^ 
covered  by  the  carabin^rs  and  three  troops  of 
Ae  Mb  Kght  dragoons^  the  remainder  of  which 
was  posted  as  a  reserve  in  the  centre.  Each 
ditirion  was  ordered  to  proceed  along  the  atreet 

directly  in  its  front,  until  it  arrived  at  the  last 
aqnare  of  houses  next  the  river,  of  which  it  was 
to  possess  itseMv  forming  on  the  flat  roofs  (of  the 
houses),  and  there  wait  for  fi^rther  orders.  The 
96th  regiment  was  to  occupy  two  of  Ae  most 
commanding  situations  from  which  it  could  an- 
noy the  enemy.  Two  corporals  with  tools  were 
ordered  to  march  at  the  head  of  each  columnj  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  open  the  doors.  The 
whole  were  unloaded,  and  no  firing  was  to  be 
permitted  until  the  columns  had  reached  their 
inal  points,  and  formed*  A  cannonade  in  the  cen- 
tral streets  was  the  signal  for  the  whole  to  come 
forward." 

The  first  onset  of  the  British  soldiers,  led  by 
Sir  Samuel  Acfamuty»  was  successful.  He  pen* 
sessed  himself  of  the  Plaza  de  Toros,  the  post  he 
was  directed  to  attack,  but  with  much  loss,  from 
the  sheltered  fire  of  the  enemy;  he  however  took 
thirty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  a  quantity  of  ammu* 
mtion,  and  six  hundred  prisokiers.  The  other 
divisions  moved  with  different  success;  that  under 
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Brigadier-general  Lumley  was  opposed  by  a  heavy 
fire  horn  the  tops  and  windows  of  the  houses,  the 
doors  of  which  were  found  so  strongly  barricadoed, 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  force  them,  and  had 
they  indeed  succeeded,  the  inside  of  the  house 
would  still  have  offered  su^cieut  obstacle  to  the 
assailants.'.  Hie  streets  were  intersected  by  deep 
ditches,  within  which  were  planted  cannon^  firing 
giape  on  the  advancing  oolumns.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  formidable  opposition,  the  30th  regiment 
gained  its  final  destination,  but  the  S8tb  was  so 
nmch  weakened  as  to  be  forced  to  surrender. 
The  farther  uur  troops  advanced  into  the  city,  the 
ibore  obstinate  was  the  resistance  they  aicoim- 
tered,  and  the  most  terrible  slaughter  ensued  of 
the  fiiiest  troops  in  the  world ;  their  leaders  lay 
dead  or  wounded,  with  a  great  part  of  the  men : 
the  fire  from  the  house-tops,  windows,  and  artil* 
lery ,  fidl  like  hail,  and  mowed  them  down  at  every 
instant,  while  the  streets  streamed  with  the  blood 
of  our  defenceless  slaughtered  countrymen :  pro- 
digies oi  valour  were  performed,  charges  were 
made  and  guns  were  taken^  but  no  impressioii 
could  be  effectual  on  the  impenetrable  fortifica- 
tions of  the  houses*  jbr^^adier-general  Crawford 
was  forced  to  surrender  with  his  division,  and  two 
thousand  British  troops  had  lost  their  lives,  their 
limbs,  or  theit  liberty,  by  the  ill-judged  enter*, 
prise.  Hand-grenades,  bricks,  and  stones,  from 
the  tops  of  the  bouses,  added  to  the  destmclive 
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fire  of  guns  and  musketry.     Every  houadiolder 

with  his  Negroes,  defended  his  dwelling,  each  of 
which  was  in  itself  a  fortress."     Such/'  says  the 
Greneral,  ^'was  the  situation  of  the  army  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  July,  when  General  linierg 
addressed  a  letter  to  me,  offering  to  give  up  all  his 
prisoners  taken  in  the  affiur,  together  with  the 
71st  regiment^  and  others  taken  with  Brigadier- 
general  Beresford,  if  I  desisted  from  any  farther 
attack  on  the  town,  and  withdrew  his  Majesty^s 
forces  from  the  river  of  La  Plata,  intunating  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  exasperated  state  of  the 
populace,  be  could  not  answer  for  the  safety  of 
the  prisoners,  if  I  persisted  in  offensive  measures." 
These  were  the  considerations  which  induced 
General  Whitelocke  to  accept  of  the  proposals 
made  to  lum;  the  British  army  withdrew  fiom 
the  ill-fated  river.   Thus  ended  the  British  inva- 
sion of  South  America — disastrous,  but  not  altoge* 
ther  inglorious;  enriching  a  few  to  the  destruction 
of  many. 

The  dispatches  from  Rear-admiral  J.  Murray, 

give  an  able  outline  of  the  naval  operations  of 
which  he  was  the  leader.  Unhappily  the  diffi^ 
culties  of  the  navigation  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
prevented  the  co-operation  of  the  ships  of  war: 
even  the  gun-brigs  could  not  get  nearer  to  the 
beach  than  one  mile,  and  the  transports  lay 
aground  as  they  discharged  their  troops.  The 
Rear-admiral  pushed  his  light  vessels  as  much  in 
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advance  as  possible:  Captain  Corbett,  of  the 
Neieide,  of  thirty-sU  guns.  Captains  Thompson 
in  the  Fly,  Provost  in  the  Saracen,  with  the 
transports  and  gun-brigs,  were  placed  to  the 
westward  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayies,  as  dose  as 
the  depth  of  water  would  admit,  but  the  JN  ereide» 
though  in  no  more  than  three  fathoms  water,  was 
stiJl  nine  miles  from  the  town,  consequently  the 
army  could  derive  no  support  firom  the  guns  of  the 
ships  of  war.  The  exertions  of  the  naval  officers 
and  seamen  were  therefore  confined  to  the  landing 
of  provisions  and  ammunition,  and  dragging  the 
artillery  for  the  army  through  the  swamps»  with 
which  the  south  side  of  the  river  abounds. 

On  hearing  the  disastrous  result  of  the  attack  of 
the  4th  of  July,  the  Rear-admiral  got  on  board 
the  Staunch,  gun-brig,  and  went  up  the  river, 
anchoring  off  the  post  occupied  by  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty;  the  Medusa,  Thisbe,  and  Saracen, 
were  ordered  to  follow  as  far  as  they  could  with 
safety.  Soon  after  the  Rear-admiral  received  a 
note  from  the  General ,  giving  him  intimation  of 
the  disasters  which  had  befallen  the  army,  and 
expressing  a  wish  to  see  the  Rear-admiral,  who 
lost  no  time  in  repairing  to  head-quarters,  when, 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  our 
afiairs,  he,  with  every  general  officer  present, 
cimsented  to  the  following  terms : 
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Prdhnkkarp  ProporiHimB  agreed  io  hetmeem  ike  Oener&i 

oj  the  i^nglUh  armif  and  thai  of  the  iipaHish  army  on  the 
Rimr  PUUa. 

'  1.  A  cessation  of  host  ilities. 

2.  The  Britub  Uoopi  lo  reuio  possession  o(f  Monte  Video 
for  two  months. 
*  '  3.  A  mutual  restitution  of  prisoners. 

4.  ProTi'sions  to  be  allowed  free  entrance  into  Mopte  Video. 

&  Teo  days  to  be  allowed  for  the  Eritiab  troofs  to  p«M  #vcr 
to  the  north  side  of  the  river»  with  all  their  Mine,  cannon,  etoreSp 
md  equipages. 

<l»  Poring  the  period  of  four  monthsa  no  impedimettC  shall  be 
thrown  in  the  w«y  of  the  cowMioe  of  the  British  veichantn.. 

The  sixth  artiele  inadndsiible,  became  contrary  to  the 
Spanish  hiwa« 

1.  Additional,  When  Monte  Video  is  restored,  it  is  to  be 
nrnqpured,  with  the  Spanish  artillery  ortgiaaily  beioi^iig  to  it. 

2.  AdditumtiL  There  shall  be  mntually  three  officers  of  rank 
exchanged,  until  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  it  being  under- 
stood that  those  British  officers,  who  have  been  in  this  country 
en  theu*  parole,  aie  not  again  to  serve  in  South  Apcrica  nntil 
they  have  been  landed  in  £vwope. 

lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  returned  to  £ng> 
land  on  board  the  Saracen^  sloop  of  war^  com* 
manded  by  Captain  James  Pievost.  Som  after 
his  arrival,  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martialy  aaseo^ 
Ued  at  Chelsea  Hospkal,  and  sentenced  to  be 
dismissed  from  his  Majesty's  service.  The  public 
m^d  was  excited  against  this  unhappy  genesal 
in  a  greater  degree  than  he  appeal's  to  have  de- 
served; his  sentence  was  received  with  appro- 
bation, and  by  many  thought  not-  sufficiently 
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severe.  Yet  as  he  was  neither  convicted  of  cow- 
ardice or  treachery,  but  simply  error  in  judgmenty 
the  common  infirmity  of  our  nature,  we  cannot 
but  think  the  ends  of  pubUc  jus^i^^e  were  com- 
pletely answered  by  his  removal  from  the  service. 
The  expedition  cost  one  thousand  two  hundred 

cSSucen  and  men,  killed  and  wounded,  and  deserted 

or  missing. 
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^'  CHAP.  III. 

1.  Stftte  of  Biiropc — Debates  io  ptrliament  on  the  subject  of 
the  Danish  war--Speech  of  LordSidmoitth-^  LonlHiwkes- 

bary— of  Mr.  Yorke — Consequences  of  the  peace  of  Tilsit— 
Designs  of  Bonaparte  on  Spain — Pretended  overtures  for 
peace — Declaration  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  favour  of 
Spain — The  French  armies  under  Murat  advance  into  that 
country — Weak  jiulicy  of  Charles  IV. — Ferdinand  meets  Bo- 
naparte at  Bayonne — General  insurrection  in  Spain — Return 
of  Admiral  Gambier  to  England — Is  created  a  Baron — Thaoks 
of  pariiament  opposed  bjf  Lord  HoUand,  as  regarded  the  naij 
— Sir  James  Saumarez  appointed  to  command  in  the  Baltic — 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Ricbaid  Keats  sails  for  Gottenborg^  with 
tlie  army  voder  command  of  Sir  John  Moore — Hutory  of  the 
Spanish  army  under  the  Marquis  de  hi  Romana — Capture  of 
the  Prince  Christian  Frederick — Embarkation  of  the  Spanish 
army  from  Nyebourg— Capture  of  the  Admiral  Yawl,  Danish 
brig'Death  of  Captain  Beltesworth — Actions  in  the  Baltic 
.^^ntaur,  Implacable, and  Swedes,  against  the  Russian  fleet, 
who  retreat  into  Rogcswick — Capture  of  the  Seuoioti — List 
of  Swedish  and  Russiau  fleets — Capture  and  destruction  of 
the  Sea-gull — Distinguished  conduct  of  Captains  Cathcait 
and  Caulfeild. 

2.  Channel. — Maitland,  in  the  Emerald,  altncks  and  burns  a 
French  privateer  in  Vivero — Death  of  Captain  Conway  Ship- 
ley— Capture  of  the  Guelderland  hy  the  Virginie,  and  of  La 
Sylphe  by  the  Comet— Of  the  Thetis  by  the  Amethyst,  and 
of  L'Heb^  by  La  Loire. 

3«  iifediimwican. — Admiral  Allemande,  with  eight  sail  of  the 
line^escapesont  of  Rochefort — Pursued  by  Sir  Richard  Stnchan 
^Watched  by  the  Spartan— Gets  into  Toulon«-^Noble  action 
between  the  Redwuig  and  Spanbh  flotilla— Aflatrs  of  Spain 
and  Portugalr^Insttrrection  at  Cadis— Murder  of  Solano— 
peace  between  England  and  Spain — Letters  from  Lord  Col- 
Uogwood  to  Admiral  Purvis  aud  ^the  Spaui&h  authorities — 
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Their  reply,  and  terms  of  a^jrceraent  sigDed^Captare  of  the 
French  squadron  under  Admiral  Rossiily — Operatioiil|)f  tbe 
British  squadron— Insurrection  at  Oporto  and  St.  Andcfo— 
Surrender  of  Dupoot's  aimy^Sir  Arthur  WeUesI^  tails  horn 
Cork,  and  toads  in  Portugal— First  battle  between  Britiifa  lod 

Freocb  troops  at  Rolica — Battle  of  Vimiem  Confention  of 

Cintim— Snmnder  of  the  Russian  aqoadron  to  Sir  Charlei 
Cotton-^Actioas  in  the  Mcditenaneaa— Capture  of  theTark- 
isb  frigate  Badcre  Zaffm— Romana's  annj  tondt  at  Coruoiia 
^Sir  John  Bfoora  and  Sir  David  Baird  also  hind  with  their 
division — ^Retreat  of  British  amy — ^Actions  of  small  vessels 
in  the  Mcditerraneaii. 

4.  West  Indies, — Revolution  iii  the  Spanish  sttllements  in 
America — Action  between  the  Circe  and  Mjuadroii  witli  the 

French  batteries  at  Martioique — ^Jamaica  station  Various 

gallant  actions. 

5.  £a$t  Indies, — Capture  of  the  Laurel. 

Tu£  attack  on  Copenhagen  excited  the  most  lively 
sensation  throughout  the  country^  and  was  one  of 
the  first  objects  which  occupied  the  attention  of 
pariiament 

His  Majesty,  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  on 
the  2l8t  of  January,  mentioned  the  peace  of  Til* 
sit,  and  the  effects  wluch  that  event  was  hkely  to 
produce  in  the  affairs  of  Europe;  of  the  power 
which  France  had  acquired ;  and  of  the  determi- 
nation of  Napoleon  to  use  it  for  our  destruction. 
The  minor  states  of  Europe,  which  till  thea  had 
been  at  peace  with  us,  were  now  dragged  into 
hostility ;  and  the  fleets  of  Denmark  and  Portugal 
might  be  numbered  among  our  enemies.  The  ad- 
dress was  moved  in  the  house  of  peers  by  the  Earl 
of  Galloway,  then  a  captain  in  the  navy ;  and  in 
the  commons  by  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton :  self- 
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defence  was  the  ground  on  which  the  ministers 
rested  their  justification ;  and  so  firmly  did  they  re* 
sist  and  so  ably  refute  every  argument  of  their  oppo- 
nents* that  the  country  remained  convinced  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  their  measures.    In  reading 
over  the  debates  on  this  interesting  Mibject,  we  are 
naturally  struck  with  the  change  produced  in  the 
appearance  of  the  same  object,  when  viewed  from 
difierent  sides  of  the  house.  The  men  who  adrised 
the  detention  of  the  Spanish  frigates,  m  1804,  de- 
nied the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  attack  the  fleet 
at  Copenhagen.    Yet  the  cases  were  precisely  pa- 
rallel, as  tar  as  right  was  concerned,  and  the  point 
of  necessity  was  infinitely  in  favour  of  the  latter. 
The  question  has  now  been  long  set  at  rest,  not 
only  by  the  ananswerable  argumenlB  of  the  best 
lawyers,  by  quotations  from  the  most  approved 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  but  by  the  admission 
of  Bonaparte  himself.    It  was  with  the  most  un- 
accountable paity  zeal  denied  by  a  noble  IxHd 
(SidaoHth),  that  Denmark  eouM  by  any  possibi- 
iity  be  at  amity  witii  France ;  and  ccmsequently 
he  inferred,  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from  ber; 
that  the  invasion  of  Zealand  by  Bonaparte  was 
tmprmcticafale,  because  the  Danes  in  the  severest 
winter  mii^ht  easily  have  brukcn  the  ice  on  their 
own  -shores;  and  that  even  had  the  enemy  got 
possession  of  the  Danish  fleet,  it  could  not  have 
been  a  subject  of  alarm  to  us;  and  tliat,  previous 
io  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  an  addition  of  such  a 
number  of  sliips  to  the  fleets  of  our  enemies  would 
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have  givenusnoserions  uneasiness.  A  very  intimate 
luiawledge  of  the  seutimeuts  oi  the  Danes  towards 
Qm  couitry,  leares  us  no  reason  to  suppose  they 
would  have  opposed  any  plans  of  Napoleon  lor  our 
destruction;  but  that  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  and 
as  many  firigates,  all  manned  with  Danish  seamen, 
could  bare  given  us  no  uneasiness  previously  to 
the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  is  a  proposition  to  which 
we  caDUOt  agree.  A  Danish  fleet,  ship  for  ship, 
was  in  no  respect  inferior  to  that  of  France  or  HoU 
land :  suppose  then  such  a  fleet  had  gone  north 
about,  and  reached  our  West  India  islands,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  Tranquebai',  shall  we  be 
told  that  it  would  have  caused  us  no  uneasinesst 
While  the  immortal  Nelson  had  been  forced  to  quit 
the  Mediterranean,  leaving  scarcely  a  British  ship 
behind  him  on  that  station,  shall  we  say  that  the 
fleet  of  Denmark  could  have  done  us  no  injury  f 
What  was  the  state  of  the  public  mind  when  we 
heard  how  the  gallant  and  injured  Calder  had 
beaten  Villeneuve,  and  was  still  in  pursuit  of  him! 
What  should  we  have  said  to  ministers,  if  they  had 
inibnned  us,  that  in  addition  to  our  other  causes  of 
anxiety,  a  Danish  fleet  was  at  sea,  with  twenty 
thousand  land  troops  on  board  ? 

The  facts  of  the  case,  however,  left  ministers  no 
choice ;  they  acted  with  vigour,  and  had  all  the 
good  sense  of  die  nation  on  their  side.  Lord 
Haw  kesbury  maintained  that  the  treaty  of  Tilsit 
had  placed  the  navies  of  DenmariL  and  Portugal 
St  the  command  of  Napoleon ;  his  Lordship  might 
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have  added,  that  of  Russia  and  Sweden  must  have 
followed.  It  was  proved,  through  many  channels^ 
that  the  whole  were  to  unite  in  common  cause 
against  Great  Britain,  on  whose  shores  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Den* 
mark,  should  make  a  descent:  the  measures  of  the 
board  of  Admiralty,  at  which  Lord  Mulgrave  pre- 
sided, were  marked  with  decision,  firmness,  and 
activity.  Bonaparte  was  foiled  with  his  own  wea- 
pons ;  while  he  deliberated,  we  acted,  and  antici- 
pated the  master-stroke  of  his  policy.  Hence  hia 
impotent  rage ;  and  hence  the  steps  which  led  to 
his  ruin. 

One  observation  made  by  the  Rig^t  Honourable 

Charles  Yorkc  deserves  to  be  remembered,  in  an- 
swer to  a  call  for  more  evidence  and  for  papers,  to 
prove  assertions  relative  to  the  secret  articles  of 
the  peace  of  Tilsit.  The  Honourable  Gentleman 
stated,  that  in  consequence  of  a  motion  made  for 
papers  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  American  war,  relative 
to  the  sailing  of  the  Toulon  fleet,  the  French  had 

been  able  to  cut  off  a  source  of  information  which 
this  country  had  possessed  in  Holland  since  the 
days  of  Queen  Anne. 

It  was  contended  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  on 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  1803,  that  a 
declaration  of  war  was  necessary  on  our  part,  be- 
fore we  undertook  the  violent  measures  which  our 

government  had  thought  it  right  to  adopt.  Such 

was  the  language  and  reasoning  held  by  Napoleon 
himself ;  but  was  it  consistent  either  with  his  known 
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policy,  or  with  the  praciice  of  Europe  for  tlic  lust 
.  two  hundred  years  ?  Francey  of  all  the  nations  on 
earth,  was  the  least  governed  by  such  formSy  unless 
they  chanced  to  suit  her  own  views. 

A  pamphlet,*  written  by  Mr.  Ward,  who  was  a 
lord  of  the  Admiralty  with  Lord  Mulgrave,  com- 
pletely clears  any  doubt  that  might  have  been  en- 
tertained oil  the  subject.  That  learned  gentleman 
has  proved,  in  a  work  published  two  years  before 
the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  that,  from  the  days 
of  the  Spanish  armada  to  our  own  time,  such  a 
formality  had  rarely  if  ever  been  observed.  In  the 
attack  on  Copenhagen,  the  declaration  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  the  proclamations  of  the  command- 
ers-in-chief, were  in  every  point  of  view  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  warning  a  peaceful  nation  of  the 
approach  of  war. 

it  would  be  easy  to  prove  from  the  writings  of 
the  best  commentators  on  the  law  of  nations,  that 
it  was  not  only  our  right  but  our  duty  to  seize 
the  fleet  of  Denmark.  Grotius,  in  his  third  book» 
chap.  1.  art.  2.  has  the  following  passage: — 

Moreover,  I  may.  without  consideriog  whether  it  ii  merited 

or  not,  take  possession  of  that  which  belongs  to  another,  if  I 

have  reason  to  fear  any  evil  iVum  liis  holding  it,  but  I  cannot 
make  myself  the  master  or  proprietor  of  it,  the  possession 
having  notliin!»  to  do  with  the  end  which  I  propose.  I  can  only 
keep  possession  of  that  thing  UDtil  my  safety  is  sufiicientiy  pro* 
vided  for. 


*  An  Enquiry  into  the  Manner  in  which  the  different  Wan 
of  Europe  vera  hegun,  Ste.  By  R.  Ward,  Esq.  Banristcr. 
J.  Butterworth,  London,  1806. 
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It  was  precisely  under  such  a  view  of  the  case. 

that  the  British  government  proposed  the  sur- 
render of  the  Danish  fleet,  and  the  refusal  of  the 

Danes  to  that  request  became  a  justiiiable  cause 
of  hostility. 

We  should  have  contented  ourselves  with  this 
conclusive  paragraph  Irom  tbe  highest  authority, 
t>ut,  while  the  sheets  were  going  to  press,  the 
Memoirs  of  Fouche,  Duke  ot  Otraate,  the  friead 
and  confidential  adviser  of  Bonaparte,  appeared  in 
this  country,  and  iioin  that  work,  page  362,  we 
make  the  following  extract,  being  a  literal  trans- 
lation :~ 

About  this  time  ilie  success  of  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  by 
the  English  \va^  known;  this  was  the  first  tlcrau^einent  of  the 
secret  stipulations  of  the  treatv  of  TiUit,  in  virtue  of  which, 
THE  NAVY  OF  DENMARK  WAS  TO  HAVE  BEEN 
PLACED  AT  THE  DISPOSAL  OF  FRANCE!!!  Since 
the  catastrophe  of  Paul  L,  I  had  never  seen  Napoleon  iu  such 
a  tiantport  of  ngc*  Tbil  whioh  most  struck  him  in  this  vigor- 
ous coup-de-maio,  the  pronptitude  and  retoiutioa  of  the 
English  minbler. 

He  suspected  a  dew  infidelity  in  the  secfet  of  his  cabtoel; 
and  charged  ne  to  atceitain  if  it  could  have  arisen  from  any 
lesentmeot  for  a  recent  disgrace  (alluding  to  the  dismissal  of 
Tafleynnd  from  the  department  of  Foieign  Aflhirs). 

That  every  word  of  this  statement  is  correct, 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  English  mmi:ster,  without  rucciviiig;  any  commu- 
nication out  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  Cloud,  was  fully 
convinced,  after  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  what  would 
have  been  the  destinatiou  of  the  fleets  of  the  North. 
We  are  surely  borne  out  in  the  assertion,  that  the 
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powtf  of  Napoleon  reoehned  one  of  its  most  &tal 
shocks  in  the  Baltic,  and  Fouche  acknowledges, 
IB  the  next  page»  thflt  the  star  of  Napoleon  grew 

pale  at  the  commencement  of  1808. 

Napoleon,  by  this  treaty,  snppoeed  himself  eom- 
pletely  master  of  the  North  of  Europe ;  no  wonder, 
then,  at  his  rage  and  disappomtment,  when  he 
feond  his  seerets  betrayed,  and  Us  projects  an- 
ticipated and  defeated.  The  battle  of  Trafalgar 
wm  the  first  Uow  given  to  his  power;  Copenhagen 
the  second  ;  the  battle  of  Leipsick  the  third ,  and 

Waterloo  the  last 

Spain,  the  despised,  the  abject,  mined,  impo- 
verished Spain,  that  had  given  him  her  money, 
her  soldiers,  her  ports,  and  her  fleets,  to  recruit 
his  armies,  to  strengthen  his  navy,  and  to  assist 
him  in  the  destmction  of  £ngland,  suddenly  turned 
against  him,  as  if  the  whole  nation  had  been  ani- 
mated with  <me  soul,  one  wish — that  of  destroying 
their  oppressor  and  his  legions.  Austria,  yet 
smarting  under  the  effects  of  the  campaign  of 
1605,  was  sflendy  recruiting  her  armies,  and  pre** 
paring  £or  another  struggle;  and  although  the 
waminy  Toioe  of  the  clear-sighted  Fouche  had 
cautioned  Bonaparte  against'  any  attempt  on 
SpacB,  he  directed  his  victorions  legions  to  the 
Pyrenees,  leaving  in  their  place  forty  thousand 
conscripU  to  awe  the  humbled  princes  on  the 
aortfaeni  frontier:  while  he  spoke  of  peace  he 

prepared  for  war ;  and  while  lie  meditated  the 
conquest  of  Spain,  and  the  dethronement  of  her 

p2 
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Iu9g,  directed  Russia  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  England*  for  a  general  peace,  which,  to  use 
liis  own  artful  words,  might  give  repose  to  the 
world."  Aware  of  his  designs,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  expressed  a  perfect  readiness  to  treat,  but 
only  on  condition  that  Spain,  which  had  recently 

made  Iilt  declaration,  should  be  received  as  our 
ally.  This  Napoleon  insolently  rejected^  calling 
the  unhappy  Spaniards    insurgents'" ! 

England,  the  bulwark  of  liberty,  stood  firm  and 
undismayed,  although  abandoned  by  Russia,  and 
all  the  great  powers  \  she  had  not  indeed  at  that 
time,  with  the  exception  of  America,  one  foreign 
minister  at  her  court. 

Referring  to  the  negotiations  which  had  been 
carried  on,  the  king  of  England  stated  in  his 
spuited  proclamation,  that  it  was  di&cuit  to  be- 
lieve his  Imperial  Majesty  could  have  become  the 
ally  of  a  power  so  manilestly  unjust  as  France ; 
that  he  should  acknowledge  and  maintain  the  right 
of  Napoleon  to  dispossess  a  lawful  and  firiendly 
sovereign  of  his  throne,  and  to  transfer  the 
allegiance  and  independence  of  his  people.  Un- 
connected with  Spain  by  any  treaty  of  alliance, 
the  king  of  England  declared  that  the  engage- 
ments he  had  entered  into  in  the  face  of  the  world 
with  the  Spanish  nation,  he  would  consider  as 
sacred  and  as  binding  as  the  most  solemn  treaties. 
His  Majesty  expressed  a  just  conhdeuce,  that  the 
government  of  Spain,  acting  in  the  name  and 

*  See  Kuasian  DeckratioD,  31»t  Octobei;  1807. 
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behalf  of  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  was  understood 
to  be  a  party  to  the  negotiation.  That  those 
conditions  on  which  it  was  begun,  having  been 
rejected  both  by  France  and  Russia,  neither  the 
honour  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  nor  the  gene- 
rosity of  the  British  nation,  would  admit  of  his 
Majesty  consenting  to  its  renewal. 

Bonaparte,  while  his  armies  under  Murat  insi- 
diously crept  into  Spain,  and  gained  one  strong- 
hold after  another,  had  the  cunning  to  disseminate 
mistrust  and  suspicion  in  the  royal  family  at 
Madrid,  and  to  render  the  Kmg  odious  to  his 
people.  Charles  the  Fourth,  a  weak,  pusillanimous 
prince,  bent  to  the  storm,  and  prepared  to  retreat 
to  his  American  possessions,  following  the  example 
of  the  court  of  Portugal ;  but  the  character  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  hitherto  humbled  and  degraded  by 
a  base  aristocracy,  and  the  atrocious  tyranny  of 
the  Inquisition,  suddenly  burst  its  chains,  and 
spreading  havoc  and  desolation  among  the  troops 
of  France,  made  the  tyrant  tremble  on  his  throne. 

Ya  desi)iert()  do  su  letargo  dc  las  Espanus  el  Leon 
Y,  COD  rugidos  espaotoios,  cubri  la  lierra  de  pavor. 

These  beautilui  lines  are  extracted  from  a  patri- 
otic song  made  on  the  occasion,  which,  like  the 
Marseiiiois  hymn,  though  in  a  much  better  cause, 
roused  the  people  to  fury  and  revenge.  Their  lite- 
ral meaning  is,  "  The  Lion  of  Spain,  awoke  from 
his  slumbers,  fills  the  earth  with  terror  at  bis  roar.** 
The  in&mous  Godoy  nearly  proved  the  first  vici- 
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aaparte,  and  ibe  gum  of  his  country.    In  the 

tumults  of  the  dd  of  May,  1808,  he  was  dragged 
to  prison^  whence  it  was  mtmded  he  should  pro- 
ceed to  llie  scaffold^  but  he  ocuUrived  to  make  his 
escape.  Charles  abdicated  a  throne  which  he  had 
disgraced^  and  the  Junta  of  Seville  proclaimed 

Ferdinand  cl  araado"  his  successor.  This  prince, 
]H>  ways  auperior  to  his  ^ixe  in  any  qualificatjon  of 
the  mind)  forgetting  his  duty  to  Ins  country,  and 
disregarding  the  advice  of  his  most  faithiul  coun- 
aellon»  threw  himself  into  the  arms  of  Napoleon, 
at  Bayonne,  and  received  irom  him  the  just  reward 
nf  his  foUy.  He  was  degcaded*  dethroned,  aad 
sent  a  prisoner  to  Valence,  while  his  sceptre  was 
given  to  Joseph  Bonaparte  the  brottier  of  tha 
Smperor.  This  treachenous  act  was  the  cosmom- 
mation  of  Napoleon's  iniamy*  and  drew  dosm,  as 
<m  shall  soon  see,  the  vengeanoe  of  Hearen  npaa 

his  guilty  head. 

We  mmi  now  retnm  to  the  affiurs  of  the  orth. 
On  the  loth  of  February,  the  Emperor  Alexander 
published  his  declaration  against  Sweden;  ui 
which,  alluding  to  the  conduct  of  England  towards 
Denmark,  and  to  the  treaties  of  17S3  and  1800,  ia 
which  Sweden  hsd  engi^^ed  with  finssia  to  maUir 
taiu  the  principle,  ''that  the  Baltic  is  a  close  sea, 
with  the  guarantee  of  the  coasts  against  all  acts  of 
hostility ; Alexander  conndsred  himself  bound  te 
call  upon  the  king  of  Sweden  for  bis  co-operation 
against  fingtand.  Gnstams  did  not  disavow  the 
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obUgaiioil  imposed  upon  him  by  these  treaties^ 
but  refused  all  co-operation  until  the  French 
troops  should  be  removed  from  the  shores  of  the 
Baltic*  and  the  ports  of  Germany  opened  to 

English  ships.  Reasoning  like  this  was  unan- 
swerable,  but  by  the  cannon.  If  Russia  sanctioned 
the  occupation  of  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  and  the 
destruction  of  its  trade  by.  the  i  rench  armies,  it 
was  absurd  and  t3rranmcal  to  call  on  Sweden  to 
oppose  a  British  fleet;  an  act  winch,  even  if 
founded  in  right,  would  have  ended  in  her  de- 
struction. Gustaviis  replied  to  the  manifesto  with 
hrnmess ;  he  referred  ,to  the  insults  and  injuries 
which  Russia  had  received  from  France,  to  the 
declaratiuus  of  the  Emperor  never  to  make  a  peace 
incmsistent  with  the  glory  of  the  Russian  name, 
and  then  asked  liow  far  tins  was  fulhlled  by  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit?  He  spoke  of  the  exertion  of  the 
Swedish  navy  in  the  cause  of  Alexander  at  Dant- 
ziCj  and  hi  Pomerania,  a  country  which  he  (Gus- 
tavus)  had  in  consequence  been  forced  to  evacuate* 
He  particularly  reminded  the  Emperor  of  his 
having  received  offers  from  France  to  be  put  in 

pobbcssiou  of  all  the  provinces  lost  by  Charles  the 
Twelfth ;  that  he  had  rejected  them  with  disdain, 
and  immediately  made  them  known  to  Russia; 
and  he  added,  with  irresistible  force, His  Majesty 
stands  on  higher  ground  than  to  make  a  merit  of 
having  resisted  temptation  so  mean  and  con- 
temptible.'* He  then  proceeded  to  remark  with 
just  severity  on  the  ai  ticles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit 
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levelled  against  England,  "No  government,*' 
says  the  gallant  Gustavus,  is  any  longer  left  to 
its  own  light  and  experience ;  no  people  to  their 
own  lawful  industry." 

When  the  arrangements  at  Copenhagen  were 
completed,  and  the  Danish  ships  ready  to  sail, 
when  the  arsenal  had  been  cleared  of  all  its  stores, 
and  every  ship  in  the  British  fleet  had  received  a 
portion  of  them  to  convey  to  England,  Admiral 
•  Gambler  detached  Rear-aduiual  Stanhope  with 
the  first  division  down  the  Cattegat.  Contrary 
winds  obliged  them  to  put  into  Gottenburg, 
where  the  exiled  Louis  the  Eighteenth  was  at  that 
time  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  Gustavus.  The 
Rear-admiral  with  becoming  attention  to  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  King,  sent  an  officer  to  compliment 
his  Majesty,  and  to  offer  such  service  as  might  be 
found  acceptable.  His  Majesty  courteously  de- 
clined the  offer,  and  the  division  pursued  its  way 
to  England,  where  it  arrived  in  safety.  The 
remaining  ships  were  not  so  fortunate.  The  Nep- 
tune, a  Danish  eighty-gun  ship,  was  lost  in  coming 
out  of  the  Sieve,  and  dreadful  havoc  was  made 
among  the  transports  having  troops  on  board. 
Owing  to  the  want  of  nautical  skill  among  the 
masters  of  the  merchant  ships  hired  for  that  service, 
some  of  the  most  aiiictmg  cases  of  shipwreck 
occurred)  and  in  some  instances  every  soul 
perished.  Admiral  Gambier,  on  his  arrival,  was 
created  an  English  baron,  and  the  thanks  of  both 
houses  of  parliament  were  voted  to  the  ileet  and 
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army.  It  is  remarkable  that  Lord  Holland  op- 
posed the  vote  as  far  as  it  related  to  the  nary, 
which  his  Lordship  conceived  was  not  entitled 
to  such  a  tribute  of  approbation.  What  the 
motives  of  Lord  Holland  were  for  such  oppo« 
sition,  we  do  not  presume  to  say;  had  it  been 
the  opinion  of  parliament,  an  endless  feud  would 
probably  have  been  engendered  between  the  two 
services*  In  conjoint  expeditions,  fighting  com* 
prises  but  a  part;  and  if  there  be  a  contention 
between  army  and  navy,  it  is  who  should  have 
the  greatest  share  of  danger.  The  safety  and 
success  of  the  troops  often  depends  on  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  navy  to  supply  all  their  wants. 
A  British  army  on  u  foreign  coast,  without  a  fleet 
to  attend  it,  is  nearly  as  much  at  a  loss  as  that 
fleet  would  be,  without  a  sufficient  depth  of  water: 
look,  at  £gypt»  South  America,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope>  and  the  West  India  Islands,  Copenhagen 
itself,  Walcheren,  and  Corunna. 

Captain  Wm.  Henry  Dillon»  in  the  Childers,  of 
fourteen  guns,  fought  a  singularly  determined 
action  against  a  Danish  brig  of  war,  and  some 
g^un-boats.  The  Childers  was  one  of  that  very 
diminutive  class  of  vessels,  now  obsolete  in  our 
service,  called  a  cutter  brig ;  her  artillery  no  more 
than  twelve-pound  carronades ;  her  crew,  m  all, 
sixty  men,  and  her  tonnage  not  two  hundred. 

Captam  Dillon  sent  his  boats  to  take  a  vessel 
out  of  a  small  port  near  the  Naze  of  Norway,  which 
he  had  effected  with  much  opposition,  when  a  brig 
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of  war  came  out  of  Hitteroe  to  her  rescue.  The 

two  brigs  met  on  opposite  tacks,  close  to  the 
shore ;  the  ni^t  was  dark ;  and  under  the  high 
land  the  enemy  could  only  be  seen  by  the  flashes 
of  his  guns,  at  the  same  time  that  his  long  eighteen- 
pounders  did  very  considerable  damage  to  the 
Cbilders;  nor  was  it  m  the  power  of  Captain  Dil- 
lon to  get  nearer  his  antagonist,  who,  after  a  se- 
vere action  of  more  than  three  hours,  retreated 
within  the  rocks  of  the  Norwegian  coast,  leaving 
the  Childers  half  full  of  water,  with  three  ot  her 
men  killed,  and  eight  wounded.  Captain  Dillon 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post-captain  for  this 
action. 

In  the  year  1808,  Vice-admiral  Sir  James  Sau- 

uiarci^  was  appoiuted  to  the  command  in  the  Bal- 
tic ;  then  become  one  of  the  most  important  of  our 

naval  stations.  Sir  James  hoisted  his  flag  in  the 
Victory;  Rear-admiral  George  Hope  was  his  cap- 
tain of  the  fleet :  the  service  became  very  arduous, 
in  a  military  as  well  as  political  point  of  view. 
The  Admiral  was  in  personal  correspondence  with 
the  Emperor  Alexander  and  the  King  of  Sweden. 
The  Danes,  who  from  their  geographical  position, 
bore  the  brunt  of  our  attacks,  were  not  unmindful 
of  their  duty ;  they  wanted  neither  courage  nor 
skill ;  and  the  acrimony  universally  felt  against  the 
English  added  an  energy  to  their  motions  which 
made  them  very  formidable  enemies. 

Rear-admiral  Sir  Richard  Keats  sailed  from 
Yarmouth  on  the  10th  May,  with  the  expedition 
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under  Sir  John  Moore,  and  reached  Gottenburg 
on  the  17th.   The  arrival  of  this  force  in  the  Bal* 
tic  was  marked  by  events  of  vast  importance  to 
the  interests  of  Europe. 
The  Spanish  troops  under  the  command  of  the 

heroic  Marquis  dc  la  llomana.  amouating  to  twelve 
thoo^nd  men»  had  been  ordered  to  Hamburgh,  as 
TO  have  already  observed,  and  quartered  there  as 
part  of  the  army  under  Marshal  Bernadotte,  prince 
of  Ponte  Corvo>  and  now  king  of  Sweden.  Eiurly 

in  the  year  1808  tliis  force  was  marched  to  the 

shores  of  the  Baltic,  as  was  alleged,  for  the  in- 
nuBon  of  Sweden,  in  conjunction  with  a  Danish 
army,  in  the  month  of  Marcli,  the  vanguard,  hav- 
ing seMy  crossed  the  little  Belt,  to  the  island  of 
Funen,  was  preparing  for  the  passage  of  the  Great 
Belt)  when  they  were  surprised  by  the  appearance 
«f  ft  British  frigate  and  a  brig  between  Nyebouig 
and  Corsoer,  at  a  season  of  the  year,  as  Mr.  Soutiiey 
justly  iriiserveSi  when  it  was  thought  no  enemy's 
▼esfld  would  venture  in  those  seas.    The  army 
was  therefore  ordered  to  halt,  and  the  Prince 
Christian  Frederick,  a  fine  Danish  seventy-four 
gun  ship,  with  six  hundred  and  twenty  men,  was 
sent  to  clear  the  Great  Belt  of  these  intruders. 
On  her  arrivol,  she  as  unexpectedly  fell  in  with 
two  British  ships  of  sixty-four  guns;  the  Statelyi 
Captain  George  Parker^  and  the  Nassau,  Captain 
Robert  Campbell;  by  these  she  was  brought  to 
Qiom  actioa  in  the  evening  of  the  22d  of  March* 
and  aftsT  a  creditable  resistance  was  driven  on 
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shore  on  the  coast  of  Jutland :  the  British  offi- 
cersy  unable  to  get  her  off,  took  out  the  prisoners 
and  set  her  on  fire.  She  had  fifty-five  men  killed, 
and  eighty-eight  wounded ;  the  Stately  had  four 
killed,  and  twenty-eight  wounded;  the  Nassau 
two  killed,  and  eleven  wounded. 

That  two  British  ships  of  sixty-four  guns,  and 
four  hundred  and  ninety- one  men,  should  be  able 
to  subdue  an  enemy  of  this  force,  is  not  surprising; 
but  we  must  admire  the  seamanship,  vigilance,  and 
perseverance,  with  which  these  otiicers  pursued 
their  enemy,  on  his  own  coast,  and  on  which  they 
had  nearly  grounded  m  the  chase :  nor  is  the  merit 
of  this  action  to  be  viewed  as  the  mere  capture  of 
an  enemy's  ship  of  the  line.    Bcrnadotte  was,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Southey,  thrown  into  great  confu- 
sion by  the  unexpected  position  of  our  ships,  in  a 
channel  so  narrow  and  so  dangerous  at  that  time 
of  the  year :  by  the  vigilance  of  Captain  Parker, 
his  designs  upon  Zealand  were  frustrated;  and  the 
liberation  of  the  gallant  Spanish  army  of  Romana 

was  probably  uccclcnited  by  this  fortunate  action. 
Some  of  the  men  had  been  conveyed  over  by 
stealth  during  the  night  to  the  island  of  Langland, 
some  to  Funen,  and  others  to  Zealand ;  but  the 
greater  part  remained  on  the  coast  of  Jutland:  that 
portion  of  them  which  rcaehed  Zealand  became 
▼ery  refractory ;  attacked  their  general,  who  was 
a  Frenchman,  killed  his  aide  dc  camp,  and  plant- 
ing their  colours,  swore  to  defend  them  with  their 
lives.   The  British  government,  acquainted  with 
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this  favourable  disposition  of  the  Spaniards,  c6n*> 

trived,  through  the  means  of  aa  agent  m  the  island 
of  Heligoland,  to  establish  a  correspondence  with 
Romaaa.     This  gallant  nubleiiian  received  and 
communicated  to  his  army  the  cheehng  accounts 
of  the  insurrection  in  Spain  against  the  oppressors 
of  their  country ;  and  convmced  them,  that  their 
deliverance  was  near  at  hand.    While  Sir  James 
Saumarez,  the  admiral  and  commander-in-chief  in 
the  Baltic,  cautiously  managed  the  Swedes  and 
Russians,  Sir  Richard  Keats,  in  the  Little  Belt, 
took  upon  him  to  assist  the  Spaniards  in  regain*- 
ing  their  liberty  from  the  Danes.    Sir  Richard, 
with  the  Superb,  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  a 
small  squadron,  approached  the  harbour  of  Nye* 
bourg,  in  Jutland,  near  which  the  mam  body  of 
the  Spanish  army  was  encamped ;  two  small  yes* 
sels  of  war  (a  brig  and  a  cutter)  opposed  his  en- 
trance.  The  Rear-admiral  directed  his  officers  to 
board  and  bring  them  out :  this  was  done ;  but  in 
the  conflict  Lieutenant  Hervey,  hrst  of  the  Superb, 
was  killed.  In  the  harbour  of  Ny  ebourgwere  found 
fifty-seven  sail  of  sloops  and  doggers ;  these,  by 
the  activity  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  squa* 
dron,  were  immediately  equipped  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Admiral  Keats,  who  hoisted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Hound,  sloop  of  war ;  which,  from  her 
light  draft  of  water,  was  enabled  to  come  mto  the 
port.   The  baggage  was  shipped  the  same  night 
and  following  day  on  board  the  prizes,  and  removed 
to  the  point  of  Slypsham,  four  miles  from  Nyebourg, 
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where  the  Spanish  army  was  embarked  in  safety; 
and  on  the  U  th  of  Angast  remained  under  the  pro« 

tection  of  the  British  squadion^  at  the  anchorage 
off  Spioe. 

The  nol  )lciiess  of  the  British  character  was  never 
perhaps  more  honourably  represented  than  in  aU 
the  circumstances  of  this  remarkable  transaction. 
After  rescuing  an  army  from  the  grasp  of  tyranny, 
the  Admiral  declined  taking  away  the  prises  wliich 
his  valour  had  won;  and  though  at  war  with  Den- 
marky  generously  restored  the  brig>  the  cutter^  and 
the  whole  of  the  fifty-seven  sail  of  the  vessels,  as 
soon  as  the  service  was  pertbrmed  ibr  which  they 
had  been  taken. 

Captain  George  Langford^  in  the  Sappho»  brig  of 
war,  of  eighteen  guns,  captured,  after  an  motion  of 
half  an  hour,  the  Admiral  Yawl,  a  Danish  brig  of  war, 
of  a  ?ery  unusud  construction.  She  carried  twelve 
eighteen-pound  carronades  on  her  lower-deck,  ami 
sixteen  six-pounders  on  her  main*deck;  the  enemy 
had  two  men  killed,  the  Sappho  two  wounded. 
Captain  Langford  was  made  post  for  this  action. 

In  the  month  of  April  the  boats  of  the  Daphne, 
Captain  Mason,  and  Tartarus,  sloop,  were  sent 
into  Flodshand,  directed  by  Lieutenant  Wilham 
Elliot,  ot  the  Daphne ;  who,  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  boarded  and  brought  out  ten  vessels  (five  of 
which  were  brigs  of  from  one  hundred  and  thirty 
to  one  hundred  and  nniety  tons),  loaded  with  pro- 
vistoM.  Lieutenant  Elliot  and  some  of  his  fe*^ 
lowers  were  slightly  wounded. 
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In  the  month  of  May,  Lieutenaiit  John  Price, 
acting  commauder  of  the  Falcon  sloop  of  war, 
destroyed  twehty*seven  boats  adapted  for  the 

transportation  of  troops,  ouc  ul  them  loaded  with 
shells,  and  one  was  taken  with  a  thirteen-inch 

mortar. . 

Lieutenant  M.  R.  Lucas,  of  the  Swan,  hired 
cutter,  had  an  action  with  a  Danish  cotter,  off 
Bomholm;  alter  engaging  her  for  twenty  minutes 
the  Dane  blew  up,  and  every  man  on  board  of  her 

perished :  she  appeared  to  be  a  very  £ine  vessel, 
of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  eight  or 
ten  guns,  and  full  of  men. 

There  is  scarcely  any  part  oi  the  known  world 
more  inaccessible  to  an  enemy  than  the  port  of 
North  Bergen;  its  entrance  is  narrow,  through 
defiles  where  anchorage  is  seldom  attainable. 
The  only  mode  of  securing  a  ship  is  by  mak- 
ing lier  fast  to  the  ring-bolts  fixed  at  different 

distances  in  the  rocks  for  that  purpose :  the 
strength  and  irregularity  of  the  currents  baffle 
tiie  art  of  seamanship ;  a  ship  going  six  knots  is 
frequently  turned  round  like  a  top,  resisting  the 
action  of  the  helm,  the  sails,  or  the  boats  ahead ; 
while  thus  embarrassed,  the  people  on  the  sur- 
rounding rocks  command  a  view  of  the  decks^ 
and  being  expert  marksmen,  are  capable  of  doin^ 
much  execution  with  their  ritie^guns.  After  the 
war  had  commenced  between  Great  Britain  and 
Denmark,  the  peaceful  and  happy  Norwegians, 
an  innocent  and  inoffensive  race,  were  compelled 
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to  fortify  their  hills  with  cadnon,  and  prepare  for 
tiicir  defence. 
Captain  Bettesworth,  with  whose  merit  our 

readers  are  well  acquainted,  received  his  post- 
captain's  commission  from  Lord  Barbam,  in  ISOS, 
for  bringing  home  with  such  admirable  diligence 
the  dispatches  of  Lord  Nelson,  from  Antigua.  Hay- 
ing been  appointed  to  the  Crocodile,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Tartar,  he  was  sent  off  North  Bergen 
in  May,  1808;  learning  that  there  were  five  pri- 
vateers and  some  merchant- vessels  in  the  port, 
he  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  numerous 
passages,  and  at  night  went  with  his  boats  to  cut 
them  out ;  but  finding  the  enemy  prepared,  and 
being  convinced  that  his  boats  were  unequal  to 
the  task,  he  very  prudently  resolved  to  bring  ius 
ship  into  action.    Having  got  underweight  he 
found  liimselt  becalmed,  surrounded  with  rocks, 
in  an  intricate  passage,  and  at  the  same  moment 
attacked  by  a  schooner  and  five  gun-boats,  each 
mounting  two  twenty-four  pounders,  and  full 
manned;  they  had  placed  themselves  behind  a 
rocky  point,  whence  their  guns  were  directed 
with  almost  unerring  aim.   One  of  their  first  shot 
killed  the  gallant  young  Bettesworth,  while  in  the 
act  of  pointing  his  gun  at  the  enemy ;  the  Tartar 
was  disabled  in  her  ric^ging,  drifting  upon  the 
rocks,  the  current  strong,  the  heights  covered 
with  troops  looking  down  upon  her  decks,  and 
not  a  gun  from  the  ship  could  be  brought  to  bear 
on  them;  such  was  the  painful  situation  of  the 


Digitized  by 


1806.]  BALTIC  AND  NORTH  SEAS.  226 

Tartar,  when  the  command  devolved  on  Lieutenant 

Caig'er,  who  conducted  himself  like  a  brave  oflicer, 
and  a  good  seaman ;  by  perseverance  he  brought 
the  broadside  of  the  ship  to  bear,  sunk  one  of  the 
gun-boats,  and  disabled  the  others :  the  Tartar  at 
lengthy  extricated  from  her  difficulties,  got  to  sea 
again,  w  ith  the  loss  of  her  captain  and  one  midship- 
man killed,  and  seven  seamen  wounded.  (See  the 
Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  xxxix.)  The  Russian  war 
employed  a  large  part  of  our  naval  force,  and  called 
forth  still  greater  exertion  on  the  part  of  our  ad- 
miral in  the  Baltic. 

CaptainThomas  Forrest,  of  the  Prometheus  sloop 
of  war,  had  the  honour  of  heading  a  very  daring 
enterprise  against  the  Russians,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Aspo  roads.  The  army  of  the  Russians, 
in  Finland,  received  much  of  their  supplies,  parti- 
cularly of  military  stores,  by  their  coasting  trade, 
escorted  by  gun-boats  and  small  armed  vessels ;  a 
number  of  these  had  been  observed  by  Captain 
Forrest,  who,  with  the  boats  of  the  Princess  Caro- 
line, Minotaur,  Cerberus,  and  Prometheus,  at  half 
past  ten  o'clock  at  night  pulled  in,  boarded,  and 
carried  three  Russian  gun-boatd,  mounting  two 

long  eighteen-pounders,  and  carrying  forty-four 
men  each ;  besides  an  armed  brig,  loaded  with 
provisions :  we  had  nineteen  killed,  and  fifty-seven 
wounded;  the  enemy  had  twenty-eight  killed,  and 
fifty-nine  wounded.  The  Russians  fought  with  the 
utmost  bravery ;  in  one  boat  every  man  was  killed 
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or  wounded.  For  this  action  CiqptaUi  Forrest  was 
made  post. 

Captain  John  ^V  liioughhy  Marshall,  m  the  Lynx 
aUx>p.  of  war,  with  Lieutenant  FMEgfirald,  in  the 
Monkey  gun-brig,  captured  three  armed  Inggers 
off  Dais.  These  vessels  bad  anchored  ciese  to  the 
shore,  where  they  waited  the  attack  ;  the  depth  of 
,  water  not  admitting  the  Lynx  to  ^proaishy  die 
Monkey  ran  in,  and  after  a  sharp  fire  soon  dro^  the 
enemy  from  their  guns^and  brought  out  the  vessels. 
•  The  Swedes  were  now  actii^  in  close  alliimc^ 
with  us:  their  fleet  had  put  to  sea  under  the 
coQunand  of  Admiral  Nauckfaoff,  and  cruised  with 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  the  Centaur, 
and  Captain  fiyam  Martin  in  the  Implacable.  The 
combined  squadrons  fell  ih  with  the  Russian  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Vice-admiral  Uomckoffe ; 
and  after  a  chase  of  thirty-six  hours,  compeUed 
them  to  seek  shelter  in  the  port  of  ilogeswicfc, 
with  the  loss  one  ship  of  seventy-four  guns: 
the  victiu  y  would  have  been  much  more  complete, 
but  for  Jthe  bad  sailing  of  the  Swedes^  who  could 
not  get  up  in  time  to  assist  our  ships.  On  the 
morning  of  the  26tb  of  August,  the  Implacable 
brought  the  leewardmost  of  the  enemy's  line^- 
battle  ships  to  action,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes 
had  silenced  her  fire,  when  the  Russian  Admiral 
bore  up  with  his  whole  fleet  to  her  rescue;  and 
although  she  had  surrendered.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
felt  himself  obliged  to  recall  the  luiplacable,  whioh- 
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fox  a  fihQjrt  time  only  was  tbrced  to  relinquish  ber 
prize :  'the  Russian  Admiral  ordered  n  frigate  to 
.take  her  lu  tow^  and  made  sail  with  his  ileet.  The 
Implacable^  perfectly  prepared  to  take  adranlage 
of  the  least  oversiglii,  was  again  sent  in  chase,  and 
^^mpelled  the  firigate  to  leave  her  charge,  which 
again  drew  down  the  Russian  Admiral.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  had  now  a  prospect  of  bringing  on  a  general 
action ;  when  to  his  great  mortificetion  Ae  Rus- 
sian fleet»  taking  advantage  of  a  slant  of  wind,  ran 
ipto  the  port  of  Rogeswick,  leariug -their  disabled 
consort  to  her  fate.   The  Russian  ship  had  Mien 
to  leeward,  and  grounded  on  a  shoal  at  the  entrance 
of  the  port,  but  soon  after  appeared  to  nde  at  an- 
chor, and  to  be  repairing  her  damages,  while  the 
boats  of  the  Russian  fleet  were  flocking  round  to 
tow  her  into  harbour :  in  this  gallant  attempt  they 
had  nearly  succeeded,  when  the  .Centaur  ran  her 
on  board ;  the  Russian  s  bowsprit  took  the  Cen- 
taur's fore«rigging,  and  his  bow  came  in  contact 
With  the  muzzles  of  the  Centaur  s  guns ;  in  this 
poaitkm  the  Russian  reoeiyed  a  whole  raking 
broadside,  which  tore  her  to  pieces ;  her  bowsprit 
next  entangled  with  the  mizen-rigging  of  the  Cen- 
taur ;  Sir  Samuel  Hood  ordered  it  to  be  lashed 
there,  and  the  command  was  instantly  obeyed  by 
Captain  W.  H.  Webley  (now  Parry),  assisted  by 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Centaur.  While  this 
was  going  on,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  very,  destruc- 
tive fire  of  musketry,  which  was  well  returned  by 
Captain  fiayley  and  the  marines,  as  well  as  by  the 
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atem-chase  gima  of  the  Centaur.  Unfortunately 

the  Russian  had  dropped  an  anchor,  which  being 
unknown  to  Sir  Samuel  Uood,  they  found  it  im- 
possible to  move  the  ship.  They  were  now  in  six 
fathoms  water,  and  soon  after  both  grounded ;  aud 
the  Russian  surrendered  after  a  defence^  which  we 
should  have  called  most  honourable,  had  it  not 
been  sullied  by  the  striking  of  his  colours  in  the 
morning.  Captain  Martin  anchored  the  Impla- 
cable in  a  situation  to  heave  the  Centaur  off  the 
shoal,  which  was  fortunately  effected  at  the  mo- 
ment two  oi  the  enemy  s  ships  were  coming  out  to 
take  advantage  of  their  distress. 

The  prize  proved  to  be  the  Sewolod,  of  seventy- 
four  giins;  she  was  fast  on  shore,  and  so  much 
water  in  her,  that  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  after  remov- 
ing the  prisoners  and  wounded,  gave  orders  that 
she  should  be  burnt/ which  wais  done  accordingly. 
>  In  this  action,  we  shall  see  much  to  imitate  and 
admire.  The  chase  was  to  windward ;  two  British 
seventy-fours  led  up  the  Swedish  fleet,  in  pursuit 
of  a  superior  enemy ;  and  be  it  remembered,  that 

only  the  two  British  ships  were  able  to  get  into 
action  with  the  rear  of  that  enemy  from  which  they 
cut  off  and  captured  one  ship  of  the  line :  the  Swed- 
ish ileet,  by  their  presence,  evidently  contributed  to 
the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  The  Centaur  had  three 
killed,  and  twenty-seven  wounded ;  the  Implaca- 
ble six  killed,  and  twenty-seven  wounded.  The 
force  of  the  Swedes  on  that  day,  under  Admual 
JNauckhoff,  amounted  to  ten  sail  of  the  line. 
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Captain  Robert  Cathcart,  in  the  Sea-gull,  a  brig 
oi  iourteea  tweaty-four-pounders«  and  two  long 
six-pounders,  when  cruising  off  Christiansand,  fell 
in  with  a  brig  of  war,  which  he  chased,  and  brought 
to  action ;  when  they  had  engaged  about  twenty 
minutes^  six  large  Danish  gun-boats  mounting  two 
long  twenty-four-poundersy  and  carrying  from  fifty 
to  seventy  men  each,  came  out  from  among  the 
rocksy  and  attacked  the  Sea-gull  indifferent  direc- 
tions, and  the  weather  being  nearly  calm,  had  so 
great  an  advantage,  as  very  soon  to  disable  her. 
In  about  an  hour,  five  of  the  Sea-gull  s  guns  were 
dismounted  on  the  larboard  side,  the  only  side  they 
could  oppose  to  the  enemyi  all  her  sails  and  rigging 

cut  to  pieces,  five  feet  water  in  her  hold,  second 
lieutenant,  master,  sergeant  of  marines,  and  five  of 
her  men  killed ;  Captain  Cathcart,  and  nine  others 
severely  wounded,  and  ten  men  slightly  wouiuled. 
The  vessel  being  perfectly  disabled,  the  British 
colours  were  struck  to  the  Danish  brig  of  war, 
Lougan,  of  twenty  guns,  eighteen  long  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  two  long  sixes,  besides  the  gun- 
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boats  :  scarcely  had  the  wounded  men  been  taken 
out  of  her,  when  the  Sea-gull  went  down.  Cap- 
tain Cathcart  was  most  honourably  acquitted  by  a 
court-martial,  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post- 
captain.  The  Lougan  appears  to  have  been  4he 
same  vessel  which  had  engaged  the  Childers. 

Captain  Lord  George  Stewart*  in  L'AimabIe» 
of  thirty- two  guns,  fell  ia  off  the  M  ell  Bank,  in  the 
North  Seas,  with  Llris,  a  French  national  cor- 
vette, of  twenty-four  gims,  aad  one  hniidfed  and 
sixty  men,  which  he  captured  after  a  chase  of 
twenty-eight  hcMirs,  and  a  Atiti  actioa.  She  was 
from  Dunkirk^  loaded  with  flour,  and  bound  to 
Martinique. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  Captain  James  Caulfeild,  of 
the  Thunder  bomb,  with  the  Piercer,  Charger,  aad 
Turbulent,  gun-brigs,  under  his  orders,  was  passing 
through  Maimo  Sound,  with  a  convoy  of  seventy 
sail  of  merchant  vessels.  The  Danish  giin-boat% 
alwaya  on  the  alert,  and  remarkably  well  manned 
and  conducted,  came  out  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
five,  and  began  a  furious  attack  on  the  convoy,  of 
which  they  very  shortly  captured  twelve  sail ;  aad 
the  Turbulent,  beinc>  disabled,  was  also  forced  to 
submit.  It  bewg  perfectly  calm,  it  was  not  in  tke 
power  of  the  British  officers  to  assist  each  olber. 
The  enemy,  after  their  first  success,  united  their 
whole  force  against  the  Thunder:  the  Piercer 
and  Charger  still  at  too  great  a  distance  to  afford 
him  any  relief.  Captain  Caulfeild,  aft^  four  hours' 

cunteutiou,  obliged  them  lo  fly,  and  retook  twocf 
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kis  etmvoy.  TV>v  liis  galk&i  defence  Captain  CaoU 
feild  received  the  highest  oooim^ndation  of  the 
Commander-in-ohief ;  and  the  merchants  at  Lloyd's 
connected  with  the  Baltic  trade,  presented  him 
with  one  hundred  guineas  to  purchase  a  piece  of 
plate. 

The  Admiral,  after  this  attack  of  the  gun-boats, 
added  the  Africa,  of  sixty-four  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Barrett,  to  the  escort  of  the  merchant 
vessels  passing  through  the  Sound ;  but  the  gun- 
boats were  stiU  as  daring  as  before,  and  attacked 
the  Afirica  OH  one  occasion  with  so  much  perseve- 
rance, that  they  killed  and  wounded  between  thirty 
and  forty  of  her  ciew,  besides  doing  her  other  very 

considerable  injiiry.  The  Mclpumcne,  of  forty-four 
guns,  was  attacked  by  them  near  the  same  place, 
while  lying  at  anchor  in  a  CBlm,  ^i^d  during  a  very 
dark  night.  Captain  Frederick  Warren,  who  com- 
manded the  ship,  did  all  that  became  a  gallant 
officer;  his  men  were  cut  down  at  every  shot, 
while  the  Melpomene  was  unable  to  return  a  gun, 
either  from  the  position  they  had  taken,  or  from 
the  darkness  concealing  their  object :  a  breeze  of 
wind  fortunately  saved  the  ship.  These  facts  are 
sufficient  to  prove  the  nece&sity  of  our  paying 
greater  attention  to  the  gun-^boat  service  in  gene- 
ral :  it  would  be  difficult  to  keep  a  force  of  this 
description,  in  a  country  where  we  had  not  the 
command  of  harbours ;  but  every  ship  of  war 
should  have  as  many  as  she  could  stow,  and  this 
is  very  rarely  the  case.   The  harbour  of  Dover 


Digitized  by  Google 


232  CSANNBL.  [laoe. 

should  always  have  at  least  twelve  ready  to  push 

outside  of  the  piers  in  a  calm,  or  to  run  upon  the 
beach.  In  Gibraltar  bay  we  never  had  a  sufficient 
number  of  gun-boats,  nor  of  a  proper  description. 
The  introduction  of  steam-boats,  if  applied  to  this 
species  of  warfare,  may  produce  a  great  change  in 
the  manner  of  attacking  and  defending  convoys. 

Captain  Caulfeild,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Rus- 
sian fleet  into  Rogeswick,  or  Port  Baltic,  was 
ordered  to  bombard  that  place»  which  he  did  for  a 

fortnight,  ])ut  without  producing  any  visible  effect, 
until  a  shell  fell  into  a  magazine  and  caused  a  de- 
structive explosion.    Sir  James  Saumarez,  who» 
with  a  small  squadron  was  present,  saw  the 
strength  of  the  place  forbade  a  nearer  approach,  or 
more  vigorous  attack,  and  therefore  recalled  the 
Thunder,  whose  destructionhesupposed  inevitable, 
unless  speedily  removed,  the  shot  and  shells  of  the 
enemy  falling  thick  about  her.  Captain  Caulfeild, 
being  regardless  of  the  signal  of  recall,  Sir  James 
sent  an  officer  to  desire  he  would  move  out  of 
gun-shot;  but  the  gallant  officer  returned  for 
answer,  that  ''as  he  conceived  his  position  was  a 
good  one,  he  hoped      might  be  permitted  to 
remain  a  little  longer!" 

On  the  Channel  station  we  have  little  to  relate  of 
national  importance,  but  \vc  have  some  noble  ex- 
amples of  successful  valour  and  seamanship.  Cap- 
tain F.  Lewis  Maitland,  of  the  Emerald,  of  thirty- 
six  guns,  ran  into  the  harbour  of  Vivero,  on  the 
coast  of  Spain,  and  while  his  ship  engaged  two  very 
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strong  batteries,  his  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenants  Bertram  and  Smith,  of  the  Emerald, 
ajid  Meek  and  Hubbard,  of  the  royal  marines, 
landed,  and  took  the  outer  fort  by  storm,  as  they 
would  also  have  done  the  inner  one,  but  having 
ceased  its  hre,  they  could  not  hnd  it  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night.  Lieutenant  Smith,  on  his  land- 
ing, met  with  a  body  of  Spaniards,  whom  he 
immediately  dispersed  or  killed.  A  large  French 
schooner  lying  in  the  harbour  was  boarded  by 
these  gallant  officers  and  taken,  but  being  &st 
aground,  they  were  forced  to  bum  her.  She 
mounted  eight  guns,  was  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  burthen,  and  bad  then  recently  returned 
from  the  Isle  of  France,  with  dispatches.  This, 
though  a  victory,  was  dearly  bought:  the  Emerald 
had  nine  men  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  nevier  known. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  while  Sir  Charles  Cotton 
commanded  the  British  deet  on  the  coast  of  Por- 
tugal, and  the  ports  of  that  kingdom' were  block- 
aded by  our  ships  of  war.  Captain  Conway  Ship- 
ley, of  La  Nymphe,  frigate,  and  Captain  Pigott, 
of  the  Blossom,  sloop  of  war,  agreed  to  board, 
and,  if  possible,  cut  out  a  Portuguese  brig  of  ¥rar, 
of  twenty-two  guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  then  lying  in  the  Tagus,  above  Belam  Castle, 
with  four  boats  from  the  Nymphe,  and  three  from 
the  Blossom,  carrying  in  ail  one  hundred  officers 
and  men.  The  captains  were  to  board  on  opposite 
sides :  unfortunately  an  error  in  the  calculation  of 
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the  tide  delayed  the  attack  till  the  ebb  had  made 
SO  strong  as  to  keep  the  boats  of  the  NyittpbeLSOBio 
time  under  the  fire  of  Hub  hng^  aod  preyenied 
those  oi  the  Blossom  from  getting  alougside  at  alL 
Captain  Shipley,  mfter  receivihg"  ta.  his  gig  Ae 
repeated  di&ckacges  oi  the  enemy's  great  guns  and 
sfloall  anfaa,  boarded  iwr  on  the  larboaid  bow»  ami 
followed  by  his  .brother  (now  the  Rev*)  Charles 
Shiptey»  ^d  his  boats  crewv  leaped  at  once  into 
her  boaidmg  nettings^  when  a  shot  struck  bin), 
aad  1^  fell  overboard.  Mr*  bhipiey^  regardless  of 
eirery  other  eonsideration,  inetantly  commanded 
the  boats  crew  to  save  their  capiain.  The  men 
obeyed,  and  put  off  for  the  pnqioae^  but  he  had 
sunk,  and  never  was  seen  atterwards.  The  officers 

in  the  othei  boats  seeing  Captain  Shipley's  boat 

put  off,  considered  the  enterprise  abandoned,  and 
the  whole  returned  to  their  ships. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  Captain  Edward  Brace,  in 
LaYirginie,  of  forty-four  guns,  fell  m  with,  aod 
engaged,  the  Dutch  frigate  Guelderland,  of  thirty* 
six  gun^  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men. 
The  ship  was  defended  for  one  how  and  a  half 
with  very  surprising  gallantry,  by  the  Dutch  cap- 
tain^  whose  mast^  tell  by  the  board  befai^e  ha  sur* 
vendered-:  twenty'-iive  of  his  men  were 

killed,  and 

ibrty  severely  wounded.  The  Vii^ginie  had  only 
one  man  kifledy  an4  two  wounded. 

Captain  C.  F.  Daly,  in  th^  Cornet,  sloop  of  war, 
ol  eighjkeen  gws,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 

men,  fell  in  with  three  vessejs  of  war,  each  JB 
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appearance  as  large  as  the  Comet.  Captaiu  Daly 
against  sueti  superiority  iiad  no  wish  to  seek  an 
actkm,  'M  therefove  kept  in  his  coulae»  and  tbe 
enemy  iatiimdated  by  this  steadiness,  taciked,  and 
fan :  the  corvette  outsailing  the  two  hng^i  s^a* 
rated  from  them.  Captain  Daly  made  all  sail  in 
diaseof  thebriga;  eame  up  with  one  o£  them;  en^ 
gaged  her  as  dose  as  he  could  lay,  aad  in  twenty 
minutes  took  her.  She  was  called  La  Sylphe, 
amnited  sixteen  twenty-six  pound  carronatdes, 
and  two  long  nines^  with  ninety  men:  she  had 
seven  of  her  officers  and  meii  killed^  and  five  of 
them  wounded:  had  sailed  from  UOtient  two 
chiylB  before,  m  company  with  iier  eonsortSy  who 
so  shamefbliy  forsook  her*  This  gallant  action 
procured  for  Captain  Daly  the  rank  of  post- 
captasar.  '  ,  .       v  - ,  , 

A  firigate  action  of  a  very  superior  Idnd,  was 
fought  off  the  isle  of  Groix,  near  L'Orient,  between 
the  Amethyst,  of  thirty^ight  guns,  commanded 
by  Captam  Seymour,  and  the  French  frigate  La 
Thetis,  of  die  same  fiyrce  in  number  df  guns,  but 
fer  superior  in  complement  of  men.  The  action 
began  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  continued  till 
twenty  minutes  past  twelve^  Soon  after  ten,  the 
French  ingate  fell  on  board  the  Amethyst/ and 
again  separated;  but  at  a  qmfrteiwj^t  eleven,  she 
intentionally  laid  the  British  frigate  on  board,  and 
continued  in  that  situation  until  finally  subdued: 
the  fluke  of  the  Ametfaysf  s  best  bower  anohor  en^ 
tering  the  foremost  main-deck  port  of  tlie  enemy. 
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After  great  slaughter  she  was  boarded  and  taken, 
and  some  prisoners  received  before  tlie  ships  could 
be  separated.   The  prize  was  entirely  dismasted, 
and  much  shattered,  having  her  captain.  Monsieur 
Puisun,  and  the  incredible  number  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  men  killed,  and  one  hundred 
and  two  wounded,  among  whom  were  all  her 
officers  except  three.   The  Amethyst  suffered  also 
more'  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  British 
frigate ;  Lieutenant  Bernard  Kendall,  of  the  royal 
marines,  and  eighteen  men  were  killed,  and  hity- 
one  wounded.  The  prizewas  taken  into  Plymouth; 
and  Captain  Seymour  received  the  well-earned 
honour  of  knighthood  for  his  victory.  Captain 
A.  W.  Schombeig,  in  La  Loire,  of  thirty-eight 
guns,  captured,  after  a  long  chase,  L'Heb6,  French 
corvette,  of  twenty  guns,  with  a  complement  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  men.    She  was  from  Bor- 
deaux, bound  to  St.  Domingo,  loaded  with  flour. 

Early  in  1808,  Admiral  Allemande  escaped  out 
of  Rochefort,  pursued  by  Sir  -Richard  Strachan, 
with  five  sail  of  the  line;  the  enemy  had  about  the 
same  number.   Allemande  entered  the  Straits, 
and  proceeded  to  Toulon,  where  he  joined  Gan- 
theaume ;  and  that  officer,  with  ten  sail  of  the  line 
and  four  frigates,  sailed  with  troops  for  Corfu.  Sir 
Richard  Strachan,  having  lost  ail  traces  of  his 
enemy,  steered  for  Palermo,  whence  he  dispatched 
the  Spartan  tod  Lavinia  frigates  for  intelligence. 
The  Spartan,  touching  at  Cagliari,  learned  that 
Gantheaume  had  been  seen  steering  to  the  south- 
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ward;  this  mfoimation  was  immediately  conveyed 
by  that  ship  to  Lord  Collingwood,  whom  she  fell 
in  with  oft  Maritimo,  in  quesl  ol  the  enemy.  His 
l4ordship  going  first  to  Naples,  sailed  thence  round 
the  south'west  end  of  Sicily,  detaching  the  Spartan 
to  cruise  between  Cape  Bonn  and  Sardmia,  where, 
on  the  1st  of  April,  she  discovered  the  French  fleet 
carrying  a  press  of  sail  to  get  to  the  westward.  Cap- 
tain (now  Sir  Jahleel)  Brenton,  placing  his  ship 
about  two  leagues  on  the  weather  beam  of  the 
French  Admiral,  under  an  easy  sail,  watched  his  mo- 
tions during  the  day ;  the  enemy  chased,  but  with- 
out g^ning  on  him;  in  the  evenmg,  having  previ- 
ously prepared  his  launch  with  a  temporary  deck, 
he  hove  to,  and  sent  her  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Coffin  with  dispatches  toTrepani,  then 
one  hundred  and  tiurty  miles  distant.  This  officer 
narrowly  escaped  capture  by  the  enemy's  fleets 

which,  before  he  had  got  two  miles  from  the  ship, 
came  close  upon  hmi;  he  very  judiciously  lowered 
his  sails,  and  lay  quiet  until  they  had  passed.  He 
reached  Trepani  on  the  following  evening,  whence, 
dispatching  the  launch  agreeably  to  his  orders  to 
Malta,  he  set  oflF  for  Palermo,  and  gave  the  intelli- 
gence to  Rear-admiral  Martin.  The  launch  reached 
Malta  oil  the  thud  day,  and  vessels  were  detached 
in  every  direction  in  search  of  the  British  fleet;  the 
enemy  in  the  mean  time  continued  in  chase  of  the 
Spartan,  dividing  on  opposite  tacks,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  change  of  wind,  so  frequent  in 
the  Mediterranean.   Confident  in  the  sailing  qua- 
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lities  of  his  ship,  the  Captain  at  night  agaiti  placed 
liimself  on  the  weatket-beam  of  the  i^rench  Admi- 
ral;  and  ti  daylight  made  sail  fttrtn  him  on  die  op- 
posite tack,  to  kicrease  the  chanoe  of  failing  in  with 
the  British  fleet.  Vhe  enemy  taoked  in  chase :  the 
Spartan  was  becalmed,  whilst  they  were  coming 
Jup  with  the  breeae^  and  Soar  ft  Aort  time  her  cap- 

turc  appeared  almost  iQc\  itable  ;  but  as  she  caught 
the.  breeze,  .she 'agaia  took  her  position  en  theJld- 
mlirsd^s  weather  beam.  This  was  the  olese  of  the 
third  day ;  when  a  frigate  was  seen  to  run  along 
tliB  French  Ikie^  and#8peak  aU  the  ships  in  suooes- 
sion:  soon  after  the  whole  of  them  bore  up,  steer- 
iftg  wkk  the  wind  a-foeam ;  and  the  Cap^tam  of  the 
Spartan  concluding  tliat  the  French  Admiral  had 
shaped  his  conrse  for  the  Giit  of  Gibraltar,  and  had 
given  up  the  dhase^  steered  the  same  way,  with  a 
strong  breeze  at  H.N.W,  The  night  was  exoes^ 
aiMly  dark»  and  a  most  atixiom  lock-oat  was  kept 
for  the.  enemy :  at  half  past  seven  they  were  dis^ 
covered  o&  the  lee  quarter,  dose  hauled,  and  very 
near :  this  was  evidently  a  stratagem  of  Gan- 
theamtie's  ;to  get  to  windward  of  his  enemy ;  but 
the  manceuvre  failed.  All  hands  were  on  deck,  and 
at  ttieir  stations ;  the  Spartan  wore  and  crossed 
file  enemy  within  gun-shot,  btfore  they  could  take 
any  advauitage  of  their  position ;  the  f  rench  squa- 
dron also  wove  in  chase,  and  the  nest  monung 
was  hull  down  to  leeward. 
.  The  fourth  day  was  passed  in  the  same  mmier; 
the  Spartan  keeping  ^  constant  and  anxious  look- 
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out  for  theBiStidifleet^  while  the  enemy  crowded 
every  sail  in  pursuit.of  iic^ ;  ifa  ^ ^Bi^etikig'a  shift 
of  wind  brought  them  to  windward,  and  the  night 
being  very  squatty  and  dark,  Captnn  Bi^nlon  lost 
iight  of  them,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  to 
Ikfinorca,  to  asceitaiu  whether  Gantbeaume  had 
gone  there  to  get  possession  of  the  Spani&h  ships 
of  the  Ime  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon :  maidng  Mount 
TcftOf  -h  heavy  gale  prevented  his  leconnoitriiig  the 

port,  and  he  steered  for  Cadiz,  to  put  Admiral 
Pwis  on  his  guald.  Gandieaume^  notwithstand- 
ing the  vigilance  with  which  he  WW  watoiied,*6i«ded 
the  pursuit  of  his  enemies,  and  returned  to  Toulon; 
where  he  was  dosely  blockaded,  ^idi  'sll  his  flee^ 
which  soon  increased  to  sixteen  sail  of  the  line. 

That  Admiral  Qantheautae  did  relieve  Corfu  is 
most  true ;  but  that  he  cruised  a  few  days  on  the 
coast  of  Afneei,  as  has  been  asserted,  is  very  im^ 
probable.  We  know  that  he  canied  all  possible 
sail  against  a  north-west  wind,  and  was  unable  to 
weatfher  Sardinia :  a  landsnun  might  perhaps  eaU 
this  cruising;  we  do  net  ao  consider  it  in  the 
navy. 

That  two  hostile  fleets  should  be  at  sea,  and  not 
fall  in  with  each  other,  even  if  both  were  anxious 
to  meet,  might  appear  strange  to  any  person  uto- 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  we  can  therefore 
easily  aofcount  for  .Mr.  Jajmes's  trond^;  hvH  Iheie 
was  no  want  of  vigilance  or  attention  on  the  plirt 
of  oar  «ival)dflbiei«,  in  the  M^ditesranean,  lis  to 
as  regarded  the  escape  of  Gantheaume^  .^ifliQ  was 
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t8  anxious  to  avoid  an  intenriew  as  Lord  CoUing- 

wood  was  to  get  sight  of  ium. 

In  the  month  of  December,  Captain  Searle,  in 
the  Grasshopper,  captured  off  Carthagena  one  out 
of  three  vessels  of  war  which  had  come  on  purpose 
to  take  him ;  and  in  the  month  of  April,  1808,  the 
same  officer,  in  company  with  Captain  Maxwell, 
of  the  Alceste,  attacked  a  large  convoy  bound  out 
of  Cadiz  to  the  northward,  when  oil'  Rota  (the 
Mercury  frigate  in  company),  the  enemy  wbb 
discovered  coming  close  along  shore,  escorted  by 
twenty  gun-boats,  and  a  numerous  train  of  flying 
artillery  ou  the  beach.    Notwithstanding  these, 
and  shot  and  shells  from  the  batteries  of  Rota, 
seven  sail  of  the  convoy  were  taken,  two  of  the 
gun*boats  sunk,  and  the  others  compelled  to  re- 
treat. The  Grasshopper,  drawing  the  least  water, 
was  the  most  distinguished  vessel  in  this  atfair : 
she  ran  so  near  the  batteries,  as  to  drive  the 
people  out  with  her  grape-shot,  keeping  at  the 
same  time  a  division  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats 
in  check,  which  had  come  out  of  Cadiz  to  assist 
the  convoy.    The  captures  were  ejected  by  the 
boats  of  all  the  ships,  under  the  command  of  the 
Lieutenants  Stewart,  Allen,  Fipon,  Gordon  and 
Whylock ;  W.  O.  Pell,  of  the  Mercury,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hawkey,  of  the  royal  marines.    The  prizes 
were  loaded  with  naval  stores  bound  to  Cadiz. 
The  affair  took  place  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
in  the  presence  oi  an  enemy  's  fleet  of  eleven  sail 
of  the  line. 
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The  Grasshopper  had  the  honour  very  soon  after 
of  performing  still  more  brilliant  deeds.  On  the 
aith  of  April,  in  company  with  the  Rapid  gun-biig, 
Lieutenant  W.  F.  Bough,  on  the  coast  of  Spain, 
she  fell  in  with  two  merchant  ships,  nnder  the 
protection  of  four  heavy  gun-boats.  After  a  short 
chase,  they  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  of  Faro, 
followed  by  the  British  vessels,  which  immediately 
anchored  within  reach  of  grape-shot ;  and  after  an 
action  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  the  people  on  shore 
fled  from  their  guns,  two  of  the  gun-boats  surren* 
dered,  and  the  other  two  ran  on  shore ;  the  two 
merchant  ships  were  taken,  and  proved  to  be 
worth  30,000/.  each. 

In  Xoveinber,  the  boats  of  the  Renomm6e  and 
Grasshopper,  attacked  and  captured  two  armed 
vessels  under  the  protection  of  the  Torre  del 
Estacio ;  one  was  a  Spanish  brig,  the  other  a 
French  tartane. 

Captain  Thomas  Usher,  m  the  Redwing,  a  brig 
of  eighteen  guns,  fell  in  with  a  convoy  of  Spanish 

merchant  vessels,  escorted  by  gun-boats,  the  winds 
being  light,  the  enemy  handed  their  sails,  and  ap- 
proached the  Redwing  in  a  near  line  as  if  deter^ 
mined  to  fa^ard  her ;  when  bo  close  as  not  to  run 
the  risk  of  expending  a  shot  in  vain,  Captain  Usher 
opened  bis  fire,  and  after  an  action  of  near  two 
hours,  the  enemy  fled,  pushing  their  vessels  into 

the  surf,  and  leaving  their  wounded  men  to  the 
m^cy  of  their  generous  enemies.  The  seamen  of 
the  tledwing  in  vain  endeavoured  with  their  boats 

▼OL.  IV,  R         '  ^ 
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to  reacue  these  unfortonale  people  from  drowning, 

but  tlie  surf  was  too  high;  and  in  a  short  time 

many  of  these  vessels  were  sunk^  some  were  de- 
stroyed in  the  surf,  and  othm  were  captured ; 
three  only  escaped.  The  number  of  vessels^  and 
tlieir  foroe^  as  opposed  to  the  Redwing,  are  as 

foUows  : 


Boreta*- 


No.  3 


•  •  9  94  poundm 

\it] — 


Mo.  107  

A  Mitticoy  of  • 
A  Fdnsca,  of 


{ 2  24) 
1  aaj 


• » • 


1  24 
9  6 
4  6 

4  a 


60 

m> 

30 
40 


Sunk 

bunk 

Suiik 


25 


>•  •  •  •  • 


Sunk 

•  Escaped 
Tsk«n 

•  Escaped 

Seven  merchant  veiteli  captured^  four  annki  and  one  eicaped. 

This,  we  think,  is  giving  ii  very  good  account  ol" 
an  enemy.  The  Redwing  had  only  one  man  killed* 
and  three  wounded.  This  was  the  last  action  be- 
tween our  marine  and  that  of  Spain. 

The  Spaniards,  ever  since  the  battle  off  Cape 

St.  Vincent,  in  the  year  1797,  had  entertained  feel- 
ings towards  Great  Britain  very  different  to  those 
which  had  been  instilled  into  them  by  the  artfiil 
poUcy  of  the  court  of  France,  cultivated  writh  so 
much  success  by  the  Convention,  the  Directory^ 

and  finally  by  Xapoleon  Bonaparte.   As  they  did 

not  possess  the  liberty  of  the  press,  their  know- 
ledge ofour  true  character  was  very  limited;  their 
intercourse  with  the  British  officers,  after  that  bat- 
tie,  tore  aside  the  veil  by  which  they  had  been  kept 
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in  ignorance  of  the  true  causes  of  the  war  between 
England  and  Spain.  This  newly-acquired  infor- 
mation was  quickly  spread  from  the  sea-coast  to 
Madrid^  and  produced  in  a  few  years  a  wonderftil 
change  in  our  favour. 

From  the  moment  of  tiie  retreat  of  the  in&- 
tuated  Ferdinand  to  Bayonne,  the  people  of  SpaU 
threw  oti  ail  restraint,  and  no  longer  concealed 
their  indignation  at  the  conduct  of  Napoleon;  a 
spint  of  insurrection  shewed  itself  in  almost  every 
comer  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  words  of  Talley- 
rand  and  Fouche  were  repeated  by  the  dismayed 
Frenchmen, Laissez  la  L'Espagne."^ 

The  council  of  Seville,  one  of  the  principal  pro- 
vincial jurisdictions  of  Spain,  availed  itself  of  the 
statutes  in  the  Constitution  which  authorize  it  to 
reject  the  orders  of  the  supreme  council  of  Madrid, 
when  the  capital  shall  be  in  possession  of  foreign 
troops;  that  body  therefore  assumed  an  inde- 
pendent authority  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  VII., 
whom  it  proclaimed  king,  formally  declared  war 
against  France,  appealing  to  the  Spanish  nation 
fiMT  support,  and  its  supremacy  was  acknowledged 

by  most  of  the  provinces.  In  Andalusia  the  people 
flocked  to  the  standard  of  the  J  unta  of  Seville ;  men 
"Were  raised  and  armed,  and  Castanbs  appointed  to 
the  chief  command.  Many  small  detachments  of 
the  French  were  cut  off,  and  in  most  instances 
massacred.   General  Dupont  was  at  that  time  in 

•  «  Let  SpatQ  alone.** 

.    ft  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


f44  ll£DliKRHAN£AN. 

the  south  of  Spain,  with  an  army  of  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  thousand  men. 

The  Portaguese  rose  in  arms  simultaaeoasly 
with  the  Spaniards;  and  the  whole  peninsula, 
from  the  Pjnrenees  to  the  ocean,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean, bieatiied  nothing  but  vengeance  against 
i)ie  French  and  Napoleon. 

This  brings  us  to  that  importaut  era  in  the 
history  of  Europe,  when  tiie  war  of  the  revolution 
look  an  entirely  new  turn,  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  rational  liberty  and  good  order  in  society.  But 
Spain  could  scarcely  expect  deliverance  from  her 
own  hands.  Bigotry,  superstition,  ignorance,  and 
slavery,  the  natural  and  invariable  results  of  the 
neglect  of  learning,  and  the  enormous  power  of 
the  Catholic  priesthood,  had  left  this  beautiful 
portion  of  Europe  almost  without  a  hero  to  assert 
her  cause.  Romana  was  a  brave  soldier,  and 
beloved  by  his  countrymen,  but  the  artful  Na- 
poleon had  removed  him  and  his  gallant  army  far 
away  from  the  calls  of  their  native  land. 

In  this  state  of  despondency,  with  their  coast 
from  Bayonne  to  Rosas  surrounded  by  British 
cruisers  intercepting  every  cargo  from  her  colo- 
nies, while  a  French  army  rioted  in  the  interior, 
and  imperiously  demanded  that  treasure  for  its 

support  which  Spain  had  not  to  give,  the  uii* 
happy  people  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  £nglish  . 
for  detiverance,  and  were  not  disappointed.  The 
inhabitants  of  Cadiz  were  the  hrst  to  call  for  our 
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assistance*  and  loudly  deoianded  that  the  fire 

of  the  batteries  should  be  turned  on  the  French 
squadron  of  hve  sail  of  the  line,  then  lying  in 
the  harbour,  under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral 
Rossilly.  To  this  demand,  the  Marquis  de  Solano 
replied,  ''that  much  as  he  was  disposed  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  ships,  Spain  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  commence  hostilities  against  the  French." 
Shortly  after  the  Grovemor  gave  out  his  pass  and 
countersign — ' '  Paris"  and  '  *  apoleon. "  This, 
thougli  perhaps  meaning  nothing,  was  fatal  to  him. 
Ilie  mob  surrounded  bis  house,  and  furiously 
demanded  to  see  him.   He  had  been  frequently 

cautioned  to  quit  the  city.  The  unhappy  marquis, 
conscious  that  was  doing  his  duty,  disregarded 
the  advice  of  all  his  friends  until  it  was  too  late. 
Mrs.  Strange,  an  Irish  lady  long  resident  in  Cadiz, 
concealed  him  in  her  house.  The  mob  broke  in 
and  demanded  his  person :  she  denied  any  kiiow- 
'  ledge  of  him :  they  made  her  swear  to  it,  which 
she  did,  with  heroic  resolution,  and  received  a 
pistol-shot  in  her  arm.  Her  house  had  then  re- 
cently been  painted,  and'  in  an  angular  comer 
there  was  a  closet,  concealed  by  a  sort  of  sliding 
door:  into  this  she  had  thrust  the  marquis, 
where  he  might  have  remained  in  saicty  till  night, 
had  not  a  painter,  who  had  been  employed  in 
the  house,  shewed  the  place  of  his  concealment. 
The  miserable  victim  was  dragged  forth  and  in- 
sulted. Mrs.  Strange  narrowly  escaped  with  her 
life.    They  fiercely  demanded  how  she  could  take 
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a  £aUse  ,oath?  she  boldly  replied,  To  save  the 
life  of  an  ianoceot  man !"  and  they  let  her  go  with 
mingled  applause  and  disapprobation.  Solano  was 
hurried  away  to  the  Fish^market:  the  poissardes 
are  ever  active  revolutionists.  Here  he  received  a 
stab  under  his  right  shoulder,  and  turning  round 
to  see  whence  the  blowcame,  he  calmly  exclaimed, 

£s  possible!'^  Instantly  the  rabble  fell  upon 
him,  tore  him  in  pieces,  and  bathed  their  hands 
and  their  handkerchiefs  in  his  blood,  which  they 
displayed  as  tokens  of  victory.  He  was  succeeded 
in  his  office  by  Don  Thomas  de  xMorla,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  provisional  government  The 
war  between  England  and  Spain  ended  with  the 
life  of  Solano.  France  bad  a  large  army  in  the 
peninsula.  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  assumed  the 
sceptre  at  Madrid,  but  was  quickly  compelled  to 
fly  virith  his  guards,  and  seek  safety  on  his  frontier. 

Lord  CoUing'svood  ,  commanding  the  British  fleet 
off  Toulon,  was  perfectly  aware  of  what  was  pass- 
ing in  Spain,  and  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
Rear-admiral  Purvis  off  Cadiz. 

Ocfos,      TmUom,  mh  Ma^,  IBOd. 

Sir, 

The  isfofiiuitioii  whicb  I  Iwve  receivMl  fiom  Lieutenant' 
genenl  Sir  Hew  Dali^fmple,  of  the  preienl  state  of  aiaiis  is 
Spato,  and  the  probability  of  war  between  that  natioo  and 
f^Doe  is  most  importaot,  and  will  require  the  oiost  careful 
wsteh  that  the  Fieach  ships  now  in  the  poit  of  G^s  do  "^f 
escape  from  thence. 

If  any  convention  or  agreement  should  be  made  by  yott  with 
the  Spanish  Governor,  bt  fore  1  come  down,  for  the  giving  up 
the  French  ships  in  the  port,  it  would  he  proper  that  at  least 
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fix  hostages,  men  of  rank  In  Spain,  and  two  Spanish  ships 
should  be  scnl  out  tu  you.  btfore  the  British  fleet  tnicrs  the 
porl  to  seize  on  them  ;  and  that  the  fortresses  of  St.  Catli<  rine 
(ocar  St.  Mar^),  should  r<  ceive  an  English  gurribon,  to  conliime 
there  no  longer  than  until  the  affairs  ot  the  port  of  Ca<iiz  are 
sttikd,  and  the  French  ships  taken  possesiiion  ot,  for  which 
purpose  I  have  written  to  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  to  provide 
the  necessary  troops. 

Hie  French  fleet  in  Tonkm  k  fitlmgy  Iml  nakca  mo  appear* 
ance  which  indicates  sailing  soon.  I  purpose,  unless  something 
occurs  to  [ffeveat  me,  coming  down  Ihc  liediternmoao,  and 
jouuBg  the  squadfoi  off  Cadis  ai  sooo  is  I  hm  mt4e  Urn 
tmBfemtnU  hm« 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

COLUNGWOOD. 

JOHN  CH.  PURVIS. 

For  eleven  years,  with  the  ezceptioa  of  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  the  English  had  blockaded  Cadiz;  but 
England,  the  Spaniards  knew»  possessed  hoaour, 
bravery,  and  a  hatred  of  tyranny  and  oppression. 
The  French  squadron  under  Rossilly  had  taken 
possession  of  the  harbour,  and  used  the  dock-yard 
and  the  stores  at  the  Caraccas  as  their  own.  The 
tide  of  popular  opinion  had  long  been  tumipg 
agaimt  the  French  in  the  peninsula :  their  rapacity 
and  cruelty  had  disrated  the  Spaniards  in  the 
same  proportion  as  they  adaiiied  the  generosity 
and  humanity  of  the  English. 

The  events  at  Madrid  in  May,  and  on  the  sea 
coast  at  the  same  time,  had  produced  the  ferment 
which  reached  the  extremities  of  the  kingdom ;  . 
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early  iufomiation  was  sent  off  to  Sir  Hew  DaU 
rymple,  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  to  Kear- 
admiral  Purvis,  commanding  the  detachment  be- 
fore Cadiz^  and  by  these  officers,  the  above  let- 
ter, being  printed  in  Spanish,  was  circulated 
throughout  Andalusia,  in  answer  to  which  they 
received  an  address  as  follows : 

The  Spaniab  nstioo  considering  tli«  reimacialioifr  of  Hieir 
princes  in  favoar  of  Napoleon  to  be  fendeved  nvll  and  vM  by 
its  violenee,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature,  have  united  and 

agrocd  to  resist  those  violences  nnd  frauds,  and  have  established 
a  form  of  government  at  Seville  wliich  they  have  denomiaated 
the  Sopreme  Council.  This  government  desires  peace  with  the 
British  empire,  baviog  always  lored  it,  but  as  the  present  state 
of  agitation  does  not  admit  of  long  negoliatioiiSy  it  therefore 
explains  itself  in  the  following  brief  Articles  ; 

1.  The  peace  of  Vm  lo  be  reyived  in  all  its  points. 

%  As  France  is  the  common  enemy,  we  persuade  ourselves 
that  Great  Britaiv  will  assist  us  with  all  the  necessary  means  io 
her  power. 

3.  The  securit)  of  the  Americas  docs  not  depend  on  the 
forces  that  may  attack  them,  but  upon  the  intelh^ence  of  the 
resolutions  formed  by  the  Sj);iiiis[i  nation  being  promptly  con- 
veyed to  them;  for  this  reason  it  is  indispensable  to  di<:patcb, 
without  being  liable  to  interruptions,  officers  and  intelligence  to 
the  principal  ports. 

4.  It  will  doubtless  facilitate  our  operations  if  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  British  squadrons  or  cruisers. 

6.  The  Freuch  squadron  now  in  this  port  (Cadia),  shall  be 
sstaimoDed,  and  reduced  as  soon  as  peace  is  made  and  con- 
firmed, and  in  the  mean  time  it  is  securely  shut  up  In  this  port. 

The  nation  thinks  first  of  making  a  formal  declaration  of  war 
against  Napoleon. 

0.  These  polnta  being  agreed  upon,  plenipotentiaries  shall  be 
named  to  treat  and  arrange  the  necessary  details. 

Received  Sd  of  June,  1808. 

JOHN  CH.  PURVIS. 
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The  Brititb  comDaiidcn  off  C«dii  baateo  to  tnuMmit  the 
foUowing  «Dtwer  to  tbe  Articles  submitted  Itst  oiglit  for  their 
considenition,  through  the  aediam  of  Sir  John  Gore  and  Sir 

Geo  Smith,  of  lib  Britaimic  Majesty's  naval  and  land  services: 

1.  The  British  eominaiiders  are  not  vested  with  powers  to 
receive  any  propositions  as  the  basis  of  a  peace  between  the 
British  and  Spanish  nations,  but  they  wiil  cordially  mid  honour- 
ably receive  and  convey  to  England,  in  a  British  man  of  war, 
vvjth  i^ll  possible  dispatch,  such  bpaoisb  couiiuissioners  as  may 
be  selected  to  treat  for  peace  between  the  two  nations. 

2.  As  the  British  admiral  is  at  present  bound  by  instructions 
which  he  does  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  depart  from  alto- 
gether, a  partial  armiitice  can  alone  be  acceded  to,  pending  the 
pleasure  of  the  British  government,  on  the  condition  that  any 
British  merchant  ships  and  vessels  shall  have  free  and  undis- 
tnrbcd  ingress  and  egress  at  the  port  of  Cadiz,  witli  liberty  to 
haport  and  dispose  of  all  articles  of  British  manulactnre  and 
prodace  on  the  most  fsvonred  terms,  and  in  the  same  manner  aa 
if  peace  actnally  eilsted  between  tbe  British  and  Spanish  nations. 
On  tbe  other  band,  all  Spanbh  coasting  vessels  shall  be  per* 
nutted  to  navigate  freely  from  and  to  tbe  port  of  Cadia,  with 
all  articles  of  provision  and  mercbandisei  eiccpting  naval  and 
militaty  stores,  or  articles  that  can  be  converted  into  such, 
which  must  be  admitted  under  u  special  communicatiou  and 
agreement  between  the  two  parties. 

3.  The  Britisii  commanders  will  readily  grant  passports  for 
feluccas  to  convey  Spanish  othcers,  dispatches,  and  ititcliigeiice 
to  their  frans-mariiie  possessions  and  colonies,  iu  order  to 
counteracl  the  views  of  Iho  coinmon  enenry. 

4.  Before  the  foregoing  articles  can  be  agreed  on,  it  is  ex- 
pected, and  it  will  be  considered  for  the  mutual  honour  and  benefit 
of  the  British  and  Spanish  nations,  to  take  immediate  steps  for 
reducing  or  destroying  the  French  squadron,  and  constitnting 
tbe  officers  and  crews  prisoners  of  war,  because,  whilst  a  French 
fiag  is  flying  in  the  harbour  of  Cidis,  I  be  British  commanders 
wiU  not  be  justified  fo  tlieir  government  in  landing  troops  for 
the  cooperation  with  tbe  Spaniards,  and  it  will  be  indispensable 
als»  to  continue  (while  the  French  flag  is  fiying)  a  British 
Ibiockading  squadron,  which  tbe  government  of  Great  Britain 
night  otherwise  consider  quite  nnnecessary.  It  most  be  likewise 
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uodmtood  that  alt  Fnocli  privateers,  guu-boats,  it^  ate  l»<be 
excluded  horn  the  Spanish  ports* 

Given  on  board  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship.  Atlas,  3d  June, 
1808. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  PURVIS,  Rear-adminiL 

B.  SPENCBR,  Major-geoenl. 

J.  C.  PURVIS. 

Admiral  Rossilly  placed  his  squadron  in  a  de* 

fensive  position  in  the  channel  leading  to  the 
Caraccas,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  works  of 

Cadiz,  where  he  refused  to  listen  to  any  terms. 
The  Spanish  gun  and  mortar  boats^  and  the  bat- 
teries erected  on  the  isle  of  Leon,  commenced 
hostilities  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
9th»  and  the  firing-xontinued  on  both  sides  till 
night.  It  was  renewed  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
by  the  Spaniards,-  and  partially  continued  till  two, 
when  a  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted  by  the  French 
admiral,  but  the  terms  proposed  by  him  were  re- 
jected,  and  the  Spaniards  augmented  their  wofks. 
The  offer  of  assistance  from  the  British  rear- 
admiral  and  general  was  declined,  as  the  Spaniards 
wished  to  have  all  the  honour  to  themselves.  The 
truth  was,  they  saw  that  as  long  as  the  British 
squadron  lay  off  Cadiz,  the  French  could  not 
escape,  and  that,  con^iequently,  they  must  surren- 
der, without  the  active  interference  of  the  English, 
A  small  French  force  havmg  assembled  at  Trevisa^ 
with  an  intention  of  entering  Spain  by  passing  the 
Guadiana,  Admiral  Purvis,  to  evince  his  zeal  in  the 
cause,  sent  three  sail  of  the  line  off  the  mouth  of 
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that  river^  and  a  land  force  of  British  troops  was 
prepared  to  marck  to  co-operate  with  them  against 
the  common  enemy. 

The  Situation  of  Admiral  Rossilly  now  became 
critical;  from  the  harbour  of  Cadiz  he  had  no 
means  of  escapmg.  He  proposed  to  dismantle  and 
disarm  hit  ahipa,  and  keep  his  people  on  board, 
without  shewing  any  colours.    xVlorla  would  not 
aeeede  to  the  terms  proposed,  nor  to  any  bat  an 
vnconditional  surrender,  which  at  length  took 
place  on  the  i4tby  when  the  Spanish  colours  were 
displayed  on  board  the  French  ships.   On  this 
occasion  the  popular  excitement  against  their 
oppressors  exceeded  all  bounds.   The  British 
squadron  was  immediately  admitted  into  the  har- 
bour^  with  the  most  joyful  acclamations:  as  soon 
as  the  account  of  this  event  reached  England, 
about  8000  Spanish  phsonera  were  liberated  and 
conTeyed  back  to  their  native  country ;  and  the 
union  of  the  two  nations  was  complete,  without 
tike  form  of  a  declaration.   Admiral  Purvis  de- 
tached the  Windsor  Castle,  with  a  land  force 
under  the  command  of  General  Spencer,  to  assist 
tiie  Royalists  near  Ayamonte.    On  bis  arrival^ 
Major-general  Spencer  inibrmed  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  the  appearance  of  the  British  force 
had  induced  the  French  to  retire  towards  Lisbon. 
The  Windsor  Castle  was  immediately  joined  by 
the  Zealous,  of  seventy-four  guns,  with  a  body  of 
troops  embarked  in  transports :  they  came  to  an- 
diof  in  Lagos  bay,  and  Junot,  the  French  com- 
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mander-in-cliief  in  Portugal,  was  now  forced  to 
retire  and  act  on  the  defensive  in  Lisbon. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  Lord  Collingwood,  who 
had  arrived  off  Cadiz,  received  information  from 
the  Governor,  that  the  commissioners  nominated 
by  the  Junta  of  Seville,  to  negotiate  a  peace  with 
fingland,  would  be  ready  to  embark  in  two  days ; 
and  Sir  John  Gore  was  ordered  to  convey  them  to 
En^and,  in  the  Revenge,  of  seventy-four  guns. 
Application  was  also  made  to  his  Lordship,  by  the 
same  autiionty,  to  give  a  passport  to  ^  Spanish 
frigate,  and  four  dispatch  vessels,  to  carry  to  the 
several  governments  and  presidencies  iii  the  West 
Indies  information  of  the  events  which  had  hap« 
pened  in  Spain,  and  their  instructions  to  the  Gro- 
vernors.  They  also  requested,  that  a  British  sloop 
of  war  might  take  out  officers  to  that  country, 
whose  presence  there  was  of  importance :  tiiis  re- 
quest they  urged  as  affording  a  proof  to  the  colonies 

of  their  connexion  w  ith  Ureal  Britain. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  Captain  Creyke,  of  the 
Eclipse  sloop  of  war,  addressed  a  letter  to  Sir 
Charles  Cotton,  from  Oporto,  in  which  he  described 
the  revolutions  and  counter-revolutions  which  had 
succeeded  each  other  in  that  city ;  at  length,  the 
populace  inflamed  by  the  priests,  broke  open  the 
depots,  and  supplied  themselves  with  twenty-five 
thousand  stand  of  arms.  From  that  moment  the 
French  authority  ceased ;  D'Oliveira,  the  governor, 
was  displaced,  and  the  bishop  of  Oporto  elected 
in  his  room.    Twenty  thousand  men  instantly 
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marched  to  meet  the  French,  who  had  advanced 
with  only  nine  hundred,  to  within  six  leagues  of 

Oporto.    Portugal  was  m  arms  from  north  to 

south ;  and  such  was  the  popular  hatred  against 
the  French)  that  the  Captains  Creyke  and  Jones 
ot  his  Majesty's  navy,  after  having  begged  the  life 
of  the  French  intendant  of  police,  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  conveying  hiox  to  their  boat;  love  and 
respect  for  the  English  alone  prevented  the  popu** 

lace  from  tearing  him  in  pieces. 

At  St.  Andero,  on  the  25th  of  June,  Captain 
George  Digby,  of  the  Cossack,  of  twenty -two 
guns,  and  Captain  C.  F.  Daly,  of  the  Comet, 
finding  that  the  French  army  had  gained  the  pass 

of  the  mountains,  and  was  approaching  the  town, 
and  that  the.  inhabitants  were  flying  in  every  direc- 
tion, landed  and  blew  up  the  magazmes,  and  spiked 
aU  the  guns.  Having  accomplished  this,  the  British 
oiBoers  had  only  time  to  put  off  with  their  boats, 
when  the  French  army  entered  the  town.  Cap-* 
tain  Daly  was  severely  scorched  by  the  explosion; 
as  was  Lieutenant  Read,  of  the  royal  marines. 

The  cause  of  the  French  in  the  Peninsula  ap« 
peared  to  be  perfectly  desperate,  when  on  the 
24th  of  July,  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  the  commander- 
in-chief  at  Gibraltar,  acquainted  government  with 
the  surrender  of  the  French  army  to  that  of  Cas- 
lanos*  This  force  amounted  to  fourteen  thousand ; 

of  which' eight  thousand  were  under  Dupont,  and 

six  thousand  under  General  Wedei*  This  event 
caus^.the  evacuation  of  Madrid  by  the  new  lung 
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and  his  army,  who  retreated  to  Segovia.  The 

whole  of  Andalusia  was  cleared  of  French  troops, 
and  the  British  were  every  where  received  as 
friends  and  liberators.  This  intelligence  was  of- 
ficially communicated  to  Lord  Collxngwoodby  the 
Supreme  Junta  of  Seville.  Still  more  important 
events  crowd  upon  us  in  the  course  of  that  interest- 
ing year :  the  celebrated  Sir  Arthur  WeUesley,  who 
had  distinguished  himself  in  India,  and  at  Copen- 
hagen^ was  sent  with  an  army  to  support  the  For* 
tuguese,  and  preserve,  if ,  possible,  the  remnant  of 
liberty  existing  on  the  Continent. 

This  distinguished  warrior  sailed  from  Cork  on 
the  12th  pf  July,  1808,  with  about  ten  thousand 
men ;  and  leaving  the  fleet  as  soon  as  he  had  got 
dear  of  the  coast,  he  made  sail  in  a  frigate  for 
Coruima,  where  he  arrived  on  the  20th.  By  this 
timely  effort  of  diligence  he  obtained  the  most  va- 
luable information  before  his  troops  arrived,  and 
agreed  with  the  Junta  of  Gallicia  to  land  with  his 
army  at  Porto,  to  which  he  immediately  went. 
The  French  had  at  this  time  gained  the  victory  of 
Rio  Seco.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  received  on  his 
arrival  at  Porto,  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Cotton, 
advismg  him  to  leave  the  troops  either  at  Porto, 
or  the  mouth  of  the  Mondego,  and  join  him  at  Lis- 
bon. The  fleet  was  accordingly  ordered  to  Mon* 
dego  Bay;  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  went  to  Lis- 
bon, where  he  learned  that  General  Spencer  had 
landed  his  troops  m  Andalusia.  Sir  Arthur  ordered 
the  General  to  join  him  off  the  coast  of  Portugal^ 
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and  determined  to  attack  tlic  French  army  under 
Junot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon,  where  the 
enemy  was  reported  to  have  from  sixteen  to 
eighteen  thousand  men.  Returning  instantly  to 
Mondego  Bay,  he  landed  on  the  Ist  of  August; 
though,  owing  to  bad  weather,  the  whole  of  his 
ar^y  was  not  on  shore  till  the  5th,  He  heard  of 
the  defeat  of  Dupont;  and  received  advice  from 
his  own  government,  that  Brigadier-general  Ackr 
land,  with  five  thousand,  and  Sir  John  Moore, 
with  ten  thousand  troops,  were  conung  to 
assistance. 

General  Spencer  joined  him  on  the  5th,  and  his 
^  corps  was  not  landed  before  the  7th  and  8th.  (See 
Sonthey's  Peninsula  War,  vol.  i.  p.  534.)  The 
British  General  defeated  the  French  at  Caldas,  and 
Bolica.  The  military  spirit  of  France  was  some* 
what  lowered  in  its  tone,  at  least  towards  us :  the 
Russian  fleet  in  the  Tagus,  moored  in  a  line  from 
Boa  Vista  to  Junquiera,  prepared  for  action,  to 
support  our  enemies,  and  to  fire  on  the  city  of 
Lisbon  if  attacked  by  our  squadron.  The  Portu- 
guese ship,  Vasca  de  Gama,  lay  also  in  the  Tagus, 
and  afforded  an  asylum  to  the  French  general,  La 
Garde,  during  the  night ;  the  conduct  of  this  in- 
tendant  of  the  police,  having  rendered  him  justly 
obnoxious  to  the  Portuguese. 

The  landing  of  Major-general  Anstruther's  bri* 
gade,  on  the  l^h  of  August,  which  was  effected 
by  the  skill  and  perseverance  of  the  navy,  under 
the  most  serious  difficulties,  increased  the  foice  of 
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Sir  Arthur  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  enable  him  to 

meet  Junot,  and  fight  the  battle  of  Vimeira  on  the 
2l8t.  Sir  Harry  Bunrard»  the  second  in  command, 
was  on  the  field  of  battle,  but  would  not  interfere 
with  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  judicious  plans ;  and 
Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  on  the  22d,  took  the  chief 
command  of  the  British  army,  the  enemy  retreat- 
ing to  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras.   This  bringa  na 
to  the  Convention  vi  Cmtra,  concluded  between 
the  British  General  and  Junot,  by  which  the  latter 
was  allowed  tu  evacuate  Portugal,  with  his  whole 
army.   To  those  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  character  and  the  conduct  of  the  French  to- 
wards the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  it  was  mor- 
tifying to  see  them  make  good  their  retreat  in  Bri. 
tish  ships  of  war  and  transports,  from  a  country  in 
which,  after  committing  every  enormity  that  the 

most  depraved  heart  could  devise,  they  took  away 
the  last  dollar,  and  even  the  wearing  apparel  from 
many  of  the  starving  inhabitants.  The  evacuation 
of  Portugal  was  however  at  that  time  of  such  vast 
importance  to  the  great  catise  of  Europe,  so  much 
was  supposed  to  have  been  gained  by  the  expul- 
sion of  twenty-four  thousand  men  from  the  king- 
dom, that  all  the  sacrifices  which  were  made  for 
the  attainment  of  this  end,  were  considered  to  be 
perfectly  insignificant;  when  compared  to  the  ad*^ 
vantage  obtamed.  The  lines  of  Torres  Vedras, 
behind  which  Junot  and  his  army  were  strongly 
intrenched,  would  have  cost  the  Uves  of  thousands 
to  have  stormed ;  and  what  was  perhaps  of  still 
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more  importauce  in  the  great  struggle,  would  have 
detained  our  army  in  its  front,  until  a  superior 
force  came  up  in  the  rear,  and  placed  us  between 
two  powerful  enemies.  The  military  part  of  the 
Convention,  we  may  therefore  safely  say,  was  at 
least  as  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  Portugal, 
and  even  of  Spain,  as  could  have  been  expected. 
The  events  which  ioiiowed,  so  soon  after,  had  no 
'  reference  to  this  transaction ;  which,  if  considered 
in  any  point  ot  view,  must  at  least  have  been  fa- 
vourable to  the  future  operations  of  the  allied 
armies  in  the  Peninsula.  The  surrender  of  the 
Russian  squadron,  in  trust, '  till  six  months  after 
a  general  peace,  was  a  hr  more  exceptionable  part 
of  the  treaty ;  but  even  this  was  not  unprecedented. 
The  Dutch  fleet,  in  the  year  1799,  was  surrendered 
to  Vice-admiral  Mitchell  on  nearly  the  same  con- 
ditions; they  were  not  prizes,  but  held  for  the 
Prince  of  Orange.  Upon  the  whole,  taking  a  calm 
retrospect,  and  considermg  all  the  circumstauces 
under  which  the  army  and  navy  were  placed  at 
that  eventful  period,  the  neutralizmg  even  for  a 
few  weeks  of  so  great  a  force  of  the  enemy,  was 
an  object  of  too  much  importance  not  to  be  at- 
tained by  all  which  we  gave  in  exchange;  and 
both  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  and  Sir  Charles  Cot- 
ton,  were  treated  with  unmerited  severity  and 
cruel  ingratitude.  The  Vice-admiral,  with  the 
British  fleet,  was  fortunately  m  such  a  position 
as  to  give  effect  to  the  negotiations ;  and  the  sui^ 
lender  of  the  Russian  squadron,  without  hring  a 
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shot,  was  the  more  to  be  desired,  as  an  action, 
though  it  would  undoubtedly  have  ended  in  vic- 
tory to  us,  would  have  disabled  our  fleet  at  an 
important  crisis.  Captain  L.  W.  Halsted^  captain 
of  the  fleet  to  Sir  Charles  Cotton*  was  the  bearer 
of  the  dispatches  to  the  Admiralty,  announcing  the 
Convention  of  Cintra»  and  the  surrender  of  the 
Russian  ships.  This  is  the  squadron  which  we 
left  at  the  Dardanelles,  under  the  command  of 
Vice-admiral  Sintavin»  after  the  retreat  of  Sir  John 
Duckworth,  when  the  politics  of  Russia  assumed 
on  that  and  other  accounts  an  unfavourable  turn 
towards  England,  and  shortly  after  ended  lu  war 
between  the  two  countries* 

The  following  are  the  names  and  force  of  the 
ships: 


Ship$, 

Guru. 

Men, 

786 

» « ■  • 

C  Vtce-admtral  Siuiavin 
(Captain  Malayoff 

524 

.  a  •  • 

Schellinc: 

508 

•  •  •  • 

Bitclienskoy 

eio 

•  •  •  • 

Ro&hnofi* 

649 

•  •  •  • 

BHshchoff 

604 

«  «  •  • 

Malygraio 

620 

•  •  •  • 

Rasvosoff 

646 

Blycheoskoy 

676 

•  •  •  • 

Milkoff 

392 

•  •  •  • 

DourooiF 

We  must  now  quit  the  coast  of  Portugal,  and 
observe  the  movements  of  the  British  squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean.  Lord  Cochrane  commanded 
the  Imperieuse,  of  thirty-eight  guns,  on  the  south- 
em  coast  ot  Spain :  on  the31at  of  July,  bis  Lordship 
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altadied  tb6  casUe  of  Moiigal^  tn  important  poet, 

held  by  the  French,  and  commanding  the  road 
betweeo  Barcak>iia  and  Ger ooa,  while  the  i'rench 
were  besieging  the  latter  place.  The  narines  of 
the  Imperieuse  took  possession  of  the  castle,  and 
the  Spanish  militia  gallantly  carried  an  oot^poet 
oa  a  aeighbouiing  hiii.  His  Lordship  Uew  up  the 
castle,  destroyed  the  guns,  and  delivered  the  small 

arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Spaniards,  bringing 
off  a  captain  and  serenty  men  prisoners.  He  also 
kept  the  coast  of  Languedoe  in  a  perpetnal  state 
of  aburm,  suspending  the  trade,  and  occupying  the 
mttention  of  ala^  body  of  troops. 

Although  Great  Britain  had  made  peace  with 
i^psiB,  she  had  atiU  enemies  enough  to  contend 

with.    The  Russians  in  tlie  North,  and  the  Turks 

in  the  East,  more  than  counterbalanced  the  £riend» 
ship  and  assistance  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Turks, 
afler  the  affair  of  the  Dardanelles,  became  our  open 
enemies. 

Captaiu  John  Stewart,  in  the  Sea-horse,  of 
thirty-ei|^t  guns,  feU  in  with  two  Turkish  ships 
of  war  and  a  galley,  coming  round  the  cast  end  of 
the  island  Scopolo ;  Cqptain  Stewart  chased,  and 
iHTought  them  to  action  at  half-past  nine  in  the 
evening,  going  oti  the  wind,  under  easy  sail ;  the 
Turks  endeaftrared  to  mn  the  Sea*hone  on  board, 
which  Captain  Stewart  by  good  management  pre- 
Tented.  At  ten  o'docfc,  the  Seft^horse  by  her  ire 
had  disabled  the  smaller  ship,  which  had  partly 
blown  up  forward;  and  Captain  Stewart  was 

•  2 
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enabled  to  turn  bis  wbole  attention  to  tbe  otber» 
which  he  engaged  till  a  qnarter-past  one,  when 
she  became  a  motionless  wreck ;  her  bre  ceased, 
but  she  would  not  reply  to  any  demand  whether 
she  bad  surrendered  or  not.    Captain  Stewart, 
knowing  the  treacherous  and  desperate  character 
of  the  Turks,  was  unwilling  to  expose  the  lives  of 
any  of  bis  people  by  going  on  board  of  her :  he 
therefore  waited  till  daylight,  when  seeing  her 
colours  displayed  on  the  stump  of  her  mizen>mast, 
he  poured  a  broadside  into  her  stem,  and  she 
struck.    She  proved  to  be  the  Badere  21afiere,  a 
frigate  of  tbe  largest  dimensions,  carrying  thirty 
tweiit) -lour   pounders  on  her  main -deck,  and 
mounting  in  all  fifty*two  brass  guns,  two  of  which 
were  forty*two  pounders :  she  had  twelve  pound- 
ers on  her  quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  and  a  com- 
plement of  five  hundred  men,  of  whom  one  bun-  , 
dred  and  sixty-iive  were  killed,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  wounded.    The  Turkish  captain, 
Scanderli  Kichuc  Ali,  was  prevented  only  by  his 
own  people  from  blowing  her  up.   Tbe  Sea-horse 
bad  five  killed,  and  ten  wounded.   The  other  fri- 
gate was  called  tbe  Ahs  Fezzan,  carrying  twenty- 
two  thirteen  pounders,  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men.    The  galley  put  most  of  her  men  on 
board  the  frigates,  before  the  action,  and  went 
away. 

Lieutenant  Price,  of  the  Porcupine,  cut  out  firom 
under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  in  the  harbour  of 
Dango,  on  the  coast  of  Romania,  an  armed  vessel 
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of  eight  long  six  pounders,  and  between  twenty 
and  thirty  men. 

Captain  H.  W.  Pearse,  in  the  Halcyon,  and 
Captain  Preseot,  in  the  Weazle,  sloop  of  war,  in 
conjunction  with  a  small  detacUuieat  of  troops 
under  the  orders  of  lieutenant-colonel  Bryce,  of 
tlie  royal  engineers,  attacked  the  town  of  Diamante, 
destroyed  the  works,  spiked  the  guns,  and  captured 
a  convoy  of  merchant  vessels,  without  any  loss  on 
our  part. 

Captain  Rogers,  in  the  Kent,  of  seventy-four 

guns.  With  the  Wizard,  sloop  of  war,  W2^s  equally 
active  and  fortunate  on  the  coast  of  Genoa,  taking 
and  destroying,  during  one  cruise,  twenty-three 
sail  of  coasting  vessels. 

Lord  Cochrane,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Colling  wood, 
of  the  28th  of  8ei)tember,  says,  With  varying 
opposition,  but  with  unvarying  success,  the  newly-* 
constructed  semaphoric  telegraphs,  which  are  of 
the  utmost  consequence  to  the  numerous  convoys 

that  pass  along  the  coast  of  1  rancc,  at  Bourdique, 
La  Pinde,  St.  Maguire,  Frontignan,  Canet,  and 
Foy,  have  been  bloWn  .up,  and  completely  demo- 
lished, together  with  three  telegraphic  houses, 
fourteen  barracks  of  the  gens  d  armes,  one  battery, 
and  the  strong  tower  on  the  lake  of  Frontignan.'* 
The  army  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana  having 
been  exti  iL-ated  from  the  trammels  of  Gallic  per- 
fidy, by  the  valour  and  judgment  of  Sir  James 
Saumarez,  and  Sir  Richard  Keata»  was  in  the 
month  of  September,  saiely  anded  at  Corunna,  at 
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which  place,  in  the  folio  wing  month,  theexpeditioa 
under  Sir  David  Baird  also  arriyed :  it  conristed 
of  tliirteen  thousand  men.  Sir  John  Moore,  who 
had  retumed  from  Gottenbnrg,  was  employed  in 
Spain  with  his  army  in  support  of  Spanish  iiide- 
pendenoe;  and  ia  the  month  of  December,  the 
two  BntiBh  generals  formed  a  junction  at  Bene- 
vento,  but  the  forces  of  Great  Britain,  and  their 
allies,  were  still  found  to  be  totally  inadequate  to 
the  purposes  of  aifordmg  any  effectual  check  to 
the  armies  of  France.  The  British  generals,  with 
hearts  above  fear,  and  resolution  which,  under 
more  favoomblecircumstances,  would  havecrushed 
the  enemy  beneath  their  feet,  were  under  the  hard 
necessity  of  seeking  a  retreat  to  the  water-side* 
Thus  the  successes  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and 
the  exertions  of  Romana,  were  neariy  rendered 
ineffectual,  by  the  disasters  which  attended  the 
British  army  at  Corunna.  The  retreat  to  that 
place,  and  the  embaxkation,  will  be  the  subject  of 
another  chapter. 

The  British  Admiral  commanding  m  the  Medi- 
terranean, afforded  eyery  assisttace  to  the  Spaniards 
on  the  sea-coast.  On  the  6th  of  JVovember,  the 
French  appeared  before  the  town  of  Rosas,  which 
they  invested  with  six  thousand  men.  The  inha* 
bitants  fled  to  their  ships  or  the  citadel  for  safety; 

but  the  fire  of  the  Excellent,  of  seventy-four  guns, 
commanded  by  Captain  John  West,  the  Meteor» 
bomb,  commanded  by  Captain  ColUns,  and  the 
l^ucilW*  by  Captain  Hall,  both  of  which  weie 
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within  point  blank  shot,  soon  compelled  them  to 
retire.  The  defence  of  this  port  is  to  be  attri- 
buted entirely  to  the  zeal  of  Captain  West,  and 
his  officers  and  men.  Barcelona  was  invested  by 
the  French  at  the  same  time. 

The  Fame,  of  seventy-four  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Bennet,  was  sent  to  support  Rosas, 
and  Lord  Cochrane,  in  the  Imperieuse,  defended 
in  the  most  heroic  manner  the  castle  of  La  Trinity, 
near  that  place;  but  on  the  surrender  of  Rosas  to 

the  French,  his  Lordship  blew  up  the  fortress,  aud 
embarked  the  garrison. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1806,  a  new  line  of  policy 
was  adopted  in  the  West  Indies  towards  the  colo- 
nies of  Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  mother  country 
haTing  become  suddenly  friendly  to  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain.  The  Governor  of  Cuba  refused  to 
acknowledge  the  contemptible  usurper,  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  and  called  in  the  assistance  of  England 
to  support  him  in  the  fidelity  which  he  honourably 
retained  to  his  unworthy  though  lawful  monarch, 
Ferdinand  VII.  The  tlame  of  liberty  and  patriotism 
soon  spread  to  the  shores  t>f  the  Continent ;  Cu* 
mana,  Barcelona,  and  all  the  settlements  along  the 
coast,  from  Trinidad  to  Mexico,  declared  open 
hostility  to  France,  and  received  tlie  British  ship- 
ping into  their  ports  with  the  most  unbounded 
acclamations,  and  the  most  affectionate  welcome. 
From  that  moment  the  war  in  the  western  hemi- 
sphere possessed  little  interest  for  us,  in  point  of 
proiit  or  glory,  but  we  had  the  superior  satis- 
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faction  of  beholding  a  people  throw  off  the  chains 
of  tyranny,  and  assert  the  freedom  to  which  they 
were  jus^y  entitled.  That  they  have  not  yet 
reaped  the  entire  fruits  of  their  labours  is  to  be 
lamented ;  but  long  years  of  discord  must  succeed 
a  conv  ulsion,  the  result  of  tyranny,  bigotry,  igno- 
rance, and  avarice. 

The  Rochefort' squadron  having  again  escaped, 
the  active  and  indeiatigable  Sir  John  Duckworth, 
with  a  squadron  of  seven  sail  of  the  line,  and  having 
his  flag  in  the  Royal  George,  sailed  for  Martinique, 
off  which  island  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bnmry,  1808,  but  the  enemy  had  not  been  seen, 
and  he  shaped  his  course  once  more  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  the 
Rochefort  squadron  got  safe  into  Toulon  on  the 
10th  of  the  same  month. 

On  the  22d,  Captain  Joseph  Spear,  in  the 
Goeree,  a  ship  sloop  of  eighteen  guns,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  had  a  very  spirited 
action  with  two  French  brigs  of  war,  the  Palineure 
and  the  Pylade,  of  sixteen  guns  each,  twenty-four- 
])ound  carronades,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  men. 
These  vessels  were  running  from  Martinique  to- 
wards Guadaloupe.  Captain  Spear  saw  and  chased 
them»  making  a  signal  at  the  same  time  to  the 
Superieure,  ^  small  British  vessel  of  iburteen  guns. 
The  Goeree,  after  a  short  but  very  severe  action, 
was  so  much  disabled  as  to  be  compeUed  to  repair 
her  damages ;  while  the  French  sloops,  seeing  the 
approach  of  the  Superieure,  made  sail,  and  got 
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into  the  Saintes.  This  was  coosidered  a  very  gal- 
lant action :  the  enemy's  loss  was  supposed  to  be 
about  thirty  killed  and  wounded;  that  of  the 
Goeree  was  very  trifling. 

On  the  Jamaica  station.  Lieutenant  CoUn 
Campbell,  in  the  Decouverte  schooner,  drove  one 
of  the  enemy  's  cruisers  and  her  prize  (the  Matilda, 
of  Halifax)  on  shore,  on  the  coast  of  St.  Domingo, 
and  destroyed  them,  and  on  the  foUovring  day,  the 

9tli  of  February,  the  same  officer  chased  another 
privateer,  which  he  brought  to  action,  and  subdued 
in  forty-five  minutes :  she  was  called  La  Dorade» 
mounted  a  long  eighteen  pounder,  two  long  nines, 
and  was  manned  with  seventy- two  men,  of  whom 
fourteen  were  killed  and  three  wouudcd.  This 
little  action  was  justly  considered  to  entitle  Mr. 
Campbell  to  the  approbation  of  his  commander- 
in-chief:  six  of  his  men  were  badly  wounded, 
one  of  them  mortally. 

In,  the  month  of  March,  the  island  of  Marie 
Galante  was  taken  by  Captain  Selby,  of  the  Cer- 
berus, who  having  the  Captains  Hugh  Pigot,  of 
the  Circe,  and. Brown,  of  the  Camilla,  under  his 
orders,  la  the  blockade  of  Guadaloupe,  landed 
these  officers  with  two  hundred  seamen  and  ma- 
rines, and  to  this  force  the  island  surrendered 
without  resistance.  Captain  ^elby  having  sue- 
ceeded  so  well  in  the  capture  of  this  island,  was 
sent  shortly  alter  with  the  Cerberus,  and  a  squa- 
dron of  small  vessels,  to  take  the  island  of  Desiada, 
or  Desuade,which  he  captured  without  loss,  though 
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with  much  resistance,  and  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
batteries.  In  this  service  he  was  assisted  by  the 
Captains  Sherriff  and  Ward. 

Inthemonthof  December,  1806,  Captain  Charles 
Dashwood,  in  La  Franchise,  of  thirty- six  guns, 
with  the  Aurora,  Uardalus,  Rein  Deer,  and  Port 
Mahon  brig,  attacked  the  port  of  Samana,  on  the 
east  end  of  St  Domingo,  where  the  French  had 
still  a  few  troops,  and  carried  on  some  colonial 
trade.  The  place  was  taken  after  very  little  re- 
sistance ;  two  priTEteers,  of  five  guns  each,  with 
a  complement  of  one  hundred  men,  and  three  mer- 
chant vessels,  were  found  in  the  port. 

In  the  month  of  July,  Captain  Edward  Crofton, 
in  his  Majesty*8  sloop  the  Wanderer,  of  eighteen 
guns,  made  an  attack  on  the  Danish  island  of  St 
Martm's,  which,  smce  the  war  with  the  parent 
state,  had  become  a  nest  for  privateers.  Lieutenant 
G.  A.  Spearing  (son  of  the  venerable  oflScer  of  that 
name  who  lately  died  at  Greenwich  Hospital)  was 
ordered,  with  a  party  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
seamen  and  marines,  to  land  and  attempt  to  carry 
the  batteries  by  storm*  Previously  to  his  quitting 
the  vessel  on  this  service,  the  gallant  and  heroic 
youth  addressed  an  affectionate  letter  to  his  bro- 
ther in  England,  assuring  him,  that  il  he  fell  in  the 
attack,  it  should  be  with  honour ;  and  disposing, 
in  such  an  event,  of  all  his  little  property.  The 
early  part  of  the  enterprise  was  successful ;  a  bat- 
tery of  six  guns  was  taken  mi  destroyed,  with 
trifling  loss  on  our  side ;  but  while  he  Mras  pushing 
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CD  to  ascend  the  rocky  heights,  overgrown  with  the 
prickly  pear,  the  enemy  from  tbeir  secure  and  co* 
vered  works  took  too  sure  an  aiai>  and  the  intrepid 
leader,  with  many  of  his  brayecompanions,  fell  dead 
at  the  foot  of  the  ramparts.  To  advance  or  to  re- 
lum  to  the  ships  now  became  alike  impossible  to 

the  survivors,  who  were  forced  to  capitulate.  The 
French  garrison  which  deiended  the  island  received 
their  flag  of  truce ;  and  the  Governor  was  so  struck 
\nth  admiration  at  the  heroic  bravery  of  young 
Spearing,  that  he  allowed  him  to  be  buried  on 
the  island  witli  military  honours,  both  the  British 
squadron  and  the  enemy's  forts  firing  minute  guns 

on  the  melancholy  occasion. 

In  the  month  ot  JNiovembery  1808,  Rear-admiral 
Sir  A.  Cochrane  received  orders  to  blockade  Mar*^ 
tinique,  preparatory  to  its  invasion.  The  island, 
from  the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers,  became  daily 
more  straitened  for  provisions ;  the  Americans  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  relieve  it ;  and  the  British 
merchants  ol"  the  ueighbouring  islands  scrupled 
not>  in  defiance  of  the  blockading  squadron,  and  of 
every  moral  obligation  and  duty  to  their  country, 
to  supply  our  enemies  with  the  most  essential 
articles  for  their  defence  and  subsistence.  The 
captures  made  by  our  cruisers,  and  the  number  of 
American  vessels  condemned  for  breach  of  block- 
ade, exceeded  that  of  any  former  period ;  and  so 
deeply  sensible  was  Bonaparte  of  the  wants  <^  the 
island,  and  of  its  importance  to  France,  that  he 
dispatched  squadrons  of  fiist  sailing  fiigates,  cor- 
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vettes,  and  schooners,  with  provisions,  ammuni- 
tion, and  artillery-men,  most  of  which  were  inter- 

cepted. 

Captain  George  Saunders,  in  the  Bellette,  and 

Captain  Joseph  Spear,  in  the  Goeree,  each  took 
valuable  letters  of  marque,  bound  with  provisions 
to  the  French  islands.  Two  small  frigates  were 
also  captured  on  the  home  station,  by  the  Loire 
and  the  Aimable,  with  similar  cargoes  and  desti- 
nation. The  Melaiiipus  captured  a  brig  of  six- 
teen guns,  called  the  Colibri,  bound  also  to  Mar- 
tinique with  flour. 

Ihe  Paiineure,  one  of  the  brigs  which  had  en- 
gaged the  Goeree,  fell  in  to  windward  of  Marti- 
nique, with  the  Carnation,  a  brig  ot  eighteen  guns, 
commanded  by  Captain  Gregory,  who,  after  a 
long  chase,  and  a  running  fight  of  three  hours,  in 
which  he  had  fired  away  all  bis  filled  powder, 
came  fairly  alongside  tlie  enemy,  when  Captain 
Gregory  was  killed,  the  first  and  second  lieute- 
nants desperately  wounded  and  taken  below :  the 
two  vessels  then  fell  on  board  of  each  other,  when 
the  master  of  the  Carnation  ran  from  his  quarters, 
as  did  the  sergeant  oi  marines,  followed  by  every 
man  in  the  vessel,  except  the  boatswain,  a  tall, 
daring,  athletic  man.  This  brave  fellow  mounted 
the  main-rigging,  and  saw  no  one  on  the  decks  of 
the  enemy,  except  the  Captain,  who,  as  it  after- 
wards appeared,  was  too  ill  to  walk  the  deck,  but 
had  caused  himself  to  be  placed  there  in  his  chair, 
iu  vain  did  the  boatswain  use  every  means  of  threat 
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and  of  entreaty  to  animate  the  crew:  **  If  twenty- 
five  men  (he  exclaimed)  wiU  tbiiow  me,  she  is 
ours;"  but  they  were  panic-struck,  and  not  a  man 
would  come  up  from  below.  The  Frenchmen, 
finding  all  quiet,  a  few  of  them  came  over  the  bows 
of  the  Carnation,  and  took  her  without  farther  re- 
sistance. This  was  one  of  the  most  disgraceful 
transactions  that  had  occurred  during  the  war; 
and  was  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  the  unfortu- 
nate death  of  the  captain,  and  the  seTcre  wounds 

of  the  lieutenants  :  without  leaders  thi  men  lost 
their  spirits,  and  the  vessel  was  sacnhced  to  the 
cowardice  of  the  master  and  sergeant  of  marines. 
The  Carnation  arrived  in  Marui  Bay,  iVlartinique, 
where  she  was  soon  after  burned  by  the  enemy,  to 

prevent  her  falling  into  our  hands  ;  and  the  Pali- 
neure  was  captured  by  Captam  Hugh  Pigot,  in 
the  Circe,  as  she  went  into  Fort  Royal  Bay ;  the 
crew  of  the  Carnation  were  retaken  in  her,  and 
the  Commander-in-chief  immediately  ordered  a 
court-martial  to  be  assembled  for  their  trial.  The 
facts  above  stated  came  out  in  evidence  before 
the  court;  the  unhappy  crew  stood  overwhehned 
with  shame*  regretting  that  they  had  not  died  in 
action.  Sei^eant  Chapman  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  at  the  yard-arm,  which  was  carried  into 
execution  on  the  following  day,  on  board  the 
Ulysses,  in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Martinique;  the 
master  died  of  the  yellow  fever  previously  to  the 
trial;  thirty  of  the  menvrere  sentenced  to  fourteen 
years  transportation,  as  unworthy  to  belong  to  the 
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British  navy ;  bat  this  sentence  was  dedared  by 
the  twelve  judges  to  be  illegal,  and  was  not  car- 
ried into  efiiBCt:  the  lieutenants  were  most  ho- 
iiourabiy  acquitted*  The  name  of  the  first  lieute- 
nant was  Dicker*  now  deservedly  a  captain ;  the 
name  of  the  second  is  unfortunately  forgotten. 
The  boatswain  was  strongly  recommended  to  the 
notice  of  the  Admiral,  by  whom  he  was  imme- 
diately appointed  to  the  largest  fngate  on  the 
station. 

In  October,  Captain  Cockburn,  in  the  Pomp6e, 
took  the  Pylade,  the  consort  to  the  Palineure* 

Captain  F.  A.  Collier,  in  the  Circe,  with  a  sqna* 
drou  of  sloops  and  sn^U  vessels,  was  statioaed  off 
the  town  of  St  Pierre  and  the  Pearl  rock,  near 
which  he  discovered,  on  the  12th  of  December,  a 
brig  and  two  schooners  at  anchor.  Ue  immediately 
made  all  sail  towards  the  memy.  On  nearing  them, 
he  perceived  that  the  shore  was  lined  with  troops, 
and  field-pieces,  besides  regular  batteries.  The 

Circe,  followed  by  the  Stork,  sloo]),  and  Mornc 
Fortune,  bng,  soon  cleared  the  beach  ot  the  sol- 
diers, and  silenced  the  batteries,  which  they 
engaged  within  pistol-shot.  One  of  the  schooners 
had  run  on  shore,  and  Captain  Collier,  leaving  the 
Morne  Fortun6e  to  watch  her,  wont  on  with  the 
Stork  to  attack  the  brig  and  the  other  schooner 
lying  at  anchor,  covered  by  batteries,  and  trooper 
of  flying  artillery,  the  boats  of  both  ships  being 
prepared  to  board,  as  soon  as  the  fire  of  tbeeneny 
was  in  any  degree  subdued.    Unfortunately  the 


i»Qb.]  WEST  1N0IE&  ^1 

daring  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Crook,  who  com- 
manded ike  boats  oi  the  Circe,  induced  him  to  put 
off  from  his  ship,  and  attack  the  enemy,  b^re  the 
boats  of  the  Stork  could  come  to  his  support,  or 
the  fire  of  the  brig  and  the  batteries  were  silenced 
by  the  Circe:  so  closely  had  Captain  Collier 
placed  his  ship,  that  his  men  were  wounded  with 
musketry  from  the  beach.  At  this  critical  moment 
the  boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Crook 
interposinef  between  the  Circe  and  the  enemy,  the 
hre  oi  the  jBhtish  frigate  was  necessarily  withheld* 
and  Captain  Collier  could  only  engage  the  bat- 
teries, or  hre  on  the  troops  who  lined  the  beach. 
Coming  alongside  the  brig,  the  lieutenant  found 
her  with  boarding  nettings  triced  up  to  her  yard- 
armsy  and  so  well  manned  and  prepared,  that  the 
boats  were  in  a  very  few  minutes  nearly  destroyed 
with  fifty-six  of  the  othcers  and  men,  either  killed, 
wounded,  drowned,  or  taken  prisoners :  the  Circe 
and  Stork  stood  off  for  the  night.  In  the  mornmg 
the  brig  weighed,  and  attempted  to  get  into  St. 
Pierre,  but  her  movements  were  so  closely 
watched,  that  she  was  driven  on  shore  and  burnt 
by  the  Amaranthe,  as  was  also  one  of  the  schoo- 
ners ;  the  other  was  bilged  on  the  rocks.  The  brig 
was  called  La  Cygne,  mounted  eighteen  guns, 
twenty-four  pounders,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  and  was,  as  well  as  the  schooner,  loaded  with 
flour  for  the  garrison,  and  had  sailed  from  Cher- 
bourg in  company  with  La  Vertu,  La  Junon,  and 
L'Amphitnte  frigates,  and  La  Papillon  brig;  of 
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these  we  shall  soon  have  to  speak.  The  schooners 

were  botharmed,  aud  were  a  part  of  this  squadron. 
The  Amaianthe  had  one  man  killed  and  five 
wounded,  one  of  thum  mortally.  The  Stork  had 
one  mail  killed  and  two  wounded :  the  Express, 

one  killed,  and  tiirec  wounded. 
^  A  very  noble  defence  was  made  by  Lieutenant 
Bennet,  in  the  Marift,  a  small  brig  of  war,  of  four- 
teen guns,  twelve  twelve- pound  carronades,  and 
two  long  fours,  against  Le  Sard,  a  French  brig  of 
war,  of  twenty- two  guns,  of  which  sixteen  were 
thirtyrtwo  pound  carronades,  four  long  nine  pound- 
ers, and  two  long  sixes,  with  a  complement  of  men 
in  proportion.  Lieutenant  Bennet  chased  and 
brought  this  vessel  to  action  under  the  lee  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  but  the  wuid  dying  away  to  a  dead  calm, 
the  British  vessel  lay  exposed  to  the  raking  broad- 
side of  a  superior  enemy,  until  perfectly  disabled, 
notwithstanding  every  exertion  of  the  Lieutenant 
to  get  liis  brig's  iioad  the  ri^ht  way.  When  this 
was  effected,  the  fire  was  renewed  with  great  vi- 
gour ;  but  the  Maria  was  sinking,  and  her  colours 
being  shot  away,  the  Frenchman  hailed  to  know  if 
she  had  struck.  The  brave  Lieutenant  answered 
**  No,"  and  a  moment  after  three  grape  shot  passed 
through  his  body^  and  he  fell  dead  under  the  Bri- 
tish flag,  which  he  had  re-hoistod ,  the  master  con- 
tinued the  action  till,  not  a  hope  remainedi  and 
then  struck.  The  enemy  ran  the  vessel  on  the 
rocks,  where  she  was  wrecked.  Besides  the  Lieu- 
tenant, five  men  were  killed,  and  nine  wounded. 
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We  have  very  little  to  say  respecting  the  East 
Indies  daring  tills  year ;  the  enemy  was  quiet  in 

that  part  of  the  world  ;  their  naval  operations  were 
conhned  to  the  predatory  excursions  of  their  fri- 
gates and  privateers.  The  Laurel,  of  twenty-two 
guas,  commanded  by  Captain  J.C.W  oolcomb»  was 
taken  after  a  severe  action  by  the  Canonnifcre,  of 
thirty-eight  guns.  Captain  Woolcomb  was  cruis- 
ing off  the  Isle  of  France,  when  he  fell  in  with  the 
enemy,  and  having  no  wish  to  engage  a  force  so 
much  superior,  declined  the  action ;  but  the  Ca- 
nonni^re  coming  up,  they  fought  for  an  hour  and  a 
half,  when  the  Laurel  being  disabled,  was  forced 
to  surrender.  Her  damage  was  confined  to  her 
masts  and  rigging,  to  which  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
seems  to  have  been  chiefly  directed,  and  in  which 
he  completely  attained  his  object ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  fire  of  the  Laurel  being  directed 
to  the  hull,  the  French  frigate  had  five  men  killed, 
and  nineteen  wounded.  The  character  of  Captain 
Woolcomb  received  no  blemish  from  this  misfor- 
tune, a  court-martial  having  honourably  acquitted 
him:  in  his  mode  of  fighting  he  appears  to  have 
adhered  to  the  old  English  maxim,  of  firing  at  the 
tier  of  guns.  In  a  case  of  this  sort,  where  tbe'op- 
ponent  was  of  so  mnch  greater  force,  perhaps  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  directed  the  whole 
fire  at  the  mmn-mast*head ;  that  frdlen,  the  ship 
might  have  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  Laurel. 

In  South  America,  we  find  nothing  to  remark  in 
the  year  1808. 

VOL.  IV..  T 
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Digitized  by 


18000  DBEAT6S  IK  PARLIAMENT.  275 

to  QsibenNi  bay^Refusal  of  Bonaparte  to  nceive  the  pri* 
fonem  agfcnbly  to  dpitolation— They  utt  aenl  to  Englaiid 
and  coofincd — Captare  of  Casfenne  by  Capttm  Jamet  Yco*- 
Capture  of  Le  D'Hautponl— ^(iirvender  of  the  eity  of  St.  Do* 
•  aing<»*-Captafe  of  La  J  noon,  and  death  of  Capt»  Shortlaiid. 

7.  Eoii  lii^f— Attack  oo  the  Island  of  Bonrbon. 

8.  S<futh  AmerUm — ^Revolution  at  Bnenot  Ayfet^Reflectione 
oa  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1809. 

■ 

On  the  meeting  of  parliament  on  the  13th  of 

January,  his  Majesty,  in  tlic  speech  from  llic  tlirone, 
adverted  to  the  overtures  for  peace  made  by 
Russia  and  Prance,  who  insisted  on  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  cause  of  Spain  as  a  preliminary  to 
any  negotiation:  bis  Majesty  dedared  his  firm 
determination  never  to  forsake  the  Spaniards  as 
long  as  they  were  true  to  themselves ;  and  while 

expressing  his  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  his 
troops  in  Portugal,  animadverted  with  severity  on 
some  of  the  articles  of  the  convention  of  Cintra. 
Uis  Majesty  eulogized  the  noble  conduct  of  Gus- 
tavus/king  of  Sweden,  and  recommended  parlia- 
ment to  augment  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
Strong  opposition  was  made  to  the  address  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  was  moved  by  the 
Earl  of  Bridgewater^  and  seconded  by  Lord  Shef- 
field. The  Earl  of  St.  Vincent  siM  that  the  ad- 
dress was  such  as  no  man,  who  bad  a  veneration 
for  his  sovereign,  or  a  love  fi>r  his  country;  could 
ever  assent  to.  Some  parts  of  it,  said  his  Lord- 
ship, which  expressed  a  determined  hostility  to 
the  common  enemy,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  carry 
on  the  war,  all  must  approve ;  but  when  he  ad- 
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verted  to  tbe  manner  in  which  that  opposition  had 
been  conducted  on  the  peninsula  of  Europe,  it  was 
wholly  impossible  not  to  express  both  sorrow  and 
indignation.  He  would  assert  it  in  the  face  of  his 
country,  and  in  the  fieice  of  the  world,  that  it  was 
the  greatest  disgrace  that  had  befallen  Great 
Britain  since  the  days  of  the  revolution ;  and  this 
he  openly  declared,  whether  he  took  into  consi- 
deration the  manner  in  which  the  war  was  carried, 
on  in  PortuL^al,  or  the  way  in  which  our  troops 
had  been  sent  there.  Transports  were  hired,  and 
great  merit  was  to  be  attributed,  forsooth,  to: 
ministers,  in  providing  these  transports ;  but  the 
public  ought  to  be  undeceived  upon  that  head : 
there  was  not  a  tittle  of  merit  in  the  case ;  it  was 
only  going  to  market  and  offering  a  little  more 

than  the  market  price,  and  transports  were  tu  be 
obtained  in  abundance*  He  wished,  however,  to. 
notice  the  important  services  to  which  these 
transports  were  applied.  "  Why,  truly,"  said  his 
Lordship,  'Vthey  were  at  last  employed  to  convey 
the  rascally  ruffians  whom  Junot  commanded,  to 
that  part  of  France  which  was  nearest  to  Spain^ 
that  they  might  as  speedily  as  possible  be  again 
brought  into  action  with  more  effect  against  our. 
soldiers.  So  that  those  devils,"  added  his  Lord- 
ship, with  an  energy  peculiar  to  himself,  and  with 
prophetic  veracity,  ''are  at  this  moment  harassing 
the  rear  of  our  retreating  army."  The  convention 
of  Cintra  could  not  be  considered  without  feelings 
of  alarm  as  well  as  indignation,  especially  when  he 
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observed  the  cold-Uooded  treaty,  that  gave  up  a 
contest  with  the  ships  of  an  enemy  upon  a  com^ 
promise  SQ  uuworthy  the  national  character. 

There  was  a  tuEne,**  said  the  gallant  Admiral^ 
**  when  such  old-fashioned  words  as  *  sink,  burn, 
and  -destroy,'  were  understood  in  their  literal 
meaning ;  but  now  we  are  to  negotiate,  to  become 
ships  husbands,  to  take  possession  by  bargain  and 
barter  instead-  of  battle,  and  not  in  right  of  con- 
quest Having  expressed  himself  in  terms 

of  much  indignation  agamst  the  surrender  of  the 
Russian  fleet,  his  Lordship  continued,  "  When- 
ever he  looked  at  the  terms  of  that  convention, 
when  he  reflected  on  the  decision  of  the  court  of 
inquiry,  he  could  not  help  exclaiming  that  the 
decision  was  a  blot  upon  the  country :  whenever 
he  heard  of  councils  of  war  being  called,  he  always 
considered  them  as  cloaks  for  cowardice.  So  said 
the  brave  Boscawen ;  and  from  him  he  had  imbibed 
the  sentiment,  which  time  and  experience  had 
completely  confirmed.  At  Vimeira  we  gained  a 
victory,  and  at  the  moment  our  soldiers  were 
flushed  with  conquest,  recourse  was  had  to  a 

council  of  u  ar.    That,  he  presumed,  could  only 

have  been  necessary,  or  apologized  for  in  the  mo- 
ment of  defeat.  Upon  what  principle,  therefore, 
such  an  expedient  was  resorted  to,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  discover:  they  only  who  acted* in  it  could 
explain  it.  Just  the  same  opinion  he  entertained 
of  the  court  of  inquiry.  It  was  a  shield  to  ward 
off  iuvebtigatiua  from  minibteis  themselves^  but  he 
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trusted  their  Lordships  would  not  be  prevented 
from  makuig  a  scrupulous  iuvestigatioQ  in  theu 
own  way.  He  knew  the  character  of  the  Portu- 
guese exceedingly  well;  they  (excepting  the  peo- 
ple of  Lisbon)  were  as  brave  as  any  people  in  the 
world,  and,  officered  with  British  soldiers,  would 
have  shewn  an  undaunted  Iront  to  the  enemy. 
Why  was  not  that  expedient  made  use  off  Mi* 
nisters  ought  to  have  known  their  value,  and  if 
they  did  not,  their  ignorance  was  inexcusable.  If 
the  house  did  its  duty,  it  would  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  there  tell  the 
sovereign  the  bold  truth,  that  if  he  did  not  remove 
his  ministers,  they  would  ruin  the  country." 

The  subject  of  Lord  St.  Vincent's  speech  was 
repeated  by  Lord  Henry  Petty,  in  the  House  of 
Commonsj  and  answered  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley* 
who  certainly  proved  the  necessity  of  entering 
into  the  convention  of  Cintra,  as  the  best  means 
of  ridding  Portugal  of  a  cruel  and  destructive 
enemy.  The  terms  on  which  the  surrender  of  the 
Russian  squadron  was  received^  were  dictated  at 

home,  and  sent  out  to  Sir  Charles  Cotton  :  they 
were  nearly  similar  to  those  under  which  the 
Dutch  fleet,  in  1799»  was  given  up  to  Sir  Andiew 
Mitchell. 

The  transactions  in  the  Channel  this  year  were 

important  in  themselves ;  and  much  more  so,  as 
they  formed  a  powerful  diversion  in  favour  of 

Spain.  The  active  and  succcsstul  Admiral  AHe^ 
mande  had  in  the  month  of  February  ettected  his 
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retreat  into  thePertuis  D'Antioche,  and  taken  up, 
as  he  coaceived,  a  secure  auchonige  between  the 
Isle  D'Aix  and  the  Boyvrt  Shoal.  His  force  amoimb> 
ed  to  ten  sail  of  the  line  (one  of  them  a  first  rate), 
'  one  fifty-gun  ship,  and  four  frigates. 

The  outer  part  of  this  anchorage  is  called  Basque 
Roads ;  here  during  the  war  our  squadrons  had  been 

accustomed  to  ride  in  perfect  security,  defended 

from  eyery  wind,  except  from  west  to  north-west. 
The  holding  ground  is  however  so  good  between 
the  islands  of  and  Oleron,  that  we  have  no  in- 
.  stance  of  any  accident  by  our  ships  driving  from 
their  anchors. 
The  British  squadron  stationed  in  Basque  Roads 

was  not  at  its  anchorage  at  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  AUemandei  a  very  iortunate  circumstance,  as 
Rear-admiral  the  Honourable  Robert  Stopford, 
who  commanded,  had  with  him  only  three  sail  of 
the  line,  and  three  frigates.  The  moment  he  re- 
ceived uiformation  of  his  enemy,  he  dispatched  the 
Naiad  to  acquaint  Lord  Gambler,  off  Ushant ;  and 
that  ship  had  only  got  a  few  miles  from  the  squa- 
dron, when  she  made  the  signal  for  three  strange 
sail.  These  were  immediately  pursued  by  our  ships, 
until  they  took  shelter  in  a  bay  formed  by  the  Sa- 
ble D'Olonne,  where,  being  defended  by  strong 
batteries,  they  considered  themselves  no  doubt  in 
perfect  security :  the  Rear-admiral  however  soon 
brought  them  to  action.  The  Defiance  and  the 
Amelia,  from  their  light  draft  of  water,  being  en- 
abled to  get  much  closer  than  the  Ceesar  and  Done- 
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gal.  Captain  Hodiaiii,  one  of  our  best  pilots  for  the 

cosMst  of  France*  anchored  the  Defiance  within  half 
a  mile  of  them»  and  by  his  fiie»  and  that  of  the 

other  ships,  soon  obliged  the  frigates  to  cat  their 
cables,  and  run  on  shore.  The  ebb  tide  making, 
our  ships  stood  out,  leaving  the  enemy  witiiout 
much  chance  of  getting  off ;  and  when  seen  on  the 
following  day,  they  were  lying  on  their  beam-ends, 
completely  unrigged.  The  Defiance  had  two  men 
killed,  and  twenty-five  wounded;  the  Donegal  had 
one  killed,  and  six  wounded.  Captain  the  Ho- 
nourable F.  P.  Irby»  of  the  Amelia,  reported  that 
these  ships  were  the  Italienne,  Calypso,  and  Fu* 
rieuse.  After  this  afiair,  the  Rear-admiral  was 
joined  by  the  Theseus,  Tpumph,  Revenge,  and 
VaUant,  of  the  line,  and  Indefatigable  frigate, 
making  his  force  amount  to  seven  sail  of  the  line. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  security  of  their  strong 
position,  under  the  Isle  d'Aix,  the  French  threw 
up  works  on  the  Boyart  Shoal ;  but  from  this  they 
were  soon  dislodged  by  the  Honourable  Captain 


± 

gun-brig,  went  in  and  compelled  them  to  retire. 

The  French  Admiral  having  committed  him- 
self to  this  roadstead,  was  vigorously  blockaded 
by  Lord  Gambier,  with  a  strong  division  of  the 
Channel  fleet  In  the  month  of  March,  his  Lord* 
ship  occupied  the  anchorage  of  Basque  Roads. 
The  shoals  which  lay  in  the  Pertuis  D'Antioche, 
and  the  strength  of  the  batteries  on  the  Isle  D'Aix, 
seemed  to  forbid  the  approach  of  our  ships  near 
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enough  to  bring  the  enemy  to  action.  Lord  Gam- 
bier,  either  acting  on  a  proposal  of  Sir  Richard 
Keat8»  made  two  years  before,  or  on  one  more 
recently  sent  in  by  Lord  Cochrane,  wrote  to  the 
board  of  Admiralty  for  permission  to  destroy  the 
French  ships  by  means  of  fire- vessels.  Lord  Mul- 
grave  and  his  colleagues  having  in  the  mean  time 
conversed  with  Lord  Cochrane,  had  anticipated 
the  Admiral's  wishes ;  and  preparations  were  im- 
mediately made  for  carrying  their  resolutions  into 
effect. 

The  enemy's  squadron  was  moored  in  two  com- 
pact lines,  within  point  blank  range  of  the  guns  of 
Isle  D'Aix,  where  Ihe  extent  of  deep  water  was  so 

confined,  as  to  bring  the  ships  into  close  order,  at 
the  same  time»  a  wider  distance  would  have  been 
desirable. 

Such  was  the  position  of  the  enemy,  when  the 
following  order  was  transmitted  to  Lord  Gambier» 
by  whom  it  was  received  on  the  19th  of  March, 
when  his  Lordship  was  occupied  in  preparing  fire- 
vessels  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  enemy : 

(MOST  SECRET.) 

AimM^  q/fcg,  Morek  16^  1800, 

Mt  Loan, 

I  am  commanded  by  my  Lmda  Commimioiicfa  of  the  Admi- 
ralty to  acquaint  yonr  Lordsblp,  that  tbej  Iwfe  ord«rcfd  tweke 
transports  to  be  fitted  as  fire-shipa,  and  to  proceed  and  join 
you  o6f  Rochefort;  and  that  Mr.  Congreve  is  also  undei  orders 
to  proceed  to  your  Lordship  iu  a  coppered  transport  (the  Cleve- 
land), containing  a  larjs^e  assortment  of  rockets,  and  supplied 
with  a  detachment  of  marine  artiikry  inslructed  in  the  use  of 
«      Uiem,  and  placed  under  Mr.  Congreve's  orders:  that  the  bomb- 
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^9ttk  QMNd  in  tbc  mufjok  {Mtsm,  Tbnadet,  Vttiunmh  Homd, 
md  Fwefyp  m  likewue  under  ordm  to  fit  in  sea  with  nil  pot* 
nble  expedition,  and  to  join  yon  as  soon  as  they  may  be  ready* 
That  all  tbese  preparations  aie  siaking  with  a  view  to  enable 
yonr  Lordship  to  mkn  nn  attach  on  the  Ffeneh  liaet  nt  thair 
anchorage  off  Isle  D*Ais,  if  practicable.  Aod  I  aai  farther  com- 
loaiided  to  signify  their  Lordships*  directions  to  you,  to  take 
, into  cousideration  the  possibility  of  making  au  attack  on  the 
enemy,  either  conjointly  with  your  line  of  battle  ships,  frigates, 
and  small  craft,  fire-ships,  bombs,  and  rockets,  or  se|>arateiy  by 
any  of  the  above  named  means. 

You  are  to  man  the  fire-ships  with  volunteers  from  the  fleet, 
intrusting  the  said  ships  in  charge  of  officers  of  the  rank  of 
commanden  who  may  happen  to  be  present,  and  shall  volunteer 
their  services  on  this  occasion ;  but  as  it  is  not  likely  there  will 
be  oificera  sufficient  of  that  rank  to  command  all  the  fire-ships, 
yon  are  to  make  up  the  deficiency  fagr  soch  lientennots  of  the 
lue  of  battle  ships  as  shall  ▼olvnteer  their  actfices^  giviqg  the 
preference  to  the  first  lieutenants;  and  when  the  said  fire-ships 
am  manned  by  Tolnntecrs  horn,  tfan  fleet,  yon  are  to  oanae  their 
original  cvews  to  be  ieoei?ed  oo  board  the  shipe  of  yonr  fleet; 
and  in  the  e? ent  of  the  said  fire-ships  being  destroyed,  you  are 
to  send  home  the  said  men,  in  order  to  their  iMing  discharged, 
furnishing  them  with  such  certificates  or  protections  as  shall 
secure  them  from  being  ii]ij)ress€d  iuto  bis  Majeslv's  service. 
You  are  also  to  hold  out  to  the  volunteers  and  the  oibcers  to 
whom  the  command  of  the  lire-ships  may  be  intrusted,  every 
expectation  of  reward  m  the  event  of  success. 

It  is  their  Lordships*  farther  direction,  that  you  state  to  me, 
for  their  informatiou,  whether  any  farther  augmentation  of  force 
of  any  description  is  in  your  opinion  necessary,  to  enable  you 
to  perform  this  serrice  with  full  efiect,  that  it  may  be  prepared 
and  forwarded  to  yon  without  a  moment's  delay;  their  Lord- 
ships having  come  to  a  determination  to  leave  no  means  untried 
to  destroy  the  enemy's  squadron. 

In  Older  to  give  yonr  JUrdship  every  miarmalioii  on  this  im- 
portant subject,  my  Lords  have  directed  me  to  enclose  to  yon  a 
paper  drawn  up  by  Sir  Richard  Kcats»  hi  1807*  p«o|Kising  a 
mode  of  attacking  the  enemy's  squadron  under  Isle  D^Ais. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  my  Leffd, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obodient  bumUe  servantt 

W.  W.  POLE. 
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On  the  3d  of  April,  Lprd  Gambier  was  joiiied 

by  Lord  Cuchraae,  in  the  Iraperieuse,  who  brought 
with  him  an  order  from  the  Admiralty^  directing 

the  employ  meal  of  Lord  Cochrane  to  lead  the 
attack. 

The  fire-vessels,  and  explosion-vessels,  were  fit* 

ted  for  this  service  in  a  new  and  aingular  manner. 
The  first  were  intended  to  bum  without  imme* 
diate  explosion;  the  others  were  i&U^d  with  live 
shells,  barrels  of  powder,  stones,  and  every  sort  of 

projectile  likely  to  be  destructive  to  the  enemy. 

The  whole  of  them  arrived  in  Basque  £Loads  on 
the  8th  of  April* 

The  arrangeaients  for  the  attack  having  been 
eompleted.  Lord  Cochrane  made  the  signal  to 
weigh,  and  ran  in  with  the  Imperieuse  until  be 
judged  his  own  ship  sufficiently  near;  he  then  an* 
chored,  and  went  with  a  lieutenant  and  his  gig's 
crew  on  board  of  one  of  the  fire-brigs  to  the  last 
object  of  the  esqfiedition. 

It  was  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that  the 
Mediator  had  been  provided  for  the  service  of 
breaking  the  boom,  as  it  is  certain  it  would  have 
resisted  a  smaller  vessel;  still  more  fortunate  that 
the  command  of  her  was  intrusted  to  a  young  hero, 
who,  m  dehance  of  his  enemies,  and  their  showers 
of  shot  and  shells,  was  resolved  to  bear  down  this 
obstacle  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  With  a  strong 
breeze,  and  a  flood.  Captain  James  Wooldridge 

ran  his  ship  ou  the  boom  at  a  nght^angle ;  it 

yielded  to  the  shock ;  and  the  passage  up  to  the 
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very  sides  of  the  enemy's  fleet  now  being  open,  the 
smaller  fire-vessels  followed.  That  in  which  Lord 

Cochraae  was,  exploded  outside  of  the  boom,  and 
sooner  than  his  Lordship  intended ;  some  of  the 
vessels  mistook  their  course,  owing  to  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  and  failed  entirely.  As  soon  as 
the  Mediator  had  broken  the  boom,  and  not  befim, 
some  of  the  enemy  s  ships  of  the  line  cut  their  ca- 
bles, and  rah  on  the  sand*  banks.  Captain  Wool- 
dridge  set  fire  to  his  train ;  the  ship  was  instantly 
in  flames;  the  lieutenants,  Clements  and  Peart, 
with  the  crew,  got  into  the  boats,  followed  by  the 
Captain,  who  was  dreadfully  scorched. 
■  After  the  daring  Wooldridge,  in  the  Mediator, 
had  broken,  the  boom,  Captain  Joyce,  in  the  Ze* 
phyr  fire-ship,  ran  in^  and  when  distant  from  one 
of  the  French  ships  of  the  line  about  two  cables 
length,  fired  his  trains,  placed  his  people  in  the 
boats,  himself  and  Mr.  James  Sedgwick  Lean  (a 
young  midshipman)  only  remaining  on  board,  till 
the  vessel  was  in  flames  fore  and  aft,  when  they 
jumped  into  the  sea,  and  swam  to  the  gig,  which 
they  reached  with  great  difficulty.  By  this  time 
the  Zephyr  was  so  close  to  the  French  ship,  that 
she  was  kept  off  only  by  fire-bpoms,  while  the 
enemy  cut  their  cables,  and  by  that  means  avoidied 
the  danger.  The  batteries  and  all  the  ships  at  the , 
same  time  kept  up  a  constant  and  furious  fire  of 
shot,  shells,  grape,  and  musketry,  but  without 
doing  any  injury  to  Captain  Joyce  and  his  boats. 
The  flood  tide,  which  ran  strong,  and  the  wind  and 
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sea  being  all  against  them,  the  boat  was  exposed 
to  this  hxG ;  and  what  considerably  increased  their 
danger^  was  the  explosion  of  another  fire-TesseU 
just  without  them,  which  distinctly  shewed  their 
position  to  the  enemy. 

After  the  officers  had  performed  their  duty,  and 
sent  the  burning  convoy  into  the  enemy's  anchor- 
age,  they  had  an  arduous  and  difficult  task  to  per- 
form in  regaining  tlie  Imperiense,  which  was  the 
nearest  ship,  and  placed  to  receive  them.  Many 
of  the  officers  and  men  on  getting  on  board  were 
found  to  be  much  wounded,  and  exhausted  with 
&tigue,  having  been  four  hours  in  the  boate. 

When  daylight  came,  seven  sail  of  the  French 
line  lay  on  shore,  and  Lord  Cochrane  made  the 
signal  to  the  Admiral  that  they  might  be  destroyed. 

Lord  Gambler  immediately  made  the  signal  to 
weigh,  and  the  fleet  ran  up  and  anchored  within 
three  miles  of  the  Isle  of  Aix :  the  enemy,  as  the 
tide  rose,  succeeded  in  removmg  all  but  three  sail 
of  the  line  into  deep  water,  towards  the  entrance 
of  the  Charente.  Captain  John  Bligh,  of  the  Va- 
liant, was  ordered  to  take  his  own  ship,  with  the 
Revenge,  Captaui  A.  Kerr,  Indefatigable,  Aigle, 

Emerald,  Pallas,  Beagle,  -^tna  bomb,  Insolent, 
Growler,  Conflict,  Encounter,  and  Fervent  gun- 
brigs,  to  effect  the  destraetion  of  those  which  re- 
mained on  the  Boyart  Shoal.  At  twenty  minutes 
past  two.  Lord  Cochrane,  in  the  Imperiense,  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  of  the  Calcutta,  which  sur- 
rendered to  his  fire.   Captain  Bligh  s  squadron 
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soon  after  joined  in  the  attack  on  the  Aquilon, 
seventy-four,  and  Varsovie,  eighty,  both  of  which 
Mrrendered  before  five  o'clock.  The  prisonefs 
were  immediately  removed  and  the  ships  set  on 
fire:  the  enemy,  to  save  our  brave  fellows  the 
trouble,  set  fire  to  the  Toimerre,  of  seventy-four 
guns,  at  the  same  time. 

Rear-admiral  Stopford,  intheCssar^wasordered 
up  to  support  the  advance,  with  the  Theseus,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  three  fire-ships,  and  all  the 
boats  of  the  fleet,  to  throw  Congreve  rockets  into 
any  of  the  enemy  s  ships  exposed  to  such  attack ; 
but  the  ships  of  the  line  not  having  water  enough 
to  anchor,  were  ordered  out,  and  the  service  left 
to  be  executed  by  the  frigates,  and  smaller  vessels, 
better  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  attack. 

The  names  of  the  ships  composing  the  enemy's 
squadron. 


, ...  .     t  Vice-admiral  Allemande— ship  op  tbore 

^^^^   120  J    UDder  Touras. 

Fondfojant  SO  ReSMulBiirai  Gourdcn* 

Cotnrd**   74  On  shore  under  Tounii. 

Tourvttle*  •  •  •  •  •    74   Od  shore  in  the  river. 

Rogshii  ••••••    74  On  shorn  under  If  adene* 

Icen  Bart   74  On  sfaoie. 

Jemappe   74  On  shore. 

^onnerre   74  Nine  montfaft  old«  bunt. 

Aquilon   74  Old  staip»  bunt. 

YillodeVarsofie  80  Neier  at  sea,  burnt 

^  .  (Loaded  with  flour  and  military  stores, 

^"^^   ^\  burnt. 

.  .  AA^On  shore,  on  her  beaD»^ada^  aftetwaids 

  burnt  by  the  enen J. 

Elbe,  Pallas,  Hortense,  one  of  them  on  shore,  name  not  known* 


Digitized  by 


IM.]  CHiliNNEL.  907 

The  number  of  our  killed  and  wounded  was  very 
small,  compared  to  the  injury  done  to  the  enemy* 

On  board  the  British  sqaadron  two  ofloers  and 
eight  men  were  killed,  nine  officers  and  twenty«- 
rfx  wounded :  one  man  missing,  supposed  t6 
have  been  drowned. 

The  Captains  Wooldridge  and  Joyce  were  pro* 
moted  to  the  rank  of  post-captains.  The  former 
had  a  medal  from  his  Majesty  for  having  broken 
the  boom.  The  Patriotic  Fund  presented  him  with 
a  sword  valued  at  one  hundred  guineas ;  and  to 
each  of  his  lieutenants  one  of  fifty  guineas. 

lieutenant  Clements  and  some  other  ot&em 

were  also  promoted. 

Here  then  the  enemy  had  sustained  a  defeat 
ahnost  as  disastrous,  and  much  more  disgracefial 
than  those  of  the  1st  and  23d  of  June,  in  the  years 
1794  and  6.  They  had  lost  three  ships  of  the  line 
besides  the  Calcutta;  a  fourth,  the  Jean  Bart,  was 
lost  on  the  Pallais  shoal  a  few  days  alter,  in  con** 
sequence  of  this  attack.  All  the  other  ships  were 
forced  to  retreat  into  shallow  water,  where  they  were 
dismantled  and  laid  up,  for  a  long  time»  useless  to 
their  country.  The  praises  and  reward  bestowed 
on  Lord  Cochrane  he  fully  merited:  his  Lordship 
was  created  a  knight  of  the  Bath,  when  the  admis- 
sion  to  that  noble  order  was  reserved  for  the 
highest  services  rendered  to  the  state,  either  ii^ 
the  cabinet  or  the  field.  There  were  also  other 
officers,  who  deserved  well  of  their  country,  but 
who  sunk  into  silent  and  modest  retirement,  and 


4 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


288  CHANNBL.  [ItW. 

would  never  have  been  mentioned  again  for  that 

service,  but  for  the  disagreements  which  ensued 
on  the  arrival  of  the  dispatches  in  England.  The 
Captains  Bligh,  Prouse,  Kerr,  Rodd,  Wolfe» 
Wooldridge,  and  many  others,  were  greatly  dis- 
tinguished, as  were  the  first  lieutenants  of  ships 
of  the  line,  commanding  the  fire-vessels,  and  the 
lieutenants  oi  gun-brigs.  The  names  oi  these  offi- 
cers are  too  numerous  for  insertion;  bnt  never  had 
Britain  more  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  navy  than 
on  this  occasion,  when  the  fleet  of  their  rival  was 
pursued  and  destroyed  under  fheir  own  batteries, 
and  in  one  of  their  best  anchorages ;  never  was 
more  zeal  displayed,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 

rank,  and  it  is  not  too  mucli  to  say,  that  the  just 
expectation  of  England  was  not  disappointed—: 

Every  man  did  his  duty.'* 

Unfortunately  though  the  king  and  the  country 
were  satisfied  with  the  deeds  of  the  navy,  the  navy 
was  at  variance  with  itself,  and  two  courts-martial 
of  [singular  importance  to.  the  service,  succeeded 
tiie  rejoicings  for  the  victory. 

Rear-aduiiral  Eliab  Harvey,  of  whom  we  have 
had  to  make  honourable  mention,  being  at  this 
time  second  in  command  of  the  Channel  fleetr 
conceived  that  he  iiad  a  right  to  fill  the  situation 
assigned  to  Lord  Cochrane,  then  a  very  young  and 
a  junior  officer.  The  gallant  Rear-admiral  appeafs 
to  have  been  excited  almost  to  a  degree  of  mental 
aberration,  when  denied  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing the  enemies  of  his  country ;  he  indulged  ia 
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the  moftt  vioIeDt  invective  against  the  Cbmnmnder- 

in-chief,  in  an  open  and  undisguised  manner,  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  Caledonia»  as  well  as  pri^ 
vately  in  the  Admitral^s  cabin;  it  was  therefore 
justly  conceived  that  the  discipline  of  the  service 
must  be  destroyed,  unless  an  appeal  was  made  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  for  its  vindication  and  sup- 
port. Lord  Gambier,  with  this  view  only^  and,  as 
we  sincerely  believe,  without  any  personal  ani- 
mosity against  the  Rear-admiral,  applied  for  a 
court-martial  on  him :  it  was  granted,  and  the  trial 
took  place  on  the  22d  of  May,  on  board  the  Gla- 
diator, in  Portsmouth  "harbour. 

The  facts,  as  stated  in  Lord  Gambler's  letter, 
were  clearly  proved  before  a  court  composed  of 
officers  of  high  rank  and  character,  to  many  of 
whom,  as  the  Rear-admiral  said  in  his  defence,  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  personally  known.  With 
a  naval  court-martial  we  shall  ever  maintain,  that 
partiality  has  as  little  share,  as  in  any  human 
institution.  The  Rear-admiral  was  found  guilty, 
and  dismissed  from  his  Majesty's  service ;  but  ia 
consideration  of  ins  former  unblemished  and  dis- 
tingiushed  character,  particularly  for  his  conduct 
in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  he  was  shortly  after 
restored  to  his  rank. 

Without  partaking  in  any  way  of  the  feefings  of 
the  Rear-admiral,  Lord  Cochrane  was  hostile  to 
the  Commander-in-chief  on  very  different  grounds. 
His  Lordship  openly  asserted  that  more  might 
have  been  done,  had  his  (Lord  Cochrane's)  signals 

VOL.  IV.  tl 
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beeo attended  to ;  and  that  theeiiemy  was  aUowed 

to  escape  for  want  of  proper  energy  in  the  pursuit. 
Whether  mstigated  by  the  spirit  of  the  party  with 
which  his  Lordship  was  at  that  time  unhappily 
connected,  or  whether  he  really  conceived  the 
interests  of  the  nation  had  been  abandoned  by  4h6 
Admiral,  it  is  not  ior  us  to  determine;  perhaps 
both  these  causes  combined  to  sour  his  mind,  and 
produce  that  reply  to  Lord  Mulgrave's  oommuiu- 
cation,  which,  we  believe,  has  been  the  parent  of 
all  the  sucoeeding  misfortaiies  of  Lord  Cochrane. 

The  Earl  of  Mulgrave  as  first  Lord  o(  the  Ad* 
miraity,  having  intimated  to  his  Lordship  that  it 
waa  intended  by  his  Majesty's  goyminient  to 
move  the  thanks  of  both  houses  of  parliament  to 
Lord  Gambier»  and  the  other  officers  and  crews  of 
the  flttet  senring  in  Basque  roads,  Lord  Cochrane 
observed,  that  in  the  event  of  such  a  measure,  he 
should  feel  himself  bound  by  his  public  duty 
(being  a  member  of  parliament )  to  object  to  the 
thanks,  so  iar  as  they  wouki  apply  to  the  €om- 
mander-ii^chief.  These  aeatilnentsbefaig  officially 
communicated  to  LordGambier,  his  Lordship  very 
naturally  demanded  a  oenrt-martial*  to  inveetigate 
every  part  of  his  conduct  relative  to  the  ajttadk 
the  French  fleet  in  ^Basque  Roads. 

In  looking  back  to  die  M4iote  transactielii  we 
cannot  help  regretting  that  Lord  Cochrane  had 
not  preferred  his  charge  offieiaUy,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  service,  instead  of  leaviilg  it  to  be 
drawn  by  inference  from  the  journals  oi  the  fleet 
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It  should  not  be  ibrgotteu  that  the  situati^ms  of 
Lord  Oambier  and  Lord  Cochrane,  on  the  llth 
and  12th  of  April,  were  essentially  different ;  the 
first  having  responsibility^  the  second  none.  Had 
Lord  Cochrane  lost  the  Imperieuse  on  the  Boyart 
Shoal,  his  bravery  would,  if  possible,  have  re* 
ceived  a  higher  lustre.  Had  Lord  Gambier  so  com- 
mitted the  fleet  under  his  command,  as  either  to 
have  run  the  ships  on  shore,  or  exposed  them  to 
conflagration  in  a  narrow  anchorage,  the  nation 
might  have  felt  the  effects  of  his  imprudence,  and 
fais  character  (dearer  to  him  than  his  Ufe)  have 
suffered  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  The  object  in 
view,  the  total  destruction  of  the  enemy  's  fleet,  was 
not  to  be  obtained  by  the  riskof  loss  of  the  Channel 
fleets  the  main  support  of  the  empire.  Such  are 
the  opmions  of  many  othcers  of  talent  and  enter- 
prise, and  these  opinions  received  their  highest 
confirmation  by  the  sentence  of  a  tribunal,  the 
justice  of  whose  decisions  has  been  rarely  called 
in  question. 

A  court-martial  was  assembled  on  board  the 
Gladiator,  in  Portsmouth  harbour,  on  the  26th  day 

of  July,  1810.  It  was  composed  of  the  following 
officers : 

Adniial  Sir  ROGER  CURTIS,  Bert.  Pmident. 

Admiral  William  Yoitno     Vice-adm.  Sir  J.  Duckwobth 

Vice-adfo.  Sir  H.  Stanuopb  —  B.  Douglas 

—  G.  Campbell      Remuliiiiral  Svtton 
Captain  John  Iswin  Captaio  R«  Hall 

 Dickson   —  R,  D.  Dunn. 

V  2  . 
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The  order  directed  to  the  President  \fasas  follows: 


ADMIRALTT  ORDER. 
Bjf  the  Commitrionen  for  meting  ikt  Ogice  pf  Lord 
Higk  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  GreiU  Britain 

and  Iriiandy  Sfc. 
Whereas  Admiral  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Gambier  has, 
by  his  letter  to  our  secretary  of  tlie  ;^Olh  of  May,  IB09,  requested 
that  his  conduct  as  Coiiunander-in-cliitf  of  the  Chaunel  £leet|* 
employed  in  Basque  Roads,  between  the  17th  day  of  March 
and  the  2Uih  of  Aprils  1809|  may  be  iuquired  iulo  by  a  court- 
martial  : 

And  whereas  by  the  log-books  aod  minutes  of  siiinals  of  the 
Caledonia,  liuperieuse,  aod  other  ships  employed  on  that  service, 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  said  Admiral  Lord  Gambior  on  the 
12th  day  of  the  said  mooth  of  April,  the  eneroyS  ships  being 
then  00  shore,  and  the  «%iial  having  been  made  that  tbey  could 
be  destroyed,  did  for  a  cootiderabie  time  neglect  or  delay  taking 
effectual  measures  for  destroying  them:  We  therefore,  in  com- 
pliance with  hia  Lordship's  request,  aod  in  consequence  of  what 
appean  in  tbe  said  log-books  and  minutes  of  sigoaU>  Ibiuk  fit 
that  a  court-martial  shall  be  assembled,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  into  his  Lordship's  conduct,  trying  him  for  the  same. 
We  tend  you  herewith  bia  Lordihip'f  letter  of  the  lOlh  of  the 
laid  month,  tbeveiD  rderred  to,  together  with  an  attested  copy 
of  a  letter  of  our  secretary,  dated  the  29th  of  last  month,  and 
addressed  to  Lord  Cochrane,  and  his  Lordship^s  reply  thereto, 
with  the  log-books  aod  minutes  of  signals  above  isei^ooed,  and 
wc  do  hereby  require  and  dirsot  yon  to  assemble  a  conrt-nanial 
on  Monday  the  19tK  of  this  month  (if  the  witnesses  shall  be  then 
ready,  and  if  not,  then  as  soon  after  as  they  shall  be  so)  to  try 
the  said  Admiial  the  R^hl  Honourable  Lord  Gambler,  Ibr  hb 
conduct  in  the  Instance  herein  before  mentioned.  And  also  to 
inquire  into  his  whole  conduct  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
Channel  fleet,  employed  in  Basque  Roads*  between  the  17th 
day  of  March  and  the  29th  day  of  April,  1909,  and  to  try  him 
for  the  same  accordingly. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  5th  day  of  June,  1809, 

(Signed)  MULGRAVE.      R.  BICKERTON. 

W.  DOMETT.      R.  MOORSOM. 

By  Command  of  their  Lordships, 
(Signed)  W.  W.  POUL 
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One  paragraph  of  this  document  must  strike  the 
most  cursory  reader^  namely,  that  "  by  the  loga 
and  signal  minutes  of  the  Caledonia,  Imperieuse, 
and  other  ships,  it  appeared  that  Lord  Gambier 
did  for  a  considerable  time  neglect  or  delay  taking 
effectual  measures  for  destroying  them."  This  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  language  of  Lord 
Cochrane,  and  thus  far  certainly  justified  his  Lord-  . 
ship's  proceedings ;  the  ordeal  therefore  of  a  court- 
martial,  composed  of  men  of  talent  in  the  profession, 

was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  character  of  ♦ 
Lord  Grambier.  The  details  of  this  highly  interest- 
ing trial  are  much  too  long  for  insertioii  in  a  work 
of  this  nature ;  and  as  they  are  to  be  found  at  large 
in  the  Naval  Chronicle  of  the  year  1809,  and  other 
publications,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  giving 
the  result,  and  referring  our  readers  to  the  official 
papers  for  farther  information. 

After  a  most  laborious  and  minute  investigation 
of  all  the  circumstances,  occupying  the  attention 
of  the  court  from  the  26th  of  July  to  the  9th  of 
August,  the  following  sentence  was  given : 

That  the  charge  *<tfaat  Admrnl,  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Gambier,  on  the  12th  of  April,  the  enemy's  ships  being  then  on 
shore,  and  the  signal  having  been  made  that  they  could  be 
destroyed,  did  for  a  considerable  time  neglect  or  delay  tLiking 
effectual  measures  for  destroying  them,"  had  not  been  proved 
against  the  suid  Right  Hoiiourable  Lord  Giuiibier;  that  his 
Lordship's  conduct  on  iliat  occasion,  as  well  as  his  general 
conduct  as  Commaiidei  -in-chief  of  the  Channel  fleet  employed 
in  Basque  Roads,  between  the  17 th  of  March  and  20th  day  of 
April,  1809,  was  marked  by  real  judgment  and  ability,  and  an 
anxious  attention  to  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  service,  and 
did  adjudge  him  to  be  mobt  honourably  acquitted* 
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Sir  Roger  Ourtk,  tbe  prettdent,  then  reUumed 
the  sword  of  the  Admiral  (which  duriag  the  trial 
had  lain  on  tbe  table),  with  an  appropriate  eulo- 

gium:  his  Lordship  made  a  proper  but  very  laconic 

aoftwer,  then  bowed,  and  retired  with  his  friends. 

In  the  month  of  July>  Captain  Columbine, 
of  the  Solebayi  of  thirty-two  gons,  aud  Major 
Maxwell,  commanding  the  garrison  of  Gorte,  learnt 
that  the  neighbouring  French  settlement  of  Senegal 
had  become  a  rendezvous  ioff  privateers,  and  had 
given  mnoh  annoyance  to  our  trade;  it  vras  there* 
fore  determined  by  these  two  gallant  oflBLcers  to 
attadLit.  They  proceeded  against  it  with  tbe 
Solebay,  Derwent  sloop  of  war,  Tygress  gu&*brig, 
and  some  smaU  merchant  vessels,  having  on 
board  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 

troops,  to  which  were  added  one  hundred  and 

twenty  seamen  and  fifty  marines.  Tbe  enemy  s 
fbroe  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  regulars 

and  two  hundred  aiid  forty  militia ;  but  they  sur- 
rendered the  island  of  St.  Louis,  and  its  depend- 
encies,  to  the  British  crown  with  little  opposition, 
the  garrison  becoming  prisoners  of  war.  Captain 
Frederick  Parker,  of  the  Derwent,  and  his  boat's 
crew,  were  drowned  in  crossing  the  bar,  and  the 
Solebay  was  wrecked  in  gomg  up  the  river,  but 
her  people  were  saved. 

Captain  (now  Sir  Michael)  Seymour  of  the 
Amethyst,  of  forty-four  guns,  captured,  c*.  Me  dth 
of  April,  the  Niemen,  of  forty-four  guns,  a  very  fine 
frigate,  quite  new  copper-fastened,  just  out  of 
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Vcvdaii  rcNuls,  with  a  oomplement  of  tbree  hm^ 

dred  aad  mneteen  men,  and  having  on  board  six 
months*  proTisioBS,  with  a  quantity  of  naTal  atoret. 

She  was  hound  to  the  Isle  of  France,  aiid  com- 
mandod  by  a  distinguished  French  oiticer»  Moos. 
Du  Potet. 

The  chase  began  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon: the  Emerald  was  m  compwy»  but  at  seven 
m  the  evening  the  Amethyst  lost  sight  of  the 
Emerald,  and  had  gained  nothing  on  the  enemy. 
After  darky  Captain  Seymour  so  shaped  his  conrse 
as  to  feU  in  with  the  object  of  his  pursuit  ahout 
half-past  nine ;  a  running  hght  oommenced,  and 
lasted  till  one  in  the  momtng,  when  the  Amethyst 
coming  fairly  alongside,  a  very  determined  action 
was  sustained  till  three.  At  this  time  the  main 
and  mizen*mast  of  the  enemy  ialling,  his  fire 
slackened,  while  that  oi  the  Amethyst  contmued 
in  full  vigour.  In  the  mean  time.  Captain  Mends, 
in  the  Arethusa,  came  up,  and  the  French  ship 
surrendered,  having  forty-seven  men  killed,  and 
seventy-three  wounded.  The  main  and  mizen- 
masts  of  the  Amethyst  fell,  also,  in  the  course  of 
the  aetaon :  she  had  eig^t  men  killed,  and  thirty* 
seven  wounded.  Captain  Maitland,  though  pos- 
sessing an  uncommon  share  of  vigilance  and 
attention,  was  unable,  from  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  tp  keep  sight  of  either  the  chase  or  the 
AmetH^t 

On  the  Ist  of  January,  Captain  Charles  Gill,  in 
tlie  Onyj^  brig  of  war,  of  ten  guns  and  seventy-six 
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men,  captured  the  Dutch  national  brig  Manly 

(formerly  British),  of  sixteen  guas,  twelve  of  which 
were  eighteen-pound  carronades,  and  four  long 
sixes,  with  a  complement  of  ninety-four  men.  It 
was  blowing  hard,  with  a  heavy  sea  running,  when 
Captain  Gill  brought  his  enemy  to  action,  which 
continued  for  two  hours,  and  the  Dutdunan  sur- 
rendered, having  five  of  his  men  killed  and  six 
wounded.  The  Onj^  had  three  wounded.  For 
this  action  Captain  Gill  was  promoted  to  post 
rank. 

In  the  month  of  May»  1809,  Captain  Selby,  of 
the  Owen  Glendower,  of  thirty- six  guns,  assisted 
by  Captain  Edward  MichoUs,  of  the  royal  marines, 
took  the  island  of  Anholt  in  the  Sleeve  or  passage 
to  the  Baltic.  The  garrison  surrendered  at  dis- 
cretion ;  one  hundred  and  seventy  men  were  made 
prisoners,  and  the  post  became  of  great  importance 
to  us  in  the  prosecution  of  the  northern  war.  A 
lighthouse  bad  been  erected,  and  a  light  kept 
burning  by  the  Danes,  who,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war^  had  extinguished  this  and  all  the  lights 
on  their  coast,  rendering  the  navigation  (at  all 
times  difficult),  nearly  impracticable  in  the  winter 
season,  and  during  the  night.  On  our  taking  the 
island,  this  important  light  was  restored. 

Captain  Goate,  in  the  Musquito  sloop  of  war, 
entered  the  river  Elbe,  and  took  possession  of  the 
fortress  of  Retzbuttei  at  Cuxhaven,  which  he 
entered  without  opposition.  The  French  garrison 
of  eighty-six  men  retreated.    The  mariues  and 
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seamen  of  the  British  vessels  disarmed  the  pbice, 

bringing  off  all  the  brass  guns,  destroying  the  for- 
tifications, and  reinstating  the  senate  of  Hamburg 
in  the  posscssioa  of  the  town  and  castle. 

Captain  T.  B.  Martin^  in  the  Implacablet  with 
the  Melpomene  in  company,  on  the  6th  of  July 
entered  the  gulf  of  Narva,  and  captured  nine  sail 
of  merchant  ressels^  loaded  with  timber  and  naval 
stores,  belonging  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
Lieutenant  Hawkey^  of  the  Implacable,  boarded 
with  the  ships*  boats  three  more^and  brought  them 
out.  The  Russian  flotilla  took  up  a  position  off 
Percoia  point*  which  appearing  to  Captain  Martin 
an  act  of  defiance,  he  ordered  Lieutenant  Hawkey, 
a  young  officer  of  most  distinguished  talent  and 
bravery,  to  attack  them.  The  boats  of  the  Im- 
placable, Bellerophon,  Melpomene,  and  Prome- 
theus, having  assembled. for  this  purpose,  put  off 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and,"  says  Captain 
Martin,  in  his  public  letter,  '*  proceeded  with  an 
irresistible  zeal  and  intrepidity  towards  the  enemy 
(who  had  the  advantage  of  local  knowledge),  to 
attack  a  position  of  extraordinary  strength,  withia 
two  rocks,  serving  as  a  cover  to  their  wings, 

whence  they  could  pour  a  destructive  lire  of  grape 
on  our  boats,  which,  notwithstanding,  advanced 
with  perfect  coolness,  and  never  fired  a  gun  till 
actually  touching  the  enemy,  whom  they  boarded 
sword  in  hand,  and  carried  all  before  them.  I 

believe  a  more  brilliant  achievement  docs  not  ijrace 

o 

th^  records  of  our  naval  history ;  of  eight  gun- 
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boat8«  each  mounting  a  thirty-two  and  twenty- 
font  pounder,  and  ferty-siz  men,  six  have  been 
brought  out,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  ships 
and  vessels  (twelve  in  nmnberX  under  their  pro* 

tection,  laden  with  powder  and  provisions  for  the 
Russian  army,  a  large  armed  ship  taken  and  burnt, 
and  one  gun^boat  sunk."  In  the  performance  of 

this  service,  the  gallant  young  Hawkey  fell  by  a 
grape-shot,  which  struck  him  al  ter  he  had  boarded 
a<d  taken  a  gun-boat,  and  was  in  the  act  of  attack- 
ing a  second.  His  last  words  were,  "Huzza — 
push  on — £ngiand  for  ever  1"  Lieutenant  Stirling, 
of  the  Prometheus,  was  mortally  wounded.  The 
command  of  the  boats  devolved  on  Lieutenant 
Allen,  of  the  Bellerophon,  supported  by  Lieu- 
tenants Houghton  and  Vernon,  of  the  Implacable; 
Sheridan  and  Shekel,  of  the  Bellerophon;  Rennie, 
of  the  Melpomene ;  and  the  lieutenants  of  marines, 
OrackneU,  Clerice,  Kendall,  and  Carrington.  The 
numbers  of  killed  amounted  on  our  side  to  seven- 
teen, and  of  wounded  to  thirty-seven ;  on  that  of 
the  Russians  to  sixty-three  killed,  besides  a  great 
number  drowned^  and  one  hundred  and  tw^ty- 
■even  prisoners,  of  whom  fifty-one  were  wounded. 

Captain  Lord  George  Stewart,  in  the  Aimablc 
of  thirty-two  guns,  having  the  command  in  the 
river  Elbe,  annoyed  the  French  who  atiU  hovered 
on  the  banks  of  that  river,  and  the  Weser.  His 
Lordship  landed  with  the  Captains  Goate,  Pettit, 
and  Watts,  of  the  Musquito,  Briseis^  and  Ephira, 
who.  With  a  party  of  their  marines  and  seamen. 
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dislodged  the  enemy  from  the  town  of  Gessen- 
dor^  spiked  theur  gua8»  destroyed  the  works,  and 
brought  vwBj  six  waggoa  loads  of  valuaUe  mer- 

dxaudi&c. 

While  the  Archduke  Chaiiea  was  eonteiidmg 

against  Bonaparte,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
and  Sir  Arthur  Wellcsley  fought  with  still  greater 
•ucoess  against  the  French  in  Portugal ;  while  the 
loTers  of  peace,  and  of  real  liberty  were  cheered 
with  the  accounts  of  the  battles  of  Aspeni  and 
Vimiera,  the  British  government,  in  order  to  give 
eSdot  to  these  advantages,  and  to  distract  the 
attentkin  of  the  iumghty  Napoleon,  planned  one  of 
the  most  stupendous  expeditions  that  this,  or 
perhaps  any  other  country,  had  ever  sent  ibrth. 

The  tyraat  discovered,  in  spite  of  his  nominal 
hlockade  of  England,  that  the  use  of  the  seas  was 
interdicted  to  him,  that  colonial  produce  could  not 
reach  the  ports  of  France,  without  first  passing 
the  ordeal,  and  paying  the  fine  at  a  British  custom- 
house. This  state  of  things,  produced  hy  his  own 
impolicy  and  arrogance,  w^s  felt  by  the  French, 
and  other  powers,  as  utterly  subversive  of  their 
oommeree.  HoUand,  whidi  far  fourteen  years  had 
groaned  under  the  despotism  of  the  governoients 
which  had  ruled  Fiunee,  seraied  willing  to  make  a 

third  effort  for  her  emancipation.  It  was  reason- 
ably coiyectured  by  the  mmisters  of  George  HI. 
that  the  moment  was  at^length  arrived,  when,  by 
a  great  and  simultaneous  movement  of  England, 
Austria,  and  Spain,  the  idol  of  the  French  revolu- 
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tion  might  be  broken  in  pieces.   Bonaparte  had 

begun  his  campaign  on  the  Riiine  and  Danube; 
Spain  was  up  in  arms ;  the  best  generals  and  the 
choicest  troops  of  France  were  employed  in  that 
country ;  and  the  British  ministers  began  to  pre- 
pare such  an  armament  for  the  invasion  of  Holland, 
as  it  was  conceived  would  liave  put  down  all  op- 
position,  and  give  to  the  friends  of  the  house  of 
Orange,  in  that  country^  an  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing themselves. 
The  land  forces  ordered  on  this  service,  under 

the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Chatliam,  amounted 
to  thirty-seven  thousand  men»  including  two  thou* 
sand  cavalry,  sixteen  companies  of  artillery,  one 
troop  of  horse  artillery,  three  hundred  military 
artificers,  twenty-eight  officers  of  engineers,  two 
companies  of  the  staff  corps,  and  a  detachment  of 
the  waggon  train. 

The  naval  preparations  were  of  a  proportionable 
magnitude ;  the  Hcet  was  under  the  commaad  of 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  his  ships- will  shew  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  government  was  willing  to  go,  in  order 
toeflfecttheobjects  which  they  had  in  view.  These 
were,  "  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  the  whole  of 
the  enemy*s  ships  of  war  alioat  in  the  Scheldt*  or 
building  at  Antwerp,  Terneuse,  or  Flushing ;  and, 
if  possible,  to  render  the  Scheldt  no  longer  navi- 
gable for  ships  of  war." 
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Names  of  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates,  with  their  Commanders^ 
which  accompanied  Sir  Richard  Hirachan  to  the  Scheldt. 

S^p«>               Own,  Cmmamdm* 

St. Domingo   74  ••••  Flag — Chailes  OiU 

^   ^  f  Rear-Admin]  Otwa j » 

Denmark   74  ••••  James  Bitiet 

Vietorioitf   74  ••••  J.Talbot 

ni  CRear-^dm.  Lord  Gardner 

  •  -  i    Capt.  E.  Cddrington 

Aodaciont  •  • « •   74  ••••  Donald  Campbell 

Tbetcos   74  William  PTowte 

Repulse   74  ••»«  Hod.  A.  K,  Legge 

Poiperlul  «•«•••••••  74  ^v* 

Snperb  *•   74  ••••  R.  Jackson 

Ccntaor   74  W.  H.  Webley  (now Parry ) 

v.«mbic   94 

Valiant   74  •  •  •  •  G.  E.  Hanmiond 

Couiagens   74  ••••  R.Plampin 

York*-***   74  ••••  R*Biirton 

PfinoessofOfange**  74  Francis  Bcauman 

Monarch  •  •  •  74  •  • « •  Ricbard  Lee 

Belleble   7  ••••  Geoige Cockbnirn  /  o^'"*^  '\ 

Orion   74  ••••  A«C. Dickson 

Resolution   74  ••••  G.  Burlton         1  oijrr\o 

Bellona   74  J.  E.  Douglas 

Eagle   74  • . .  •  Charles  Rowlej     X;^  ^p^i^ 

Impetnenx   74  J.  Lawford 

Revenge   74  • « •  •  Hon.  C.  Paget 

Hero  74  ••••  JameB  N.  Newioan 

Illnstrioas  *  •••  74  ••••  William  Droughtoii 

Ganges   74  ••••  Peter  Halket 

Aboukir*  •  •••  74  G.  Tarker 

Marlborough  •••*..  74  ••••  G.Moore 

Ro^alOak   74  ••••  Lord  Ameliua  Beauderck 

Alfred   74  ....  J.  R.  Watson 

Sceptre   74  ....  John  Ferricr 

Achilie   74  .... 

Namur   74  •  •  • « 
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fin    .  * .  •  i 

t    . . .  -  1 

F 

Frisatett 

T.  Garlh 

P.  Somerville 

Lord  Williafu  Stewart 

C.  Owen 

Sir  M.  Seymour 

Wiiuam  Bolton 

C.  W.  Boys 

a 

Hon.  J.  Percy 

G.  H.  L.  Dundas 

Salcctte 

• •    38    • • • • 

W.  Batburst 

 Wolfe 

K.  Maxwell 

—  Galway 

Lord  G.  Stewart 

* 

To  tk€$e  were  attached, 
33  iloops  of  war,  of  from  14  to  18  guos*— 5  bomb-vesseU — 
23  gmi'brigi — 17  hired  cutters — 14  revenue  ditto — 6  tenders — 
82  gon-boatt — 160  flat-bottomed  boat€ — all  the  dock-yard 
lighten,  with  anchors,  cables,  and  halsers,  for  assistiog  ships 
that  might  get  oa  shoie^all  the  &st  sailing  smaggiing-vesseb 
which  could  be  procnied  by  hiring  them^-every  rowing  galley 
at  Deal  and  Folkstone-^lransports  to  convey  military  stores 
and  provisions,  making  the  amount  of  hired  shipping  nw  one 
bundled  thousand  tons. 
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The  irtieiigth  af  the  efteny'i  fleet,  in  the  river 

Scheldt,  IS  collected  from  a  set  of  official  documents 
laid  before  parliameat  ixx  1810*  By  these  we  rea* 
dily  perceive  the  double  object  of  sending  a  force 
to  attack  Walcheren,  admitting  that  the  peace 
between  Franee  and  Austria  had  been  signed. 

The  country  of  Belgium,  with  Holland,  forming 
a  large  portion  of  the  maritime  empire  of  France^ 
contained  in  its  ports  a  fleet  ct  tnoh  mugnitude^ 
as  to  render  its  destruction  an  object  at  any  time 
worthy  of  our  attention;  and  doubljr  so^  when  the 
sttnation  of  Spain  was  considered. 

A  letter  from  Vice-admiral  G.  CampbeU,  to  the 
Honourable  W.  W.  Pole»  secretary  to  the  admi* 

ralty,  dated  on  board  the  Prmcess  of  Orange,  in 
the  JDowns^  January  18^  1809,  says^  that  in  the 
poft  of  FlusUng  there  were  nine  sail  6(  the  Une, 
two  frigates,  and  some  smaller  vessels.  At  Ant- 
werp, an  equal  number  of  ships  of  the  line,  filre  of 
which  were  under  jury-masts,  and  coming  down  to 
be  docked  and  coppered  in  the  basin  of  Flushing. 
On  the  3d  of  March,  the  same  oflker  reported  tin 
enemy's  force  in  Flushing  to  consist  of  fo>.r  ships 
of  eighty  guns,  seven  of  seventy-four,  two  frigates, 
two  corvettes,  and  a  brig. 

A  letter  from  Rear-admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan^ 
to  Lwd  Mulgrave,  dated  Venerable,  in  the  Downs, 
5th  of  April,  1809,  confirms  all  the  above,  on  the 
authority  of  Captain  Boxer,  of  the  royal  navy, 
•  This  officer  hsui  beeif  so  near  to  Fluriiing,  as  to 
take  a  sketch  of  the  position  of  ships  which  were 
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then  hauling  out  of  the  basin,  and  assembling  in 

the  road  before  the  town.  At  this  time,  it  also 
appeared  by  intelligence  from  Captain  M'Keslie, 
of  the  Calliope,  that  the  building  of  the  ships  at 
Antwerp  had  been  suspended,  in  consequence  of 
the  artificers  being  ordered  away  to  the  Rhine  to 
eonstruct  rafts  and  boats  for  the  passage  of  the 
French  army.  It  is  singular,  that  the  same  officer 
reporte4  in  this  dispatch  the  alarm  which  prevailed 

in  the  town  of  Flu  shin  at  an  expected  attack  from 
the  English;  this  was  confirmed  by  the  hurry  and 
confusion  with  which  the  ships  were  turned  out  of 
the  basin,  and  removed  higher  up  the  river,  leaving 
their  (lower-deck)  guns  at  Flushing.  There  were 
at  this  time  lying  in  Helveot  Sluys,  two  ships  of 
the  line,  one  frigate^  and  two  brigs.  The  Antwerp 
correspondent  was  certainly  in  error,  and  probably 
unworthy  of  any  notice,  when  he  acquainted  the 
admiralty,  in  the  month  of  May,  that  there  were 
ten  sail  of  the  line  on  the  stocks  at  that  place,  all 
eighty-gun  ships ;  ihe  fact  we  know  to  be  otherwise ; 
ttere  never  were  more  than  nine  slips  for  building 
in  the  dock  yard,  and  the  ships  built  there  were 
not  all  of  eighty  guns.  The  same  person  asserts, 
that  there  were  two  seventy-four  gun  ships  on  the 
stocks  at  Flushing,  when  it  is  well  known  there 
was  but  one  slip.  Government,  at  that  period, 
was  in  the  habit  of  paying  vast  sums  of  money  for 
intelligence,  and  was  often  greatly  imposed  upon. 

The  Dutch  fleet,  in  the  Texel,  was  in  the  spring 
of  1809,  in  so  deplorable  a  state,  as  to  give  us  no 
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sort  of  aiarm ;  and  every  account  from  Antwerp, 

and  the  Low  Coontries,  confirmed  that  the  land 
ibrces  were  few  in  number,  and  of  the  worst  de* 
scription.  The  flotilla^  of  every  class,  from  the 
Texel  to  Havre,  was  out  of  repair.  At  Boulogne, 
there  were  six  hundred  sail  of  vessels  rotten^  or 
rotting,  and  none  of  them  fit  for  service. 

1  he  Scheldt,  which  for  its  depth  of  water,  and 
good  anchorage,  is  unrivalled  by  any  river  in  Eu- 

rope,  is  three  miles  and  a  half  wide  from  Cadsand 
to,  Flashing,  and  one  thousand  two  hundred  yards 
wide  from  Antwerp  to  the  T£te  de  Flandres,  where 
it  has  twenty  ieet  water  abreast  of  the  dock-yard, 
at  the  lowest  spring  tides.  The  channel  of  the 
river  is  intricate,  but  has  a  sufficient  depth  of 
water  at  hall  flood  for  a  small  class  seventy-four, 
with  her  lower-deck  guns  in :  she  will  require  a 
leading  wind  through  all  the  reaches;  the  best 
points  would  be  from  W.  to  S.  W.  Opposite  to 
Antwerp  stands  the  T^te  de  Flandres,  a  strong  for- 
tification, planned,  but  never  completely  fioished, 
by  Bonaparte ;  its  objects  were  at  once  to  guard 
the  dock-yard,  command  the  anchorage,  and  over- 
awe or  protect  the  city ;  a  combination  for  which 
it  was  perfectly  calculated.  The  defences  of  the 
river,  lower  down,  were  thought  impassable  for 
ships  of  war;  but  experience  proved,  that  nothing 
on  its  banks  could  resist  our  soldiers  and  seamen 
united,  at  least  as  lar  as  the  experiment  was  made. 
The  boom  at  Lillo  did  not  exist  when  we  first 

went  over  iu  the  summer  of  1609 ;  and  the  forts 
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were  in  that  dilapidated  state,  that  they  could 
have  offered  no  effectual  opposition  to  a  very 
small  naval  foroe:  this  we  have  gathered  from 
accurate  and  personal  inquiry  at  Antwerp. 

France,  by  the  acquisition  of  Belgium  and  Ant- 
werp, found  herself  placed  in  the  midst  of  the 
thi*ee  great  seas  of  Europe;  a  situation,  which 
would  one  day  hare  given  her  the  same  prepon- 
derance over  the  maritime  powers,  which  her  cen- 
tral situation  had  already  assured  her  over  the 
Continent.  Antwerp  offered  the  same  advantage 
to  her  marine  and  commerce  in  the  North  Seas, 
which  she  had  possessed  in  the  Atlantic  and  Me- 
diterrancan.  A'apoleon  felt  its  importance  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  his  plan  for  the  conquest 
of  England,  and  would  have  made  it  one  of  the 
strongest  of  his  maritime  stations.  Many  hundreds 
of  houses  on  the  banks  of  the  Scheldt  were  de- 
stroyed, to  make  room  forliis  quays  and  his  dock- 
yard, which,  it  must  be  confessed,  were  laid  down 
in  a  style  of  singular  magnificence. 

Antwerp,  by  meaiis  oi  the  tributary  streams 
which,  running  into  the  Uhine  and  the  Waal,  join 
the  Scheldt,  received  an  abundant  supply  of  ship-^ 
timber;  this  was  furnished  by  the  northern  depart- 
ments of  France,  and  the  forests  of  Germany. 
Napoleon,  finding  the  Scheldt  sufficiently  deej)  for 
ships  of  war  of  the  second  class^  commanded  his 
brother  Louis,  the  king  of  Holland,  in  1807,  to 
cede  the  port  of  Flushing  to  France,  by  which  he 
obtained  the  entire  command  of  the  river;  nor  was 
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it  witliout  well  -rounded  fears,  that  England  be- 
held a  new  maritime  power  starting  into  exist- 
ence»  almost  within  sight  of  her  eastern  shores. 
To  destroy  this  navy  in  its  in&ncy — to  roQse  the 
Dutch  to  a  sense  of  their  own  wrong»^--to  drive 
the  French  out  of  Belgium,  and  to  afford  some 
relief  to  the  armies  of  Austria,  on  the  Danube,  as 
well  as  to  our  allies  in  the  Peninsula — to  support 

the  heroic  efforts  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  of 
the  gallant  Schill  in  Prussia,  and  of  Dornberg  at 
Cassd,  were  the  objects  which  the  British  eabi«> 
net  iiad  in  view,  when  it  planned  the  expedition 
to  Walcherea. 

That  the  British  army,  after  its  landing,  and  the 
favourable  reception  it  met  with  ui  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, should  have  been  deposited  in  the  swamps 

of  Walchercn,  or  the  damp  and  mouldering  store- 
houses of  Flushing,  are  facts  which  we  may  de- 
plore, but  for  which  we  cannot  oflfer  any  satis&c- 
tory  reason.  The  reader  who  wishes  for  more 
detailed  information^  is  referred  to  the  Pariia* 
mentary  Debates,  for  1809-10;  and  to  the  Account 
of  the  iiixpedition,  supposed  to  have  been  written 
by  a  naval  offlcer  of  high  character,  who  was  pre* 
sent.  See  "  A  Short  Narrative  of  the  late  Cam- 
paign," &c.  Ridgway,  Piccadilly,  1810— a  hook, 
which  we  have  the  authority  of  Sir  Richard 
Straehan  to  say,  is  written  with  clearness,  perspi- 
cuity, and  a  knowledge  of  the  &ct8,  although  the 
author  has  thought  proper  to  conceal  his  name. 
Previously  to  the  saihng  of  the  expedition,  the 
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duties  of  each  division  were  assip:ned  to  the  several 
naval  and  military  leaders.  The  left  wiog  of  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  Major  general  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  consisting  of  thirteen  thousand  men, 
was  directed  to  land  and  occupy  the  island  of 
Walcheren :  the  point  of  debarkation  was  to  depend 
on  the  wind,  aud  the  landing  was  to  be  conducted 
by  Rear-admiral  Edward  A.  Otway.  Lieutenant- 
general  the  Miirquis  of  lluntly  was  directed  to 
land  upon  the  island  of  Cadsand,  with  five  thousand 
men,  and  cut  off  the  communicatipn  between 
Walcheren  and  the  main  land.  Captain  Owen,  in 
the  Clyde  frigate,  was  directed  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  this  service,  and  to  take  charge  of  that 
division  of  the  army.  Unfortunately  this  impor- 
tant movement  was  prevented  by  bad  weather 
until  the  enemy  was  so  strongly  reinforced  as  to 
render  the  attempt  on  our  part  too  hazardous,  if 
not  entirely  impracticable. 

Lieutenant-general  Grosvenor,  with  five  thousand 
men,  was  to  occupy  Schonen,  and  Lieutenant- 
general  Sir  John  Hope,  with  the  reserve  of  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  was  to  land  on  South 
Beveland,  to  carry  the  enemy  s  . defence  on  that 
island,  and  act  as  a  corps  of  observation.  This 
division  was  under  the  care  and  superintendance 
of  Rear-admiral  Sir  Richard  Keats. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyns  division,  with  the  cavalry, 
was  to  remain  embarked  until  their  services  were 
required. 

The  Venerable,  of  seventy-four  guns,  having  on 
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board  General  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  accompanied  by  the 
divisions  of  Sir  John  Hope  and  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  sailed  from  the  Downs  on  the  morning  of 
the  2bth  of  J  Illy  f  and  in  the  evening  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief anchored  off  the  west  coast  of 
Walcheren.  Sir  John  Hope  took  his  station  about 
seven  leagues  to  the  westivard  of  that  island ;  and 
on  the  31st  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  anchored  off 
Cadsand.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  with  the  left  wing, 
joined  head^quarters  on  the  evening  of  the  29th» 
and  morning  of  the  dOth  of  July.  Veere  and  Mid- 
dleburgh  capitulated  on  the  31st.  General  Gros- 
venor'sdivision,  which  sailed  from  Harwich,  anchor- 
ed in  the  Roompot,  on  the  1st  of  August,  on  which 
day  the  whole  island  of  Walcheren,  except  the 
city  of  Flushing,  and  the  fort  of  Rammekins,  was 
in  our  possession. 

The  artillery  with  the  flotilla  having  advanced 
through  the  Sloe  passage  to  Rammdcins,  the  in- 
vestment of  Flushing  was  complete  by  land  and 
sea,  except  on  the  south  side.  The  want  of  defences 
in  the  East  Scheldt,  and  the  depth  of  water  from 
five  to  ten  fathoms,  as  high  of  Wemeldingc  in  South 
Beveiand,  were  satisiactorily  proved  on  the  30th 
of  July  by  Captain  Peake,  of  the  royal  navy,  and 
Captain  Squire,  of  the  engineers,  who  reported  the 
important,  and  till  then  unknown,  iact  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, thus  dearmg  a  doubt  which  had 
caused  the  greatest  anxiety.  Three  of  the  enemy's 
line-of-battle  ships,  which  on  the  31st  lay  at 


Digitized 


aiO  £XF£PmON  TO  [1800. 

anchor  off  the  eastern  end  of  South  Beveland, 
weighed  on  the  followmg  day,  and  joined  the  rest 
of  dieir  ahipB  above  Lillo.  The  ma^straiee  of 
TergoeSj  the  capital  of  South  Beveland,  gave  up 
the  place  to  the  English  army ;  and  on  the  same 
day  the  fort  of  Bathz,  situated  on  the  eastern  point 
of  the  island,  commanding  the  united  channels  of 
the  East  and  West  Scheldt,  the  anchorage  in  the 
bay  of  Saeftingen,and  the  ford  of  Bergen-op-zoom, 
surrendered  to  General  Disney.  This  was  a  post 
of  iar  greater  importance  to  our  success  than 
Flushing  itself,  giving  us  at  once  the  command  of 
an  ^trance  into  Brabant  The  British  flotilla  kept 

pace  with  the  army,  but  it  was  not  for  many  days 
after,  that  a  squadron  of  frigates  could  by  any 
means  reach  so  high  up  the  river.  It  was  an  ob- 
servation  of  Lord  Castiereagh,  that  **if  the  fleet 
in  the  Scheldt  was  not  in  our  possession  in  a 
fortnight  from  our  first  landing,  it  would  not  be  so 
at  all/'  This  was  then  the  only  favourable  moment 
to  accomplish  the  work,  but  fidse  intelligence  kept 
back  the  army,  and  the  navy  was  prevented  by 
foul  winds  trom  coming  iip  to  cover  their  advance. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  employed 
themselves  in  strengthening  and  fortifying  Cad- 
sandj  a  place  however  of  no  importance  to  us»  after 
having  taken  Walcheren  and  South  Beveland. 

By  means  not  very  difficult  to  conceive^  the 
French  were  informed  of  our  intentions  to  attack 
Cadsand,  and  had  prepared  accordingly.  Our 
aiinisters  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  much  of 
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their  intelligence  from  smugglers,  and  consequent- 
ly,  every  questioD  put  to  them,  as  to  the  stoength 
of  any  particular  point,  became  to  the  enemy,  on 
the  return  of  these  people^  an  article  of  the  most 
yaliiable  communication* 

Filled  with  troops,  the  island  of  Cadsand  was 
enabled  to  contribute  powerfully  to  the  defence  of 
Flushing.  On  the  4th9  6th»  and  6th  of  August, 
three  thousand  men  passed  from  it  into  the  island 
of  Walcheren,  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  fleet, 
from  the  state  of  the  weather,  to  prevent  their 
crossing  the  Scheldt. 

Still  Flushing,  with  all  its  reinforcements,  had 
not  the  aieaus  of  arresting  a  British  ship  in  its 
passage  up  the  river.  As  soon  as  the  wind  and 
tide  concurred,  a  squadron  of  ten  frigates,  under 
the  command  of  Lord  Wiiiiam  Stewart,  in  the 
Lavinia,  passed  the  batteries  on  the  Uth,  with  the 
trifling  loss  of  two  seamen  killed  and  eleven 
wounded.  This  squadron  anchored  under  the  fort 
of  Batbz.  About  the  same  time  the  enemy  made 
a  sortie  from  Flushing,  in  which,  though  they  were 
driven  bads,  our  troops  suffered  some  loss ;  but  a 
partial  inundation  rendered  our  batteries  in  a 
degree  useless. 

As  the  conduct  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  and 
the  ofl&ccrs  employed  under  him,  became  subject 
to  much  animadversion  through  the  public  prints, 
whidi  imputed  a  want  of  energy  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, and  the  navy,  we  shall  give  an 
extract  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Rear-admiral 
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to  the  Honourable  Welledey  Pole»  dated  on  board 

the  Kangaroo,  West  Scheldt,  August  11th,  1809, 
when  the  fleet  and  army  had  been  thirteen  days 
on  the  coast. 

I  am  this  moment  going  up  to  Uatliz,  which  has  been  attacked 
by  a  itfoag  detachment  of  the  eiicm)'s  flotilla,  and  which  Sir 
Ilicbard  Keats  reports  to  consist  of  two  IVigalcs,  one  bearing  a 
vice-admiral's  flag,  thirty  brigs,  eight  luggers,  a  scboouer,  aud 
fourteen  gun-boats. 

I  was  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  our  flotilla,  to  prevent 
supplies  being  thrown  into  the  garrison  of  Flushing,  and  to  assist 
in  cutting  off  its  connmiuication  willi  Cadsand,  which  service 
was  effectually  done,  txctpt  (liiriiii;  tlie  late  heavy  gales,  which 
drove  the  guo-boat^  from  their  stations,  and  prevented  our  ships 
entering  the  Scheldt,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  not  being 
able  to  weigh  their  anchors.  Since  the  weather  has  moderated 
the  wind  has  drawn  roiitul  to  ilje  Honth-CLisf,  wliich  is  the  only 
obstacle  to  Lord  WilliLnn  Stewart,  with  a  squadron  of  ten  iicavy 
frigates,  passing  Flushing,  as  well  as  Rear-admiral  Gardner, 
with  the  effective  hne-of-battle  ships,  taking  op  the  anchorage 
*  in  Dyesbroek  bftj»  and  eventually  to  proceed  op  the  Scheldt. 

The  batteries  are  not  jtt  ready  to  open  on  Flushing,  theic- 
fore  I  hope  to  be  here  in  time  to  co-operate  with  the  amy 
the  attack  on  that  garrison. 

I  am  concerned  to  add,  that  the  enemy  has  cut  the  dyke  on 
^the  right  of  the  town,  and  the  island  it  likely  to  be  inundated. 
I  have  ordered  Rear-admiral  Otway.to  tend  tiie  Monmouth  and 
Agincovrt  to  England  for  water^  and  eamettly  entreat  that  means 
may  be  adopted  for  supplying  the  army  and  navy  from  Eogland, 
at  I  apprehend  all  the  water  in  thit  ItUuid  will  be  tpoiicd  by  the 
immdatton^  and  there  it  not  more  on  the  other  itlandt  than  will 
.  nqiply  the  inhabitantt. 

This  letter  will  sufficiently  accotint  for  the  delay 
of  the  advauce  of  the  naval. part  of  the  force  up 
the  Scheldt)  and  prove  that  however  actively  the 

army  was  engaged  on  shore,  the  navy  w^a  m  no 
manner  de&cient  either  m  2^  or  ability. 
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The  shores  of  the  East  Scheldt,  says  our  anony- 
mous but  accurate  author,  having  been  found  de- 
fenceless, were  taken  by  (General  Grosvenor^  who, 
instead  of  landing  on  Schonen  with  his  division, 
as  had  been  intended,  disembarked  on  Walcheren, 

and  proceeded  to  join  the  army  before  I'iushing. 
Sir  Home  Popham,  who  appears  not  to  iiave  been 
on  good  terms  with  the  Commander-inrchief  of 
the  army,  requested  Sir  Richard  Stracban  would 
employ  him  in  the  flotilla,  which  he  did;  and  Sir 
Home,  with  a  vast  number  of  gun-boats  and  small 
craft,  advanced  up  tlie  Scheldt  as  high  as  Lillo, 
obliging  the  enemy-s  ships  to  quit  that  part  of  the 
liver,  and  retire  as  high  as  Fort  St.  Philippe.  Sir 
Richard  Keats  was  directed  by  the  Admiral  to 
assume  the  command  of  the  whole  of  the  flotilla, 
and  to  co-operate  with  the  Earl  of  iiosslyn  for  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemy. 

Rear-admiral  Lord  Gardner,  with  the  St.  Do- 
mingo, Blake,  Repulse,  Victorious,  Denmark, 
Audacious,  and  Venerable,  was  placed  off  Dyes- 
broek,  ready  to  act  as  occasion  might  require. 

Sir  Richard  Strachan  was  preparing  to  go  up 
the  Scheldt  with  the  advance,  when  he  was  informed 
by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  that  the  batteries  would 
be  ready  on  the  following  day,  the  13th,  to  open 
on  the  town.  Sir  Richard,  therefore,  hoisted  his 
flag  on  board  the  St,  Domingo,  and  prepared  to 
lead  his  ships  into  action.  Having  thus  far  ac- 
counted for  the  disposition  of  our  forces,  naval 
and  QuUtary,  let  us  see  what  was  doing  in  the 
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neighbourhood  of  Antwerp  to  resist  or  to  coun- 
teract our  enterprise* 

The  enemy  the  most  to  be  dreaded  by  our  forces 
in  the  Scheldt,  was  the  disorder  by  the  inhabitants 
called  thetever  of  the  polders.  It  is  produced  by  two 
or  three  concurring  causes;  damps,  bad  water, 
the  putrid  exhalations  of  the  marshes  in  the  fall  of 
the  year,  whea  the  vegetable  matter,  the  growth 
of  the  summer  months,  ben:ins  to  decay  and  de- 
compose. The  waters  thus  polluted,  have  no 
means  of  running  off ;  but  mingling  with  the  rain- 
water, destroy  the  resource  of  the  inhabitauts. 
Hence  these  people  are  subject  to  diseases,  which 
afflict  them  from  the  hour  of  their  birth  to  their 
death:  it  returns  every  year,  but  is  seldom  fatal 
to  those  inured  to  the  climate.  The  French,  for 
these  reasons,  never  sent  their  national  troo])s  to 
Flushing,  unless  for  punishment ;  its  garrison  con- 
sisted in  general  of  Prussians,  Spaniarcb,  Irish, 
and  prisoners. 

Napoleon  had  spent  much  time  and  devoted 

much  attention  to  the  nrsenals  of  Antwerp,  and 
the  commerce  of  the  Scheldt;  and  probably  at  any 
other  period,  would  have  hastened  with  his  whole 
army  to  the  relief  of  Belgium ;  but  he  was  at  the 
time  of  our  estpedition  deeply  engaged  on  the  Da- 
nube, and  absorbed  in  the  hopes  of  destroying  the 
houses  of  Austria  and  Brandenburgh. 

Louis,  the  king  of  Holland,  received  at  Aiic  la 
Chapehe,  on  the  1st  of  August,  the  news  of  the 
mvaaion,  and  mstantly  departed  for  Amsteidaia# 
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leaving  orders  for  all  his  disposable  forces  at  Liege 
and  Maestricht  to  assemble  at  Antwerp,  the  sum  of 
which  amounted  to  nine  hundred  men,  oomposed 
of  the  wreck  or  refuse  of  twenty-five  di^ereut  re- 
giments, dragoons,  ehasaeurs,  hussars^  in&ntry,  and 
dismounted  cavalry.  These,  for  tlie  two  first  days 
of  their  march,  were  without  a  general ;  and  their 
progressi  instead  of  hairing  the  appearanee  of  an 
oflfensive  operation,  resembled  the  most  disorderly 
flight 

Ap|)roaching  Antwerp,  confusion,  alarm,  dismay, 
and  false  reports,  threw  the  sel£>eiected  leaders 
into  a  still  greater  perplexity.  The  roads  were 
crowded  at  oDce  with  helpless  families  flymg  from 
the  city,  and  waggons  loaded  with  maimed  soldiers 
going  to  its  relief.  There  was  no  preparation  for 
resistance;  cannon,  ammumtion,  and  soldiers^ were 
all  swallowed  up  in  the  armies  of  the  Danube  and 
the  Peninsula:  the  best  troops  were  raw  recruits, 
without  discipline;  or  disabled  soldiers,  placed  in 
the  retirement  of  garrisons,  not  likely  to  become 
the  seat  of  war ;  but  nearer  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Scheldt,  the  forces  and  condition  of  the  enemy  was 
very  different.  Cadsand,Walcheren,  and  Lillo.were 
supposed  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  defence,  as  might 
occupy  our  forces  until  these  places  could  be  oo- 
Tered  by  detachments  from  Germany. 

An  anxious  multitude  ooeupied  the  quays  of 
Antwerp,  gazing  on  the  horizon  to  the  north, 
where  the  white  sails  of  the  British  fleet  increased 
in  number  each  moment  to  the  eyes  of  the  timid 
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spectators ;  and  the  French  fleet  or  ships  from  the 
road  oi  Flushing  were  driven  up  the  river  to  seek 
an  asyhim  beyond  the  reaqh  of  their  pnrsu^. 
On  the  12th  of  August,  the  Kino^  of  Holland  as- 
fiembled  six  thousand  men  near  Antwerp ;  these 
were  composed  partly  of  his  own  guard ;  the  Dutch 
troops  formed  a  corps-de-reserve ;  and  Louis  com- 
manded that  a  large  ship/  loaded  with  stones, 
should  be  sunk  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  oppo- 
site to  the  fort  of  Lillo :  this  was  never  executed. 
Distraction  and  discord  prevailed  in  the  French 
army,  between  the  generals  Chamberlac  and  D  Al- 
lemagne;  doubtful  who  ought  to  command,  neither 
would  obey;  and  the  public  service,  as  is  usual  on 
such  occasions,  suffered  by  the  selfishness  of  indi- 
▼iduals.  One  sent  word  to  the  other, I  am  going 
to  be  attacked,  give  me  some  assistance:'*  the  re- 
ply was,    Do  not  depend  on  me,  I  am  not  strong 
enough  to  be  of  any  service  to  you."  Flushing  had 
surrendered  before  Marshal  Bemad  otte  arrived  to 
take  the  command  in  chief  of  the  Belgian  army, 
which  he  assumed  on  the  16th;  four  field-pieces 
(four-pounders)  were  all  they  could  muster ;  and 
the  guns  which  defended  Antwerp'  were  of  the  very 
worst  description,  mounted  on  old  ship-carriages. 
The  army  consisted  of  Poles,  Hanoverians,  Prus- 
sians, Russians,  French,  Dutch,  and  Spaniards, 
prisoners,  invalids,  and  disaffected.   ISuch  were 
all  that  could  be  offered  to  oppose  us ;  the  genius 
of  the  best  French  generals  could  scarcely  have 
organised  this  disjointed  assembly,  and  placed  it 
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in  any  thing  like  military  array :  Antwerp  and  the 
arsenal  must  have  iailen;  the  magistrates  were 
prepared  at  the  first  summons  to  surrender  the 
keys  of  the  city;  but  the  fourteen  days  which  had 
been  spent  in  th6  reduction  of  Flushing,  had  totally 
changed  the  relatiTe  situation  of  the  contending 
forces.  The  forts  of  Lillo  and  Lieltenshock,  which 
on  the  arrival  of  our  .fleet  were  dismantled^  and 

unprepared  to  fire  a  shot,  were,  ])y  the  exertions 
and  superior  abilities  of  Marshal  Bemadotte»  put 
into  a  state  of  defence  with  artillery*  and  a  boom 
of  immense  length  extending  across  the  river,  from 
one  fort  to  the  other,  supported  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  gun-brigs,  gun-boats,  and  two  frigates.  The 
sluices  were  opened,  and  an  inundation  would  have 
left  our  army  no  ground  to  stand  on  but  the  dykes ; 

while  our  ilect,  crowded  together  in  a  narrow  an- 
chorage, was  exposed  to  the  nightly  attacks  of 
fire-ships. 

Such  were  the  means  possessed  \;>y  the  King  of 
Holland,  to  defend  himself  against  an.  enemy  of 
more  power  than  any  which  had  ever  entered  his 
country,  since  its  first  establishment  as  a  nation; 
and  if  to  this  irresistible  weight  of  military  force, 
we  add  that  the  Dutch  and  Belgians  were  gene- 
rally, inimical  .to  his  government,  we  can  only  ex- 
press our  wonder,  that  they  did  not  rise  as  one 
man,  and  break  the  yoke  of  their  oppressor.  This 
indeed  they  probably  would  have  done,  had  our 

army  reached  Antwerp  before  the  truce  had  been 

signed  between  France  and  Austria* 
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Ill  the  m&ask  time,  the  pfeparttioiis  for  the  bem« 

bardmeiit  of  Flushing  liavini:;  been  completed,  the 
garrison  was  summoaed  to  surrender;  and  on  the 
reftwal  of  the  General,  the  firing  began  at  one 
o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  and  was  re- 
timed with  spirit  by  the  enemy.  The  bombs  and 
gun-vessels,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Cock- 
bum,  of  the  Belleisle,  took  their  station  off  the 
south-east  end  of  the  town :  thoee  under  Captain 
Owen,  of  the  Clyde,  were  off  the  south-west  end. 
The  shot  and  shells  from  these  divisions  were 
thrown  into  the  place  with  great  precwon :  the 
wind  did  not  permit  the  Commander-in-chief  to 
bring  the  ships  of  the  line  into  action  he&xe  the 
following  day.    At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  14th,  Sir  iiichard  Strachan  weighed,  and  stood 
in,  followed  by  Lord  Gardner,  in  the  Blake,  and 
the  other  ships  in  succession.    The  St.  Domingo 
soon  after  grounded  on  the  Dogsand,  which  Loid 
Gardner  not  knowing,  attempted  to  pass  within 
her,  when  the  Blake  also  groimded;  the  other 
^ips  were  immediately  directed  to  haul  off,  and 

anchor,  an:rccab]y  to  the  preconcerted  plan.  Cap- 
tain Owen,  in  the  Clyde,  hastened  to  the  assistance 
of  the  two  ships  of  the  line,  and  by  his  exertions 
they  were  soon  got  into  deep  water.  The  fire  of 
the  squadron  and  flotilla  was  vivid  during  the 
whole  afternoon  ;  at  seven  o  clock  hostilities  were 
suspended,  while  a  ilag  of  truce  went  into  Fiush^ 
irig ;  but  at  eight  the  fire  recommenced,  and  con- 
tinued without  intermission  till  two  o  clock  in  the 
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morniDg  of  the  15th,  when  the  French  General 
(Monet)  offered  to  surrender.  At  daylight  the 
Admiral  directed  that  flags  of  truce  should  be 
hoisted,  and  hostilities  cease.  Captain  Cockbum, 
and  Colonel  Long,  the  adjutant^general,  were  se- 
lected  by  the  £ari  of  Chatham  to  settle  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation^  which  was  finally  concluded 

on  the  evening  of  the  15tli ;  tlie  garrison  was  to 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war*  The  casual* 
ties  sustained  on  board  of  our  ships  from  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  was  trifling;  about  nine  men  were 
killed,  and  forty-seren  wounded ;  and  very  little 
damage  was  done  to  the  hulls  and  rigging. 

When  our  army  entered  Flushing,  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  private  houses,  two  churches,  and 
the  town-house,  containing  many  important  public 
and  private  documents,  had  been  destroyed ;  and 
about  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  men,  women, 
and  children,  had  lost  their  lives,  and  an  immense 
number  of  people  had  been  wounded.  About  five 
thousand  troops  were  made  prisoners,  and  sent  to 
England. 

The  islands  of  Schonen  and  Duiveland  capitu- 
lated on  the  15th  to  the  Earl  of  Rosslyu  and  Sir 
Richard  Keats;  but  Schonen  and  North  Bevo* 
land  were  evacuated  by  our  troops  on  the  30th 
and  31  St  of  August.  At  the  same  time,  the  ad- 
vanced squadron  of  the  British  fleet,  which  had 
taken  up  a  pusiliuu  above  Bathz,  was  compelled 
by  the  enemy's  batteries  to  seek  protection  under 
die  guns  of  that  fort. 
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The  surrender  of  Flushing,  instead  of  producing 
that  advantage  to  our  allies  which  might  have 
been  expected,  seemed  to  be  the  commencement 
of  all  our  disasters,  it  was  conjectured,  that  the 
enemy  were  mustering  in  great  force  on  either 
bank  of  the  river ;  at  the  same  time  their  position 
in  the  streams  of  the  East  and  West  Scheldt  were 
strengthened  by  every  means  which  their  resources 
and  the  art  of  war  could  supply.  That  the  British 
admirals,  and  the  fleet,  were  in  their  proper  places, 
and  ready  to  advance  under  any  circuinstauces,  is 
proved  by  the  following  official  documents,  which, 
in  the  year  1810,  were  laid  before  parliament. 
Whatever  impression  inight  have  been  made  by 
the  narrative  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  these  letters, 
we  conceive,  place  the  merits  of  the  sea- officers  in 
such  a  point  of  view,  as  completely  to  exonerate 
them  from  all  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  the 
expedition. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Rear-admiral,  commanding- 
in-chief,  dated  West  Scheldt,  xVugust  15th,  Sir 
Kichard  Keats  says : 

The  enemy's  flotilla,  coasiderably  incraiaecl  in  oumber,  bus 
retired  under  tbe  protection  of  LiUo ;  and  thirteen  men  of  war, 
witb  their  top-gallant  yards  crossed  (but  we  differ  as  to  their 
exact  QQmber  of  sbips  of  the  line),  ave  Michored  off  and  below 
Antwerp,  aa  far  down  as  (St.)  Philippe.  Six  of  our  frigates  are 
off  Waerdeo,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  come  up. 

From  this  representation  it  will  be  e?i<tent,  that  although  it 
mty  not  be  probable  the  enemy  will  advance^  and  attack  our 
present  situation,  still  that  be  has  abundantly  the  means  so  to 
do,  until  a  stronger  force  arri?es. 

In  the  passage  of  the  Bast  Scheldt,,  between  Bergen-op-zoom 
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aid  TbolcD,  tbe  cnenj  lMi*colle«ted  forty-four  vessels,  which  I 
%m  doobtliil  if  we  ctn  wHh  propriety  attack ;  but  the  situation 
if  now  reconnoitring,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  they  are  not  too 
•tnMigly  posted »  it  shall  be  d  one  iis  soon  as  the  frigates  arrive, 
As  the  navigation  of  the  river  is  now  opened  sutiicieutl)'  high 
to  admit  of  tlie  co-operatiou  of  the  army,  ami  it  does  not 
a|»pcar  to  me  that  any  thing  material  can  be  effected  by  the 
iinvy  (with  a  view  lo  the  accomplishment  of  the  ulterior  ob» 
ject),  without  such  a  co-operation,  I  have  ordered  most  of  the 
flat  boats  from  the  East  Scheldt  to  Balhz;  aud  presume  those 
at  CauJpveer  will  be  also  required,  if  it  be  determined  to  remove 
the  troops  from  Soiiih  Beveland.  The  sloops  and  gun-brigs  are 
mos\ I  y  short  of  piovisions  and  w«t<r;  further  siipplies  are  modi 
wanted. 

Sir  Richard  Strachan,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Welles- 

Jey  Pole,  dated  the  22d  August,  from  the  same 
anchorage,  says: 

As  the  enemy  have  moored  most  of  their  ships  rather  above 
Antwerp,  except  three  sail  of  the  line  nnd  three  frigates,  I  have 
stopped  the  division  of  Lord  Gardner  at  Waerden,  and  iotcnd 
only  to  have  tbe  St.  Domingo^  VcnMmlile»  and  Counigeux,  at 
this  anchorage.  The  enemy  are  constructing  a  battery  between 
Lillo  and  Fort  Frederick  Hendrick.  We  bad  some  firing  yes- 
Icffdajy  to  prevent  tbeir  jnountiog  tbcir  gona ;  bnt  tbej  work  in 
tbe  night,  aud  will  effect  tbeir  purpoie ;  a  etroog  boom  eittwdf 
Irom  LiUo  to  Lieftenshoeck.  The  enemy  appear  in  eontidetaUe 
Ibroe  oo  both  tides  of  the  river;  it  is  said, fifteen  thousand  men 
m  colleoted  in  tiie  ndgbbourbood  of  Sandvleit;  tbe  beach  newr 
that  place  appeaie  fiivoninble  f»r  kndiog  tbe  troopi.  I  have 
directed  Sir  Biefaaid  Keata  to  undertake  tbe  arrangement.  To 
Captain  Cockbnrn  I  have  given  thecomniand  of  the  flotilla,  and 
to  Sir  Home  Popbam  that  of  tbe  iiro-vesiel  department.  It  it 
tbe  opinion  of  Sir  Richard  Kealt  and  mytelf,  and  I  believe  of 
every  tea-officer,  that,  without  the  GO<^peration  of  tlie  army,  we 
cannot  effect  the  nltimtte  object  of  the  expedition. 

On  the  17th,  Sir  Richard  Keats  addressed  the 

following  letter  to  the  £arl  ot  Rosslyn : 

VOL.  l\\  Y 
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Mt  Lord,  * 

By  a  letter  which  I  mdfed  yeitenlay  from  Sir  mchard 
StnchaOj  uaA  by  a  aeoood  wfaiefa  I  bm  just  received*  I  find 
■lyself  Tested  with  lull  tntbority,  and  it  should  seen  SnrRichafd 
Stracbtn  comidert  jour  Lordihip  who  eommaodi  the  troops  ia 
South  Bevebad,  has  similaf  authority,  to  concert  and  act  with- 
out detay,  in  any  plan  that  may  appear  to  ns  hest  caleolated  to 
promote  the  iiltianite  object  of  the  expeditton,  namely,  «  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  near  Antwerp/'  If  your 
Lordship's  instructions  are  of  a  corresponding  nature,  I  shall 
have  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you  immediately;  and  am  ready 
to  apply  the  naval  means  uuder  my  orders  in  co-operation  with 
the  troops  under  your  Lordship's  command,  in  prosecution  of 
any  piua  we  may  approve. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  G.  KEATS. 

To  ItUuUnant-gtneral  the  Earl  oj  Rotth/n, 

To  this  unqualified  offer^  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
miral, the  following  answer  was  returned  on  the 
same  day,  dated  from  Ter  Goes : 

Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter, 
and  in  answer  to  it,  can  only  say,  that  I  have  received  no  in- 
stnictions  whatever  on  the  subject  of  any  ulterior  operations. 

I  have  some  reason  to  expect  the  Commander  of  the  forces 
to  remove  his  head-quarters  to  this  place  in  the  course  of  to- 
morrow, or  next  day ;  and  I  will  not  fail  to  give  you  the  earliest 
notice  of  his  Lordship's  airival,  or  of  any  information  that  nmy 
oecor  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  clc 

ROSSLVN. 

To  Rrar-dtfaiirol  Sir     Cf.  Xeate. 

We  have  good  authority  for  saying,  that  the 
boom  of  liUo  would  have  been  attempted  by  the 
ships  of  war,  had  the  army  advanced  by  land  to 
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the  rear  of  that  iort ;  but  the  offer  was  declined, 
aad  from  that  moment  retreat  was  decided  on. 

Diaeases  inddental  to  tiie  climate  broke  out 
among  the  troops  on  the  20th  of  August  By  this 
time  the  enemy  had,  or  were  supposed  to  have, 
collected,  on  the  banks  of  the  Scheldt,  between 
thirty  and  forty  thousand  men.  On  the  i5th  of 
August,  the  day  on  which  Flushing  capitulated, 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Uichard  Keats,  having  his  flag 
on  board  the  Camillaj  of  twenty  guns^  had  ad* 
vanced  with  eighteen  sloops  of  war,  and  four  divi- 
sions of  gun-brigs,  as  liigh  as  the  shoals  of  Saef* 
tittgen»  cutting  off  Uie  communication  between  the 

East  and  A\'cst  Scheldt ;  but  all  was  now  unavail- 
ing. The  labour  of  buoying  off  the  shoals  of  the 
river,  as  high  as  Bathz,  had  been  nearly  com- 
pleted, but  there  was  not  more  than  one  pilot  who 
could  be  depended  on  to  conduct  a  ship  up  the 
Schddt  from  Lillo,  although  the  water  was  suffi* 
ciently  deep  at  half  flood  to  float  a  ship  of  the 
line:  the  narrow  and  intricate  channels  afforded 
no  space  for  working;  and  had  one  ship  grounded, 
she  would  have  prevented  the  approach  of  the 
others.  Such  were  the  difficulties  against  which 
the  Admiral  had  to  contend  with  his  heavy  ships. 
Yet  notwithstanding  these,  he  was  ready  to  pro* 
ceed ;  but  in  order  to  give  him  time  to  conduct  his 
ships  through  the  dangers  of  shoal  water,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  banks  of  the  river 
should  be  cleared  of  the  enemy.  On  the  27th  of 
August,  it  was  decided  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 

y2 
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and  a  council  of  seven  lieutenant-generals,  that 

nothing  more  could  be  done.    This  resolution, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  causes  which  led  to 
it,  was  founded  in  wisdom.   There  were  no  more 
than  ten  days'  provisions  for  seventy  thousand  men: 
the  fever  was  making  the  most  frightful  ravages. 
On  the  3d  of  September,  the  mortality  among  our 
soldiers  was  from  two  to  three  hundred  inaweek, 
and  the  number  of  sick  amounted  to  eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  of  these,  about  one 
thousand  four  hundred  were  sent  home»  and  died 
in  the  hospitals :  many  of  these  gallant  men  had 
served  in  the  Peninsula  with  the  lamented  Sir  John 
Moore.   On  the  14th  of  September,  the  Earl  of 
Chatham  landed  at  Deal,  and  proceeding  to  Lon- 
don,  gave  in  to  his  Majesty  an  account  of  the  ex- 
pedition.  Sir  Richard  Strachan  continued  in  the 
Scheldt,  afibrdmg  every  assistance  to  the  army  and 
navy :  never  was  service  more  arduous — ^never  was 
the  presence  of  an  admiral  mure  indispensable.  A 
ship  of  seventy -four  guns,  found  on  the  stocks  at 
Flushing,  was  taken  to  pieces,  and  sent  over  to 
England ;  a  frigate  and  a  brig  of  war  were  also 
launched,  and  brought  away*   The  slips  had  not 
been  calculated  for  the  construction  of  more  at 
one  time. 

Notwithstanding  the  ravages  of  the  fever  among 

our  troops,  it  had  been  determined  by  the  British 
government  to  keep  possession  of  the  island  of 
Walcberen,  and  to  repair  the  walls  and  defencea 
of  Flushing.    A  transport  was  sent  over  with 
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seventy  thousand  bricks,  one  half  of  which  were 
thrown  into  theriver,  the  lest  werenever  used— the 
plan  was  changed:  an  order  came  to  blow  up  the 
basin,  and  destroy  every  thing  belonging  to  the 
French  government.  It  was  not  till  the  11th  of 
December  that  this  was  completed,  under  the  di- 
rection  of  Rear-admiral  £dward  Albany  Otway, 
who  thus  details  the  particulars,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Commander-in-chief. 

The  transports  necessary  for  the  embarkation  of  the  army 
biving  arrived  ou  the  25th  of  November,  on  the  following  day 
the  measures  which  I  had  previously  oonccrted  with  General 
Don,  for  the  destruction  of  the  arsenal  and  sea-defeoeea  of 
Flushing,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  £«ri  of  Livcipooi, 
dated  the  13th,  and  received  the  17tb,  were  begun. 

Six  hundred  seamen  and  artificers,  under  the  orders  of  Cap- 
tain Moore,  of  H.  M.  ship  the  Marlborough^  aiittled'by  Cap- 
tains  Tomlinaoo  and  Henderson,  of  the  royal  navy»  aoon  per- 
formed the  part  allotted  to  them.  The  mines,  prepared  bj 
Lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington,  of  tbe  royal  engioeerit  were  ex- 
ploded on  tbe  lOtb  of  December  (tbe  day  after  the  amy  bad 
embarked),  and  etery  iiyory  done  to  the  public  worki,  aa  lar  as 
could  be  effected  without  destroying  tbe  town. 

**  Flushing,**  says  the  Rear-admiral,  **  is  ren- 
dered useless  as  a  naval  arsenal." 

While  the  Rear  admiral  was  employed  in  this 
manner,  the  enemy  endeavoured  to  enter  the  island 
of  Waleheren,  on  the  side  of  Woolvertsdyke ;  but 
they  were  kept  out  by  Captain  Owen,  of  the  Clyde, 
and  Captain  Carteret,  of  the  Naiad,  whose  ships 
'lay  in  the  Veere  Oat.  On  the  8th  of  December, 
these  officers,  with  their  division  of  gun-boats, 
destroyed  the  batteries  erected  by  the  French. 
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This  was  neariy  the  last  act  of  hostility  between 
us  and  the  enemy  in  that  fatal  expedition.  Com- 
modore Owen  remained  in  the  Veere  Gat  till  the 
27th,  when,  having  seen  every  thing  clear  on  the 
East  Scheldt,  as  Sir  Richard  Strachan  had  done 
on  the  West)  the  Rear«admiTaI  and  his  gallant  col* 
leagues  anchored  in  the  Downs  on  the  28th  of 
December;  baring*  aa we  humbly  premmey  done 
their  duty  to  the  very  letter  and  spirit  of  their 
instructions. 

The  land  fortifications  of  Flushmg,  the  fort  of 
Rammekins,  and  the  harbour  of  Veere,  were  left 
uninjured;  and,  in  some  respects,  improved  by 
our  labour. 

Monet,  the  French  general,  who  surrendered  after 
a  bombardment  of  thirty-six  hours,  and  without 
cutting  his  dykes  in  time,  was  declared  guilty  of 
cowardice  and  treason.  It  is  pretty  evident  he 
might  have  held  out  for  many  days  lon'ger ;  the 
quantity  of  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  provisions 
in  the  place,  would  have  served  for  a  long  siega 

The  original  intention  of  our  government  was 
to  invest  Flushing  with  the  forces  under  Sir 
Eyre  Coole,  and  land  them  agreeably  to  an 
excellent  plan,  prepared  by  Sir  Home  Popham, 
the  only  naval  officer  (except  Captain  Plampin) 
who  professed  to  have  any  practical  knowledge  of 
the  Scheldt.  They  were  to  have  landed  m  Zout- 
land  bay  in  the  Duerloo  passage,  of  which  the 
enemy  were  apprized.  The  knerwledge  of  this  ftct, 
and  the  state  of  the  weather,  caused  the  British 
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fleet  to  enohor  in  the  Room  pot^  and  eibot  tlie 

landing  near  the  Uaek  battery  on  the  Breesand. 
The  same  leasona  pfevented  the  landing  on  Cad- 
sand,  but  this  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  our 
success  in  the  Eastern  Scheldt.  The  want  of  pilots 
was  so  great  that  several  ships  got  agronnd  and 
lay  so  for  many  days.  Yet  with  all  those  diffi- 
cnlties,  a  sufficient  force  was  advanced  up  both 
Scheldts,  to  co-operate  with  tiie  troops  in  South 
Bevelandy  and  had  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  deemed  it  prndent,  might  have  covered  a 
landing  at  Sandfleet,  as  had  been  originally  in- 
tended; the  v^le  force  in  this  case,  not  otherwise 
employed,  would  have  proceeded  at  all  risks  into 
the  West  Scheldt,  but  as  Sir  Richard  Strachan  was 
aware  of  the  General's  intentions,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  send  more  ships  into  the  river  than 
were  absolutely  necessary.  It  certainly  was  a 
matter  of  debate  in  the  cabinet,  whether  Uie  expe- 
dition  should  be  sent  to  Spain  or  to  Holland,  and 
decided  in  fitvour  of  the  latter,  even  after  the  news 
had  arrived  of  the  armistice  between  France  and 
Austria.  Lord  Castlereagh  went  down  to  Deal  to 
hastCT  the  embarkation. 

During  the  time  of  the  expedition,  the  persons 
who  were  employed  to  convey  intelligence  to  the 
Commanders-in-chief,  furnished  the  most  exag- 
gerated accounts  of  the  preparations  of  the  enemy ; 
but  no  sooner  did  our  army  retire  from  Beveland, 
and  prepare  to  return  home,  than  the  same  per- 
sons gave  information  that  the  enemy  was  not  • 
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adyancmgy  and  that  there  were  no  preparations, 
asd  very  few  troops,  in  Antwerp.  While  our 
government  was  in  doubt  whether  to  keep  Wal- 
cheren,  or  to  leave  it,  the  most  alarming  accounts 
were  brought  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  into 
»South  Beveland,  to  attack  Flushing. 
The  battles  of  Aspem  and  Jglsling  were  fought 

on  the  21st  and  22d  uf  May.  In  these,  though  the 
Austrians  had  certainly  done  better  than  on  former 
occasions^  still  they  were  not  decidedly  victorious. 
Bonaparte  a  second  time  entered  Vienna  in  tri- 
umph. The  battle  of  Wagram  was  fought  on  the 
6th  of  July,  and  on  the  12th  the  truce  was  signed 
between  France  and  Austria. 

The  policy  of  evacuating  the  island  of  Walcheren 
after  the  immense  expense  of  its  acquisition,  has 
been  questioned  by  men  of  high  military  character. 
The  Polder  fever  had  subsided ;  the  troops  were 
becoming  what  the  French  call  'acclimatee/  The 
-barracks  on  the  sand  hills  would  have  contained 
them,  in  the  sickly  season,  and  have  preserved 
them  in  health. 

Our  ships  of  war  lying  in  the  bay  of  Saeftingen, 
or  the  road  of  Flushing,  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  would  have  blockaded  the  fleet  at  Ant- 
werp, with  far  less  danger  and  expense,  and  fer 
more  effectually  than  by  cruising  in  winter  time 
on  the  Flemish  banks.  The  only  danger  to  guard 
against  would  have  been  that  of  fire-vessels- 
commg  down  the  river ;  but  here  would  have  been 
a  post  of  honour,  and  the  road  to  preferment  for 


Digitized  by 


K]  WALCHBRBN.  320 

young  officers,  i&  dock-yard  lumps  mocMred  with 
chams,  coniiecting  one  with  the  other  in  mid- 
channel.  The  commerce  of  the  Scheldt,  of  great 
importance  to  the  Low  Countries,  would  have 
been  annihilated ;  and  if  the  war  had  been 
transferred  from  Spain,  or  from  Basque  Roads,  to 
the  Scheldt,  the  advantage  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  on  our  side,  as  nearer  to  the  seat  of 
our  own  government,  and  the  fountain-head  of 
our  resources. 

If,  then,  the  destruction  or  blockade  of  the 
Belgic  fleet,  and  the  prevention  of  an  invasion  of 

Enf,4and  from  the  Low  Countries,  were  the  objects 
for  which  the  expedition  sailed,  after  the  truce  on 
the  Danube,  why  were  those  objects  abandoned 
at  the  very  time  when  they  had  been  attained  by 
the  valour  and  perseverance  of  our  troops?  Here 
only  we  should  rest  our  objections  to  the  policy 
of  our  proceedings.  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  Sir 
Geoige  Cockbum,  and  other  exceUent  officers, 
were  convinced  of  the  practicability  of  keeping 
Walcberen;  and  to  have  remained  there  till  the 
ensuing  summer,  would  have  been  a  great  point 
gained ;  but  every  other  consideration  was  sacri- 
ficed for  the  safety  of  Spain. 

As  the  result  of  this  expedition  caused  much 
discontent,  and  became  in  the  following  year  the 
subject  of  parUamentary  invest  igation,  it  would  be 
useless  to  make  any  further  observations  at  present: 
we  shall  therefore  conclude  the  melancholy  subject 
with  the  ifubjoined  statement  of  the  losses  of  the 
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army ;  for  it  is  remarkable  that  the  navy  was  per- 
fectly healthy  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the 
ships  lay  in  the  Scheldt,  as  were  the  marines  and 
seamen  of  the  fleet  in  garrison  at  Ter  Veere^  a 
mfficieiit  proof  that  the  greater  part  of  the  disease 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  water  used  by  the  troops. 
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The  affidrs  of  the  Peninsula  wore  a  most  anpTO- 

mising  aspect  at  the  commencement  of  this  year. 
Yet  notwithstanding  the  disasters  of  Spain  and 
her  allies,  the  prophetic  words  of  Mr.  Badaxi»  the 
Spanish  minister  irom  the  Central  Junta  to  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  were  completely  fulfilled.  He 
obscn^ed  to  the  captain  of  a  British  frigate  in 
January,  that  Bonaparte  would  find  in  Spain  the 
tomb  of  his  ambition.'*  Few  who  witnessed  the 
events  of  that  period  would  have  been  ot  the  same 
Opinion.  Sir  John  Moore  himsdf,  one  of  our  most 
able  and  distinguished  generals,  was  flo  deeply 
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imiireiwd  with  fedings  entirely  opposite,  tfiat  he 

began  his  retreat  fromSalamauca  towards  the  sea- 
coatt  on  the  8th  December,  1808.  The  hard- 
ships endured  by  the  British  troops  on  that  coca* 
sion  equalled  those  sustained  by  the  army  under 
General  Dandas  in  its  fiunous  retreat  thnnigh  Hol- 
land in  the  winter  of  1794-5.  None  but  British 
soldiers  could  have  gone  through  so  much ;  their 
discipline,  it  is  true,  was  shaken  for  a  time,  but 
instantly  resumed  its  severity  when  the  enemy 
appeared. 

It  has  been  regretted,  that  the  fleet  had  not  been 
detained  at  Vigo  and  Ferrol  to  receive  the  troops. 
The  reason  given  for  prefierring  Corunna  was,  that 
in  the  two  ibrmer  harbours  the  ships  could  not 
have  got  to  sea  so  easily  with  westerly  winds  as 
from  the  latter;  besides  which,  the  march  would 
have  been  much  longer. 

it  has  been  ahready  regretted,  that  our  forces, 
either  naval  or  military,  were  sent  to  the  north 
of  Spain  or  Portugal;  that,  however,  was  not 
the  measure  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  but  the 
decision  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  Spanish 
agents  sent  to  this  country.  Hie  greatest  enthu- 
siasm certainly  prevailed  in  the  south  in  fa\  our  of 
England,  and  against  the  power  of  Napoleon  ^  but 
as  our  armies  were  in  the  north,  our  fleets  were  of 
course  obliged  to  foUow  them. 

Lord  Mulgrave^  whose  vigilance  foresaw  and 
provided  for  every  contingency,  had  taken  care 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  ships  of  war  and  trans- 
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ports  should  be  ready  to  receive  the  troops  and 
cover  their  retreat  in  case  of  any  reverse  of  fortune. 

Rear-admiral  the  Uouourable Michael  X)e  Courcy, 
whose  flag  was  in  the  Tonnant»  of  eighty  guns,  had 
with  him  a  stron^j  squadron  in  the  bay  of  Corunna. 

The  names  of  the  ships  were— 


Shift,  Guns. 

The  Ville  de  Paris  110 

Victory  100 

Barfleur   98  Sir  Edward  ficriy 

Tonoaot  •   80  Flag 

Implacable   74   T.  B.  Martin 

£liabclh   74   Hoo.  H.  Cunoii 

Norge  •  •  •   74  J.  S.  Rainier 

Reioltttion   74  G.  Burlton 

AudaeioQf   •••••    74       M.  OosieUn 

Plantasenet  *   74 

CndymioO)  frigate  •  •  •   40 

Mediator,  troop  ship  •  •   44 

The  transports  arrived  from  Vigo  on  tlie  9th, 
under  the  orders  of  Hear-admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
and  in  charge  of  Commissioner  Bowen,  as  agent, 
who  had  left  at  Vigo  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels 
to  receive  three  thousand  five  hundred  troops, 
which,  haying  separated  from  Sir  John  Moore's 
army,  had  taken  the  route  to  that  place,  under 
Generals  Crauford  and  Alten. 

Sir  John  Moore,  while  he  retreated  before 
the  superior  forces  of  Marshal  Soult,  shewed  the 
best  dispositions  for  battle,  and  concentrated  his 
forces  round  Corunna,  the  enemy  pressmg  upon 
him,  but  constantly  refusing  battle  until  he  reached 
the  sea-coast,  and  the  heights  above  C(»runna. 
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Oa  the  night  of  the  16th  January,  the  enemy  had 
received  considerable  reinforcements^  and  at  one 
in  the  morning,  attacked  the  British  right  under 
Lord  William  Bentinck,  but  were  repulsed  by  the 
gallant  42d  regiment.   The  action  soon  became 
general  and  obstinate.    The  French  were  beaten, 
although  th^r  forces  far  outnumbered  ours.  Sir 
John  Moore  was  mortally  wounded,  and  Sir  David 
Baird,  the  second  in  command,  lost  his  arm. 
Major-general  Paget  threatened  the  enemy's  left ; 
while  Major-generals  Manningham  and  Leith 
nobly  resisted  the  united  powers  of  the  enemy. 
Sonlt,  with  his  best  troops,  made  a  last  effort  on 
our  left,  but  was  deieated.    At  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  enemy  retreated ;  at  six  the  firing  had 
ceased,  and  our  army  occupied  a  more  forward 
position  than  it  had  held  before  the  attack.  Major- 
general  Hope*  on  whom  the  command  had  de- 
▼olved,  still  persevered  in  carrying  tlie  intentions 
of  Sir  John  Moore  into  execution.  The  embarka- 
tion of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  artillery  and 
stores,  and  finally  of  the  whole  army,  was  con- 
ducted with  perfect  regularity.  The  efibrts  of  the 
navy  here,  were  equal  to  those  at  Toulon  in  1793, 
with  the  additional  embarrassment  of  bad  weather, 
which  rendered  the  communication  by  boats  both 
tedious  and  difficult:  at  the  s;une  time  the  cannon 
of  the  enemy,  planted  on  the  heights,  kept  up  a 
constant  fire  on  the  transports.   Some  of  the 
masters  of  these  vessels  were  so  forgetful  of  their 
duty,  as  to  cut  their  cables  and  run  to  sea.  Some 
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of  the  vessels  got  on  shore  and  were  lost,  two 
were  burnt,  and  five  bilged.    Tbe  wkok  of  the 
troops  were  finally  put  on  lioBrd,  nndw  cover  of 
the  ships  oi  war,  from  a  sandy  beach  near  the  light- 
lioiise.   The  Commander-in-chief  of  the  troops 
spoke  ui  most  grateful  terms  of  the  assistance 
afforded  to  him  by  the  Rear-admiral  and  Cap  tarns 
the  Han«  BL  Cunso&»  T.  M.  Gosselin,  C.  Boys, 
J.  S.  Rainier,  T.  Serrdl;  Hawkins,  G.  Digby, 
J.       Caiden,  M'Kenzie,  and  Shepperd>  and 
Ccmimissioner  Bowen.    The  corps  of  Major- 
general  Beresford  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the 
18th»  completing  the  retreat  of  the  British  army 
which  had  quitted  Salamanca  under  the  command 
of  8x1  John  Moore. 

Hie  number  of  troops  amounted  to  nearly  twenty 
thousand,  besides  a  loss  oi  from  six  to  eight  thou- 
sand in  the  course  of  the  dreadful  march  dirougfa 
the  worst  roads,  and  under  the  severest  privations* 

The  retreat  from  Salamanca  to  Corunna  was 
without  doubt  the  most  disastrous  event  which 
happened  to  our  arms  during  the  war;  but  the 
firmnessy  valour,  and  fortitude  of  our  soldiers  and 
seamen  were  displayed  in  a  remairimble  manner, 
and  taught  the  enemy  what  they  had  to  expect, 
should  they  ever  meet  us  on  more  equal  tenns. 
The  hospitals  at  home  were  crowded  with  our  sick 
and  wounded;  hundreds  died  on  tlieir  passage; 
and  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  England  were 
excited  in  a  very  extraordinary  degree  to  atfoid 
leUef  and  consolation  to  the  survivors. 
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From  that  period,  Spain,  or  at  least  the  great 
majority  of  her  people,  has  been  favourable  to 
Great  Britain:  the  weak  and  miserable  Ferdinand, 
a  bigot,  and  a  tyrant,  was  restored  to  his  kingdom, 
and  proved  himaelf  unworthy  of  the  protection 
afforded  him. 

In  the  month  of  January,  Lord  Cochrane  entered 
the  port  of  Galdaquira,  whence  he  brought  out  two 

small  armed  vessels,  nnrl  plcvon  sail  of  victuallers, 
which  had  been  destined  for  the  relief  of  the 
French  aitnyand^rriaon  of  Barcelona.  The  trade, 
and  even  the  marine  of  France,  was  now  doubly 
exposed,  the  ports  of  Spain  no  longer  affording 
•  them  shelter  either  in  the  bay  of  Biscay  or  the 
Mediterranean.  Thesiiips  and  vessels  of  the  enemy 
were  taken  or  destroyed  witii  multiplied  celerity, 
and  their  army  depending  on  the  coast  for  supplies, 
was  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress.  Thus  were 
the  wrongs  of  Spain  in  some  degree  avenged,  and 
the  French  made  to  suffer  that  misery  which  they 
had  so  cruelly  inflicted  on  their  neighbours :  the 
rage  of  the  Spaniards  knew  no  bounds,  and  nothing 
could  save  a  Frenchman  from  death  or  torture, 
but  the  interference  of  a  British  officer. 

On  the  23d  of  March  the  French  garrison  of 
Vigo  capitulated  to  Captain  George  M^Kinlay, 
and  a  regular  Spanish  force  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  under  that  active  and  daring  leader, 
Pablo  Murillo.  A  French  colond,  forty'-five  officen, 
and  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  men  were 
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made  prisoners,  and  sent  away  to  France  oo 

their  parole. 

Captain  Robert  Mends,  of  the  Arethusa»  on  the 
20th  of  the  same  month,  landed  his  first  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Hugh  Pearson,  with  a  party  of  seamen  and 
marines,  who  destroyed  twenty  heavy  guns 
mounted  on  the  batteries  at  Lequito,  and  defeuded 
by  a  detachment  of  French  soldiers.  A  sergeant 
and  twenty  men  wete  taken  prisoners;  many  o Aers 
made  their  escape.  The  same  party  on  the  follow- 
ing day  went  np  the  river  Andara,  where  they 
took  two  chasse-mar6es  laden  with  wine  and 
brandy  for  the  French  army :  destroying  the  car- 
goes, they  gave  the  vessels  back  to  the  Spaniards, 
from  \N  hom  they  had  been  taken  by  the  French. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  in  the  mean  time 
actively  employed  in  Portugal.  On  the  12th  of 
May  he  fought  Marshal  Soult  on  the  banks  of  the 
DouTO»  defeated  him,  crossed  the  river,  and  en- 
tered Opuito. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Captain  M'Kinlay  had 
the  honour  to  assist  at  another  defeat  of  the  French. 
While  lying  at  Vigo  on  the  6th,  he  learnt  that  the 
enemy  had  assembled  in  such  force  as  to  compel 
the  Conde  de  Noronha  to  retire  from  Pentevcdra. 
Don  Juan  Caransas,  the  Spanish  commodore  at 
Vigo,  in  making  this  communication  tb  Captain  * 
M'Kinlay,  stated,  that  boats  should  be  in  readiness 
at  San  Peyo  to  transport  the  Spanish  army  across 
the  river,  the  bridge  havmg  been  destroyed. 


Digitized  by 


Captain  Wyntet,  of  his  Majesty's  sloop  the  Cad- 
mm^  imitantly  sailed  up  the  riyer  with  the  Por* 
tuguese  schooner  Cunosa,  the  Tigre,  Spanish 
schooner  of  war,  and  as  many  gun-boats  and 
yeasels  as  could  be  collected. 

Anxious  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this  retrograde 
moveisidot.  Captain  M'Kinlay  went  in  his  barge 

up  the  river  San  Peyo,  where  he  found  Brigadier- 
general  Carrera,  strongly  posted  on  the  south  side 
of  ibe  bridge.  The  Conde  de  Noronha  was  at 
Redondel^.  The  enemy's  forces  amounted  to  eight 
thousand  in&ntry,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
cavalry,  with  several  field-pieces.  Noronha  and 
Carrera  here  formed  a  junction,  with  ten  thousand 
troops  (only  seven  thousand  of  whom  wem  armed), 
one  hundred  and  twenty  horse,  and  nine  field- 
pieces.  The  French  army,  under  Marshal  Ney, 
approached  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  be- 
gan the  attack,  as  the  river  at  that  place  is  only 
pistol-shot  across.  The  Spaniards  kept  their 

ground  with  wonderful  firmness  :  three  Spanish 
gun- boats  were  brought  up,  one  of  them  conducted 
by  Lieutenant  Jefferson,  first  of  the  Cadmus,  with 
a  party  of  men  from  his  own  ship.  Having  la- 
boured all  night  to  strengthen  their  position,  the 
French  at  daylight  renewed  their  attack,  but  were 
repulsed  in  every  direction  by  the  fire  of  the 
Sjpaiuards ;  and  the  gun-boats  under  Captain 
Wynter  approaching  their  works,  drove  the  enemy 
out,  and  destroyed  their  battles.  Every  attempt 
which  they  made  to  cross  the  river  was  manfully 
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repelled  by  the  Spaniards,  who  at  this  time  were 
in  better  heart  for  fighting  than  we  can  remember 
them  to  have  been  at  any  other  period.  Pablo 
MuriUo»  and  the  few  English  seamen  and  mannea 
from  the  Lively  and  Cadmus,  drove  back  and  de* 
feated  Marshal  Key  at  the  bridge  of  Saa  Peyo, 
and  forced  him  to  retire^  leaving  the  field  of  battle 

covered  with  his  dead;  and  many  wounded  and 
prisoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  alhes. 

Ney  feD  back  on  Coninna;  and,  on  the  13tb  cS 
June,  prepared  to  evacuate  that  place  and  Ferrol, 
spiking  the  gunsi  and  destroying  the  defences  on 
the  land  side,  blowii^  up  the  magazines,  and  dis* 
arming  the  inhabitants.  Captain  Hemry  Hotham, 
in  the  Defiance,  gave  every  asdstanoe  to  the  un* 
fortunate  victims  of  French  barbarity ;  he  landed 
Captain  Wm.  Parkeri  of  the  Amazon,  with  a  large 
party  of  seamen  and  marines,  y/ho  entered  the 
citadel  of  Ferrol,  and  took  possession  of  it  in  the 
name  of.  the  degenerate  Ferdinand  VIL  The 

friendship  and  union  of  the  English  and  Spanish 
nations  were  expressed  by  every  mutual  act  of 
kindness  which  could  be  imagined ;  and  Captain 
Hotham  entered  and  took  possession  of  the  tov^ru 
of  Conuina  amidst  the  acdamations  of  the  Spa* 
aiards. 

Captain  James  Brisbane,  in  the  Belle  Poule,  on 
the  leth  February,  chased  a  frigate  in  the  Adriatic 
steering  for  the  gulf  of  Valona,  and  after  pursuing 
her  ^br  the  night*  found  h^  at  daylight  at  anchor, 
moored  to  the  watts  of  the  fortress  of  that  Mase^ 
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'  the  protectioD  of  very  heavy  kalleries. 
Captab  BimbBiie  lironght  Us  ship  to  mt  mchor 
in  a  position  at  once  to  take  or  destroy  the 
e&emy^  and  to  keep  in  cheek  the  batteries  under 
which  she  had  sought  shelter;  those,  however, 
ofiered  no  opposition  to  the  British  frigate,  whose 
fire  being  directed  at  the  enemy's  ship,  the  con- 
test was  soon  terminated :  she  surrendered  after 
a  few  broadsides*  and  was  brought  out  with  vary 
fittle  leas.  She  was  eaUed  Le  Var,  pierced  fior 
thirty-two  guas,  nine  pounders,  but  had  only^ 
twenty-six  laountsd^  and  a  compianient  of  twot 

hundred  men. 

In  the  month  of  Jonei  ttie  Honourable  Captsssi 
P.  P.  Irby,  in  the  Amelia^  of  lUrty-eight  gunsv 
with  the  Statira,  C.  W.  Boys,  of  thirty -eight  guns, 
qppeased  off  the  town  erf  Saint  Aadem,  where  the 
patriots,  having  risen  against  the  French  garrison, 
liad  got  possession  of  the  forts.  The  French  vessels 
in  the  harboar  slipped  tfaesrcaUes  and  tan  to  sea; 
they  were  all  immediately  takai  by  the  British  fri- 
gates. One  of  the  prizes  was  called  La  Mouche,  a 
ftst  sailing  privateer  of  sixteen  gtni8»  and  one  hun<- 
dred  and  eighty  men;  there  were  two  other  smaller 
privateers,  and  two  saaall  veasela  with  cargaas: 

On  the  23d  of  April,  Captain  Jahleel  Brenton, 
in  the  Spartaai,  of  thirty-eigfa^  guas,  having  undet 
bis  ordeis  Ae  Ampirion,  of  thirty-two  guns,  earn* 
manded  by  Captain  William  Boste,  and  th^  Mer^ 
envy,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  by  the  Heviourable 
Henry  Duncan,  attacked  the  town  and  harbour  of 
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Pesaro  ,  in  the  Adriatic,  where  a  number  of  vessels 
lyiDg  m  the  mole  attracted  the  notice  of  the  British 
cruisers.  The  boats  of  the  frigates  proceeded  io 
two  divisions ;  the  first  under  the  comraand  of 
lieutenaDt  C.  Phillot^  of  the  Amphion;  the  second 
under  Lieutenant  Baumgardt,  of  the  Spartan ;  and 
the  whole  commanded  by,  and  under  the  direction 
of.  Lieutenant  G.  Wilies,  first  of  the  Spartan.  ' 

Before  the  boats  approached,  Captain  Brenton 
sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore  to  the  Governor^  de- 
manding ^  the  surrender  of  all  the  vessels,  and 
adding,  that  should  any  resistance  be  made^  his 
Excellency  must  be  answerable  for  the  conse- 
quences. Half  an  hour  was  allowed  to  deliberate, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  no. answer  being  re- 
turned, and  the  troops  being  observed  to  assemble 
in  the  streets  and  on  the  quays  in  considerable 
numbers,  while  the  inhabitants  were  employed  in 
dkmantling  the  vessels;  the '.flag  of  trucCt  which 
had  been  flying  on  board  the  Spartan,  was  hauled 
down,  and  a  firing,  cohunenced  fromi  the  ships  and 
boats.  After  this  had  continued  a  short  time, 
flags  of  .truce  were  displayed  in  several  parts  of 
the  town* ' .  The  signal  was  .instantly  made  to'dis^ 
continue  the  action.  Lieutenant Willes  landed,  and 
was  infomied  that  the  Governor,  withall  the  troops, 
had  made  his  escape.  The  place  being  thus  sur- 
rendered, the  boats  of  the  squadron  were  employed 
in  brii^ing  out  the  vessels,  while  the  marines  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Moore  landed,  aud 
enfiladed  the  streets  to  protect  the  seamen  in  their 
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operations.  By  half-past  six  in  the  evening, 
thirteen  vessels,  deeply  laden,  were  brought  out ; 
some  had  been  scuttled  and  sunk  by  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  others  lay  aground.  Captain  Brenton 
contented  himself  with  blowing  up  the  castle*  and 
withdrawing  with  the  ships  and  prizes  to  Trieste. 
In  the  whole  of  this  enterprise,  it  is  pleasing  to 
reflect,  that  only  one  life  was  lost.   The  cargoes 

of  the  vessels  consisted  of  olive  oil,  hides,  almonds, 
'  hemp,  plank,  and  bees'  wax. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  the  Spartan  and  Mercury 
chased  two  vessels  into  the  port  of  Cesenatico  :  a 
long  flat  lies  before  the  place,  over  which  the  fri* 
gates  carried  for  a  considerable  distance  no  more 
than  three  and  a  half  iathoms  of  water.  - 

The  place  was  defended  by  a  castle,  and  a  bat- 
tery of  two  twenty-four  pounders.  By  keeping  the 
boats  a-bead|  and  sounding,  the  frigates  were  en- 
abled to  come  within  grape«shot  distance  of  the 
battery,  which  was  very  soon  silenced,  when  the 
boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Willes 

landed,  and  took  possession  of  it,  turumg  the  guns 
upon  the  castle  and  town,  which  the  enemy  then 
deserted. 

Twelve  more  vessels  here  rewarded  the  captors, 
some  laden  with  com  for  Venice,  and  others  being 
in  ballast,  were  filled  with  hemp  and  iron  out  of 
the  magazine,  and  brought  away.  They  burnt  a 
large  vessel  laden  with  iron>  which  being  aground, 
they  could  not  remove ;  blew  up  the  magazine, 
destroyed  the  battery,  and  spiked  the  guns ;  after 
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wkick  the  piartif  returned  to  tbeir  ^ps,  without  a 
maa  beiog  hurt.   Gaptotn  Dwcan  so  placed  Ub 

ship,  that  although  she  lay  aground,  lier  hre  was 
folly  effective^  and  she  was  hore  off  without  the 
least  damage.  Unfortunately  the  valour  of  the 
captors  was  not  rewarded  witii  the  return  of  wealth 
which  tbejr  had  a  fair  right  to  expect:  the  prises 
having  all  been  sent  to  Trieste  were  found  in  that 
harbour  by  the  Frenehi  when  they  mddenly  ap- 
peared and  surprised  the  Austrians  iu  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks  after. 

Captain  Brenton  having  been  under  thcDeoessity 
of  detaching  Captain  Duncan,  in  the  Mercury,  to 
the  iioast  of  VemcCf  proceeded  iu.  the  Spartan  to 
the  gulf  of  Fiuma,  where  he  received  infmrmatioa 
firom  Colonel  Peharme,  commanding  a  corps  of 
Cfoatians^  that  the  French  were  fortifjriog  the 
island  of  Lusin  Picolo.  Captain  Brenton  proposed 
en  immediate  attack  on  the  place,  provided  the 
Croatians  would  co-operate;  this  being  agreed 
to,  part  of  the  Croatian  troops  were  received  on 
board  the  Spartan,  and  the  remainder  plaeed  in 
two  trabacolis  (small  vessels  of  the  country).  The 
forts  were  attacked^  and  the  enemy  fled;  the 
troops  landed  on  the  peninsula;  the  Spartan  ran 
up  tlie  harbour^  and  anchored  with  springs  on  her 
cable  abreast  of  the  town,  and  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  castle,  at  the  base  of  whicb  was  a  battery 
of  elevQii  guns.  By  this  battery  one  of  the  tra- 
bacolis was  sunk  going  in;  the  people  were  saved. 
Some  of  the  marines  and  seamen  of  the  Spartan 
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weie  bmded  to  aaaist  the  Oroatiam^  wlule  the  fri- 
gate opened  a  fire  on  the  castle,  which  she  con  ti- 
nned ditrii^  a  gceat  part  of  the  night.  At  six 
in  the  morning*  the  French  commandant,  after 
Taiiiiy  using  every  artifice  by  flags  of  truce  to  gain 
time  and  remoont  his  guns*  was  compelled  to  snr* 

render  at  discretion.  iMany  vessels  were  found  ni 
the  harbour ;  but  being  claimed  by  the  subjects  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  under  whose  donunion  the 
island  now  returned,  they  were  not  made  prizes. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley*  having  the  command  of 
the  British  army  in  the  Peninsula,  and  his  plans 
being  crowned  with  singiilar  success,  the  govern* 
ment  determined  to  send  out  his  brother,  the  Mar* 
quis  WeUesley,  as  ambassador  to  the  Supreme 
Junta  of  Seville.  *  His  Lordship  embarked  at 
Portsmouth,  on  board  the  Donegal,  of  eighty 
guns,  Captain  £.  P.  Brenton  (acting  for  Captain 
Mak)ofan)»  and  sailed  on  the  24th  of  July.  The 

ship  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the  ist  of  August;  and  as 
she  let  go  her  anchor,  at  nine  o  dock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  batteries  round  the  harbour  from  Santa 
Calatina  to  the  light-house,  together  Mrith  the 
gvns  and  musketry  of  the  shipping  in  the  harbour, 
were  celebrating,  by  continued  dischai^ges,  the  vic- 
tory then  recently  obtained  by  the  British  army 
under  Sir  Arthur  WeUesley,  on  the  plains  of  Ta- 
lavera.  The  coiucidcuce  was  singular ;  the  news 
of  the  event  having  just  reached  the  city»  as  the 
arrival  of  the  British  Ambassador  was  announced. 
A  British  squadron  of  four  &ail  of  the  line  was 
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lying  iu  the  harbour  at  the  time,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Rear-admirai  Purvis,  who  had  been  so 
deeply  engaged  in  the  blockade  of  the  port,  and 
in  preventing  the  escape  of  RossiUy*s  squadron. 

The  arrangements  for  landing  the  Ambassador 
were  instantly  completed.  The  public  mind  m 
Cadiz  had  attained  a  degree  of  excitement  not  easy 
to  describe:  the  quays,  the  walls,  the  windows, 
and  the  decks  of  the  ships  and  boats,  were  crowded 
to  excess ;  the  people  hung  in  clusters  from  the 
masts,  yards,  and  rigging  of  the  vessels;  not  a 
boat  in  the  harbour  but  what  was  afloat,  crowded 

with  well  dressed  people  of  both  sexes;  and  "  Viva 
Ingles!  Viva  el  Key  de  InglaterraT'  resounded 
from  thousands  of  voices  at  the  same  tiine,  min- 
gled with  the  noise  of  cannon,  and  the  most  inces- 
sant  cheering.  His  Excellency  landed  in  the  baige 
of  the  Donegal ;  having,  by  order  of  the  Rear-ad- 
miral>  the  royal  standard  of  Kngland  displayed  in 
the  bow.  When  the  boat  reached  the  quay,  his 
Lordship  was  lifted  out  of  her  by  the  friendly  and 
enthusiastic  Spaniards,  who  would  not  allow,  his 
feet  to  touch  the  ground.  Carriages  were  in  wait- 
ing for  him,  and  his  suite ;  but  the  moment  he  was 
seated,  the  horses  were  taken  off,  and  the  people 
dragged  him  with  maddening  acclamations  over 
the  flags  of  France,  which  were  spread  on  the  pave*' 
ment  from  the  water  side  to  the  gates  of  the  town. 
Reaching  the  magnificent  hotel  prepared  ibr  him, 
the  Marquis  ascended  to  the  balcony,  wbtace  he 
addressed  the  multitude,  assuring  them,  as  well  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


im.]  SPAIN.  a45 

might,  that  it  was  the  proudest  and  happiest  day 
ofhis  life.  Looking  from  the  balcony,  the  street, 
from  the  density  of  the  assembled  people,  had  the 

apj>earance  of  being  paved  with  faces  ;  every  hat 
was  off,  and  every  eye  directed  to  the  representa- 
tive of  the  greatest  and  most  generous  of  motfarchs, 
who  had  come  to  restore  peace  and  friendship, 
between  two  nations  long  divided  by  the  most 
relentless  cruelty,  the  most  barbarous  policy.  In 
the  evening,  the  Ambassador  attended  the  theatre, 
where  ai  distinguished  and  conspicuous  seat  was 
provided  for  hini.  On  his  entrance,  the  band 
struck  up  our  favourite  national  airs  of  **  God 
savie  the  King/*  then  Rule  Britannia;*'  the  for- 
mer was  sung,  having  been  translated  into  Spa- 
nish by  the  vocal  performers ;  while  the  ladies; 

who  were  crowded  in  the  front  seats,  waved  their 
white  handkerchiets  in  token  of  approbation.  • 

The  orders  given  to  the  Captain  of  the  Donegal 
were  to  land  the  Marquis  Wellesley  at  Cadiz,  and 
to  return  with  the  Right  Honourable  J.  H.  Frere 
to  England. '  These  orders  would  not  deserve  no- 
tice, but  for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Frere,  whose  cor- 
respondence on  the  retreat  of  Sir  John  Moore 
had  caused  much  surprise  in  England.  Mr.  Frere 
did  not  think  proper  to  return  in  the  Donegal^ 
and  the  services  of  that  ship  were  commanded 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  Lord  Wellesley  back 
to  England,  disgusted  most  probably  .with  the 
base  intrigues  and  despicable  folly  of  the  upper 
classes  of  society  in  Spain.   Cadiz,  when  he  left 
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il;  was  filled  with  cowaids  and  traiton,  the  apiee 

of  Bonaparte,  and  the  betrayers  of  their  countrjr; 
aa  aristocracy*  without  courage  or  virtue,  regard- 
leas  alike  of  public  or  private  character ;  men,  aa 
we  verily  believe,  who  had  haci^ed  their  swords  as 
they  ran  away  firom  their  enenues.  The  Editor  of 
the  Diario  Sevillano  observed,  in  1809,  that  few 
of  the  Spanish  gi:aiidees  koew  their  owa  oftj^riog; 

and  how  shall  we  (said  he)  expect  that  man  to 
be  the  guardian  of  his  country's  honour,  who  is 
jregardkas  of  his  own  This  was  bold  laogiiage 
to  a  corrupt  people,  and  the  paper  was  suppressed. 
The  Editor  took  leave  of  his  countrymen  in  an 
affecting  address,  in  which  be  foretold  nearly  all 
that  we  have  since  witnessed.  Still  the  lower 
orders  in  Spain  were  a  noble  and  generous  racCp 
ready  to  aacrifice  every  thing  for  their  king,  and 
hourly  invokjing  Heaven  for  his  return. 

Such  were  the  sentimenta  of  the  good  Spa* 

niards,  and  these  sentiments  were  conveyed  to 
England  by  Lord  Wellesley:  his  Lordship  havrng, 
in  consequence  of  the  dispute  and  duel  between 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Canning,  been  recalled 
to  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  seeretary  for 
foreign  affairs.  He  re-embarked  in  the  Donegal 
at  Cadiz,  and  returned  to  i:«ngland  in  liovembet, 
vevolving  in  hia  mind  the  means  of  rescuing  the 
unmanly  King  of  Spain  from  his  confinement  at 
Valen^ay.  Of  this  we  shall  speak  more  at  large 
in  die  next  chapter. 

With  a  view  of  distracting  the  intention  of  the 
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French  in  Italy,  and  drawing  them  off  from  the 
Austrians  in  the  north,  to  the  defence  of  their 
strong  pootioiis  in  the  south,  lieiiteiiaatrgeneral 
Sir  Johu  Stewart,  the  commander-in-chief  of  his 
Maje6ty!8  finrees  m  Sicily^  in  conoert  with  Ileaiw 
admiral  George  Msrtin,  planned  an  atlaek  on  the 
islands  of  Ischia  and  Procida,  near  Naples,  and 
atao  threatened  tiie  cental  ilsdf.  For  this  pur- 
pose,  a  force  of  British  and  Sicilian  troops  was 
cmharkud  at  MelazKO,  on  board  the  Gaaopua^ 
eighty,  flag ;  Spartiate,  seventy-fcnr.  Sir  Francis 
Laibrey;  Warrior,  seventy-four,  Captain  Spran- 
iper;  Cysne,  Captain  Staines;  Espoir,  eighteen. 
Captain  Mitford;  and  Philomel,  eighteen.  A 
large  fleet  of  transports  and  gun-boats  waited 
their  arrival  at  Palermo.  On  the  15th,  theae  ves- 
sels,  nearly  one  hundred  in  number,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Alceste,  and  two  Sicilian  ftigate% 
joined  thefieet .  The  Rear-admiral  diaped  his«nn!se 
dose  along  shore,  iu  the  gulf  of  St  Euphemia, 
and  the  coast  of  Calabria,  to  which  the  Phifasmel 

was  detached  with  four  transports,  containing  two 
regiments,  which  Six  John  Stewart  wished  to  be 
landed,  fiir  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  of  undertaking  the  si^ge  of  Scylla^ 
should  it  be  firand  practicable.  This  meanue  ai^ 
swered  the  proposed  end.  The  enemy,  on  the 
first  appearance  of  our  force,  abandoned  the  greater 
part  of  tlmr  posts  akng  the  shore,  fiur  the  pnrpoee 
of  concentration,  when  those  on  the  line  opposite 
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Mesftinat  were  seized  and  disarmed  by  a  corps 

under  Lieutenant  colonel  Smith. 

On  the  24  tb,  a  force  of  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred sind  eighty  men  prepared  to  attack  the  island 
of  Ischia ;  and  on  the  25th,  the  debarkation  of  the 
troops  was  effected^  under  the  directions  of  Cap- 
tain Sir  Francis  Laforey,  led  on  by  Major-general 
M'Farlane»  covered  by  the  fire  of  the  Warrior  and 
Success^  and  by  the  British  ieuid  Sicilian  gun-boats. 
A  chain  of  batteries  guarded  every  accessible  laud- 
ing place ;  but  they  .were  successively  taken ;  be- 
tween two  and  tbree.hundred  of  the  enemy  were 
made  prisoners;  and  the  Franco-Italian  general, 
Colorina,  retreated  with  the  remainder  of  his  force 
into  the  castle  of  Ischia,  where  he  refused  to  listen 
to  any  terms  until  he  saw  a  breaching* battery 
erected,  and  ready  to '.knock,  down  his 'walls:  he 
then  capitulated.  Having  completed  this  important 
conquest,  the  two  Chiefs  turned  their  forces  to  the 
island  ot  Procida;  a  summons  being  sent  to  the 
Crovernory  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  comply  with 
the  terms,  and  through  this  well-timed  surraider  a 
noble  exploit  was  performed  on  the  following  day. 

In  the  evening  of  the  25th»  the  Rear-admiial 
received  information  that  a  fleet  of  gun-boats,  and 
a  convoy,  were  coming  along  shore  from  Gaeta* 
Captain. (now  Sir  Thomas)  Staines,  in  the  Cyane, 
with  the  Espoir,  was  detached  with  all  the  British 
and  Sicilian  gun-boats  to  intercept  them;  and  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  26th»  he  had  the 
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good  fortune  to  find  himself  between  them  and  the 
point  of  Baiae,  cutting  off  their  communieation 
with  Naples ;  the  great  object  of  the  enemy  being 
to  throw  supplies  into  that  place.  A  glorious  and 
spirited  action  soon  commenced ;  eighteen  of  the 
enemy's  gun-boats  were  taken,  and  four  destroyed. 
The  Sicilian  officm  and  men  in  theur  gun-boats 

helraved  gallantly.  Cap  tarn  Staines  acquired  the 
highest  approbation  of  the  Admiral,  and  the  ap- 
plause of  all  present  He  had  previously  harassed 
the  enemy»  by  destroying  their  batteries,  and  en- 
gaging their  gun-boats;  had  captured  a  polacre 
with  troops  intended  for  the  relief  ofProcida;  and, 
supported  by  some  Sicilian  gun-boats,  had  landed 
and  destroyed  a  battery  of  four  forty-two  pound- 
ers, and  a  ten-inch  mortar,  with  which  he  had 
been  some  time  engaged*  On  the  27  th  of  June, 
this  gallant  young  officer  had  a  still  more-  severe 
trial  with  a  Neapolitan  frigate,  called  La  Ceres,  of 
forty-two  guns,  a  corvette  of  twenty^ight  guns, 

and  a  number  of  heavy  G:un43oats.  This  force  the 
Cyane  and  Espoir  engaged  with  great  obstinacy : 
the  action  lasted  from  seven  tiU  half  past  cdght  in 
the  evening ;  the  corvette  made  her  escape  by  su- 
perior sailing,  and  got  safe  into  the  bay  of  Naples; 
the  Cyane  (a  small  twenty-two  gun  ship)  was  now 
engaged  by  the  Ceres,  withm  half  pistol-shot,  by 
the  gun-boats,  and  by  the  Neapolitan  batteries. 
His  ship  cut  to  pieces,  himself  and  first  lieutenant 
(James  Hall)  desperately  wounded,  with  many  of 
hib  men,  Staines  could  do  no  more,  and  retired 
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fic«m  tterimacpnd  coaka^  huring,  m  the  CMne  cf 

three  days'  fighting,  bad  four  of  his  men  killed,  with 
himself  and  twenty-seroi  wmmded. 

Captam  John  Stewaort,  in  the  Sea-horse,  destroy- 
ed the  enemy's  forts  on  the  little  islands  of  Giamoto 
and  Planoao,  asnted  by  the  Hakyon,  Captaht 
H.  W.  Pearse.  Captain  Maxwell,  of  the  Alceste, 
and  CaplaiaStaines,  in  the  Cyane>  destroyed  ttiree 
atrong  Martello  towers,  two  gun-boalSt  and  a  de- 
p6t  of  timber,  at  Terracina,  making  one  hundred 
inisonfln ;  and  Captain  the  Honourable  Henry 
Duncan,  in  the  Mercury,  destroyed  a  number  of 
trabacolia  near  Manfredonia.  Ci^tain  Rait>  of 
the  Scoot  doop  of  war,  destroyed  an  enemy's 
battery  near  Cape  Croisette,  with  seven  sail  of 
ceaatars  which  had  soeght  its  protection. 

Captain  BuUen,  of  the  Volontaire  frigate,  was 
employed  in  the  same  manner  at  Rioux,  on  the 
south  coast  of  France^  where  the  boats  of  that 
ship,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Isaac 
Shaw,  destroyed  the  battery  at  that  plaee,  and 
brought  off  five  vessds  which  lay  under  its  guns. 

Captain  Anselm  John  Griffith^  in  the  Topaze,  of 
tiiirty-twD  guns,  sent  his  boats  under  the  command 

of  Lieutenant  Hammond,  of  that  ship,  and  brought 
from  mider  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy 
in  the  port  of  Dameta,  on  the  coast  of  Aibania» 
nine  vessels,,  four  of  which  were  manued  and  armed 
war. 

The  fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  CoHing- 
wood,  la  co-operation  with  the  Spaniards  on  the 
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coast  of  Catalonia,  performed  a  signal  sendee  to 
the  eauae*  ia  tke  destruction  of  a  Freach  sqaadmi 
of  considerable  ibroe.  WUIe  off  St  Sebastian,  on 
the  night  of  the  22d  of  October,  his  Lordship 
teamed  Scoot  Captain  Barrie,  of  the  Pomone,  that 
the  fleet  in  Toulon  was  puttinf^:  to  sea,  that  somo 
ships  had  sailed*  and  others  were  comiBg  out  of 
port,  with  a  ntamerous  convoy.  The  wind  being 
easterly  at  tlie  tune,  left  no  doubt  of  their  being 
bound  to  the  westward ;  a  vigilant  look  out  was 

kept  by  the  frigates  during  the  night ;  and  in  the 
morning  of  the  23d»  the  Volontaire  made  the  sig* 
nal  for  a  fleet  to  the  eastward,  as  they  were  eom^ 
ing  down  before  the  wind.  The  Tigre,  Captain 
Haliowelli  and  the  Bulwark^  Captain  Fleming* 
were  pushed  a  little  in  advance;  but  at  teno*cloek 
the  Pomone  made  the  signal  that  the  enemy  had 
hauled  to  the  wind,  that  they  consisted  of  three 
ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  two  smaller  ships, 
and  a  convoy  of  about  twenty  sail  of  vessels. 
Rear*admirat  Martin,  with  eight  of  the  best  saiting 
ships  of  the  line,  was  ordered  to  chase,  separating 
in  two  divisions  on  contrary  tacks.  In  the  evening, 
the  Pomone  came  up  with  two  brigs,  two  bom- 
bards, and  a  ketch,  the  whole  of  which  she  burned* 
On  the  following  day,  the  British  and  enemy's 
fleets  were  not  in  sight  of  each  other;  but  the 
division  under  Rear-admiral  Martin  had  been  so 
fortmiate  as  to  meet  wiA  the  French  squadron 
again.  The  Rear-admiral,  in  the  Canopus,  with 
the  Tigre,  Captain  Hallowell;  Sultan,  Captain 
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Oriffiths;  Leviathan,  Captain  Bayntnn;  and  Cum- 
berland,  Captain  the  Honourable  P.  W  odehouse, 
saw  them  on  the  erening  of  the  24th,  and  pnraoed 
them  till  after  dark,  when,  being  in  shoal  water, 
they  came  to  the  wind  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhone.  Next  day  the  same  ships,  three  sail  of 
the  line,  and  one  frigate,  were  again  seen  between 
Cette  and  Frontignan.  The  Robuste,  of  eighty 
guns,  bearing  the  flag  of  Hear  admiral  Baudain, 
and  the  Leon,  of  seventy-four»  were  chased  on 
shore,  and  set  fire  to  by  the  enemy  off  Frontignan. 
The  Boree,  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  a  frigate, 
ran  on  shore  off  Cette.  Shoal  water  and  critical 
navigation  prevented  the  approach  of  our  ships: 
boats  were  sent  in  to  sound;  and  the  French, 
perceiving  the  intention,  set  their  ships  on  fire. 
Having  thus  disposed  of  the  ships  of  war,  the 
Commander-in-chief  continued  in  search  of  the 
convoy,  sending  the  ApoUo  to  the  bay  of  Rosas, 
where  it  was  concluded  the  smaller  vessels  had 
aought  refuge,  to  examine  how  fiir  they  might  be 

assailable. 

Captain  Haliowell,  of  the  Tigre,  was  appointed 
by  tord  Cc^ngwood  to  conduct  the  enterprise 
agamst  them;  that  officer  having  under  his  orders 
the  Cubaberknd,  seventy-four,  Volontaire,  ApoUot 
Topaze,  Philomel,  Scout,  and  Tuscan.  The  boats 
of  these  ships  having  been  well  arranged  and 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  with  the  most  resolute 
'  officers  and  crews,  were  put  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Tailour,  of  the  Tigre,  who  proceeded 
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fitter  dark  to  the  attack  of  the  eneniy,  double  his 

force,  protected  by  stroug  batteries,  s^iarded  by 
boarding-netting,  and  every  way  prepared.  The 
first  object  of  their-attack  was  a  small  frigate,  hav- 
ing  a  gun-boat  a- head  of  her  to  give  the  alarm, 
which  .was  soon  conveyed  through  their  convoy. 
On  this  the  seamen  gave  three  cheers,  applied 
every  nerve  to  their  oars,  pushed  on,  and  in  spite 
of  the  fire,  the  nettings^  and  the  pikes  of  their  ene- 
mies, the  ship  was  boarded  by  the  first  division  of 
boats,  and  carried  in  a  few  minutes :  all  the  other 
armed  vessels  were  taken  by  the  remainder  of  the 
boats.  The  opposition  was  great,  but  overcome 
by  .  the  valour  of  our  men,  who  disregarded  the  fire 
firom*  the  castle,  the  forts  in  the  bay,  their  gun- 
boats and  musketry  on  the  beach:  by  dawn  of  day 
every  ship  or  vessel  was  either  burned  or  brought 
off.   Such  was  the  fortunate  result  of  a  yigilattt 

look  out;  and  by  this  capture,  tlie  supplies  for 
the  IrVench  army  in  Spain  were  either  taken  or 
destroyed.  The  loss  on  board  the  Tigre,  and  the 
other  ships,  was  severe.  The  names  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the;boats  are  too  numerous  for  inser- 
tion here,  and  will  be  found  in  theOa2sette  letters. 
The  vessds  taken  or  destroyed  were — 

Guns,  Tons*  Mm. 

The  Armide  store-ship. .  10  0  pouuders  GOO    116  Burned 

Bombard,  La  Victoire  •  •  14  6        •■  ••      80  Burned 

Le  Grondeur  »    8  6  — —  45  Taken 

Le  Normand  •  •  •  •  •  10  4  48  Taken 

They  abo.  captured  seven  merchant -vessels^ 
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loaded  with  biscuit  and  ilour  for  the  army.  We 
had  fifteen  killed,  and  forty-five  wounded. 

The  Ampbion,  of  thirty-two  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  William  Hoste,  made  a  very  gallant 
and  successful  attack  on  the  forces  of  the  enemy  at 
Cortelazzo,  where  six  gun-boats  and  a  convoy  of 
merchant-vessels  were  moored  in  a  strong  position, 
under  a  battery  of  four  twenty-four  pounders,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Piavie»  and  in  sight  of  the  Italian 

squadron  at  Venice.  The  shoal  water  not  admit- 
ting the  ship  within  gun-shot,  the,  boats  were 
sent  with  a  party  of  seventy  marines  and  seam^, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Philiott,  first  of 
the  Amphion»  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Jones  a^d 
Moore,  of  the  royal  marines.  At  a  quarter  past 
three,  the  fort  was  stormed,  and  carried  in  ten  mi- 
nutes, and  its  guns  turned  on  the  gun-boats  in  the 
bay,  which  instantly  surrendered.  The  battery 
was  a  complete  work»  with  a  ditch  and  chevauZ'- 
de-firize;  and  our  men  entered  it  by  scaling  lad- 
derSy  makuig  the  guard  prisoners,  killing  two  and 
wounduig  one,  spiking  the  guns,  and  destroying 
the  works.  Not  an  Englishman  was  hurt.  Six 
large  gun-boats  were  taken,  with  two  trabacolis 
loaded  with  cheese  and  rice,  and  five  others  burned. 
For  this  very  heroic  exploit.  Lieutenant  Phillott 
was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

Lord  Collingwood,  while  he  found  so  much  em- 
ployment for  the  enemy,  was  not  aware  that  his 
constitution  was  gradually  sinking  under  the  con- 
stant pressure  oi  fatigue,  anxiety^  and  apphcation 
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to  businesa;  his  last  hour  was  drawing  near;  but 
he  lived  to  render  some  more  serrices  to  liift 

country. 

While  the  French  were  defending  Naples^  hig 
Lordship  iboaght  it  a  proper  opportunity  to  seize 
the  islands  of  Zante  and  Cephalonia.  Sir  John 
Stewart,  the  commander-in-chief  in  Sicily,  con- 
cnrring  with  him,  Rear-admiral  Mai  tin,  who  had 
the  direction  of  the  naval  force  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  Mediterranean,  was  desired  to  send  the 
Warrior,  Captain  1.  Spranger,  to  conduct  the  na- 
val part  of  the  expedition.  This  officer  sailed  from 
Messina,  with  the  Philomel  sloop,  and  transports 
carrying  about  one  thousand  six  hundred  troops, 
under  the  command  of  General  Oswald.  The 
Spartan,  Captain  J.  Brenton,  at  the  same  time 
Sidled  from  Malta,  ,with  Mr.  Foresti,  and  Count 
Cladan,  a  Cephaloniaii  adventurer^  who  had  for 
some  time  taken  refuge  at  Malta.  Captain  Eyre, 
of  the  Magnificent,  was  directed  to  augment  this 
force  with  his  squadron  from  Corfu,  which  con- 
sisted of  the  Belle  Poule  and  Kinghsher. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  ships  anchored  in 
the.  bay  of  Zante,  just  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
batteries;  and  at  dayUght  the  troops  effected 
their  landing,  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  Spartan 
and  Belle  Poule>  and  a  division  of  gun-boats, 
tinder  Lieutenant  Cole,  first  of  the  Warrior.  The 
enemy  very  soon  abandoned  their  defeuces,  and 
retreated  from  all  points  to  the  castle,  which  in 
the  course  of  the  day  capitulated. 

2  A  2 
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From  Zante  the  squadron  immediately  proceed- 
ed to  Cephalonia,  where  the  force  employed  waft . 

so  considerable,  as  to  offer  no  hopes  of  success- 
ful resistance.  The  fort  of  St  George,  situated 
on  a  steep  hill,  two  leagues  from  the  town,  sur- 
rendered on  summons;  and  the  two  islands  o£ 
Zante  and  Cephaldnia  received  the  British  flag 
without  the  loss  of  a  man.  At  Cephalonia  they 
found. one  of  .the  finest  harbours  in  the  Worid', 
capable  of  containing  any  number  of  ships  in  per- 
fect safety. 

'  The  Spartan  had  been  detached,  after  the  sur- 
render of  Cephalonia,  to  attack  Cerigo.  Captain 
3renton.  had  with  him  Major  Clarke  and  a  de- 
tachment of  troops.  Cerigo  (ancient  Cythera)  had 
long  been  a  nest  of  privateers  of  the  worst  descrip- 
tion, pirates:  who  respected  no  flag  or  nation, 
*"and  from  its  situation  peculiarly  adapted  for  such 
purposes;  the  resistance  offered  to  the  British 
force  was  therefore  proportioned  to  the  interest  of 
the  marauders,  who  held  the  place  in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  p^iceful  inhabitants.   On  the 
loth  of  October,  Captain  Brenton,  having  landed 
the  troops  and  marines  in  the  bay  of  St.  JN  icholas, 
mniched  forward  towards  the  castle,  followed  by 
one  watch  of  the  Spartan  s  ship's  company,  drag- 
ging three  fiebi*pieces.   These,  owing  to  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  the  country,  did  not  get  inUi 
action  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  troops 
and  seamen  occupied  a  position  on  the  heights  on 
a  level  with  the  castle,  witluu  four  hundred  yartb 
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of  it;  and  a  fire.waa  kept  up  on  both  sides,  witb; 

.  guns  and  musketry,  which  continued  the  greatest 
part  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  some  Congreve 
rockets  were  added,  and  being  thrown  into  the 
garrison,  must  have  occasioned  a  serious  aiarm^^ 
as  in  the  morning  a  flag  of  truce  came  out»  with 
oflers  to  capitulate,  on  conditions  which  were 
rejected :  the  same  terms  were  given  as  had 
*  been  granted  to  Zante  and  Cephalonia.  C^itain 
Brenton  gave  great  praise^  to  Major  Clarke  and 
Mr.  Willes,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Spartan,  for  their 
able  and  gallant. conduct.  The  loss  on  our  side 
was  very  inconsiderable;  nor  was  that  of  the 
enemy  worth  mentioning.  The  number;  of  troops 
who  defended  this  island  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  four,  French,  Russians,  and  Albanians.  > 
Captain  Crawley » in  the  Philomel,  at  the  same 
time  took  possession,  without  any  resistance,  of 
the  island  of  Ithaca ;  and  thus  the  republic  of  the 
Seven  Islands  fell  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain, 
who  has  retained  it  ever  since,  the  inhabitaiits  in 
general  being  favourable  to  the  English.  Mr.  Foresti, 
a  native  of  Cephalonia,  was  highly  instrumental  in 
the  success  of  the  expedition;  and  was  some  years 
afterv^ards  honoured  with  knighthood  by  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty*  -  » 
'  The  shores  of  the  Adriatic,  so  long  imused  to 
the  sound  of  hostile  cannon,  were  kept  in  constant 
alarm  and  dismay*  by  the  vigilance  of  our  captains* 
and  the  ardour  of  their  young  officers  and  men. 
The  commerce  of  the  enemy  knew  not  the  way  to 
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the  open  sea,  oideBS  protected  or  disguised  under 

a  neutral  flag,  creeping  from  rock  to  rock,  or  from 
island  to  island,  on  the  northern  shore.  The  gun- 
bo  Lit  s  vainly  endeavoured  Lo  prevent  the  incursions 
of  our  boats*  who  darted  on  their  prey  with  the 
certainty  of  success. 

Captain  Joliii  West,  in  the  Excellent,  of  seventy- 
four  guns,  fell  in  with  a  convoy  passing  up  towards 
Trieste,  which  he  compdled  to  fly  for  shdter  into 
the  port  of  Duin ;  here  they  were  pursued  by  the 
sloops  of  war,  Acorn  and  Bustard,  commanded  by 
the  Captains  J.  D.  Markland  and  R.  Clephane, 
with  the  boats  ot  the  Exceil^t,. under  lieutenant 
J.  Harper,  first  of  that  ship.  This  gallant  young 
officer  boarded  the  vessels,  while  the  sloops 
of  war  engaged  the  castle.  Six  large  gun*boals» 
three  of  which  carried  three  long  twenty-four 
pounders,  and  three  as  many  long  eighteen 
pounders,  with  an  officer  and  twenty  men  in 
each,  were  taken,  without  loss  on  our  side:  ten 
coasting  vessels,  &om  ten  to  twenty  tons  each, 
loaded  with  brandy,  flour,  rice,  and  wheat,  were 
also  brought  safely  out. 

Captain  Robert  Hall,  in  the  Rambler,  a  small 
brig  of  war,  of  ten  guns,  took  out  of  the  river  of 
Bar  bet,  near  Malaga,  a  French  privateer,  and  some 
small  vessels,  with  a  degree  of  spirit  and  enterprise 
seldom  exceeded.  We  are  to  speak  more  oi  this 
young  officer  in  the  next  chapter. 

Vice-admiral  Berkley  was  succeeded  on  the 
Halifax  station  by  Vice-admiral  Sir  J.  B.  Warren. 
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The  Melampus,  Captain  J^ward  Hawker^  cap«- 
tured  the  Calibri»  af  sixteen  gonfl,  and  ninety-two 
men,  loaded  with  flour  for  Martinique. 

Captain  William  Moonaey,  who  commanded  the 
Bonne  Citoyenne,  a  corvette-built  ship,  with  a 
flush  decky  carrying  eighteen  thirty-two  pound 
eanronades,  and  two  long  nine  pounders^  with  a 
complement  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
men,  sailed  for  Quebec,  with  the  Inflexible,  of 
sixty-four  gons,  and  a  convoy,  from  which  he 
accidentally  parted  company  in  chase.  On  the 
dth  of  August,  at  three  in  the  afkemoon,  he  saw 
a  French  frigate  boarding  an  English  merchant- 
ship,  which  she  relinquished  the  moment  the 
Bonne  Citoyenne  stood  towards  her,  and  ran  to 
the  northward,  under  a  press  of  sail.  Captain 
Mounsey  made  all  sail  in  pursuit,  and  after -a 
chase  of  eighteen  hours,  at  half-past  nine  in  the 
morning  he  laid  his  sloop  alongside  of  the  enemy, 
and  engaged  her  within  pistol-shot.  The  action 
lasted,  with  inimitable  gallantry  on  the  part  of  the 
British  vessel,  till  sixteen  minutes  past  four  p.m.^ 
when  his  powder  being  nearly  expended,  Captain 
Mounsey  determined  to  carry  her  by  boarding 
with  all  hands,  and  at  the  instant  of  lajring  her 
alongside  for  that  purpose,  the  enemy  called  out 
that  they  had  surrendered,  and  struck  their  colours. 
This  action  stands  nearly  unrivalled  (in  its  class) 
in  the  annals  of  our  navy — a  large  frigate  chased 
and  captured  by  a  sloop  of  war!  that  of  the 
Speedy  and  Gamo  being  alone  superior  to  it. 
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The  French  frigate,  it  is  true,  had  not  her  com- 
plement of  guns,  hairing  only  twelve  forty-two 
pound  carronades,  and  two  long  twenty^feor 
pounders  on  her  main-deck»  with  six  guns  of 
a  smaller  calibre;  these,  were,  however,  more 
than  equal  to  the  metal  of  the  Bonne  Citoy- 
enne,  which  had  three  of  her  guns  dismount-^ 
ed  early  in  the  action.  The  frigate,  had  her 
full  complement  of  officers,  and  two  hundred 
seamen,  together  with  a  colonel,  two  lieutenants,, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  GGth  regiment  of  the  line. 
She  was  called  La  ir  urieuse,  was  a  frigate  of  the 
largest  class,  pierced  for  forty-eight  guns,  and  one 
of  those  which  had  escaped  from  the  Saintes,  when 
Captain  Fahie  chased,  and  captured  the  D'Haut- 
poule,  as  will  be  hereafter  related :  she  was  loaded 
with  sugar  and  coffee.  The  battle  was  one  of 
peculiar  obstinacy ;  it  lasted  six  hours  and  fifty 
minutes.  The  enemy  fired  seventy  broadsides; 
and  the  British  sloop  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  alternately  from  her  starboard  and  lar- 
board guns.  This  was  a  very  able  and  judicious 
mancBuvre  of  Captain  Moansey,  relieving  his 
guns  from  over  heat,  and  a\  ailing  himself  of  the 
superior  skill  of  his  men,  and  the  feist  sailing  of 
his  ship,  to  distract  and  annoy  his  enemy;  nor  is 
it  possible  to  conceive  how  much  this  small  vessel 
had  damaged  a  ship  nearly  three  times  her  size : 
she  had  fourteen  shot-holes  between  wind  and 
water,  and  five  feet  water  in  her  hold,  when  taken 
possession  of;  her  topmasts^  and  all  her  topsail- 
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yards  skot  away;  her  lower  masts  so  badly 

wounded  as  to  reader  their  falling  inevitable,  and 
indeed  they  did  fail  the  next  day.  She  had  thirty* 
five  men  killed,  and  thirty-six  wounded,  among 
whom  were  her  captain  and  two  lieutenants.  Nor 
was  the  Bonne  Citoyenne  in  a  much  better  con- 
dition: she  was  literally  cut  to  pieces,  in  hull, 
masts,  and  rigging;  but  she  had  only  one  man 
killed,  and  five  woiinded.  The  prize  arrived  at 
Halifax.  Lieutenants  Symes  and  Sanders  were 
highly  spoken  of  by  their  gallant  Captain,  who 
was  posted  by  Lord  Mnlgrave^  and  his  commission 

dated  the  day  of  his  action. 

'  In  September,  the  Africaine,  of  thirty-eight  gansy 
having  been  in  one  of  the  ports  of  North  America^ 
thirteen  of  her  men  deserted,  and,  going  to  Balti- 
morCy  were  claimed  bv  .Mr.  Wood,  the  British 
consul.  Mr.  Hunter,  the  mayor  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
application  of  Mr.  Wood,  caused  seven  oi  them  to 
be  arrested ;  but  on  the  consul  appearing  in  court  to 
claim  them  as  British  subjects,  it  was  decided  that 
no  cause  was  assigned  for  their  detention,  and  they 
were  released.  The  decision  was  received  with 

three  loud  cheers,  and  the  men  borne  away  in 
triumph  by  the  lawless  mob  of  the  most  lawless 
city  of  the  Union.  We  care  very  little  about  British 
seamen  who  desert  their  colours  :  we  have  known 
many  instances  of  their  deep  repentance,  parti* 
colarly  under  American  discipline,  when  they- have 
vainly  miplored  to  be  received  back  again ;  but 
we  doubt  the  expediency  as  well  as  the  legality 
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of  Mr.  Wood's  demand.  Let  us  suppose  a  parallel 
case.  England  and  France  are  at  peace;  but 
France  and  America  are  at  war.  An  American  ship 
puts  into  Portsmouth;  her  men  desert.  The  cap- 
tain, or  in  his  name  the  American  minister,  de* 
mauds  them  to  be  given  up.  Should  we  restore 
them  ?  or  should  we  not  exclaim,  "  The  demand  is 
a  violation  of  our  rigbts !"  We  cannot  compel  any 

foreigner  to  return  to  his  colours,  as  long  as  he 
conlbrms  to  our  laws.  The  day  may  not  be  dis- 
taut,  when  America  may  practkaUy  experience 
the  truth  of  this  proposition.  The  question  assumes 
a  very  different  shape,  when  our  men  are  discovered 
on  board  a  ship  of  war,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Che- 
sapeake. We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
we  should  most  certainly  take  a  deserter,  knowing 
him  to  be  one,  whenever  we  iiad  the  power,  with- 
out violation  of  territory ;  but  we  apprehend  that 
neither  the  law  of  England  or  America  could  have 
compelled  men  to  re-embark,  under  the  circum- 
stances here  described.  The  fact  is  mentioned  to 
shew  the  spirit  of  America  towards  Great  Britain 
in  1809. 

In  the  month  of  January,  the  British  land  and 

sea  forces  began  to  assemble  at  Barbadoes,  and 
soon  after  took  their  positions  round  the  island 

of  Martinique;  the  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Bear-admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  A«  Cochrane^ 
the  army  under  Lieutenant-general  Beekw#|tli. 
The  debarkation  of  the  troops  to  windward  was 
intrusted  to  Captain  Philip  Beaver,  of  the  Acasta; 
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and  the  transports,  having  the  principal  part  of 
Aem  on  boards  anchored  in  Bay  Robert,  on  the 
windward  tdde  of  the  iriand.  Major-general  Sir 
George  Prevost,  who  commanded  that  division, 
traa  on  board  the  Penelope,  of  thirty-six  gnns, 
and  the  laadmg  was  effected  on  the  30th  and  31st 
of  January,  with  very  little  opposition.  The 
second  division,  under  Major-general  Maifland, 
landed  at  Saint. Luce,  under  the  superin tendance 
of  Captain  Fahie,  of  the  Belleisle.  Major  Hen- 
derson, of  the  Royal  York  Rangers,  was  detached 
in  the  York,  of  seventy-four  guns,  to  take  posses- 
lion  of  the  battery  of  Point  Solomon,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal.  This  being  done,  • 
a  safe  l^hchorage  was  secured  for  the  fleet,  and  the 
tame  officer  pushed  on  with  his  men,  and  invested 
the  fort  of  Pigeon  Island  (Isle  aux  Ramiers).  A 
fourth  division  landed  at  Trinity  Bay ;  and  very 
active  operations  immediately  commenced. 

The  reduction  of  Pigeon  Island  has  always  been 
a  prelude  to  any  attempt  against  the  town  of  Fort 
Royal,  and  the  once  tremendous  fortresses  of  ^ 
Bourbon  and  Fort  Bepublique.  This  island  com- 
mands the  anchorage  m  the  upper  part  of  the 
bay.  Captain  Cockbum  and  Bhgadier-general  8ir 
Charles  Shipley  reconnoitred  the  ground,  and  fixed 
on  Mome  Vanier  as  the  most  proper  situation  to 
erect  their  batteries.  On  the  night  of  the  dlst  of 
Jaifuary,  a  thirteen-inch  mortar  was  landed  and 
mounted  by  Lieutenant  .Burton,  of  the  Neptune; 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  February,  opened 
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its  fire  on  the  astonished  garrison  of  Pigeon  Island, 

which,  however,  returned  the  fire  with  much 
spirit,  but  did  us  no  injury.  On  the  same  day, 
the  Neptune,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  bearing  the 
Admiral  s  flag,  anchored  with  the  squadron  and 
transports  within  half  a  mile  of  Point  Solomon,  in 
seventeen  fothoms  water.  A  ship  ot  the  line  and  a 
frigate  cnsised  across  the  bay;  and  the  Intrepid,  of 
sixty-four  guns,  Captain  C.  W.  Neffsham,  watched 
St.  Pierre,. and  took  possession  of  Ance  du  Serron. 
The  artillery  was  landed  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  Cockbum,  who  was  directed  by  the  Rear- 
admiral  to  hoist  a  broad  pendant  on  board  the- 
Pompte,  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  to  take  the 
rank  of  a  Brigadier-general.  The  obstructions  to 
onr  landing  were  numerous:  the  ruggedness  of  the 

rocks,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery  of  Pigeon 
Island  on  our  boats,  as  they  opened  the  point  of 
land  between  the  fleet  and  that  fort,  gave  us  con- 
siderable annoyance.  Two  of  the  Pomp^e*s  men 
were  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell.  A  road 
was  cut  through  a  very  thick  wood  to  the  top  of  a 
steep  hill  catted  Morne  Vanier,  which  overhung 
Pigeon  Island:  a  nine-inch  halser  was  next  carried 
up  and  secured  to  the  stumps  of  the  trees,  and 
from  this  halser,  tackles  were  attached  to  the  guns* 
The  sailors,  delighting  in  such  works,  ran  down  the 
hiU  with  the  tackle  falls  (or  ropes)  as  the  guns  Hew 
tip  with  incredible  velocity,  notwithstanding,  the 
depth  of  the  mud,  the  incessant  rain,  and  the  steep 
acclivity  of  a  newly  cut  road. 
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There  is  something  indescribably  animating  to 

the  mind  of  British  seamen,  whenever  they  are 
ordered  to  land  with  a  great  gun.  The  novelty  ol  * 
'getting  on  shore*  and  the  hopes  of  eommg  into 
action,  give  a  degrree  of  buoyancy  to  their  spirits, 
which  carries  them  to  the  highest  pitch  of  enthu- 
siasm. A  hundred  sailors,  attached  by  their  canvas 
belts  to  a  devil  cart,  with  a  long  twenty-four 
pounder  slung  to  its  axle-tree,  make  one  of  the 
most  amusing  and  delightful  recollections  of  former 
days.  On  this  occasion,  when  the  Governor,  the 
worthy  and  gallant  Yiilaret,  was  told  how  they 
•were  dragging  the  cannon  along,  he  replied,  C*en 
est  fait  de  nous  ' — it  is  all  over  with  us. 
Woifcs  were  in  the  mean  time  thrown  up  behind 

some  brushwood  on  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  3d,  a  battery  of  one  thirteen-inch 
mortar,  and  three  eight-inch  howitzers^  was  ready 
to  open  from  Morne  Vanier  against  Pigeon  Island. 
It  began  at  six  o'clock  the  same  evening,  and  con- 
tinued with  very  little  intermission  till  daylight  the 
next  morning,  when  the  fort  hung  out  a  flag  of 
truce  and  surrendered.  This  was  no  sooner  per- 
ceived at  Fort  Royal,  than  the  Amphitrite,  a 
beautiful  frigate  of  forty-four  guns,  lying  in  the 
csfenage,  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed. 

Having  reduced  Pigeon  Island,  Commodore 
Cockbum  was  directed  to  cross  the  bay,  and  take 
possession  of  the  anchorage  at  Negro  point.  This 
was  immediately  effected,  in  a  small  but  beautiful 
sandy  cove.   All  the  guns  and  mortars  intended 
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for  the  inveatment  of  the  iort  of  Bourbon,  on  the 
side  of  TartansoDy  were  landed.  In  the  mean 
time  Major-geiicral  Sir  George  Prevost  defeated 
the  enemy  on  Morne  Bruno,  after  an  action 
which  lasted  the  whole  day ;  and  on  the  following 
day  Sir  George  attacked  the  works  in  front  of 
Bourbon.  Our  troops  advanced  to  the  muzzles  of 
the  enemy  s  guns,  but  the  fire  of  their  artillery  was 
too  heairy  for  them,  and  they  fell  back  in  good 
order.  In  these  two  actions  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
was  computed  at  seven  hundred  men,  and  ours  at 
three  hundred  and  thirty.  Captain  Taylor,  of  the 
royal  fuzileers,  and  Captain  Sinclair,  of  the  25tb, 
were  killed;  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-colonel 
Pakenham,  of  the  7th,  and  Major  Campbell,  of  the 
rifle  corps,  were  wounded. 

Admiral  Villaret,  the  captain-general,  and  go- 
Temor  of  the  island,  perceiying  that  he  was  over- 
powered, shut  himself  up  m  his  forts,  having  about 
three  thousand  men,  with  an  abundant  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  waited  the  destruction  of  our 
forces  by  the  operation  of  the  cUmate,  and  the 
heavy  rains  which  fell  incessantly.  Supposing  (as 
he  afterwards  declared)  that  Fort  Bourbon  was 
impregnable,  he  abandoned  Fort  Republique,  or 
Fort  Edward,  leaving  in  it  four  thirteen-inch  mor- 
tars, and  thirty-eightheavy  guns,  with  a  quantity  of 
shot  and  shells.  From  this  fort,  being  commanded 
by  Bourbon,  he  had  no  doubt  he  could  expel  us  at 
any  time;  but  he  was  deceived.  On  the  7th,  at 
night,  Major  Henderson,  of  the  Royal  York 
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Ra&gera,  and  Captain  Dilkea,  of  the  NeptuDe,  with 

a  strong  party,  entered  and  took  possession  of  the 
fort ;  aod  at  daylight  the  British  flag  was  displayed 
on  its  walls.  This  drew  on  it  a  fiirious  though 
unheeded  bombardment  from  Bourbon,  which  de- 
molished the  houses  and  barracks,  but  hurt  no  one; 

and  in  the  course  of  two  days  the  mortars  were 
unspiked,  and  returned  the  hre,  while  Commodore 
Cockbum,Vho  had  crossed  the  bay  and  landed  at 
Negro  pointy  with  a  brigade  of  six  hundred  seamen, 
formed  a  strong  battery  within  one  thousand  two 
hundred  yards  of  Bourbon,  on  the  side  of  the  river 
Monsieur.  The  lower-deck  guns  of  the  Intrepid 
(thirteen  twenty-four  pounders)  were  landed  at 
Paradise  Bay,  where  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
two  strong  forts.  The  navyi  without  any  inter* 
ruption  to  their  labours,  advanced  with  their  guns 
to  a  hill  called  Tartanson,  where  ''the  sailors  bat* 
tery''  wasconstmcted;  and  on  the  19th  of  February 
we  had  completely  invested  the  fort  with  the 
following  works : 

,    .X   rr   *  C  4  13-incli  mortars 

1.  On  Tartanson   s-inch  howitzer* 

4        VaIMIU    f  4  10-inch  mortars 

«.  —  FollefiDe   8-inch  howitzers 

8.  —  Sailor's  battery  •  f     7  long  24  pounders 
4.  —  L'Archer,    or   the  C  1  13  *mch  mortar 
Winduiili  1  8Hnch  bewilder 

?1  10  inch  mortar 
5k  —  Colvilies  <  1   8*iQch  howitier 

(^4  24  pounders 

A        1?^  VA^^  S     l^'och  mortars 

6.  —  Fort  Edwifd  ^  pounders. 
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Besides  these,  other  batteries  were  preparing. 
Fort  Dessaix,  or  Bourbon,  was  now  summoned  to 

surrender,  but  refused.  Admiral  Villaret  declaring 
that  himsdf  and  his  staff  had  sworn  to  bury  them- 
selves under  its  ruins.  Sunday  the  19th»  at  half- 
past  three  p.  m.  was  the  time  agreed  on  for  com- 
mencing the  attack :  at  the.  same  minute  the  fire 
from  aU  our  batteries  opened.  The  scene  was 
awfully  grand ;  and  as  the  evening  advanced,  was 
magnificent  beyond  all  descriptions  The  whole 
hemisphere  was  illuminated  with  continued  streams 
of  fire,  with  the  flashes  of  guns,  and  the  bursting 
of  shells.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  equally  seTere. 
The  trees  which  had  hitherto  concealed  our  works 
were  cut  down  at  every  shot  either,  by  the  French 
or  English :  the  brushwood  in  fiont  of  our  guns 

caught  into  a  flame,  but  was  soon  extinguished. 
On.  our  side  we  had  a  great  advantage,  the  ground 
having  been  rendered  soft  by  the  raki»  the  shells 
buried  themselves  where  they  fell,  and  did  little 
or  no  execution^  one  artillery-man  was  killed  at 
our  batteries.  On  Monday  the  enemy  ceased 
firing  during  the  whole  day,  but  recommenced  on 
Tuesday  the  21sty  when  it  was  fiauntly  kept  up, 
and  in  ihe  evening  was  again  silent.  On  Wednes- 
day the  22d,  a  great  explosion  was  observed  m  the 
fort,  which  we  afterwards  learned  was  occasioned 
by  their  small  magazine  having  been  blown  up  by 
one  of  our  shells.  On  the  same  night  the  laboratory 
tent,  in  the  rear  of  oui?  great  mortar  battery,  ex- 
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ploded,  killing  and  wounding  nine  men  belonging 
to  the  Amaranthe.  This  accident  was  caused  hj 
the  tent  having  been  incautiously  placed  directly 
to  leeward,  and  withm  a  few  yards  of  the  mortars, 
the  sparks  from  which  ignited  the  powder 

On  the  23d,  the  enemy  sent  out  proposals  to 
capitulate,  but  the  terms  being  simiiai*  to  those  of 
Cintra^  were  rejected.  The  fire  of  the  fort  for  the 
last  two  days,  had  gradually  diminished ;  and  on 
the  24th,  after  an  almost  incessant  bombardment 
of  five  days,  Villaret  capitulated. 

Thus  fell  the  island  of  Martimque  a  third  time 
under  the  British  flag.  The  terms  were  nearly 
similar  to  those  of  other  colonies,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  entire  demolition  of  Fort  Dessaix,  and 
that  the  garrison  should  be  taken  to  France  in 
British  ships,  and  there  exchanged  for  British 
subjects. 

The  capture  of  this  island  was,  as  it  has  ever 
been,  a  serious  blow  to  the  commerce  of  France. 
The  ships  of  war  employed  on  the  service  were 

as  ioUows : 


-a    ^  t  FIm — Rear-admiral  Hon.  Sir  A.  Cochraue 

Neptiue  ....  98 1  ^^^^^-^^  Cliarle.  Dilkes 

!»'  on  i  Commodore  Cock  burn 

 I  Captain  (pro  tern.)  E.  P.  Bieuluu 

Beileisle  •  •  •  •  74    Charles  Fahie 

York   74    Robert  Barton 

Captain  74    Sir  James  Athol  Wood 

Intrepid  ••••04    C.  J.  W.  Ncfsbam 

VOL.  IV.  2  B 
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Acuta******  38  P.  Betvcf 

Peoelope  •  •  •  •  36  J.  Dick 

Etbafion  •  •  •  •  38  T.  CocfaiBse 

iEolttf  8ft  Loid  WilliMD  Filtiroy 

Ciree  32  HughPieott 

UiyHes  *  •  •  •  *  44  Hoooumble  Warwick  Lake 

Eoiydice  •  •  •  •  84  T.  Bradshaw 

Sloopii  of  li  ar, 

Goree  IB  Joseph  Spiccr 

Woolverine  •  •  18  John  Simpson 

Cherub  .....  18  T.  T.  Tucker 

Stork   18  George  Le  Geyt 

Amaranthe       18  Jame^  Hay  (acting) 

Forrester  •  •  •  •  IB   Richards 

Recruit  • . .  -  •  18  C.  Napier 

Star   18  f.  A.  CoUier,  from  the  Circe 

Frolic   18  Whinyates 


The  Swioger  and  Haughty,  gun-brigs. 
£spresB  14  brig  of  war. 

The  loss  of  killed  aad  wounded  among  the  sea- 
men was  very  small,  and  these  all  or  chiefly  at 
the  batteries  on  shore. 

KilUd,    Wonndtd,  . 

Neptune ••*•••*  0  -  8 

Pomp4e   8  6 

Belleisle   0  4 

Amaranthe   8  6 

Total   0  19 

The  loss  of  the  army  was  much  more  consi* 
derable!  that  of  the  enemy  never  certainly  known. 

The  prisoners^  including  general  officers  and  all 
others,  amounted  to  about  two  thousand  four 

hundred  men ;  with  a  very  large  supply  of  artil- 
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lery  and  ammunitioQ.  The  garrison  marched  out 
with  the  honours  of  war.  Six  pieces  of  artillery' 
preceded  the  troops  of  the  line,  matches  lighted, 
drums  beating ;  the  British  troops  in  two  lines  on 
ecbch  side  the  road  presented  arms  as  they  passed, 
the  band  playing  '  God  save  the  King,'  and  *  Rule 
Britannia/  The  troops  marched  into  the  town  of 

Fort  Royal  in  the  most  perfect  order.  The  i'rench, 
we  must  admit,  possess  the  'art  militaire'  in  a  very 
superior  degpree.  There  was  not  in  the  whole 
course  of  this  affecting  scene  one  instance  of  mis- 
conduct :  the  men  mostly  shed  tears  as  they  laid 
down  dieir  arms,  and  their  officers  bore  testimony 
their  well-tried  valour.  The  windows  of  the 
tavm  of  Fort  Royal  were  erewded  with  females, 
but  all  absorbed  in  grief,  as  their  galhuit  country- 
men marched  down  to  the  quay  and  silently 
embafked  in  the  boats  prepared  for  them.  By 
these  they  were  m  a  few  minutes  conveyed  over 
die  calm  surflu^  of  the  beautiful  bay,  and  safely 

deposited  on  board  tlie  ships  of  war  and  the  trans- 
ports provided  for  their  accommodation.  It  was 
declared,  on  a  narrow  inspection  of  the  interior  of 
the  fort,  that  no  place  had  ever  undergone  so  severe 
a  bombardment. 

The  Fort  Dessaix,  or  Bourbon,  no  longer  exists: 
it  was  by  this  capitulation  doomed  to  utter  de- 
struction ;  and,  by  treaty,  the  French  are  bound 
not  to  erect  another  on  its  site.  Its  ruins  now  lie  in 
huge  masses  on  the  surface  of  the  hill,  at  the  foot 
of  which  is  situated  the  town  of  Fort  Royal,  and 
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the  once  noble  castle  called  Fart  Edward.  The 
bay  of  Fort  Royal  is,  with  the  careoage;  the  most 
perfect  anchorage  in  the  Caribbee  islands;  but  not 
secure  in  the  hurricane  months'.  The  English  har- 
bour at  Antigua  is  safer  from  storms,  but  more 
liable  to  sickness. 

During  the  operatiomi  of  this  short  campaign,  a 
circumstance  occurred,  which  we  deem  it  our 
duty  to  hold  up  to  the  horror  and  execration  of 
posterity ;  the  fact  is  undenied,  erea  by  the  French, 
and ,  proved  by  the  most  credible  witnesses  now 
living. 

When  the  gallant  and  much-lamented  Colonel 

Pakeiiham  mad§  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  post  at 
the  Windmill,  he  was  met  by  the  French  with  such 
superior  numbers,  that  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
treat, leaving  some  wounded  men  in  their  posses- 
sion.  The  French,  knowing  that  the  post  would 
be  again  assaulted,  which  it  was  on  the  following 
morning,  had  left  it  during  the  night,  setting  fire 
to  the  houses  and  sheds.'  Our  detachment  entered, 
and  found  the  bodies  of  their  gallant  wounded 
countrymen  half-burned;  seven  British  soldiers  in 
their  regimentals,  taken  prisoners,  burnt  to  death 
by  these  worse  than  cannibals !  Captain  Goldrisk, 
of  the  light  dragoons,  was  present,  and  bears  wit^ 
ness  to  the  horrible  fact  "  The  victims  lay,"  he 
says,  when  found,  some  with  their  heads,  some 
with  their  arms  burnt  off;  nor  was  it  likely  that 
they  were  dead  when  brought  in,  or  that  they  had 
all  died  of  their  wounds  in  the  course  of  a  few 
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hours."  Captain  Goldrisk  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance to  a  French  officer,  the  next  day,  who 
peevishly  replied,  "  Blamez  celiii  qui  a  tort."  We 
have  recorded  this  transaction  more  "  in  sorrow 
than  in  anger."  Every  Frenchman  of  the  present 
day,  we  are  sure,  will  be  ashamed  of  it :  nune  hi 
future  will  ever  imitate  it.  The  thanks  of  both 
houses  of  parliament  were  voted  to  the  admiral, 
captains,  officers,  seamen,  and  marmes,  employed 
on  the  expedition. 

On  thu  *J3d  of  January,  while  tlie  Jason  and 
Cleopatra,  frigates  of  thirty-two  guns^  and  Ha2;ard, 
sloop  of  war,  commanded  by  the  Captains  William 
Maude,  S.  1.  Pechell,  and  William  Cameron,  were 
cruising  off  Guadaloupe,  they  fell  in  with  another 
of  the  enemy's  frigates  bound  for  the  relief  of  these 
islands  with  troops  and  provisions.  The  Cleopatra, 
being  the  nearest  ship,  was  the  first  in  action. 
The  enemy  ran  under  a  small  battery  near  Cabs 
Terre,  and  came  to  an  anchor  close  to  the  shore. 
Captain  Pechell  followed,  and  anchored  alongside 
of  him,  and  shot  away  his  spring,  when  the  French- 
man swung  round  and  exposed  himself  to  the 
raking  fire  of  the  Cleopatra.  Having  engaged  him 
in  this  manner  ior  forty  mmutes,  the  Jason  and 
Hazard  came  up  and  joined  in  the  fight,  when  the 
frigate  surrendered  to  superior  numbers.  She 
proved  to  be  LaTopaze,of  forty-four  guns,  eighteein 
pounders,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  men ;  one 
hundred  troops;  and  one  thousand  one  hundred 
bands  of  flour.  Such  was  the  success  and  activity 
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of  our  craisersy  that  idaiost  every  Teasel  vbicii 

sailed  from  France  for  the  relief  of  the  islands, 
feii  into  our  hands. 

la  the  OQOiUli  of  February,  Captain  Hugh  Pigott, 
in  the  Latona,  was  watching  a  rrench  frigate  lying 
in  the  Saintes,  into  which  she  tiad  escaped  from 
(Suadaloupe,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  loaded  with 
colonial  pvoduce,  and  bound  to  France.  Finding 
in  the  morning  that  she  had  sailed»  Captain  Pigott 

proceeded  to  the  Mona  Passage;  and  falling  in 
with  the  Superieure  and  A$p,  British  sloops  of 
war,  he  learned  that  the  termer  had  engaged  a 
French  frigate  the  night  before,  without  being 
able  to  arrest  her  flight.  Captain  Pigott  coyali- 
nued  his  pursuit,  and  the  next  day  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  gallant  Captain  Ferri(^ 
in  the  Superieure^  again  alongside  of  the  same 
frigate,  iu  close  action ;  the  Latona,  from  bad  sail- 
ingy  was  considerably  to  leeward.  Sooi^  after,  two 
square-rigged  ships  hove  in  sight  on  the  weather 
bow  of  the  enenty,  one  of  them  kept  the  private 
signal  flying  a  consideiable  time,  w^oh  was  an* 

swered  by  the  Superieure:  these  proved  to  be  the 
Horatio  and  Driver.  About  one  p.m.  the  Horatio 
brought  the  enemy  to  aotion^  which  Captain  Pigolt 
saw  from  the  maintop  of  the  Latona,  whence  he  had 
a  distinct  viewi  the  upper  part  of  their  hulls  being 
visible  from  his  deck.  The  Horatio  was  throwing 
in  stays  under  the  stern  of  the  Frenchman,  raking 
him  with  very  great  effect;  but  was  unfortunately, 
by  a  flow  of  wind,  prevented  coming  round  and 
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remained  some  time  exposed  to  the  ftre  of  the 

French  frigate,  which,  in  her  turn,  raked  her  op- 
ponent, cleared  her  quarter-deck,  and  shot  away 
her  three  topmasts,  aft^  which  both  ships  engaged 
broadside  to  broadside  on  the  same  tack.  At  this 
time  the  Latona  was  about  five  or  six  miles  to  lee* 

ward,  and  the  Horatio  completely  disabled,  having 
no  sail  which  she  could  set,  her  mainyard  shot 
away  in  the  slings,  her  foresail  in  tatters,  and  her 
topmasts  hanging  over  the  side. 

The  Superieure,  in  the  mean  time,  was  galfamtly 
engaging  the  enemy,  raking  him  with  repeated 
broadsjides,  and  running  away  to  re-load  his 
guns;  nothing  could  be  finer  than  the  conduct  of 
Captam  Ferrie,  in  this  little  vessel.  The  Driver, 
sloop  of  war,  was  also  in  company,  but  in  &ct 
(rf  no  use.  This  ycsssel  had  been  repeatedly  and 
in  vain  called  into  action  by  the  Uoratio  and  Su« 
perieure;  signals  and  yerbal  orders  were  alike  dis* 

regarded. 

The  enemy,  perceiving  that  his  capture  was  in« 
evitable,  unless  he  could  escape  before  the  Latona 
came  up,  and  at  the  same  time  being  too  much 
disabled  to  come  to  the  wind,  attempted  to  cross 

her  bow,  by  running  away  large,  with  topmast  and 
top-gallantrstuddingsails  and  royals  set,  leaving 
the  Horatio  a  perfect  wreck  to  windward.  He 
yery  gallantly  opened  his  fire  on  the  Latona, 
and  Captain  Pigott  reoeiyed  two  irregnlar  broad^ 
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aides  before  he  leinmd  a  akot,  when  beiog 

at  last  within  such  a  distance  as  to  ensure  the 
eiicacy  oi  his  own  £re,  he  gave  him  into  his  lar- 
boaid  -bow  two  broaibides,  •dottfale^flbatted ;  by 
whichh  time  he.  had  got  so  far  a-head  of  the  enemy 
a«  to  be  Ibffced  to  wear,  aad  tenew  the  aetkm  m 
the  larboard  tack.  Passing  again  under  her  lee,  he 
ga?e  her  one  more  broadside^  wbich  brought  the 
Ftencfa  frigate^  inasts  over  the  aide.  Captaia 
Clarridge,  in  the  Driver,  nuw  ventured  up,  and 
while  the  Latona  (whose  boats -faad  b^en  slove) 
was  preparing  to  boardihe  priaee,  be  seat  and  took 
out  the  French  first  lieut^iant,  whom  he  conveyed 
on -board  the  Honfao.  On  jolDing  company.  Cap- 
tain Pigott  went  on  board,  and  foutKl  Captain 
Scott  severely  wounded,  and  the  ship  in  so  disabled 
a  atate  as  to  be  perfectly  ansnnageaUe.  HeraMun- 
mast  fell  shortly  after. 

Captain  Scott  gave  Captain.  Pigott  ofievs  H 

keep  company  with  him,  to  take  chartre  of  the 
prise,  andxigher  jury  masts;  aad.the  lluree' ships 
kftving  4Dieeii  temporarily  refitted,  pvoceeded-te 
iiaiilax.  This  we  believe  to  be  as  accurate  and 
u^partaaLan  accoantof  that  action  as  can  be^banl 
It  differs  a  little  from  others,  but  we  have  merely 
fdaced  Captain  Pigott  in  his  proper  position, 
withoat  taiciiig  away-  fte^  Ite  lai^Iits  bf  Captaia 
Scotl  and  the  Horatio. 
iXbe  Ima  m  baud  the  Joon^waa vefygasat,  me 
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hundred  and  thirty  men  wm  killed  onminded; 
the  gallant  captain,  Augustin  liousseau,  expired 
•oon  after  the  aetioD  fnm  the  wcnda  he  hadve- 
oeived.  The  loss  oa  board  the  Horatio  was  seven 
kilied;  the  captaiOi  first  UeotaHdikt^braltwainyaad 
fourteen  men  hedly  wounded,  and  nine  sUg^i^ 
wounded:  the  Latona  had  also  six  men  slightly 
wounded:  a  j^voof  that  the  ettemy  did  not  Mnrea* 
der  without  an  honourable  resistance. 

Captain  Seeitt  is  now  Me  of  the  colonels -of  the 
pojwl  marinea,  but  fata  never  recovered  Ae  enitire 
use  of  liis  arm. 

When  the  Britkh  ;|roops  had  been  put  in  poa* 

session  of  Martinique,  the  French  garrison  was 
embarked  on  board  the  SelleiBley  of  sevmty-four 
gruns,  aiBd  the  UIj^mos,  forty-^our*  with  mven  mSL 
oi  transports.  Commodore  Cockburn,  having  the 
Qaptain-^general  aad  all  hisataff embarked  on  board 

the  Belleisle,  proceeded  to  Euroj^e,  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  capitulaUon,  to  land  the  prisoners 
hi  Franoe,  and  to  nscerre  ea  anmy  Britiah  prisoners 
in  return,  rank  for  rank. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  Commodoie  anchored 
ht  Quiberon  Bay,  with  the  Ulysses,  and  convoy. 
Colonel  Boyer,  chief  of  the  staff  taken  on  the 
island,  was  unatdkrtely  4ienit  with  a  letter  itom 
the  Captaiu*general  to  the  Minister  of  the  marine, 
and  anether  iMn  Commodore  Codcbnm  to  the 
eime  persoimgey  stating  the  eif  cumstances  imder 
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which  they  had  arrived.  The  boat  which  landed 
Colonel  Beyer,  in  the  Morbihan,  brought  a  note 
from  him,  stating  that  an  officer  was  waiting  there 
for  the  arrival  of  the  priaoners,  with  fiiU  powers  to 
treat  for  their  exchange.  The  word  "  treat"  was 
understood  to  conceal  some  chicanery,  by  which 
the  enemy  were  to  gain  possession.of  their  men, 
without  returumg  ours.  The  capitulation  of  Mar- 
tinique had  been  received  in  France  previously  to 
our  arrival,  or  how  should  an  officer  have  been 
^^waiting  for  us  with  full  powersT'  and  had  there 
been  any  honourable  intention  of  fulfilling  the 
treaty,  an  equal  number  of  British  prisoners  would 
have  been  prepared  to  embark.  "Treating''  had 
endied  at  Martinique  before  the  men  had  laid  down 
their  arms.  We  must  therefore  relate  one  more 
instance  of  the  falsehood  of  Napoleon. 

Munsieur  lledan,  the  commissioner,  soon  ap- 
peared,  covered  with  silver  lace  and  smiles;  he 
approached  and  saluted  the  Commodore,  after 
which  he  pronounced  some  flattering  eulogiums 
on  the  valour  and  generosity  of  £ngland»  particn* 

larly  of  her  navy;  and  did  not  fail  to  claim  a  Uirge 
share  of  those  qualities  for  the  great  jyapoleon,  and 
the  French  nation.  So  earnest  was  Monsieur 
Redan  to  begin  the  work  of  exchange,  that  he  pro- 
posed immediately  disembarldng  the  prisoners; 
but  the  Commodore  was  in  no  such  hurry.  He 
pb^erved  to  Mojisieur  Redan^  that  he  (the  Conif 
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modoie)  would  piooe^d  up  tha  bay^  naarev  lo  ike^ 

town,  for  the  purpose  of'  more  ready  coramunica- 
tioo;  and  in  the  lAeaii  time  the  Ulysses,  com* 
nwded  by  tbe  HououfaUe  Warwick  JUk^  ao4 

Cossack,  Captain  G.  Bigby,  should  remain  off 
HediCi  wiik  tbe  trawpof ts.  Tbis  .wa«  of  course 
agreed  to,  under  tbe  slipulatioB  also  provided  by 
the  Commodore,  that  during  any  delay  of  oego* 
tiatiouy  tbe  BritUb  equadroo  and  tha  prisooeri 
idiould  be  supplied  with  suqb  refreslmeats  as  they 
migbt  require  after  tbeir  Ipf^  voyage  and  ar4uo4^ 
fbarvices. 

On  the  foUowiog  day,  the  Commissioner  again 
appeared,  with  a  joyful  countenance ;  Allous, 
Monsieur  }e  Com^nodore,  toute  e^t  arrangte*'- 

I  am  glad  to '  hear  it,*'  said  the  Commodore, 
"  but  where  are  Ijbe  two  thousand  four  hundrQ^ 
Englisbmw  in  exdiange  for  as  many  Frenqbr 
men."  *'  Je  les  ai  dans  ma  poche,"  replied  the 
flippant  Commissary.  The  Commodore  looked 
very  grave»  and  returned  no  answer  to  this  imper* 

tinent  familiarity;  while  Monsieur  Redan  handed 
from  his  pocket  a  list  of  three  thousand  seve^ 
hundred  £ngiishneQ»  whom  he  pretended  had 
been  liberated  by  French  cruisers,  observing  that 
the  Commodore  would  no  doubt  redeem  the  ho* 
nour  of  his  country  by  taking  up  these  receiikt9; 
and  then  with  tbe  most  unparalleled  effrontery  he 
added^  <«  When  Monsieur  Le  Commodore  has  pot  * 
on  sbose  tbe  whole  ganovHin  of  Martiuique,.  he  wiH 
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atiU  be  indebted  to  the  French  government  one 

thousand  three  hundred  men ! "  It  is  very  easy  to 
suppose  the  kind  of  answer  given  to  this  insolent 
Frenchman,  who  affected  or  perhaps  really  felt 
some  surprise  that  his  proposals  were  rejected 
with  contempt   He^  entreated,  howeven  that  the 

Commodore  would  wait  the  return  of  a  courier 
from  Paris;  this  was  granted;  and  in  the  mean 
time  a  constant  and  vigilant  guard  was  kept  on  the 
motions  of  the  prisoners.  At  the  end  of  four  days» 
an  answer  arrived  firam  tfie  Minister  of  the  marine 
repeating  the  former  rejected  proposals,  as  a  sine 
qua  non;  and  Monsieur  Redan  intimated,  that  un- 
less these  terms  were  acceded  to,  all  feurther  com* 
munication  with  the  shore  was  to  be  interdicted. 
Turning  with  indignation  from  the  agent  of  a  go- 
vernment so  faithless,  and  which  could  thus  cruelly 
forsake  its  servants  in  the  hour  of  extreme  distress, 
the  Commodore  ordered  the  signal  to  be  made  to 

weigh:  it  was  instantly  complied  with;  and  as  the 
squadron  moved  out  of  the  bay,  it  was  followed  by 
numerous  boats,  in  which  were  the  wives,  the  pa- 
rents, the  children,  of  many  of  the  unhappy  pri- 
soners, in  a  state  of  grief  which  it  would  be  vain 
to  attempt  to  describe.  The  poor  men,  afraid  to 
trust  each  other,  shouted,  with  ill  dissembled  joy, 

Vive  Napoleon  1"  This  was  the  magnanimous 
and  humane  Kmperor,  who  consigned  his  soldiers 

to  the  confinement  of  hideous  pontons;"  and  se- 
parated them,  at  least  in  this  world,  from  all  that 
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renders  life  worth  retaimDg.  Look,  after  this,  at 
the  termination  of  his  captivity,  and  8ay»  whether 
the  decree  of  Providence  was  not  founded  injustice. 

These  bra?e  fellows  were  the  sad  remains  of 
eight  thousand  soldiers  and  sailors,  who,  within 
the  six  years  then  expired,  had  fought,  and  bled, 
and  died,  in  the  pestilential  climate  of  the  .West 
Indies,  for  the  honour  of  the  despot,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  country. 

The  Bdleisle  and  her  convoy  reached  Spithead 
early  in  May.  The  prisoners  on  board  the  trans- 
ports made  no  effort  to  rise  and  take  the  ships, 
tliough  in  numbers  three  hundred  to  fourteeu 
Englishmen. 

This  little  narrative  is  recommended  to  the 
serious  perusal  of  those  who  may  have  read  the 
aspersions  of  Monsieur  Dapin.  That  able  writer 
has  accused  us  of  treating  our  prisoners  with 
cruelty.  The  Author  was  himself  an  eye-witness 
to  the  whole  transaction^  ftom  the  first  shot  being 
fired  against  the  island  of  Martinique,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  Belleisle  at  Spithead.  If  there  was 
rigour  in  our  mode  of  treatment,  if  the  French  had 
cause  to  complain  of  a  long  captivity,  whom  had 
they  to  blame  but  their  own  Bsal,  the  god  of  their 
idolatry  ?  The  garrison  of  Martinique  was  con- 
denmed  by  Napoleon  to  five  years' confinement  in 
our  pontons  or  receptacles  for  prisoners. 

At  the  same  time  that  our  land  and  sea  forces 
were  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Martinique, 
and  the  other  islands  of  the  enemy  in  the  Caribbean 
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Mi,  Oaptmi  Jtmek  Locae  Yeo,  in  the  Confianoe, 

expelled  the  Freack  from  the  settlement  of  Cay- 
etm&f  on  the  continent  of  South  America*  The 
command  on  that  station  was  at  that  period  held 
hy  Rear-admind  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  had  fol^ 
lowed  the  court  of  Portugal  soon  after  its  mionra- 
tiou  from  Europe.  After  the  treatment  which  the 
house  of  Braganxa  had  experienced  firom  dm 
French,  they  had  no  wish  to  have  them  for  neigh^^ 
hours  in  their  new  habitations;  a  force  was  there- 
fore detached  by  the  Rear-admiral,  and  placed 
under  the  enterprisiug  Captain  Yeo,  so  distin- 
guished by  his  conduct  at  Muros,  and  the  captUPS 
of  the  Conhance^  the  ship  he  now  commanded. 

Having  in  conjunclioa  with  Lieut^mnt-colonel 
Manuel  Marques,  and  some  Portugese  hmd  and 
sea  forces,  taken  possession  on  the  8th  of  Decern^ 
ber(1808),  of  the  district  of  Oyapoh,  and  on  the 
15th  oi  the  same  month,  of  that  of  Apesaque,  Cap* 
tBih>Teo  proceeded  with  the  Lientenant-colonei  to 
attack  the  settlement  of  Cayenne,  with  the  Con-» 
iance^  aooompanied  by  (he  Voader  and  InfontOi 

two  Portuguese  sloops  of  war,  and  some  smaller 
vessels,  which  contamed  five  hundred  and  hlty 
Portuguese  troops.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of 
January,  he  landed  these,  together  with  eighty 
seamen  and  marines,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Mahuree.    Captain  Yeo  took  upon  himself  the 
business  of  storming  the  principal  forts  which 
defended  the  approach.    Fort  Diamond  fell  ints 
hia  bands ;  it  mounted  two  twenty^four  pounden^ 
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and  one  nine  pounder,  with  fifty  men.  In  this  at-* 
tack  jLieutena&t  John  Read,  of  the  royal  marinaii 
was  mortally,  and  inx  of  his  men  badly,  wounded. 
Major  Perito,  Portuguese  service,  with  a  detachr 
mmtf  had»  at  the  sane  tisM^  with  equal  gaUaiitr]r» 
taken  tlie  fort  of  Grand  Cane.  Advancing  up  the 
river,  the  Captain  took  two  more  forts,  oqo  on  each 

bank,  commanding  each  other  ;  these  cost  him  a 
struggle,  and  great  loss.  After  his  small  vessels 
had  enooontered  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artiUery 
for  some  time,  the  calibre  of  the  cutters  (the 
only  vesselB  which  eould  approadi),  being  but 
four  pounders,  he  determined  to  storm,  which  he 
did  with  perfect  success,  taking  the  forts,  and  s^ 
curing  the  guns.  The  enemy  retreated  and  ral- 
lied, aud  were  again  defeated,  until  the  Britisk 
and  their  allies  had  advanced  to  the  strongest 
position,  the  residence  of  that  monster,  Victor 
Hugues,  whose  name  and  crimes  stand  recorded  in 
this  work.  The  most  obstinate  resistance  was  of- 
fered, aud  flags  of  truce  sent  by  Captain  Yeo  were 
disregarded  or  fired  on :  finding  they  had  to  deal 
with  a  ferocious  wild  b^st  rather  than  a  human 
being,  our  bmvB  follows  left  their  field-pieces  in  • 
ditch,  and  with  their  pikes  aud  bayonets  advanced 
into  tiie  Govemar's  house,  taking  his  artillery; 
driving  every  man  into  tiie  woods,  and  levelling 
the  habitation  to  the  ground.  Victor  Hugues  seeing 
liiat,  notwithstanding  his  superiority  of  numbeni 
and  local  advantages,  he  was  overmatched  in  va« 
kmr,  snnendaied  the  cokmy  and  city  of  Cayeane^ 
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and  the  British  and  Portaguese  flags  were  dis- 

played  on  the  forts.  Four  hundred  of  the  enemy's 
troops  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  parade^  and 
were  immediately  embarked  on  board  the  British 
vessels :  at  the  same  time,  six  hundred  militia,  and 
two  hundred  blacks,  who  had  been  embodied  and 
trained  with  them^  delivered  in  their  arms.  r ' 
'  Captain  Yeo,  on  this  occasion^  afforded  a  con- 
vincing proof,  how  much  might  be  achieved  by 
an  allied  force^  when  prudently  conducted.  Colo- 
nel Marques,  and  all  the  Portuguese  officers  and 
men,  naval  and  military,  behaved  like  Britons, 
lieutenant  (now  Captain  W.  H.)  Mulcaster,  first 

of  the  Confiancc,  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  Blvlhe, 
were  distinguished  by  their  bravery^  and  the  good 
example  they  set,  which  was  followed  by  all  their 
countrymen.  The  conquest  of  this  extensive  set- 
tlement was  another  severe  blow  to  the  "  com- 
merce and  colonies"  of  the  insolent  Napoleon. 
-  From  Martinique^  the  British  land  and  sea  forceSi 
in  the  month  of  April ,  steered  for  the  Saintes,  where 
a  squadron  of  three  French  ships  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates^  had  taken  up  an  anchorage.  These 
ships  had  been  sent  out  for  the  relief  of  Martinique; 
but  finding  the  island  was  taken,  had  repaired  to 

the  Saintes,  as  the  only  place  of  safety  remnining 
to  them  in  the  Windward  Islands.  Lieutenant* 
general  Matiland  found  means  to  render  even  this 
asylum  insecure;  for  having  landed  a  body  of 
troops,  in  conjunction  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Captain  Beaver,  of  the  Acasta,  he  got  possessioa 
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of  the  islands,  which  it  appears  had  been  again  re- 
taken. The  French  squadron  now  began  to  move 
again;  but  the  three  outlets  of  the  anchorage  were 
80  guarded  by  our  sfaipB,  that  it  was  long  before 
they  could  make  up  their  determination  which 
way  to  run.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  was  in  the 
Neptune,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  off  the  south-west 
passage,  when  the  signal  was  made  at  half  past 
nine  in  the  evening,  that  the  enemy  had  put  to 
sea.  The  Rear-admiral  instantly  closed  with  the 
Pompte,  Captain  Fahie :  the  night  was  extremely 
dark ;  and  great  was  the  anxiety  of  the  Rear-ad- 
miral, lest  the  number  of  ships  left  behind  at  the 
Saintes  should  be  more  than  a  mateh  for  the  gar- 
rison under  Gener^  Maitiaad.  The  Neptune,  how- 
ever, pursued  her  course;  and  as  one  of  the  French 
ships  passed,  received  her  fire,  and  had  one  man 
killed,  and  four  wounded.  At  daylight  the  ene- 
iny*s  squadron  was  seen  flying  under  a  crowd  of 
sail,  the  Pomp6e  coming  up  with  them ;  and  Cap- 
tain Napier,  in  the  Recruit  brig,  of  eighteen  guns, 

actually  firing  into  and  receiving  the  fire  of  a  French 
ship  of  the  line,  endeavouring  to  disable  her  by 
firing  at  her  masts  and  rigging.  Captain  Fahie 
had  brought  these  ships  to  action  on  the  night  of 
the  14th  of  April,  when  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane 
first  perceived  they  had  escaped.  One  of  them 
received  two  broadsides  from  the  Pomp^e,  with- 
out returning  a  gun,  and  had  gained  considerably 
'  on  her  before  daylight.  At  five  o  clock  the  next 
day,  the  Pomp6e  had  run  the  Neptune  out  of  sight 
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from  the  masthead ;  tha  Latona  and  Castor  stiH 

keeping  up  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had  se^ 
paratedt  aad  one  ship  of  the  line  was  now  the  ob- 
ject  of  pursuit.  The  chase  coutinued  with  great 
spirit  the  whole  of  the  I6th ;  and  as  the  night  was 
and  the  high  land  <^  Porto  Rico  bounded  the 
horizon  a-head,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  keep 
sight  of  the  stranger :  this  was  however  done.  At 

half  past  three  in  the  inoramg  of  the  17th,  Captain 
Roberts,  in  the  Castor*  of  thirty-two  guns,  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  him  to  action;  when  the  enemy 
yawing  to  give  his  broadside,  the  Pompee  ranged 
up,  and  a  regular  fight  commenced  between  these 
two  noble  ships,  which  lasted  till  a  quarter  past 
five :  at  this  moment  both  ships  were  wrecks  in 
rigging  and  sails,  within  their  own  length  of  each 
other,  the  Ponip^e  nearly  unmanageable,  the  enemy 
entirely  so,  when  she  hauled  down  her  colours, 

having  fouj^^ht  with  valour,  and  surrendered  with 
honour.  She  was  called  Le  D'Uautpoule,  was  a 
remarkably  fine  ship  (quite  new)  of  seventy-four 
guns,  and  six  hundred. and  eighty  men^  commanded 
by  Captain  ArmandLe  Due:  she  lost  in  the  action 
between  eighty  and  ninety  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.   The  loss  on  board  our  ships  was — 

Pomp^  9         80      Neptttoe*  •  •  •  •  1    «*  4 

Cattor  1  6      Rccntit  0  1 

When  we  look  back  to  the  horrors  which  had 
desolated  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  to  the  hard* 
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ships  and  sacniices  eodured  by  the  troops,  to  the 
vigoroas  and  determined  resistance  oflfered  by  die 
infuriated  blacks,  and  to  the  exterminating  wars 
which  they  had  for  eighteen  years  carried  on 
against  the  French,  we  shall  protmMy  excite  the 
a&toni&hment  of  our  readers  by  teUmg  them,  that 
the  city  of  6t.  Domingo,  once  the  capital  of  the 
Spanish  part  of  the  island,  contained,  in  1809,  a 
French  garrison;  which,  without  a  foot  of  land 
outside  of  its  walls,  had  continued  to  maintain 
itself  against  a  host  of  enemies.  To  the  ir^nghsh 
by  sea,  and  the  Negroes  by  land,  were  now  added 
the  Creole  Spaniards,  who,  having  been  deprived 
of  their  legitimate  rights  by  the  treaty  of  Basle,  in 
which  their  side  of  the  island  was  ceded  to  France, 
now  took  up  arms  to  regain  their  lost  freedom. 

Vice-admiral  Rowley,  commander-in-chief  on 
the  Jamaica  station,  and  Major-general  Carmi- 
chael,  having  been  made  thoronghly  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  garrison  of  St.  Domingo, 
which  bad  endured  a  siege  for  eight  months,  de- 
termined to  send  a  British  force  which  should  be 
sufficient  to  deprive  them  of  a  hope  by  resistance, ' 
and  to  escpel  the  last  of  the  French  from  the  island. 
The  troops  were  commanded  by  Major-general 
Carmiduieli  in  person;  the  naval  force  by  Captain 
(/umby,  of  the  Polyphemus,  of  sixty-four  guns, 
who  had  under  his  orders  the  Aurora  frigate,  and 
a  number  of  sloops  and  small  vessels  conveying 
troops  and  artillery.  The  landing  of  the  soldiers, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  ships  of  war  before  the 
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citj,  offered  a  sufficient  justitication,  under  existmg 
circumstances,  to  surrender  the  place;  and  the 
French  general  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  with  terms 
of  capitulation,  which  were  very  soon  Aaally  ar- 
ranged. The  treaty  was  signed  on  the  7th  of  July: 
General  Barquier,  and  his  garrison,  with  ail  such 
French  or  Spaniards  as  chose  to  retire,  wore  con- 
veyed to  the  places  agreed  on  or  required.  Thus 
terminated  the  existence. of  the  French  power  in 
the  ill  fated  island  of  Hispaniola. 

To  what  acts  of  daring  enterprise  our  seamen  and 
marines  might  not  have  been  led  by^their  officers^ 
had  the  war  continued,  no  human  mind  can  calcu- 
late. One  deed  of  valour  stimulated  another,  and 
each  seemed  outdone  by  its  successor.  Such  was 
the  terror  of  their  name,  that  the  enemy  in  every 
direction  fled  before  our  boats,  whenever  they  ap- 
proached the  coast,  and  gave  up  their  towns  and 
th^ir  vessels  an  easy  prey  to  the  victors. 

The  bouts  of  tlic  Blonde,  Falcon,  and  Scorpion, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Jiichardson, 
boarded  a  French  privateer,  which,  to  avoid  their 
pursuit,  had  run  on  shore  in  a  bay,  between  two 
batteries,  on  the  island  of  Guadaloupe.  Captain 
Volant  Vashon  Ballard,  the  officer  commanding  the 
blockade,  was  a  witness  to  their  valour.  ,The.cross 
fire  of  the  eneiny^s  great  guns  could  not  deter 
them,  nor  the  musketry  from  the  bushes  on  the 
water  side ;  they  got  on  board,  and  being  satisfied 
that  the  vessel  was  bilged  by  striking  on  the  rocks, 
they  left  her  full  of  water. 
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Captain  Hugh  Camerou,  in  the  Hazard  sloop 
of  war,  blockading  Point-^-Pitre»  in  tbe  same 
island,  saw  an  enemy's  privateer  schooner  moored 
under  the  battery  of  St.  Mary.  He  stood  in,  with 
the  Pelorus  in  company,  and  while  both  vessels 
were  engaged  with  the  fort,  the  boats,  under  the 
command  of  Lienteoants  Robertson  and  Flinn, 
boarded,  and  found  her  moored  to  the  shore  with 
chains  from  the  mast-head  and  each  quarter.  The 
enemy,  from  the  battery  and  the  bushes,  with  the 
crew  of  the  privateer,  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  o 
round,  grape,  and  musketry,  but  without  checking 

the  ardour  of  the  assailants,  who,  in  defiance  of  an 
enemy  only  a  few  yards  fron^  them,  concealed  in 
the  bushes,  drove  out  the  crew  of  the  privateer, 
and  set  her  on  hre.  She  soon  after  blew  up.  She 
had  one  long  eightem-pounder ;  was  one  hundred 
tons  burden,  quite  new;  and  appeared  tp  be 
manned  with  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  men. 
Hie  loss  on  our  side  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  course  of  the  blockade  of  the  island. 
Captain  Ballard  had  to  report  another  act  of  in- 
trepidity performed  by  the  Captains  Miller,  of  the 
Thetis,  and  Elliot,  of  the  Pultusk,  with  their  officers 
and  men.  A  French  corvette  was  seen  lying  in  a 
port  called  Les  Hayes.  Captain  Miller  ordered 
Captain  Elliot,  with  the  marines  of  the  Pultusk, 
Achates,  and  Bacchus,  and  a  party  of  seveuty-hve 
seamen,  to  land,  to  pass  through  a  thick  and  path- 
less  wood,  to  take  the  fort  in  the  rear ;  while  the 
Thetis  guarded  the  place  in  front.   It  was  dark 
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before  the  party  had  acoomfdished  the  object  of 

getting  into  the  fort,  driving  out  the  garrison  of 
three  hundred  men»  and  taming  the  guns  upon  the 
privateer  which  one  moment  before  considered 
herself  under  its  safe  protection*  She  sarrendered 
immediately.  Captain  Elliot  left  Mr.  N.  Belchier, 
first  of  the  Thetis,  to  destroy  the  battery,  which 
he  effected.  Lieutenant  Carr  was  also  equally 
di3tmgui&hedy  and  . the  whole  party  returned  with 
their  prise»  having  only  four  Englishmen  slightly 
wounded.  The  vessel  was  called  Le  Nisus  :  she 
had  recently  arrived  from  L'Orienty  with  a  cargo 
of  provisions  for  the  island,  which  she  had  landed, 
and  received  on  board  a  lading  oi  coffee.  On 
entering  the  enemy's  battery,  Oaptain  Elliot  was 
personally  engaged  with  the  ccntinel,  whom  he 
shot  with  a  pistol^  and  received  at  the  same  time 
a  severe  contusion  by  a. Mow  with  the  butt*end  of 
the  man  s  musket. 

The  last  gallant  action,  and  glorious  death,  of 
Captain  John  Shortland,  require  to  be  particularly 
noted,  as  aflbrding  a  bright  example  to  the  British 
navy,  and  are  recorded  as  a  just  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  departed  naval  hero. 

We  have  related  the  oaptuiejof  the  Junon  bf 
the  Latona.  Ou  her  anival  at  Halifax,  she 
taken  into  the  service,  ^refitted,  -manned,  sad 
equipped,  as  well  as  the  means  of  the  admiral 
the  station  would  admit,  and  the  command  of  her 
givei^  tb  Captain  Shortland,  who  sailed  on  m  erits^ 
in  the  month  of  September.    On  the  Idth  of 
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cember,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Guadaloiipe,  he 
fell  in  with  four  large  irigates,  who  having  Spanish 
eoloufs  flying,  and  answering  the  private  rignala 
established  between  tbeBritish  and  Spanish  navies. 
Captain  Shortland  stood  towards  them  in  perfect 
confidence  of  their  being  friends  ;  nor  did  he  dis- 
cover his  mor  nntil  vrithin  gun-shot,  when  the 
strangers,  shewing  French  cdonrt,  poured  in  a 
broadside,  killed  the  man  at  the  helm,  and  the 
Janon  fell  on  board  of  one  of  the  frigates.  The 
others  closed  round  her,  and  all  chance  of  awape 
was  gone.  Resolved,  however,  to  sdl  his  ship  as 
dearly  as  possible,  Captain  Shortland,  with  a  crew 
of  only  two  hundred  men,  prepared  to  board  the 
enemy,  but  was  repolsed  with  slaughter,  as  were 
the  Frenchmen,  who  rushed  lu  numbers  to  the 
gangwaye  of  the  Jmion.   Mn  Gieme,  and  ten  or 

twelve  men,  fell  dead  by  a  discharge  of  grape. 
Captain  Shortland  was  soon  after  conveyed  below 
senseless,  and  mortally  wounded.  Lientenant 
Deecker,  who  had  but  recently  recovered  from  his 
wounds,  when  captured  in  the  Carnation,  now  had 
to  contend  against  this  mighty  force,  but  every  man 
on  deck  being  disabled,  he  had  no  ohoiee  but  to 
submit  to  his  hard  destiny,  and  become  once  more 
a  prisoner,  severdy  wounded.  Ninety  of  his  men 
were  kflled  or  wounded ;  and  the  ship  so  mneh 
disabled,  that  the  enemy  were  forced  to  burn  her. 
The  Observatenr,  a  British  sloop  of  war,  was  in 

company ;  but  being  convinced  that  she  also  would 
have  Mien,  had  she  come  into  aotion»  the  gallant 
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Shortland  dispatched  her  to  acquaint  Sir  Alexander 

Cochranewith  theevent.  The  names  of  the  enemy's 
frigates  which  effected  this  capture  were,  La 
Renommtey  La  Clorinde,  La  Seine,  and  La  Loire: 
the  two  first  were  of  forty-four  guns ;  the  two  last  I 
of  the  same  size,  but  *  armde  en  fliite/  and  all  of 
them  with  troops  on  board.  The  Junon  is  said  to 
have  gone  down  with  the  British  pendant  at  her  mast 
head.  Her  brave  and  lamented  captain  survived 
his  numerous  wounds  six  weeks,  and  died  at  sick- 
quarters  in  the  island  of  Guadaloupe.  Lieutenant 
Samuel  B.  Deecker  was  immediately  promoted,  and 
in  1814  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  post-captain. 
How  the  French  became  possessed  of  the  private 

signals  by  which  they  deceived  Captain  Shortland 
our  readers  will  have  no  dilhculty  in  devising, 
given,  as  they  must  have  been,  to  men  who  were 
insensible  to  the  high  honour  of  their  trust — to  the 
degenerate  Spaniards,  who  would  have  admitted 
the  French  into  Cadiz. 

Captain  Weatheral,  in  the  Observateur,  made 
the  best  of  his  way  to  Fort  Royal  bay,  Martinique^ 
where  he  did  not  arrive  before  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber. He  communicated  to  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane^ 
by  signa],  the  fate  of  the  Junon,  and  the  force  of 
the  enemy.  The  Admiral  immediately  proceeded 
to  sea,  and  learning  that  the  French  frigates  wexe 
at  anchor  about  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Bassetenrei  in  the  iskind  of  Guadeloupe,  he  steeied 
^  dir^tly  for  them,  and  found  two  of  them  closely 
watched,  by  Captain  John  Ballard,  m.the  Sceptre, 
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of  seventy -four  guns ;  the  Blonde,  of  thirty-eight 
gitiiB>  Captain  V.  V.  Ballard;  Thetis^  of  thirty-eight 
guns,  Captain  G.  Miller;  Freya,  of  thirty-six;  Cas- 
tor»  thirty-two;  Cygnet,  Hazard,  and  Ringdove, 
sloops  of  war,  ready  to  attack  them ;  nor  could  the 
Admiral  in  the  Pomp^,  from  light  and  baffing 
winds,  get  his  ship  into  action  until  the  two  Aigates 
and  the  batteries  which  defended  the  anchorage, 
were  completely  destroyed.  The  brunt  of  the 
action  was  borne  by  the  Blondeand  Thetis,  by  their 
being  a-head  of  the  other  ships.  One  of  the  French 
frigates  was  very  socm  dismasted,  when  the  men 
began  to  desert  their  ships,  and  set  fire  to  them. 
On  seemg  this.  Captain  Hugh  Cameron,  of  the 
Hazard,  with  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  gallantly 
landed  and  stormed  the  batteries,  which  still  kept 
up  a  fire  on  oar  ships,  both  with  guns  and  mus- 
ketry. In  striking  the  colours  of  the  fort  with  his 
own  hands,  the  brave  Cameron  received  a  shot  in 
his  breast,  which  instantly  proved  mortal.  Lieu- 
tenant Jenkins,  first  of  the  Blonde,  was  also  killed, 
with  six  seamen  and  marinies  of  that  ship;  and 
seventeen  were  wounded.  Captains  V.  V.  Ballard, 
and  George  Miller,  of  the  Blonde  and  Thetis,  were 
much  distinguished  in  this  affair :  the  Thetis  had 
onljr  six  men  wounded.  Captain  Due,  of  the  Cyg"- 
net,  was  also  mentioned  with  high  approbation.  The 
ships  destroyed  were^  the  Loire  and  the  Seine,  of 
forty-four  guns  each.  Their  triumph  over  the  gal- 
lant Shortland,  and  the  Junon,  wasof  short  duration. 
Captain  Edward  Hawker,  in  the  Melampus, 
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oaptured  Le  Bernais,  a  brig  of  war  of  sixteen  guns, 
and  one  handred  and  nine  men,  after  a  cha»e  of 
twenty-eight  hours.  She  was,  like  all  others 
from  France,  loaded  with  provkioos  lor  the  islands. 
Captain  B.  Walker,  of  tlie  Rosamond,  look  one  of 
exactly  similar  dimensions,  with  the  same  guns, 
men,  and  lading,  after  a  chase  of  tbirty^eiglit 

hours.    She  was  called  l.e  Papillon. 

Resx-admiral  Wilham  O'iihen  Druryi  who  oom* 
manded  his  Majesty's  squadron  in  the  East  Indies, 
sent  a  detachment  of  two  frigates  and  nine  com- 
panies' cruisers,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Jokn 

Wainwnght,  of  La  ChifFone,  of  thirty -six  gans, 
into  the  Persian  gulf^  to  repress  the  ravages,  and 
punish  the  insdenoe  of  the  pirates.  The  manner 
in  which  the  gallant  officer  executed  hifi  orders^ 
and  supported  the  interests  of  his  country,  and 
the  honour  of  her  Hag  in  that  distant  region,  should 
render  his  memory  dear  to  Engiandi  Captain 
Wainwright  took  with  him  a  small  detachment  of 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-oolonal 
Smith.  He  arrived  off  Ras  al  Khyma,  on  the  after* 
noon  of  the  1 1th  of  November,  18Q9,  but  the  shoal- 
ness  of  the  water  prevented  even  the  small  vessels 

approaching  the  town  nearer  than  a  distance  of  two 
miles.  A  Britishmerchant  ship  called  the  MinerfSi 
was  burnt  by  the  pimtes  the  same  evening.  The 
gun^boats  and  small  craft,  on  the  12th,  cannonaded 
the  town  fiur  three  hours^and  also  on  the  13tb^  wbih 
Lieutenant  Leslie,  of  the  Chilfuue,  with  two  gun- 
boats and  a  party  of  seapoys,  made  a  ialse  attack 
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on  the  north.  The  principal  effort  was  made  on 
tbe  south.  Coioaei  Smithy  with  his  whole  do* 
taelmieQt,  assisted  by  Captain  Wasnwright,  and 
all  the  seamen  and  marines  who  could  be  spared  . 
from  the  shipsy  made  good  his  landing;  entered 
the  town,  and  drove  out  the  enemy;  while  the 
gan*boats  poured  in  a  heavy  discharge  of  grape** 
Aot  npon  them,  and  completed  their  defeat*  "^Br 
fore  four  o'clock  every  vessel  in  the  harbour,  and 
aU  the  public  storehouses,  wove  in  flames*  Captain 
Gordon,  of  the  Caroline,  of  thirty-«8iz  gans,  accoB»« 
panied  Captain  Wainwright  on  this  service,  which 
was  executed  effeetoally  with  very  trifling  loss 
on  our  side,  and  serious  damage  to  the  enemy,  all 
of  whose  small  towns  on  the  coast  weie  visited ; 
but  there  being  no  vessels  near  them,  the  squadron 
proceeded  to  Lufl,  near  the  island  oi  iu&hma. 
When  Captain  Wainwright  had  assembled  his 

whole  force,  he  endeavoured  for  twenty-four  hours, 
but  without  eli^ti  to  brmg  the  inhabitants  to 
reasonable  terms:  he  anchored  the  sloops  of  vrar 
off  the  town,  within  musket  shot,  and  landed  with 
the  troops,  marines,  and  seamen*  Advamdng  to 
the  gate  of  the  fort,  they  attempted  to  force  it; 
but  the  enemy  opened  a  very  iieavy  and  destructive 
five.  The  sloops  oF  war  and  gon^boats  then  bom* 
barded  the  fort  with  such  success,  that  the  governor 
^(reed  to  give  it  up  on  the  following  day  to  the 
English  in  fevour  of  the  Imaum  of  Muscat.  In  jbhe 
mean  time,  the  seamen  m  the  gun-boats  burned 


Digitized  by 


396  £AST  INDIES.  [1809. 

deven  piratical  vBSsels  lying  in  the  harbour. 

Having  thus  chastised  these  freebooters,  Captaia 
Wainwright  received  from  the  Admiral,  the  highest 
marks  of  his  approbation. 

The  islands  of  France  and  Bourbon,  were  now 
all  that  remained  to  the  French,  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  shelter  afforded  to 
shipping,  and  the  resources  possessed  by  the  first 
of  tiiese  islands,  for  equipment  and  victualimg 
ships  of  war  and  privateers,  had  ensdiled  the  en*- 
terprising  French  oflteers  to  do  incalculable  in- 
jury to  our  Indian  commerce.  The  successes  of 
De  Sercey,  of  Linois,  of  Bergeret,  and  Du  Perrte, 
were  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  facilities  with 
which  they  made  good  the  defects  of  their  ships  at 
Port  Louis.  In  1809,  when  the  depredations  of 
our  enemies  had  exceeded  all  bounds;  when^our 
navy,  though  triumphant,  could  not  correct  the 
evil,  either  by  blockade,  or  by  bringing  their  ships 
to  action,  the  British  government  in  India  c<m- 

sidered  the  subject  as  worthy  of  its  attention. 
The  state  of  politics  on  the  Indian  peninsula,  and 
die  perfect  subjection  of  the  native  powers,  enabled 
the  Governor-general  to  spare  such  a  body  of  troops 
as  would,  when  seconded  by  our  ships  of  vw, 
ensure  to  us  a  footing  on  these  islands,  and  thus 
deprive  the  French  cruisers  of  all  support  from 
their  settlements.  As  a  preparatory  step  to  these 
measures,  Yice-admiral  Bertie,  who  commanded 
on  .the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  station,  was  directed 
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to  enlbrce  a  vigorous  blockade.  Captain  (now 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Josiaa)  Rowley,  was  intrusted 
with  the  execution  of  this  service. 

Colonel  Keating,  who  commanded  a  strong  de^ 
tachment  of  tioo}>s  on  the  island  of  Rodriguc, 
having  been  intbrmed  by  Captain  Rowley  that 
Bourbon  might  be  advantageously  attacked  by  a 
combined  operation  of  the  army  and  navy,  very 
readily  joined  in  the  enterprise. 

The  harbour  of  St.  Paul's  luid  been  long  the 
rendezvous  of  the  French  cruisers,  and  their 
prizes.  Captmn  Corbett,  of  the  Sirius,  had 
made  himself  so  well  acquainted  with  the  de* 
fences  of  the  island,  that  Captain  Rowley  sent 
him  with  the  Otter  and  Sapphire  to  bring  down 
the  troops  from  Rodrigue*  The  Boadicea  blocks 
aded  Port  Louis,  in  the  Isle  of  France,  and  the 
Commodore,  in  the  Raisonable,  of  sixty-four  guns, 
assembled  the  squadron,  on  the  rendezvous,  to 
windward  of  the  island.  The  arrangements  being 
completed,  the  land  force,  under  Colonel  Keating, 
consisting  of  no  more  than  three  hundred  and 
sixty-^ight  Europeans  and  native  infantry,  were 
augmented  by  a  body  of  seamen  and  marines, 
amounting  in  all  to  six  hundred  and  four  men, 
and  the  squadron,  joined  by  the  Siiius,  bore  up 

after  dark  for  the  Isle  of  Bourbon.  Approach- 
ing the  bay  of  6t,  PauFs,  the  men  were  put  on 
shore,  the  batteries  were  stormed  an;!  carried, 
and  the  guns  upon  them  turned  on  the  French 
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shipping  in  thenmd*.  The  British  sqimdnm  at 
the  same  time  opened  its  fire,  and  by  nine 
o'clock  in.  the  moniing,  the  fort8»  town,  and. 
shipping,  were  in  possession  of  the  British. 
The  aeamen  and  marines  employed  in  this  att^ 
on  shore,  were  commanded  by  the  Captains  Wil- 
loughby  and  Corbett. 

The  Sicius  anchored  with  her  stem  within  pis- 
tol-shot of  the  beach,  and  sustained  the  fire  of  the 
batteries,  a  Jngate,  two  Indiamen,  and  a  brig. 
She  never  returned  a  shot  till  both  her  anchors 
were  let  go ;  the  Bntish  troops  then  rushed  on ; 
and  in  twenty  minutes  every  French  flag  was 
struck.  The  grape-shot  of  the  binus  went  over 
the  most  distant  sliips  of  the  enemy;  and  so  seTcre 
and  well  kept  up  was  her  fire,  that  both  the 
French  and  English  expressed  their  admiration. 
She  used  no  wads,  which  mabled  her  to  load 
quicker. 

La  Caroline,  a  French  firigate  of  forty*foar  gons 

and  foul  hundred  men,  seeing  the  Sinus  in  a 
raking  position,  a*head  o£  her,  surrendered.  This 
vessel  had,  in  the  month  of  May,  captured,  off  the 
JVicobar  islands,  the  Streatham  and  Europe,  East 
Indiamen)  richly  laden,  and  commanded  by  the 
Captains  Dale  and  Gelston.  Three  other  India* 
men  were  in  company;  but  all  were  so  ill  manned, 
as  to  render  resistance  unavailing.  The  crews 
consisted  of  English,  Lascars,  China-men,  and 
Portuguese.  All  but  the  English  ran  from  their 
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guns.  The  French  captain  having  conducted  his 
prizes  to  St.  Paul's,  had  not  beea  long  thMc  when 
they  were  reti^kaii  ;  uid  faime^  mud  hi*  frigate 
falling  at  the  same  time  into  our  hands,  the  event 
overpowered  his  mind,  and  prododed  the  fittai  aot' 
of  suicide. 

The  whole  of  the  vessels  in  the  barixiur  were 

brought  away.  Captain  Willougbby  spiked  all 
the  guns  and  mortars,  burnt  the  gun  carriages, 
and  destroyed  the  magasdaes ;  after  whkk  the 
&roes  were  re-embarked,  and  returned  with  little 
loss  to  their  ships. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22 d  of  August,  the  surf 
prevented  much  intercourse  between  the  shippmg 
and  the  shore,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  enemy 
collected  on  the  heights,  and  advanced  in  force 
on  the  town  of  St.  Denis,  when  the  land  and  sea 
commanders  determined  to  destroy  the  govern- 
meot  stores.  Captain  Willougbby  was  selected 
for  this  service,  which  he  executed  at  the  head  of 
a  party  of  marines  and  seamen.  A  large  magazine, 
the  only  one  known  to  be  public  property,  was 
set  on  fire,  and  the  party  re-embarked:  on  the 
following  day  they  were  ready  to  re-land,  when 
the  enemy  sent  in  proposals  to  capitulate,  which 
being  accepted,  the  town  of  St.  Paul's  was  placed 
under  British  protection,  during  an  aiinistice  of 
three,  weeks:  the  cargoes  of  the  Indiamen  being 
re-shipped,  and  their  captains  and  crews  re^ 
instated,  they  proceeded  oii  their  homeward 
Yoyage.    The  number  killed  on  our  side  was 
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seven,  and  of  wounded  eighteen ;  among  the  latter 
were  the  LieuteDants  Lloyd,  of  the  navy,  and 
Howden,  of  the  marines,  belonging  to  the  Raison- 
able ;  and  Lieutenant  Pye»  of  the  marines,  belong- 
ing to  the  Boadicea. 

In  the  mouth  of  November,  La  Bellone,  another 
French  iiigate  of  forty-four  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Du  Perrde,  captured  off  the  sandheads^ 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  the  Victor,  a  British 
sloop  of  war,  of  sixteen  guns,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Stopford,  who  defended  his  ship  for  thirty- 
five  minutes,  and  attempted  to  board  his  enemy; 

but  failing  in  that,  and  his  ship  being  completely 
disabiedi  he  was  forced  to  submit.  On  the  iith 
of  the  same  month.  La  Bellone  also  captured  the 
Portuguese  frigate  Minerva,  of  fifty  guns,  after  a 
severe  action. 

The  history  of  South  America  since  the  expul- 
sion of  the  British  army  in  1807,  offers  little  that 
could  reasonably  be  brought  within  the  limits  of 
this  work.  Buenos  Ayres,  after  tlie  departure  of 
our  forces,  became,  in  natural  consequence,  the 
scene  of  discord  and  intrigue.  Liniers,  its  success- 
fill  defender,  aspired  to  the  head  of  the  government, 
with  the  title  of  Viceroy,  and  desired  to  place 
the  provinces  under  the  protection  of  Bonaparte: 
this  the  chief  men  among  the  colonists  resisted; 
but  the  artful  Frenchman  got  possession  of  their 
persons,  and  sent  them  out  of  the  country  to  a 

place  of  security.  Buenos  Ayres  owned  his  autho- 
rity for  a  time,  but  Monte  Video  resisted,  and  ft 
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civil  war  raged  with  fury  on  the  bauks  ot  the  Kio 
de  la  Plata. 

A  few  political  events  of  secondary  importance 
will  dose  the  year  1809.  With  some  of  them  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  England  were  apparently  in- 
volved, and  an  awful  crisis  approached^  in  which 
the  fate  of  the  British  empire  was  to  be  decided. 

The  insolent  Napoleon,  swoln  with  conquest,  an- 
nomiced  to  his  senate  the  conclusion  of  the  fourth 
punic  war."  This  war  had  been  raised  against  him 
after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  and  concluded  with 
the  peace  of  Eifurih.  The  conquest  of  the  Illyrian 
provinces  had  extended  his  empire  as  far  as  the 
river  Saave,  giving  him  a  command  of  the  eastern 
coast  of  tiie  Adriatic,  and  the  Levant,  with  the 
power  of  treating  the  Ottoman  empire  as  it  might 
deserve ;  eras  she  behaved  towards  England .  Rome, 
the  ancient  mistress  of  the  world,  was  iormally 
annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  France,  and  the 
unworthy  descendants  of  those  Romans  wiio  re- 
ceived the  Qaxkhi  in  the  forum,  travelled  to  Paris, 
and  did  homage  at  the  footstool  of  a  tyrant.  This 
change  in  the  Papal  domuuons  was  decreed  from 
Bayonne  in  the  preceding  j^ear,  when  the  bound- 
less ambition  of  this  upstart  of  fortune  grasped  at 
once  the  sceptres  of  Austria,  Prussia,  Spain,  Por* 
tugal,  and  Italy.  Arrogant  with  repeated  victories, 
intoxicated  with  the  uninterrupted  good  fortune 
which  for  fourtera  years  had  attended  his  arms, 
having  long  discarded  every  moral  and  religious 
feding,  Napoleon  quoted  the  Scriptures  in  support 
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of  his  ambition.  In  his  answer  to  the  Roman 
deputies,  the  poisoner  of  Jafiis^  the  mtoderer  of 

D'Eoghien,  of  Wright,  of  Palm,  of  Toussnint,  and 
of  a  miUion  of  soldiers,  said,  i  reud^  unto  CsBsar 
the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  and  unto  Qod  the 
things  that  are  Gods!" 

A  reflecting  and  contemplative  mind  could  not 
but  look  with  deep  solicitude  on  the  prosperity  of 
the  wicked.  The  eye  of  £Euth  alone  could  gaze  un- 
moyed,  and  imdt  the  unerring  results  of  tHvine  jus* 
tice.  England,  and  England  alone,  still  stood  firm 
"  against  the  world  in  arms."  The  unhappy  Gusta- 
vus»  the  virtuous  and  heroic  king  of  Sweden,  was 
kumUed,  and  driven  from  his  throne  by  the  in* 
trigues  of  Bonaparte,  and  the  treachery  of  his  own 
subjects.  His  adherence  to  the  cause  of  England 
was  his  only  crime.  TheDakeof  Sudennania,  who 
succeeded  him  as  regent,  at  £rst  declared  himself 
Ae  friend  of  Bnglaad,  and  the  enemy  of  Russia, 

unless  she  gave  honourable  terms  to  Sweden;  but 
the  power  of  that  small  kingdom  was  soon  over- 
whelmed ;  Pomerania  «nd  Finland  had  been  torn 
trom  heri  and  she  was  compelled  to  make  peace  on 
any  tenns.  Onstavus^  by  a  bloodless  revolutien, 
was  deposed  on  the  13th  of  March,  1809,  and  his 
£smily  are  exiles  from  their  native  land.  Sweden 
made  peace  widi  Russia  in  October,  1809 ;  and  with 
France  early  in  January,  1810.  She  received  back 
Pomerania  and  the  principality  of  Rugen,  on  con«- 
dition  of  eanluding  our  commerce  from  her  ports ; 
in  other  words,  adopting  the  continental  system. 
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France  made  peace  with  Austria,  October  15tb, 
1809,  apon  terms  most  unfavourable  to  Oreat 

Britain ,  and  in  a  letter  on  this  subject,  addressed 
by  Napoleon  to  Aleacander,  dated  Schoenbrun, 

1 0th  October,  we  find  the  following  remarkable 
passage : 

I  send  your  Majesty  tlie  Enj^lfsh  joTirnals.  'i  on  will  there 
see  that  the  Eii|L;lis!i  ministers  are  fighting'  amongst  each  other; 
tliere  is  a  revolutioo  in  the  ministry,  and  all  is  perfect  anarchy. 
They  have  recently  occasioBed  the  death  or  destruction  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand  men,  in  the  most  horrible  country 
in  the  worid.  It  would  have  been  just  as  well  to  have  thrown 
them  Into  the  sea.  •  *  *  General  Wellesley  has  had  the 
extreme  impnidence  to  commit  himself  in  the  heart  of  S|nho  with 
diirty  thousand  men,  having  on  his41anks  three  armies,  consisting 
of  ninety  battalions,  and  from  ibrtj  to  ifty  84|nadioDi,  fvlille  be 
liad  in  bis  front  tbe  aimj  oi  tbe  king,  wbicb  was  of  equal 
Ibice:  it  is  difficult  to  oonceive  snch  an  act  of  presumption.  *  *  * 
The  United  States  of  America  ate  on  the  worst  terms  with 
England;  and  seem  sineerely  and  serionsly  disposed  to  ap* 
proximate  to  our  system 

On  the  3d  of  December,  when  he  addressed  a 

speech  to  the  legislative  body,  he  prematurely 
boasjted,  that  "  he  was  marching  on  Cadiz  and 
Lisbon,  when  forced  to  tread  back  his  steps  and 
plant  his  eagles  once  more  on  the  ramparts  of  Vi- 
enna, thus  tfenninating  in  three  months  the  fourth 
punic  war.  #  *  ♦  When  I  shall  shew  myself 
beyond  the  Pyrenees^  the  frightened  leopard 
(England)  will  fly  to  the  ocean  to  avoid  shiune^ 
defeat,  and  death.  My  friendship  and  protection 
will,  I  hope,  restore  tranquillity  and  happiness  to 
Spam.'* 
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CHAP.  V. 

1.  Meeting  of  fwrliameiit — Speech  Irom  the  Throne — Debates  , 
on  the  Wnioheren  expedition— Vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Gnv- 

'  biei^KamtiTe  of  Lord  Chatham— Resolution  of  the  House 
— Comuitttal  of  Sir  Fiuncis  Burdett — Changes  in  ministry — 
Vigorous  measures — Siege  of  Cadia — ^Treachery  of  the  Junta 
— Heroism  of  Albuquerque — Cadis  summoned  toiurrender — 
Refuses-^Honourable  banishment  and  death  of  Albuquerque 
— DWoree  of  Josephine,  and  marriage  of  Napoleon  with  Ma* 
ria  Louisa— Abdication  of  Loub,  king  of  Holland,  and  an- 
nexation of  that  country  to  France — Attempt  of  Napoleon  to  « 
obtain  the  repeal  of  our  orders  iii  council — Disputes  with  the 
United  Slates  of  America — Death  of  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Sweden  Election  of  Bernadotte  to  that  station — Husljliiy 
of  Sweden  a^aiuil  England — War  raging  with  renewed  fury 
in  Enrope — Fruitless  attempt  to  release  the  King  of  Spain 
from  V  aien9ay — Actions  in  the  Nortli  Seas  and  ChauDcl. 

2.  War  on  the  coast  of  Spain  —Affairs  of  Mediterranean — Cap- 
tain Fane  taken  prisoner-  -Sicii}' — Action  between  the  Spar- 
tan and  Neapolitan  squadron — Attack  on  Santa  Maura  — 
Siege  ol  Cadiz— Capture  of  Matagordu  hy  the  F  reach — Ar- 
rival of  Admirals  Pickmore,  Purvis,  and  Keats — Particulars 
of  the  siege — Death  and  character  of  Lord  CoUingwood — 
Succetsftil  enterprises  of  Captains  Waldegrave>  Hotte»  and 
others. 

3.  Eatt  Indies, — Attack  on  the  island  of  Bonrboo  by  Commo- 
dore Rowley— Its  reduction— Dn  Perr^  takes  the  Windhan 
and  Ceylon— Gallant  action  and  escape  of  the  Astell-*-Ob- 
servations—Attack  by  Captain  N.  J.  IVilloughby,  at  the  Point 

-  do  Diable,  and  capture  of  Isle  de  k  l^asse  by  Captun  Pynh- 
Singuhr  position  and  daring  conduct  of  Captain  Willoughby 
— Do  Perr^e  enters  Port  South  East  with  bis  squadron— Bat- 
tle of  the  23d  of  August— Capture  and  destruction  of  four 
British  frigates— Log  of  the  Nereide— Court-martial  — Noble 
defence  of  the  Ceylon  by  Captain  Charles  Gordon— linlliant 
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conduct  of  Comiuoiiurc  Rowley — Capture  auti  rc-ctpture  of 
the  Africaine — Death  of  Captain  Corbet t — Capture  of  La  Ve- 
nus, and  re-capture  of  the  Ceylon — Arrival  of  Vice-admiral 
Bertie — Preparations  to  attack  the  Isle  of  France — Expe- 
dition— Forces  employed — Surrender  of  the  island — Capture 
of  Amboyna  by  Captain  Tucker — of  Randa  !>y  Captahi  Cole. 
-4.  JVtst  ffnftfs. — Cnptiirv  <>i  C. nadaloupe,  arui  (  oniplete  reduc- 
tion of  all  the  French  islands  in  the  Caribbean  seas  ^Thanks 
of  parliament  to  the  Admiral  and  the  forces — Observations 
on  the  order  of  merit  bestowed  on  the  army,  and  withheld 
from  the  tOLwy — Loss  of  the  Lively,  Nymphe,  Pallas»  and 
Minotaur. 

■ 

The  expedition  to  the  Scheldt,  unfortunate  as  to 
the  period  of  its  commencement,  as  it  had  been 
&tal  in  its  termination,  confinned  the  public  in 
the  opinions  which  had  been  circulated  upon  it 
with  amazing  industry.  The  opposition  was  pow- 
erfully assisted  by  the  Wulchereii  ui  polder  fever, 
which,  wluie  it  gave  its  numerous  daily  victims  to 
the  grave,  increased  the  popular  clamour  against 
the  reputed  authors  of  the  national  calamity. 

The  accounts  from  the  Peninsula  were  not  more 
cheering,  and  the  meeting  of  parliament  was 
anxiously  loolLed  to  as  the  only  hope  of  saving 
the  empire. 

Parliament  met  on  the  23d  of  January;  the 
speech  from  the  throne  recapitulated  the  events 

of  the  preceding  year,  in  the  best  colours  of  which 
they  were  susceptible.  The  reduction  of  the  island 
of  Walcheren,  the  situation  of  Sweden,  the  expul- 
sion of  the  French  from  Portugal,  the  battle  of 
Talavera,  the  resolution  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment of  Spain  to  assemble  the  cortez,  the  recom- 
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mendation  to  parliament  to  support  the  cause  of 
the  Spaniards,  aad  a  hope  that  a  friendly  inter- 
course might  speedily  be  restored  betwMB  Eng- 
land and  America ;  these  were  the  topics  which 
formed  the  substance  of  the  speech*  The  address 

was  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Glasgow,  and  seconded 
by  the  Viscount  G];imstone  (now  Earl  of  Veruiam), 
who  said,,  that  although  the  expedition  to  the 
Scheldt  had  not  succeeded  in  its  main  object, 
considerable  advantages  were  derived,  and  our 

own  country  streng^thened  by  the  demolitJoh  of 
the  arsenal  and  dock-yard  ot  Flushing.  The  ad- 
dress  was  again  opposed  by  the  Earl  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, upon  simihir  grounds  as  those  of  the  ktst 
year,  td  which  his  Lordship  added*,  the  disastrous 
expedition  to  the  Scheldt,  and  the  retreat  of  Sir  ^ 
John  Moore.  To  the  memory  of  that  gallant  and 
lamented  officer,  his  Lordship  paid  a  just  and  ho- 
nourable tribute;  and  concluded  his  speech  by 
saying,  that  it  was  high  time  parliament  should 
adopt  strong  measures,  or  else  the  voice  of  th6 
country  would  sound  like  thunder  in  tiieir  ears." 
Lord  Grenville  reprobated  the  conduct  of  miniafters, 
in  the  delay  of  sending  out  the  Walcheren  expedi- 
tiM,  till  after  the  trace  between  France  and  Austria 
had  been  concluded.  Lord  Harr^^wby  admitted 
this  fact,  but  <}ontended  that  the  attadL.  upon  Ant- 
werp was  still  of  immense  importance ;  and  that 
all  danger  of  invasion  from  the  Low  Countries  was 
obviated  by  it.  The  reader,  who  has  attended  to 
the  former  chapte;*,  will  know  how  to  appre- 
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ciate  the  validity  of  these  remarks.  The  Earl  of 
MttlgiaTe,  and  Viscomit  SidnoaA,  supported  the 
aunistera,  and  challenged  the  most  rigorous  in- 
quiry. The  address  was  carried  by  a  m^orky  of 
ont  hiindred  nd  forty-four  to  ninety-two.  In  tke 
commons,  it  ]jassed  with  the  same  success. 

On  the  vote  of  thanks  being  proposed  to  Lord 
Gambler  and  the  fleet  in  Basque  Roads,  Lord 
C!ochrane  moved  for  the  minutes  of  the  court- 
martial  on  Lord  Gaiiibier»  which  be  deemed  ne* 
cessary,  in  ordeir  to  enable  the  house  to  judge  how 
&ur  its  thanks  were  deserved  by  the  Commander- 
in-chief.    This  contiaued  oppositioii  of  Lord 
Cochrane  to  Lord  Gambier  was  unfortunate  and 
ill-advised;  it  drew  on  him  the  severest  censure, 
particularly  from  Sir  Charles  Hamilton,  a  naval 
officer  of  such  a  character,  as  to  lead  a  great 
part  £>{  the  country  along  with  him.   Our  limits 
will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  the  debates  which 
took  place  on  this  occasion,  although  we  strongly 
recommend  diem  to  the  perusal  of  our  navid 
readers.   The  cause  of  Lord  Gambier,  after  the 
honourable  acquittal  of  a  court-martial,  was  taken 
up  almost  unanimously  by  the  whole  house.  Sir 
Francis  fiurdett,  and  a  few  of  his  friends  only, 
supported  Lord  Cochrane ;  and  the  thanks  of  Ae 
house  were  voted  by  a  nMyority  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-ene  to  thirty-nine.   In  the  lords  the 
vote  was  carried  without  a  divistcn. 

Having,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  given  a  very 
full  detail  of  the  expedition  to  tiie  Scheldt,  and  its 
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consequences,  we*  come  now  to  the  discussion  of 
its  merits  in  parliament^  where  Lord  Portchester 
moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  miiustm» 
for  sending  the  fleet  and  army  to  Walcheren.  lie 
was  answered  by  Mr.  Croker,  but  not  to  the  con 
viction  of  the  house.  Ministers  did  not  shiiiJc 
from  an  inquiry ;  they  only  asked  for  time  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  documents.  Gieneral  (xrosvenor 
and  Sir  Home  Popham,  who  were  both  employed 
in  the  expedition,  voted  for  the  inquiry,  which  was 
carried,  and  fixed  for  the  2d  of  February. 

It  was  on  this  occasion,  that  the  house  of  com- 
mons shewed  itself  the  true  Mend  and  guardian  of 
the  navy.  In  the  early  part  of  the  inquiry  it  ap- 
peared, that  a  statement  of  the  Walcheren  expedi* 
tion  had  been  privately  given  to  the  King  by  the 
£arl  of  Chatham.  This  document  was  supposed 
by  many  to  contain  unjustifiable  insinuations 
against  the  character  and  conduct  of  Sir  Richard 
Strachan,  with  a  view  to  injure  him  in  the  estima* 
tion  of  his  Sovereign.  Had  we  been  of  this  opi- 
nion, we  should  have  concurred  in  the  heavy  cen- 
sure which  was  cast  upon  Lord  Chatham  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  nation ;  but  as  we  are  con- 
vinced that  the  noble  writer  anticipated  the  pub- 

licity  of  the  paper  at  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
we  are  disposed  to  view  it  with  more  indulgence. 
The  part  of  the  transaction  most  to  be  regretted, 
was  the  irregular  and  unofficial  manner  in  which 
the  document  came  into  the  royal  hands.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  parhament,  which,  adopting 
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the  mild  amendmeat  df  Mr.  CanmQg>  came  to  thQ 
following  resolution : 

That  this  bouse  sees  with  couceni  the  £ari  of  Cliatbam,  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  the  expedition  to  the 
Scheldt,  shookl  hmwt  been  induced  to  ptesenC  a  narrative  to  his 
Majesty  of  procccdiogSy  in  wbich  the  name  of  an  officer  who 
assisted  in  that  service  ifas  contained,  without  conveying  it 
through  the  hands  of  the  responsible  servants  of  the  crown ; 
and  that  such  conduct  ought  to  be  narlied  by  the  house  as 
dangerous  and  pernicious  to  the  crown. 

This  digcuasion  ended  on  the  5th  of  Majrch,  and 

on  the  7th,  Mr.  Croker  presented  to  the  house  the 
narrative  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  which,  being  a 
general  statement  of  the  facts  already  detailed^  we 
shall  omit  to  copy.* 

Afker  having  listened  with  the  greatest  attention 
to  the  vast  body  of  evidence  adduced,  the  house 
of  commons*  on  the  30th  of  March,  unanimously 
resolved,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  that  house  that 
any  blame  whatever  was  imputable  to  the  army  or 
navy,  in  the  execution  of  their  instructions  relative 
to  the  military  and  naval  operations  in  the  Scheldt 
The  conduct  of  ministers,  with  regard  to  the  policy 
of  the  expedition,  was  approved;  as  also  their 
temporary  retention  of  the  island  of  Walcheren, 
aft^  the  fever  had  broken  out,  and  aft^  the  peace 
was  concluded  between  Fkance  and  Austria. 

During  the  inquiry,  Mr.  Yorke  enforced  the 
standing  order  of  the  house  for  the  exclusion  uf 
strangers  from  the  gallery.   Mr.  Gale  Jones,  as 

*  See  that,  and  other  ioiportaut  docuoieats,  in  Naval  Cliru- 
nide,  for  1810. 
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{msident  of  a  debating  club,  obose  to  indulge  him- 
self in  some  remarks  on  the  occasiont  which  so 
displeased  the  house,  that  he  was  committed  lo 
Newgate.  Sir  Francis  liurdett  contended,  that  iu 
taking  this  step,  the  partiament  had  exceeded  its 
authority,  and  moved  for  the  liberation  of  Gale 
Jones.  The  motion  being  negatived.  Sir  Francis 
addressed  a  letter  to  his  constituents,  denying  the 
right  of  the  house  of  commons  to  imprison  the  peo- 
ple of  £ngiand*  This  letter  being  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  parliament,  caused  the  com* 
mittal  of  its  author  to  the  Tower. 

The  ministry  had  undergone  seme  changes.  Ifr. 
Percival  succeeded  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as  first 
loidof  the  treasury  and  prime  mmister.  TheMar- 
quis  Wellesley  became  i^retary  of  state  for  foreign 
affiurs.  Lord  Liverpool  bad  the  war  departssentf 
and  llir.  Ryder  the  home. 

In  the  month  of  May,  Lord  Mulgrave  quitted 
die  admiralty^and  went  to  the  head  of  theondnanQS» 
being  succeeded  in  his  office  by  the  Right  Honour- 
ableChailesYorke.  This  was  a  change  only  amoog 
menof  the  same  party;  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt  stiO 
held  the  government ;  but  it  was  observied,  that 
a  WW  energy  WIS  inAised  inilo  our  oonncBa.  The 

recent  voyage  and  return  of  the  .Marquis  of  Wdr 
Issley  from  Spain,  had  given  a  clearer  insi^pht  into 
the  affidrs  of  ike  Peninsula;  whereas  his  pred^ 
cesser  m  office  had  trusted  to  agents,  by  whom 
he  had  been  grossly  deceived.  Lord  Wellestey 
had  not  only  met  and  freely  eouversed  with  hi* 
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brother,  Sir  Arthur,  but  had  gone  on  to  Seville, 
wtiere  he  iiad  held  for  throe  months  the  most  inti- 
mate commntiication  with  the  heads  of  the  provi- 
sional government.  With  these  advantages,  it  is 
no  tvonder  that  the  administratioii  was  enalUed  to 

counteract  the  schemes  of  Napoleon.    The  most 

unbounded  confidence  was  placed  in  the  Bhtish 
general  $  and  supplies  of  mea^  tnonc^jr,  and  stores, 
were  forwarded  to  Spain,  equal  to  the  utmost 
dcwands  of  th^aitty. 

TmiUe  reverses  had  in  the  mean  time  over* 
whelmed  that  unhappy  country^   The  Marquis  of 
.  WeUedey  had  aoarcely  quitted  the  harbomr  of  Cti^ 

dii,  when  the  fatal  battle  of  Ocana,  fonght  On  the 
19th  of  November,  destroyed  an  army  itf  fifty 
thousand  men,  many  of  whom  were  kalli9d>  and  the 
others  dispersed  and  disbanded.  The  French 
pflssed  tiie  Sierra  iHoifemf  and  overran  all  tke 
southern  provinces.  General  Sebastiani  took  Gre- 
nada, and  marched  on  Malaga;  wUch^  though  most 
vdiaiitly  defended,  was  at  length  takeft{  «em1  the 
communication  coastwise  was  cut  oflf  between 
the  eastern  and  western  provinees.  49ev%Ue  vm^ 
rendered  to  General  V4elor,  on  the  Vet^  FMbramy, 
1810;  8^  the  junta  fled  to  Cadiz,  whither  they 
hSBd  previously  dispatdied  thcar  nmt  nrahmbie  ef- 
fects. Many  mein]:>ers  of  that  body  were  strongly 
suspected  of  tireaohery ;  and  this  suspicion  reoeived 
itB  Oonftrmation,  on  their  refusing  to -admit  Britudi 
troops  into  Cadiz,  after  the  retreat  of  Sir  John 
Moof6.   The  excuse  made  on  the  occasion,  ww 
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''the  necessity  of  respecting  the  public  opinion 

That  opinion  we  have  proved  to  have  been  enthu- 
siastically fietvourable  to  England.  Sir  John  Cope 
Sherbrooke,  who  with  a  considerable  force  was 
marching  from  Lisbon  to  Cadiz,  was  counter- 
manded ;  and  it  was  determined,  that  the  English 
troops  who  might  disembark  in  the  bay,  should  be 
posted  at  San  Lucar  and  Port  St.  Mary's.  Two 
English  regiments  were  at  length  admitted  into 
Cadiz ;  and  Mr.  Frere  at  the  same  time  was  com- 
manded by  his  Majesty,  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
our  being  put  in  possession  of  a  strong  place  on 
the  coasts  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  supplies 
and  reinforcements,  or  as  a  place  of  retreat  in  case 
of  necessity ;  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  should 
this  be  denied,  his  Britannic  Majesty  was  deter* 
nuued  to  withdraw  his  troops  liom  the  Peninsula, 
and  leave  the  Spaniards  to  their  own  exertions. 
The  different  conduct  of  Portugal,  her  reliance  on 
t>ur  faith»  and  its  good  elfects,  were  pomted  out 
to  these  degenerate  and  cowardly  senators,  whose 
object  in  tlying  to  the  sea-coast,  wa^  at  once  to 
secure  their  own  personal  safety,  and  deliver  up 
their  strongest  fortress  and  best  sea- port  to  the 
enemies  of  their  country  aud  of  the  human  race. 
Spain  had  then  been  lost  but  for  the  rapid,  vigor- 
ous, and  unexpected  march  of  the  Duke  of  Albu- 
querque, the  worthy  companion  of  the  brave  Ro* 
maua.  This  faithful  friend  to  his  betrayed  country 
fled  to  preserve  her  last  hope,  and  with  ten  thou- 
sand men  threw  himself  into  Cadiz :  the  masteriy 
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::>troke  was  the  more  to  be  applauded,  as  Castanos, 
who  suspected  the  jutita»  had  apprized  the  Duke 
of  their  designs.  Albuquerque  was  quite  convinced 
of  their  treachery,  when  he  received  orders  to 
inarch  with  his  army  in  an  opposite  direction. 
Disregarding  their  orders,  he  directed  his  course 
to  Cadiz,  which  he  entered  on  the  3d  of  February, 
only  in  time  to  save  it  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  Marshal  Soult^  who,  with  a  powerful  army,  had 
nearly  completed  its  investment.  On  the  6th,  the 
French  occupied  St.  Mary's,  Rota,  Puerta  Real, 
Chiclana,  and  Medina  Sidonia:  King  Joseph  had 
his  head-quarters  at  Port  St.  Mary's.  Joseph, 
whose  only  &ult  or  misfortune  seems  to  have  been 

the  family  connexion  which  raised  him  to  a  throne 
he  was  incapable  of  Ming,  was  really  a  good  man. 
The  miserable  aristocracy  of  Spain  caused  him 
to  be  represented  on  medals  as  a  drunkard,  with 
a  bottle  suspended  to  his  lips.  There  is  no  crime 
the  Spaniards  hold  in  greater  abhorrence;  and 
therefore  cast  the  unmerited  stigma  on  their  in* 
trusive  king,  whose  armies  they  dared  not  meet  in 
the  field. 

The  troops  on  the  Isle  of  Leon  consisted  at  this 

time  of  eighteen  thousand  men,  oi' which  four  thou- 
sand were  English,  under  the  command  of  General 
Graham  (now  Lord  Lynedoch),  and  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  Portuguese.  The  allies  having,  by 
a  change  of  measures,  obtained  permission  to  shed 
their  blood  in  defence  of  Spain  and  its  unworthy 
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government,  soon  after  marched,  and  encamped  cm 

the  plaius  to  the  southward  of  the  city. 

The  accompanymg  map  will  shew  the  poaitims 
of  the  army  of  the  enemy,  of  the  British  squadron, 
and  the  celebrated  fortreas  of  Cadia,  aituated  on 
the  iaie  of  Le(m»  at  the  extremity  of  what  was  once 
a  pemnsula^.  but  which  the  labour  and  ^rt  of  man 
have  long  since  ooniverted  into  another  island*  A 
deep  ditch,  two  hundred  feet  wide,  navigable  for 
gim-boats  and  imall  traders,  divides  the  city  from 
the  sandy  isthmus  and  marsh  on  the  south  side. 
The  bridges  over  this  inlet  were  destroyed  the  mo- 
ment the  troops  had  entered  the  town,  and  heavy 
artillery  placed  to  defend  the  passes;  the  Spaniards 
alone  forming  the  gairisea  of  CadiZn  while  the  al- 
lies defended  the  outposts. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  Marshal  Soult  sum* 
moned  the  place  to  surrender:  Albuquinrqne  re- 
fused with  indignation*  Joseph,  at  the  same  time, 
sent  a  similar  measags  to  the  junta,  which  that 

Vile  assembly  would  no  doubt  have  complied  with, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  watchful  fidelity  ^  tl^ 
noble  Albuquerque. 

Of  the  services  of  this  hero,  the  council  within 
the  walls  of  Cadis  (styled  the  provinonal  govern- 
ment), contrived  to  rid  themselves,  by  sending 
him  in  honourable  exile  as  ambassador  Sgig* 
land.  In  'London,  Albuquerque  published  a  d^- 
fence  of  his  conduct,  which  of  course  gave  great 
ofience  to  the  junta,  who  mote  Um  a  letter  titt 
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of  rancorous  abuse,  and  cited  him  to  appear  before 
the  cortez. 

That  aasembly,  speaking  the  voice  of  true  pa- 

triotism»  pronounced  his  acquittal,  declaring  that 
he  bad  deterred  well  of  his  country*  particularly 
for  saving  Cadiz.  Unfortonately,  this  act  <^ justice 
came  too  late  to  save  the  victim  of  covrardice  and 
treachery.  The  noble  AUiuquerque  received  the 
infamous  letter  of  the  junta  before  the  approval  of 
the  cortez  reached  him.  The  first  came  by  the 
two-penny  post,  with  the  seal  hreken;  and  the 
spirit  of  the  hero  sank  under  it :  four  days  he  de- 
voted himself  to  answering  the  paper  which  he 
Oli^ht  to  have  consigned  to  the  flames.  The  effort 
was  fiitai,  producing  a  brain  fever,  which  ended  in 
death  on  the  fifth  day.  Thus  perished  (except 
Romana),  we  liad  almost  said,  "  the  last  of  the 
Spaniarda.''  The  hiatiury  of  this  much  injured 
nobleman  is  so  connected  with  the  siege  of  Ca- 
diz* of  which  we  are  to  speak,  as  to  demand  a 
place  in  the  Naval  History  of  England. 

While  our  armies  were  occupied  in  the  Penin- 
Sttla,  Napoleon  had  been  employed  in  strengthen* 
ing  his  alliance  with  fiNreign  powers.  No  divine 
or  human  institution  ever  obstructed  his  pro> 
gress.  The  Empress  Joaephine  was  stiU  living, 

but  not  having  produced  an  heir  to  his  throne, 
it  was  thought  tighJL  to  repudiate  her»  iind  seek 
an  alliance  with  the  Emperor  of  Aus^bna,  whose 
daughter,  Maria  Louisa,  consented  to  become  his 
wife.   They  were  married  in  the  month  of  March, 


Digitized  by  Google 


416  2^TATE  or  EUKOPE.  [1810. 

and  by  their  union  the  power  of  France  was  in- 
creased to  aa  alanniDg  degree;  still  more  so,  when, 
on  the  1st  of  July  following,  the  king  of  Holland, 
the  iuoffensive  Louis,  was  desired  to  abdicate  a 
throne,  on  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  consi- 
dered with  too  much  attention  the  true  interests 
of  his  subjects,  and  to  have  been  rather  more  £31- 
vourable  to  the  English  than  the  temper  of  the 
tyrant  could  endure. 

Previously  to  this  alteration  in  the  government 
oi  iioilaud,  an  attempt  was  made  by  Bonaparte 
to  induce  the  British  government  to  abrogate  the 
orders  in  council.  Monsieur  La  Bouchere,  a  Dutch 
agent,  was  sent  over  to  inform  the  British  minister, 
that  the  union  of  France  and  Holland  might  be 
averted  by  such  a  concession ;  but  this  gentleman 
received  such  an  answer  firom  Lord  WeUesley»  as 

left  liim  no  hope  of  obtaininor  the  object  of  his 
mission.  His  Lordship  informed  tiim  with  a  be- 
coming dignity,  that  it  would  not  be  convenient 
for  England  to  rescind  her  orders  of  reprisal,  as 
soon  as  the  cause  which  provoked  them  had 
ceased.  Stung  to  the  soul  (as  was  no  doubt  his 
insolent  master,  by  this  complete  triumph  of  Eng- 
land over  his  boasted  blockade),  Monsieur  La 
Bouchere,  in  his  **  Compte  Rendu,"  dated  Fe- 
bruary 18th,  ISIO,  thus  deplores  the  firmness  and 
perseverance  of  our  government:  "No  hopes  of 
a  change  or  relaxation  in  this  system,  but  in  a 
change  of  ministry."  Napoleon,  heartily  tired  of 
his  Berlin  decree,  wished  to  repeal  it,  and  sup- 
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posed  the  orders  in  council  would  be  rescinded 
«6  a  matter  of  course. 

The  disputes  with  the  ITcited  States  of  America 
became  every  day  more  complicated,  as  our  mi- 
nisters appeared  more  desirous  of  a  reconciliation. 
America  never  for  one  moment  abandoned  the 
claims  for  indemnity,  in  the  afiair  of  the  Leopard 
and  Chesapeake ;  to  this  no  objection  was  offered 
by  England^  provided  it  could  be  done  without 
giving  up  the  right  of  taking  British  seamen  wher- 
ever they  might  be  iound :  this  was  refused.  The 
Americans  claimed  the  entire  freedom  of  the  se^s ; 
a  just  claim,  no  doubt,  when  the  safety  of  England, 
and  her  very  existence,  were  not  involved  m  the 
concession.   Mr.  Erskine,  in  the  year  1809»  sup- 
posed he  had  received  certain  softened  intimations 
from  Mr.  Maddison,  and  his  friends,  which  he 
communicated  to  his  government.    These  were 
in  a  great  measure  confirmed  by  the-  American 
minister  at  the  court  of  London,  who  informed 
the  secretary  of  state,  that  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  the  capture  by  our  cruisers  of  American 
vessels  attempting  to  trade  with  France,  contrary 
to  the  prohibition,  which,  on  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  council,  would  still  remain  in  force 
against  that  country.    The  British  government 
concluding,  that  every  thing  would  be  definitively 
settled,  our  ports  were  immediately  filled  with 
American  merchantmen,  trading  under  the  most 
liberal  indulgences. 

VOL.  IV.  2  £ 
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Two  letters  of  instruction  were  sent  to  Mr. 

Erskme;  the  first,  ou  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, stated  dearly  and  distinctly  the  terms 
to  be  stipulated  on  both  sides:  Ae  second  was 
conditional,  and  on  these  lettei'S,  it  would  ap- 
pear, a  misunderstanding  arose.  Mr.  Erskine 
was  recalled,  as  having  exceeded  the  powers 
with  which  he  was  intrusted  (eager,  no  doubt, 
to  be  the  instrument  of  a  reconciliation  between 
the  two  nations),  by  granting  indulgences  not 
intended  by  his  goyemment;  and  the  Ameri- 
cans accused  us  of  a  want  of  sincerity,  a  charge 
which  we  might  have  retorted  with  too  much 
justice.  The  offer  made  by  his  Majesty  to  restore 
the  men  (not  executed)  taken  out  of  the  Cbesa* 
peake,  and  to  settle  a  pension  on  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  that  fell,  was  of  course  withdrawn, 
and  more  hostile  feehngs  were  engendered.  Mr. 
Jackson,  our  minister  in  the  United  States,  was 
recalled,  in  consequence  of  an  alleged  otTence  com* 
mitted  by  him  against  their  government.  In  taking 
this  step,  the  Marquis  W  eiiesley  desired  the  Ame- 
rican minister  to  observe,  that  although  his  Majesty 
was  always  disposed  to  pay  the  utmost  attention 
to  the  wishes  and  sentiments  of  states  in  amity 
with  him,  and  bad  therefore  been  pleased  to  direct 
the  return  of  Mr.  Jackson  to  England,  his  Majesty 
had  not  marked  with  any  displeasure  the  conduct 
of  that  minister,  whose  mtegrity,  zeal,  and  ability, 
had  long  been  distinguished  in  his  Majesty's  ser* 
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sioQ  to  have  committed  any  mtentioDal  oSence 

^^inst  the  government  of  the  United  Sts^tes. 

'  Here  ended  the  tbiFd  negotiation  for  the  adjust- 
ment at"  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  Conceeisions 
were  found  unavailing ;  and  the  crisis  drew  nef^r, 
when  the  dispute  was  to  be  decided  by  the  oannon. 

Jhe  sudden  d§ath  of  the  Crown  Pvince  pf  Swe- 
den, in  the  month  of  August,  after  the  abdication 

of  his  lalher,  filled  Europe  with  suspicions,  and 
revived  the  memory  of  the  murders  of  Wright 
and  DXnghien.  The  hand  of  Napoleon,  (}athed 
in  so  much  blood,  was  by  ipany  suspected  to  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  deed  still  more,  when  it 
was  followed  by  the  death  of  the  innocent  Count 
Ferzen,  the  high  marshal  of  Sweden  (wbp»  at  the 
funeral  of  theyouiv^  prince,  was  torn  in  pieces  by 
the  mob),  and  the  election  of  a  French  gener^  to 
the  dignity  of  Crown  prince. 

The  elevation  of  General  Bernadotte  to  the 
rank  of  prince  royal,  wsu^  followed  by  a  declaration 
pf  war  by  Sweden  against  Engfland,  dated  the  19th 
of  November,  iSlO;  but  the  prudence  and  fore- 
sight pf  Sir  James  Saumarez  prevented  any  acts 
of  aggression  on  either  side,  converted  the  enmity 
pf  Sweden  to  friendship,  and  were  the  meanf  of 
bringing,  not  only  the  Duke  of  Sndermania,  but 
also  the  Emperor  Alexander,  to  join  the  coalition 
against  France.  The  unfortunate  Gustavus  came 
tp  Bngland,  and  remained  till  iMiuch  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  he  departed  for  the  continent, 

2  e2 


Digitized  h'  C^oogle 


420  STATB  OF  BUROPB.  [1810. 

regretted,  pitied,  aod  admired.  His  unworthy 
subjects,  who  could  witness  bis  abdication  with- 
out a  struggle,  and  exclude  his  second  son,  the 
descendant  of  the  great  Gustavus,  from  his  in- 
heritance^ became  from  that  time  the  scorn  of 
Europe. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1810,  a  treaty  of 

friendship  and  alliance  was  signed  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
by  Lord  Strangford,  between  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  all  our  former  amicable  rela- 
tions renewed  with  Portugal,  both  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  and  in  America.  (See  this  treaty 
at  .  length.  Naval  Chronicle,  1811,  part  i.  p.  238). 

After  the  British  expedition  to  the  Dardanelles, 
Turkey  became  a  prey  to  military  discord.  The 
Sultan  whO'had  succeeded  the  unfortunate  Selim» 
in  June,  1807>  bad  been  deposed,  and  a  new  one 
chosen,  whose  popularity  was  equally  transient, 
and  his  murder  by  the  Janissaries,  or  by  the  Grand 
Vizier,  at  their  instigation,  made  way  for  another 
victim  to  mount  the  throne.  Such  was  the  state 
of  Constantinople  during  the  two  years  that  suc- 
ceeded our  visit  to  that  capital,  and  it  is  hard 
to  say  whether  we  were  at  peace  or  war  with  the 
Sublime  Porte.  We  have  no  record  of  any  further 
act  of  hostility  towards  England,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Turks  and  Russians  continued  the 
most  sanguinary  war  against  each  other. 

Denmark  continued  her  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  which  the  English  writers  of  the  day 
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have  tenned  piracy.  We  cannot  agree  in  thia  sen- 
tence: her  causes  of  hostility  were  as  vaUd  at  least 
as  our  own;  she  had  been  spoiled  of  her  navy,  and 
-was  no  longer  a  maritime  power.  This,  though  on 
our  part  an  act  of  self-defence,  entitled  her  to  make 
reprisals,  and  we  could  have  no  right  to  complain 
of  the  consequences.  The  war  was  now  ragmg 
with  renovated  flames*  firom  one  extremity,  of 
Europe  to  the  other.  The  northern  powers  united 
against  England  in  the  Baltic.  The  Turks  fero- 
ciously attacked  the  Russians  in  the  Black  Sea, 
while  their  armies  contended  against  them  with 
doubtful  success  on  the  Danube.  Joachim  (Murat) 
king  of  Naples,  prepared  a  mighty  flotilla,  and  an 
army  of  forty  thousand  men,  on  the  coast  of  Cala- 
bria, to  invade  Sicily;  but  he  was  met  by  English- 
men, who  soon  taught  him  to  keep  within  the 
limits  of  his  continental  dominions. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  had  in  November,  1809, 
returned  from  Spain,  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  disposition  of  the  Spaniards.  On  one  point, 
alone,  he  was  ignorant.  Ferdjnand  VII.  having 
long  before  the  arrival  of  the  British  ambassador 
at  Cadiz,  thrown  himself  a  willing  victim  into  the 
arms  of  Napoleon  and  his  treacherous  generals, 
was  hurried  away  captive  to  Valan^ay.  Upon  the 
character  and  talents  of  this  prmce,  therefore,  the 
Marquis  had  not  the  means  of  exercising  his  own 
judgment;  but  trusting  to  the  '  vox  populi,'  he  very 
naturally  concluded  that  no  event  would  be  more 
acceptable  to  them^  than  the  arrival  of  their  king. 
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The  national  song*  com|}Osed  at  this  period 

burdened  in  every  couplet  with  the  n&me  of 
Fernando^  irequendy  asBOcialed  with  that  of  hift 
gracious  Majesty  King  George  III.  and  they  itt- 
Tolied  the  aid  of  Heaven,  a&d  Eugiatid,  ibr  the  re- 
stolratioii  of  their  beloved  motiaith,  at  whd«e  pre- 
aence  discord^  war,  and  famine^  were  fondly  ex^ 
pected  to  cease.  ''The  BritiBh  cabinet,"  isays 
the  unfortunate  Baron  de  Kolli,*  Melt  the  close 
coauexicMi  between  the  salvation  of  bpain  and  the 
liberation  of  the  king.** 

Lord  Wellesley  having  nn parted  his  sentiments 
to  his  Majesty  and  the  cabinet,  tho  release  of 
Ferdinand  was  determined  on.  The  Baron  de 
Kolliy  an  intrepid  and  enterprising  foreigner,  being 
honoufed  with  the  confidence  of  the  British 
vernment,  was  furnished  with  a  letter  from  the 
king  of  England^  written  in  Latin,  And  addressed 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  signed  by  George  III.  and 
countersigned  by  the  Marquis  of  Wdiesiey. 

To  this  letter  was  added  another,  written  in 
the  same  language,  and  addressed  by  Charles  IV. 
in  1802,  to  his  Britannic  Majesty.  We  are  left  in 
some  doubt  whether  the  original  letter,  or  only  a 
cOpy#  was  intrusted  to  the  Baron,  as  a  proof  of 
the  redity  of  his  mission,  the  Baron,  in  his  me- 
moir, bavmg  headed  this  document  with  the  word 

Copy/'  and  concluding  it  with  a  certificate  firom 
the  Marquis  Wellesley,  certifying  that  it  was  the 

*  See  his  Memoirs,  p.  2T  ;  a  book  worthy  ot  aU€Ulion  as  to 
historical  documctit,  though  vcty  ill  wriUeu. 
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identical  letter  written  by  the  king  of  Spain:  this, 
however,  was  a  matter  of  little  importance,  since, 
real  or  fictitious,  it  was  very  soon  m  the  hands  of 
Fouche  and  his  active  police. 

Early  in  Febmary,  Captain  Cockbum  was  ap. 
pointed  to  the  command  of  the  Implacable,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  with  a  frigate,  and  two  small 
vessels  under  his  orders.  He  was  directed  to  re- 
ceive the  Baron  de  KoUi  and  his  friend  on  board, 
and  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  his  orders, 
which  were  to  land  him  in  Quiberon  bay,  and  to 
await  his  return,  and  that  of  Ferdinand,  to  the 
sea-shore.  Jewellery  to  the  amount  oi  £10,000 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Cockbum, 
who,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Westphal,  the 
first  lieutenant,  and  the  Baron  himself,  sewed  them 
up  in  the  dresses  of  the  latter.  The  Implacable 
sailed  from  S pithead  early  in  March,  and  reaching 
Quiberon  bay  on  the  6tb,  the  Baron  was  landed 
on  the  night  of  the  7th,  by  Mr.  Westphal,  who  left 
the  Implacable,  after  dark,  in  a  gale  of  wind 
blowing  on  shore,  and  a  considerable  sea  running, 

so  that  the  boat  had  great  difhculty  in  returning 
to  the  ship.  The  spot  chosen  to  disembark  was 
under  the  convent  of  St.  Oildas,  celebrated  for  the 
seclusion  of  Abelard.  It  was  most  particularly  en- 
joined upon  the  Baron,  by  Captain  Cockbum,  that 
he  should  not  go  to  Paris :  there  could  be  no  reason 
why  he  should  have  gone;  and  his  disobedience  of 
this  injunction  was  the  most  probable  cause  of  his 
failure.  His  friend  Albert,  who  accompanied  him. 
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whos^  nerves  were  none  of  the  strongest,  has 
been  accused  of  betraying  him*   A  Monsieur 

Ferriet  was  also  most  mcautiously  admitted  by  the 
Baron  to  his  confidence:  a  secret  intrusted  to 
three  people  is  seldom  a  secret  long.  The  Baron, 
whose  papers  were  admirably  well  executed,  might 
have  reached  Valan^ay  in  safety ;  but  he  chose  to 
take  a  lodging  at  the  village,  or  wood  of  Vincennes, 
and  in  the  castle  of  that  name  he  was  very  shortly 

a  state  prisoner,  bis  papers  and  jewels  confided  to 
the  minister  of  police,  the  acute  Fouche. 

It  was  pretended  by  this  ministerthat  Ferdinand 
had  himself  denounced  his  intended  liberator. 
This,  if  true,  we  should  not  have  been  surprised 
at,  but  as  it  rests  on  the  assertion  of  one  not  over 
scrupulous  in  matters  of  policy,  we  hesitate  in 
giving  our  belief. 

Captain  Cockburn  having  continued  in  Quiberon 
bay  until  he  learnt  the  detection  of  KoUi,  and  the 
abortion  of  the  scheme,  returned  to  Spithead, 
where,  on  his  arrival,  the  officers  of  the  ship  learnt 
what  had  been  the  object  of  their  mission,  a  proof, 
certainly,  that  the  Baron  had  not  been  betrayed 
by  any  one  on  board  the  Implacable.  His  Majesty 
Cleorge  III.  was  pleased  to  express  himself  highly 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Captain  Cockburn  on 
this  occasion. 

It  was  not  till  1814,  when  the  allies  entered 
Paris,  that  the  imfortunate  Baron  was  released 
from  the  horrible  confinement  and  unnecessary 
severities  of  the  Donjon  of  Vincennes. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1«I0.]  CHANNBI>  425 

This  year  affords  ua  little  of  national  import- 
ance the  Chauoel  and  IN  orth  Seas,  although  some 
good  actions  were  fought  by  the  sloops  of  ¥W. 
Captain  Christopher  Bell,  of  the  Phipps  schooner, 
distinguished  himself  by  the  chase  of  a  very 
superior  force,  dose  under  the  batteries  of  Calais: 
havmg  singled  out  an  adversary  worthy  of  his 
notice  from  among  a  little  squadron  of  luggers, 
and  laying  her  alongside,  he  engaged  her,  till  the 
enemy  attempted  to  get  on  shore,  which  Captain 
Bell  prevented  by  running  her  on  board,  when 
Lieutenant  Tryon  headed  a  party  and  carried  her.  ' 
She  was  called  Le  Barbier  de  Seville,  mounted 
Sixteen  guns,  and  had  sixty  men,  of  whom  six 
were  killed  and  eleven  wounded.  The  vessel  sank 
immediately  after  the  action.  Captain  Bell  was 
promoted  to  post  rank  for  his  gallantry,  but  the 
noble  young  Tryon  died  of  his  woimds. 

Captain  James  Anderson,  of  the  Rinaldo,  a  small 
brig  of  ten  guns,  engaged  four  lugger  privateers  of 
sixteen  guns  each,  sank  one,  and  disabled  another; 
but  they  all  (except  the  first)  escaped,  as  the 
Rinaldo,  in  the  heat  of  action,  got  foul  of  the 
Owers  light  vessel.  Captain  Anderson  was  some 
time  after  promoted.  ^ 

Captain  Booty  Harvey,  in  the  Rosario,  a  brig 
of  the  same  class  as  the  Rinaldo,  fought  an  action 
off  Dungraess,  with  two  luggers,  one  of  which  he 
captured,  the  other  escaped.  The  prize  was  called 
Le  Mamelouck,  mounted  sixteen  guns^  and  had 
forty-five  men. 
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Captaio  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  commftndiiig  the 
squadroa  in  Basque  Roads,  in  the  .month  oi 
January,  entirely  stopped  the  coasting  trade  of 
the  enemy  by  bis  vigilance,  and  the  gallantry 
6f  his  squadron.   Two  convoys  were  intercepted 

by  the  boats  of  the  Christian  the  Seventh  and  Ar- 
mide,  led  by  Lieutenant  Guion.  On  the  10th  six 
vessels  were  driven  on  shore,  and  burnt ;  and  on 
the  20th>  the  same  number,  all  deeply  laden  with 
Wine,  brandy,  and  other  merchandise,  were  also 
destroyed. 

Captain  George  Scott,  in  the  Horatio,  whom  we 

have  seen  engaging  La  Junon  in  the  West  Indies, 
was  so  fortunate  on  the  21st  of  February  as  to  tail 
in  with  a  French  frigate,  which  he  chased  and  cap* 
tured  after  a  smart  running  action  of  one  hour.  She 
was  called  La  Necessity,  pierced  for  forty,  but 
mounting  only  twenty-eight  guns,  and  having 
one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  Captain  Wolfe,  of 
L'Aigle,  of  thirty-six  guns,  captured,  after  a  chase 
of  thirteen  hours,  the  French  privateer  Phcenix,  of 
eighteen  long  English  eighteen  pounders*  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men. 

Lord  Gambier  continued  in  the  command  of  the 
Channel  fleet,  but  resided  in  London,  whence  he 
dated  his  letters  to  the  secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 
ReaiMtdmiral  Sir  Harry  Neale,  being  second  in 
command,  had  his  flag  in  the  Caledonia,  m  Basque 
Roads,  and  conducted  the  blockade  of  the  French 
ports!  as  the  enemy  afforded  no  opportunity  of 
bringing  their  ships  to  action,  he  contented  him- 


« 


Digitized  by 


UlO.]  CHANNEL.  427 

self  With  stopping  the  trade  of  the  coast,  between 
Ttochelle  And  Isle  d'Aist.  Three  brigs  lay  at  an^ 
chor  under  the  guns  of  Point  du  Ch€ ;  these  had 
formed  part  of  a  oomroy^  which  a  few  days  before 
had  been  attacked  by  our  boats,  and  as  some  of 
them  had  been  boarded  and  destroyed^  it  was  dia^ 
covered  that  the  whole  were  laden  with 
ment  stores,  for  their  fleets  and  dock-yards.  The 
position  of  these  vessela  was  strongly  defended, 

and  as  resolutely  attacked.  Captain  Sherman,  of 
the  royal  marines  of  the  Caiedouiai  was  landed 
vith  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  his  corps,  from 
that  ship  and  the  Valiant,  about  half-past  two  in 
the  morning  of  the  28th  of  September,  under  Point 
du  Ch6,  The  alarm  was  soon  given,  and  a  heavy 
^fire  opened  on  the  invaders,  but  ineffectually. 
Lieutenant  Little,  of  the  marine  artillery,  with  his 
division,  pressed  on  with  the  bayonet,  supported 
by  Captain  M'Lauchlan  and  Lientenant  Colter,  of 
the  marines,  with  their  division,  and  Lieutenant 
Gouche^  of  the  Caledonia.  These  officers  suc«- 
ceeded  in  getting  into  the  battery,  and  spiking 
the  guns.  Captain  Sherman  had  taken  post  on 
the  main  road  by  the  sea-side,  fronting  the  village 
of  AngoUn,  and  bad  on  his  right  a  launch^  with  an 
tighteen^ponnd  carronade.  The  enemy  advanced 

from  the  villag^e  to  attack  him,  but  the  boat  and 
the  marines  soon  drove  them  back,  with  loss.  The 
French  then  brought  out  a  field-piece,  but  the 
picquet  immediately  charged  with  the  bayonet^ 
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and  took  it  from  them,  and  the  afiair  ended  by  two 

of  the  brigs  being  taken,  and  brought  out,  and  the 
third  set  on  fire  and  destroyed.  The  whole  party 

was  immediately  re -embarked  in  the  most  perfect 
order,  having  Lieutenant  Little  and  one  man 
wounded.  The  enemy  left  fourteen  dead  in  the 
battery:  what  other  loss  they  sustained  from 
Captain  Sherman's  attack  was  not  known.  Sir 
Harry  very  justly  observes,  in  his  dispatch,  that 
the  service  of  itself  was  of  little  importance,  but 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  executed  gfave  it  all 
its  value.  The  force  employed  was  exactly  com- 
mensurate to  the  object;  the  combination  was 
masterly ;  aud  the  whole  worthy  of  imitation. 

In  the  month  of  November,  18I0>  Captain  Grant, 
in  the  Diana,  of  thirty- eight  guns,  was  stationed  to 
watch  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  in  which  two  of 
the  enemy's  frigates  had  taken  up  their  anchorage. 
These  vessels,  bound  on  a  cruise  which  promised 
great  advantages,  anxiously  watched  the  moment  to 
escape,  and  sailed  from  Havre  in  the  night  of  the 
12 thy  with  a  strong  gale  at  N.  £.  and  consequently 
a  heavy  sea  npon  the  coast.  Captain  Grant,  keep- 
ing close  in  with  Cape  La  Heve,  was  perfectly 
certain  that  with  a  iisur  wind  and  smooth  water 

the  enemy  would  not  sail ;  at  the  same  time  thought  . 
it  possible  they  might  make  the  attempt  when  the 
wind  and  weather  should  compel  the  British  fri- 
gates to  keep  a  better  ofiing.    This  opinion  was 
correct :  they  came  out  in  the  night ;  and  at  half- 
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past  twelve,  the  Diana  was  between  them  and  the 
land.  The  wind  backed  to  north  by  east,  and 
prevented  their  weathering  Cape  Barfleur.  The 
Diana  and  Miobe  gave  them  two  broadsides^  before 
they  could  gain  the  protection  of  the  batteries  of 
Marcou,  under  which  they  fled,  pursued  by  the 
British  ships,  with  a  heavy  sea,  and  strong  .flood 
tide.  The  enemy  for  a  time  eluded  farther  mo- 
lesiation,  and  on  the  same  day  got  into  La  Hogue 
roads.  Captain  Grant  watched  their  motions, 
and  sent  Captain  Loring,  in  the  Niobe,  to  acquamt 
Captain  Malcolm,  of  the  Donegal,  with  what  was 
passing,  in  the  mean  time  making  all  sail  into  the 
bay,  where  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  one  of 
the  French  irigates  on  shore,  and  the  other  close 
to  the  batteries  of  La  Hogue  andxTatihou  island, 
the  fire  from  which  was  so  heavy  as  to  arrest  for  a 
time  the  approach  of  the  Diana;  but  when  she  was 
joined  by  the  Donegal,  Revenge,  and  Niobe,  the  four 
ships  stood  in  by  turns,  and  poured  their  fire  upon 
her.  This  could  only  be  done  while  the  British 
ships  were  in  stays,  and  head  to  wind.  The  other 
ship  was  finally  driven  on  shore,  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  bring  her  off.  The  loss  on  board  the 
Revenge  was  two  killed,  and  six  wounded ;  the 
Donegal  had  three  wounded ;  the  Niobe,  nme;  the 
Diana,  one.  These  frigates,  if  not  totally  lost, 
were  completely  disabled. 

Tarragona  beeame,  in  the  hands  of  the  loyal 
Spaniards,  a  post  of  importance  in  the  defence  of 
their  liberties*    It  is  a  sea-port  in  the  province  of 
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Catalooia,  where  General  O'Donnell  commanded 
tbe  Spanish  troops.  On  the  £th  of  I^ovember,  bQ 
quitted  that  town,  and  on  the  I3th  veached  Armn 
do  Mar,  where  he  fcil  on  the  French,  defeated 
tbom,  and  took  General  Swarty  and  five  hundred 

men  piisoners.  On  the  same  day  he  attacked  St. 
Felice^  Paiamos,  and  Bega,  which  he  took,  with 
one  thousand  four  hundred  prisoners,  and  some 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  returned  victorious  to  Tarr 
Tagonat  himself  severely  wounded.  This  rapid  and 
spirited  movement  cleared  the  coast  of  the  enemy 
from  Rosas  to  8t.  bebastian,  though  they  still  held 
the  Medas  Isluids.  Captain  Charles  Bullen,  of  the 
Volontaire,  who  was  present,  co-operated  with  the 
allies.  Had  the  Spanish  nation  been  allowed  to 
follow  the  impulse  of  its  energetic  spirit,  witfiout 
the  iuter/i^ence  of  their  own  miserable  government, 
the  nation  might  have  been  happy  and  prosperous; 

but  the  ways  of  Providence  are  inscrutable.  S})aiii 
may  be  now  receiving  in  retribution  the  horrors 
inflicted  on  America  by  the  infernal  Pi^arro  and 
Almagro,  or  those  more  recently  on  the  Low  Coun- 
tries by  the  cruel  Alva*  Q*Donnel,  after  this  ex- 
ploit, re-embarked  on  board  the  Cambrian,  a  Bri- 
tish frigaU^i  of  forty  guns,  in  which  he  had  sailed 
from  Tarragona.  This  ship,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain F.  W.  Fane,  rendered  great  service  to  the 
cause.  Captain  Fane  took  with  him  a  xebee,  widi 
sixty  Spanish  soldiers,  and  another  laden  with 
cannon,  fqr  the  purpose  oi  attackmg  the  castle  of 
Las  MedaSy  standing  on  one  of  the  small  islands  of 
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that  name,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ter, 
near  the  south  side  of  the  bay  of  Rosas.  This  bow- 
ever,  oa  nearer  iDspection,  was  found  impractica- 
ble; and  the  Cambnau  beiug  joined  by  the  Flora» 
a  Spanish  frigate,  the  two  ships  united  their  ma- 
rines, disembarked  near  Bes^a,  and  destroyed  a 
battery  of  four  tweuty*four  pounders^  made  thirty- 
six  prisoners  out  of  a  French  detachment,  and  again 
re-embarked.  On  the  14  th,  they  assisted  theSps^- 
niards  in  their  attack  on  Pdamos,  whw  the  launch 

of  the  Cambrian  was  sunk,  and  two  of  her  men 
wounded.  The  ir^eiush  position  was  carried,  the 
place  taken,  and  Captain  Fane  returned  to  Tarra^ 
gona. 

A  gallant  but  very  unfortunate  affiur  in  its  terr 

mination,  occurred  on  this  statioa  in  the  month  of 
December*  Captain  Rogers*  in  the  Keot»  seventy- 
four,  the  senior  officer  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Spain,  meditated  an  attack  on  the  town  and  small 
harbour  of  Palamos.  Fpr  this  purpose  he  landed 
a  body  of  nien,  consisting  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  seamen»  two  hundred  and  fifty  marines,  with 
two  field-pieces,  and  placed  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Fane»  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
the  Cambrian.  The  enemy*s  vessels  which  lay  in 
the  mole  consisted  of  a  French  national  ketch,  of 
fourteen  guns  and  sixty  men,  two  xebecs  of  three 

guns  each,  and  thirty  men,  and  eight  raerchant- 
vessels  under  their  convoy,  all  laden  with  provi- 
sions for  Barcelona.  The  batteries  which  pro- 
tected them  were  not  considerable ;  and  there  are 
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said  to  have  been  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 

French  soldiers  in  the  town. 

The  landing  took  place  on  the  Idth,  under  cover 
of  the  Sparrow-hawk  and  Minstrel  sloops,  without 
any  opposition.  The  mortar  which  they  found  wa& 
soon  spiked,  the  cannon  thrown  into  the  sea  from 
the  heights,  the  magazine  blown  up,  and  all  the 
vessels  except  two  burned  and  destroyed ;  those 
not  burned  were  brought  out.  Thus  far  all  had 
succeeded  with  the  loss  of  only  four  or  hve  men. 
Unfortunately  our  people  retired  in  some  disorder, 
from  a  post  which  they  held  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check;  advantage  was  taken  of  this,  they  were 
throvm  into  still  greater  confusion ;  and  instead  of 
repairing  by  the  proper  road  to  the  appointed 
place  of  embarkation,  where  the  frigate  and  sloops 
lay  to  cover  their  retreat,  they  ran  through  the 
town  towards  the  mole,  where  they  were  exposed 
to  a  severe  and  galling  fire  of  musketry,  nor 
could  the  utmost  exertions  and  coolness  of  the 
Captains  Fane,  Phngle,  and  Campbell,  entirely 
save  them.  The  former  of  these  officers  was  taken 
prisoner,  with  eighty-six  of  the  party;  besides 
thirty-three  killed,  and  eighty-nine  wounded.  This 
very  unfortunate  affair  was  attended  with  great  loss 
to  the  enemy,  who  bad  entered  Catalonia  with  an 
army  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  little  means  of  sub- 
sistence ;  and  Captam  Rogers  was  certainly  justi- 
fied in  using  every  means  in  his  power  to  annoy 
them.  In  consequence  of  this  accident,  Captain 
Bulien  was  appointed  to  the  Cambrian^ 
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Murat  made  demonstrations  of  attackmg  Sicily, 
which  was  defended  by  Sir  John  Stewart,  with  an 
army  of  British  and  foreign  troops. 

The  squadron  stationed  on  the  coast  was  com- 
manded by  Rear-admiral  (now  Sir  G.)  Martin,  and 
consisted  of  the  Canopus,  Spartan,  Success,  Vo- 
lage/  and  fispoir,  with  about  twelve  gun-boats. 
Tiie  enemy,  as  we  have  before  observed,  bad  forty 
thousand  men  in  Calabria,  two  hundred  and  eight 
gun-boats,  besides  innumerable  fishing-boats  kept 
in  requisition  on  every  part  of  the  coast,  between 
Naples  and  Reggio ;  these  were  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  embarking  troops. 

They  had  also  a  >squadron  at  Naples,  kept  in 

readiness  to  co-operate  with  the  expedition:  daily 
skirmishes  took  place  between  the  contending  flo- 
tillas, in  the  straits  of  Messina.  The  Spartan  and 
Success  were  stationed  off  the  bay  of  Naples  to 
counteract  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  ships  in 

that  port.  On  rounding  the  island  of  Ischia,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  these  two  British  irigates  disco^ 
yered  the  Neapolitan  squadron  cruising  in  the  bay. 
The  enemy  s  force  consisted  of  the  Ceres,  of  forty- 
four  guns,  the  Fama,  a  corvette  of  twenty-eight, 

and  a  cutter,  with  part  of  the  flotilla;  when  chased 
by  our  ships,  they  ran  into  the  mole  of  Naples  for 
protection.  On  the  2d,  Captain  Brenton  convinced 
they  would  not  leave  the  port  whilst  two  British 
ships  were  in  the  bay,  directed  Captain  Ayscough, 
of  the  Success,  to  proceed  ten  leagues  S.W.  of  the 
island  of  Capri,  whilst  the  Spartan  remained  in 
VOL.  IV.  2  r 
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sigfat  of  Naples,  in  the  hope  that  such  a  disparity 
of  foree  might  induce  the  enemy  to  come  ont  On 

the  3d,  at  daylight,  when  the  Spartau  was  about 
fi?e  miles  from  Naples*  and  standing  in  with  a  light 
breeze  from  the  S.E.  the  enemy  was  seen  coming 
out  of  themoie^  reinforced  by  the  Sparviere,  a  bng 
of  ten  guns  (M urat's  yacht),  and  eight  gun-boats ; 
four  hundred  Swiss  troops  were  distributed  amongst 
tiie  dMnrent  wssels. 

The  Neapolitan  Commodore  and  the  Spartan 
crossed  each  other  on  opposite  tacks ;  the  water 
was  perfecHy  smooth.  The  Spartan  had  every  sail 
set  on  a  wind :  the  enemy  was  steering  large,  with 
the  wind  a^^am.  At  fifty-six  minutes  after  seven, 

the  Ccores  coming  within  pistol-shot,  fired  her 
broadside  into  the  Spartan's  larboaid  bow«  and 
did  iier  considerable  injury;  the  latter  reserved 
her  fire  until  every  gun  was  covered  by  her  oppo- 
nent,  and  then  returned  a  most  destructive  broad* 
side,  treble-shotted,  on  the  main-deck.  The  car- 
nage on  board  the  Ceres  was  very  great,  particu- 
larly amongst  the  Swise  troops,  which  were  drawn 
up  in  ranks,  and  extended  from  ttie  cat-head  to  the 
tafirail,  in  readiness  for  boarding.  The  Spartan 
next  returned  the  fire  of  the  Fama,  and  the  brig, 
as  she  passed  them  in  succession,  and  cut  the  line 
astern  of  the  brig,  by  which  she  separated  the 
cutter  and  gun-boats  from  the  squadron,  and  hav- 
ing given  them  her  starboard  guns,  hove  in  stays, 
engaging  on  both  sides  as  she  came  round.  The 
enemy's  firigate  wore,  followed  by  the.  corvette  and 
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brig,  and  «tood  in  for  Baia.  The  Spartan,  in  at- 
tempting to  foUow  them,  was  for  a  moment  be- 
qalmedy  with  her  head  to  the  frigate's  broadside^ 
the  Qorv^tt^  and  brig  on  her  larboard  bow,  the 
cutler  and  gun-boats  under  her  atem  and  quarter, 

and  received  much  injury  from  their  fire ;  a  light 
bjrei&z^  at  kngth  enabled  h^  to  get  upon  tbe  star- 
board quarter  of  the  frigate,  whilst  the  corvette  lay 
upon  the  Spartan  s  beam,  the  brig  on  her  quarter, 
the  flotilla  retaining  their  advantageous  position 
directly  astern.   The  land  wind  now  entirely  died 

away«  apd  the  ^ea  breeze  soon  alter  ooming  in»  the 
frigate  took  advantage  of  it,  to  make  sail  for  the 
batter^s  of  Baia;  the  corvette,  having  lost  her 
fore-top-mast,  was  upon  the  p<Hnt  of  surrend^ing, 
when  the  guu-boats  came  down  in  a  most  gallant 
wmneryaod  towed  her  from  under  thegqnp  of  the 

Spartan;  the  brig»  having  her  main- topmast  cut 
away,  was  obliged  to  surrender,  and  th^  Spartan 
paraded  with  her  prise  in  tow  before  the  mole, 
into  wh^cii  her  defeated  consorts  were  runjiiog  iqjc 
iMbatp  About  the  middle  of  the  af^tiou.  Captain 

Brenton,  whilst  standing  on  the  capstaQ,  the  only 
place  whence  he  could  $ee  varxpus  .opppiieja^. 
Wis  wound^  in  the  hip  by  a  grape-shpt,  and  was 
carried  l^ow.  His  place  was  nobly  supplied  by 
Lieutenant  (now  Captain)  G.  W.  Wtfles^  who  ivwld 
pertainly  have  captured  the  frigate  and  corvette, 
but  ifX  the  Spartan's  rigging  having  suttered  so 
mudi  as  to  render  her  unmanageable,  wbilst  his 
enemies  w^ce  assisted  by  th,e  br^e  and  the  gun- 
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boats.  The  loss  on  board  the  Spartan  was  ten 
killed,  and  twenty-two  wounded;  that  of  the 
enemy  was  stated  by  Tarioos  authorities  to  have 
been  immense,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
killed,  and  three  hundred  wounded.  These  round 
numbers  are  probably  incorrect,  and  exaggerated; 
but  the  slaughter,  particularly  on  board  the  frigate, 
from  her  crowded  decks,  the  close  position,  and 
the  smoothness  of  the  water,  must  have  been  very 
seyere. 

Murat,  the  king  of  Naples,  was  on  the  mole, 
about  four  miles  from  the  scene  of  action,  exulting 
in  the  certainty  of  success,  and  on  the  capture  of  a 
fine  British  frigate.  On  the  retreat  of  his  squadron, 
and  the  loss  of  his  yacht,  his  rage  was  ungovernable, 
and  vented  itself  in  reproaches  on  the  officers.  Of 
these,  the  first  captain  lost  his  arm,  the  second  was 
killed,  and  the  first  lieutenant  took  the  ship  out 
of  action. 

The  king  of  Sicily,  to  testify  his  sense  of  th^ 

siervices  performed  by  the  Spartan  on  this  day, 
was  pleased  to  confer  the  honour  of  conunander 
of  the  order  of  St.  Ferdinand  on  Captain  Bienton ; 
and  that  of  companion  on  Lieutenant  Willes,  and 
Captam  6.  Hoste,  of  the  royal  engineers,  the  lat- 
'  ter  was  on  board  the  Spartan  as  a  passenger,  and 
directed  the  fire  of  the  quarter-deck  guns. 

The  Spartan  was,  in  consequence  of  her  damages, 
and  the  very  severe  wound  of  the  Captain,  sent  to 
England,  where  she  arrived  in  the  month  of  July. 
Captam  Brenton,  being  mcapable  of  resuming  his 
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situatioD,  retired  on  haif<-pay ;  and  on  the  restric- 
tions from  the  regency  being  removed,  his  Rojral 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent  was  pleased  to  create 
him  a  baronet. 

Brigadier-general  Oswald,  and  Captain  Eyre 
of  the  Magnificent,  who  iiad  with  him  the  Belle 
Poule  and  Imogene,  sailed  from  Zante  on  the  21st 
of  March,  and  on  the  same  evening  reached  the 
island  of  Santa  Manra.   The  troops  disembarked  ' 
early  the  next  morning,  while  the  Imogene  and  the 
gun-boats  drove  the  enemy  from  their  batteries. 
The  French,  and  their  allies^^consisting  of  Alba- 
nians and  Italians,  under  the  command  of  General 
Count  Camus,  retired  into  the  fortress  of  Santa 
Maura,  situated  on  a  narrow  isthmus,  three  miles 
in  length,  which  joins  to  the  island.  This  neck  of 
land  is  defended  by  two  strong  redoubts,  and  a 
regular,  intrencbment,  which  led  the  enemy  to 
suppose  they  could  arrest  the  progress  of  the  be- 
siegers for  a  month :  the  fort  had  al^o  a  connexion 
with  the  town  by  a  singularly  jaarrow  causeway  a 
mile  in  length.    Lieutenant-colonel  Lowe  was  left 
to  guard  the  town,  while  Major  Church,  with  four 
companies  of  the  Greek  light  infantry,  carried  the 
first  redoubt,  and  tb^n  being  reinforced,  pushed 
on  to  the  secmid.    Captain  Anselm  John  Grif* 
fiths,  in  the  Leonidas,  placed  his  ship  as  close 
as  the  depth  of  water  would  admit,  and  so  as  to 
afford  the  best  support  to  the  attacking  columns. 
The  Captains  £yre>  Mowbray,  Brisbane^  and 
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Stephens,  served  on  shore  with  the  army.  The 
line  to  be  attacked  extended  from  aea  to  sea» 

mounted  with  four  pieces  of  caurion,  with  a  wet 
ditch,  and  an  abatis  in  front,  and  manned  with  five 
hundred  infimtry.   As  the  troops  advancedi  the 
fire  upon  them  was  severe ;  and  the  Greeks,  not- 
withstatiding  theutmostezettionsof  MajorChiiroh, 
could  not  be  brought  to  face  it;  when  Major  Gierke 
was  directed  by  Brigadier-general  Oswald  to  ad- 
TMice  with  two  companies  of  royal  marines  under 
Captains  Snow  and  Stuart,  two  companies  De 
RoUes  under  Major  Russell  and  two  companies  of 
Calabrian  free  corps  under  Major  Oswald  and 
Captain  (now  Colonel)  Winyaid.   Major  Clerke, 
followed  by  the  marines,  broke  through  the  abatis, 
and  charged  into  the  intrenchments^  supported  by 
De  Rolles  and  the  Calabrians.  The  attack,  with  the 
impulse  given  by  their  leaders,  was  irresistible;  the 
enemy  abandoned  their  work8»  and  fled;  their  dis- 
may being  increased  by  a  daring  mana  uvre  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel (now  Sir  Hudson)  Lowe,  who,  with 
the  rifles  of  his  corps,  a  company  of  the  35th,  and 
two  companies  of  Corsican  ranges,  pushed  along 
the  naimw  and  exposed  causeway,  and  gained  the 

enemy's  rear,  on  which  they  gave  up  all  resistance 
in  ironti  and  ^  sauve  qui  pent'  resouBded  through 
dieir  ranks.  Captain  Eyre  having  been  wounded 
iQ  the  head,  in  the  first  day's  action,  resigned  the 
command  of  the  seamen  and  marines  on  shore  to 
Captam  C.  Bnsbane;  but  recovering  in  a  few  days, 
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he  resumed  his  situation,  and  sent  Brisbane  in  the 
Belie  Pouie,  with  the  gon-boato  and  the  Imogeiie» 
to  the  north  side  of  the  island.  Captain  Stephens, 
of  the  Imogene,  had  been  wounded  in  storming 
the  redoobts,  but  oontinned  with  the  army  on 
shore.  Captain  R.  H.  Mowbray,  in  the  Montague, 
of  seventy*four  guns,  having  joined  the  squadron, 
two  of  his  lower*deck  guns,  and  one  hundred  S6a« 
men,  were  landed  to  serve  lu  the  batteries.  Hem^ 
med  in  on  every  side*  the  enemy  soon  found  that 
this  union  of  naval  and  miUtary  skill  and  valour 
was  irresistible,  and  sent  out  pffers  to  capitulate 
which  were  accepted,  Captain  Mowbray  and  Lieu* 
tenant-colonel  Lowe  being  authorized  to  make  the 
arrangraients  for  the  surrender  of  Santa  Maura* 

The  French,  having  passed  ,  the  Sierra  Morena, 
had  entered  the  unhappy  Andalusia  in  great  force : 
their  army  under  Soult  still  stationed  at  Port 
St.  Mary's,  and  the  Caraccas,  whence  they  partly 
commanded  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  From  the  fort 
of  Santa  Cataiina  they  threw  shells  into  the  town, 
.  and  did  it  some  injury ;  but  the  assistance  of  the 
British  army  and  navy  cnal^led  the  Spaniards  to 
keep  the  enemy  out  of  the  place.  Much  valour 
was  displayed,  and  very  severe  lessen  of  some  of 
our  bravest  men  were  sustained,  in  defence  of  the 
different  points  of  attack.  The  fort  of  Matagordft 
standing  on  an  island  in  the  upper  part  of  the  har- 
bour, was  defended  by  a  small  party  of  British 
troops  under  tlie  command  of  Captain  M'LaiiUBt, 
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with  a  few  artillery^men,  infimtry,  seameiit  and 

marines,  amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  men,  who  maintained  the  post  until  it  was  no 
longer  tenable.  Major  Lef&bre,  of  the  royal  en- 
gineerSf  the  senior  officer  in  that  department, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  inspect  the  works  previously 
to  the  suiYender,  and  was  killed  while  on  that  ser- 
vice. On  the  2ad  of  April,  at  two  in  the  morning, 
the  French  opened  a  fire  with  red-hot  shot  on  the 
Spanish  ship  St.  Paulo,  and  the  gun-boats  sta- 
tioned near  the  fort,  and  succeeded  in  making  them 
quit  their  position;  after  which  they  bombarded 
Matagorda,  and  the.  fire  was  continued  on  both 
sides  till  night.  The  enemy  had  three  batteries 
of  twenty-one  guns,  on  the  Trocadero,  and  seven 
or  eight  mortars,  at  the  distance  from  the  fort  of 
only  nine  hundred  yards.  The  works  being  totally 
destroyed,  and  one  half  of  the  people  kiUed  or 
wounded,  the  commanding  officer  received  an 
order  from  General  Graham  to  retire,  which  he 
did,  with  the  remainder  of  his  people,  blowing  up 
and  destroying  all  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  hsd 
left  uninjured. 

Durmg  the  attack  on  Matagorda,  the  wife  of  a 
British  artillery-man  distinguished  herself  so  much 
as  to  attract  the  attention  of  Genei-al  Graham  (now 
Lord  Lynedoch).  She  removed  the  wounded  men 
in  her  arms,  carried  them  into  the  rear,  dressed 
their  wounds,  carried  up  sand  bags  and  placed 
fliem  in  the  breaches  made  by  the  enemy's  sho^ 
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and  even  chamd  the  men  on  to  action*  The 

General,  in  recommending  her  to  the  notice  of.tbe 
Commander-in-chief^  obsenred,  that  the  mountains 

of  Caledonia  could  produce  its  heroines,  as  well  as 
the  walls  of  Saragossa.  It  is  mortifying  to  thinkj 
that  while  so  much  has  been  said  of  Augustina 
of  Saragossa^  we  are  ignorant  of  the  name  of  the 
British  amazon.  Aogustina  was  a  guest  at  the 

tables  of  our  admirals;  and  at  Seville  lifted  the 

Marquis  of  Wellesiey  from  his  carriage.  She  wore 
a  handsome  dagger ;  and  when  a  gun  was  fired, 
while  at  dinner  on  board  the  admiral's  ship,  she 
flew  from  the  taUe  with  an  affectation  of  military 

ardour. 

The  ferocious  and  haughty  Napoleon,  with  his 
murderous  tegions,  had  overrun  Europe  nearly 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other ;  and  but  for  the 
perseverance  of  Britain  it  must  have  groaned  in 
slavery.  The  rock  of  Gibraltar  was  no  inconsi- 
derable instrument  m  our  hands  for  the  preserva* 
tion  of  that  nation  who  made  such  efforts  to  take 
it  from  us  in  17B2,  and  considered  our  possession 
of  it  so  great  a  national  degradation.  Its  fortress 
afforded  protection  to  the  armies  of  Spain ;  its 
garrison  sent  out  reinforcements,  provisions,  and 
jdothing;  its  bay  gave  shelter  to  our  fleets;  its 
dock-yard  repaired  the  damages  sustained  in  de- 
fence of  their  liberties.  Cadiz  had  also  its  share  in 
the  glory  of  staying  the  ravages  of  the  French ; 
but  that  glory  was  more  owing  to  Britain  than  to 
the  government)  which  would  have  opened  its 
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gates  to  the  invaders,  and  given  up  every  thing  to 
their  cruel  rapacity. 

To  form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  efforts  made 
by  Napoleon  for  the  conquest  of  Spain,  we  must 
look  at  the  amount  of  forces  which  entered  the 
Peninsula  from  October,  1807,  to  January,  1811: 
four  hundred  twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty  infantry ;  seventy-three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  filty-six  cavalry ;  seven  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  persons  employed  with  the 
army;  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty 
guides ;  making  a  sum  total  of  five  hundred  and 
fourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six 
men :  eight  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
thirty-four  mortars,  fifty-three  howitzers,  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  waggons  laden 
with  military  stores.   These  forces  marched  into 

Spain  by  the  road  of  Irun.  The  year  181 1  added 
only  six  thousand  infantry  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty  cavalry  to  the  account,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent years,  being  those  of  the  Russian  campaign, 
and  the  disasters  of  Dresden  and  Leipsic,  still 
fewer  could  have  been  spared  from  France.  By 
the  same  route,  and  during  the  same  period,  forty-* 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pri- 
soners entered  France.  These  consisted  of  luiglisbi 
Spaniards,  and  Portuguese. 

Rear-adiiural  Sir  Richard  Keats  hoisted  his  flag 
in  the  Implacable,  Captain  George  Cockbum,  at 
Spithead,  on  the  14th  of  July,  sailed  on  the  17th, 
and  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
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month;  where  be  found  Rear-admiral  PicknM»e, 
aod  the  ships  named  in  the  note,^  which  he  took 
nnder  his  commaud.  The  exposed  road  of  Cadiz 
he  found  crowded  to  excess^  with  several  inefficient 

Spanish  sliips  of  war,  numerous  transports,  store- 
ships  and  victuallers,  and  a  vast  number  of  mer- 
chant and  coasting  vessels  of  all  descriptions. 

The  enemy,  who  had  driven  the  Spanish  troops 
out  of  the  TrocaderOi  and  the  small  islet  of  Matar 
gorda  (which  from  its  situation  remained  untenable 
by  either  party),  lay  in  considerable  force  at  St. 
Mary's,  Port  Real,  and  Chiclana,  had  formed  a 
blockade  of  Cadiz  by  land,  and  were  actively  em«* 
ployed  in  restoring  the  fortress  of  Santa  Catalina; 
in  erecting  works  in  the  front  of  the  Trocadero ; 
and  in  securing  their  head-quarters  at  Chiclana,  at 
Saint  Mary  s,  and  on  the  whole  line  from  thence  to 
Hota. 

A  company  of  shipwrights,  at  the  Bear*admirars 
request)  was  sent  from  fingland,  to  construct  gun- 
boatS)  under  two  active  cAcers^  Mn  Hyde  and 
Mr.  Gill.  A  small  yard  was  establi^^iied  at  Cadis. 
Several  gun-boats  were  received  from  Gibraltar; 

*  Shift,  GvM.         Shipt,  Gum, 

loiplacuble   74  Zralous   74 

Achille    74  Norge   74 

Rodoey   74  Atlas  74 

Blake   74  Tonnaot  00 

Bomh9 — JElm,  Umivd,  Thuodcfi  DtmtotioD« 

Then  were  maoy  other  sbipi  and  msels  sabsequeotly  8dd«d 

to  the  squadron ;  but  as  they  were  constantly  changing,  it  is 
ini|K)85ibie  to  name  them  ail. 
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and  a  formidable  force  of  this  nature  being  soou 
raised,  was  gallantly  and  ably  commanded  by 
Captains  Robert  Hall,  Thomas  Fellowes,  Frederick 
J.  Thomas,  and  W.  F.  Carroll.  Upon  every  oc- 
casion,  when  tbe  state  of  the  weather  permitted, 
they  continued  to  render  the  most  active  service ; 
and,  together  with  the  bombs,  very  much  annoy- 
ed  the  enemy,  and  retarded  the  advance  of  the 
works  in  such  situations  as  were  exposed  to  their 
operations. 

The  enemy  was  unremittingly .  employed  in 
strengthening  his  positions,  and  making  prepa- 
rations for  a  siege,  and  was  known  to  be  forming 
a  flotilla  in  the  Gnadalquiver  to  co-operate  on  that 
service  ;  the  garrisons  of  Cadiz,  and  the  Isla  de 
Leon,  composed  of  Spanisli,  British,  and  Portu- 
guese troops  in  the  British  service,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-general  Sir  Thomas  Graham,  though  not 
equal  to  raise  the  blockade  by  an  attack  in  front, 
were  found  sufficient  to  give  considerable  annoy- 
ance by  water  detachments,  to  the  enemy,  on  other 
parts  of  the  coast.  To  this  effect  an  expedition  of 
a  considerabie  body  of  Spanish  troops  left  Cadis 
on  the  22d  of  August,  commanded  by  General 
Lascy,  the  naval  part  by  Captain  Cock  burn,  who, 
with  the  General,  embarked  in  the  Jasper,  Captain 
Daniels.  Thcy  landed  on  the  coast  of  Andalusia 
to  the  eastward  of  Uuelba  on  the  23d,  and  near 
Moguer  attacked  and  dislodged  a  corps  of  one 
thousand  French  which  retreated  to  Seville.  The 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  allies  was  inconsiderable. 
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Having  rendered  other  material  service,  the  forces 
returned  to  Cadiz  This  expedition,  and  others 
subsequently  undertaken,  are  proved  by  inter- 
cepted intelligence  to  have  given  the  most  senous 
annoyance  and  inquietude  to  the  enemy.  In  one 
letter,  it  is  remarked  that  "  when  the  annoyance 
they  receive  from  these  expeditions^  from  our 
flotilla,  bombs,  and  fortifications,  is  considered,  it 
may  be  rather  said  that  they  are  besieged,  than 
besieging' Cadiz.'*  < 

It  was  of  importance  to  thin  the  over-crowded 
state  of  the  road  before  Cadiz,  and  to  remove  be* 
yond  the  reach  of  danger  several  Spanish  shijos  of 
war,  then  in  an  insufficient  state  of  equipment  for 
service.  The  Rear-admiral  having  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  Spanish  government,  eleven  sail  of 
the  line  were  fitted  in  the  best  manner  circum- 
stances would  permit,  by  the  squadron,  manned 
in  a  great  part  by  the  ships  convoying  them,  and 
•were  escorted  to  Mahon,  or  the  Havannah,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Coci^burn,  of  the  Im- 
placable, Codrington,  of  the  Blake,  Waller,  of  the 
NoTge,  and  Burlton,  of  the  Rodney. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  a  night  attack  by  the 
bombs,  flotilla,  and  rockets,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Sanders,  of  the  Atlas,  produced  a  sensible 
effect  on  Catalina,  which  was  observed  to  be  on 
fire  in  two  or  three  places,  and  in  the  morning  it 
was  seen  that  the  walls  of  the  fort  had  also  suffered 
from  the  bombardment. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  being  anxious  for 
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intelligence,  a  descent  was  made  on  the  ni|^  of 

the  22d  of  December,  by  a  party  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Bourne»  erf  the  Milfoid*  and 
Captain  Fotterell,  of  the  royal  marines  of  that  ship, 
between  the  rivers  of  Santa  Maria  and  San  Pedro. 
They  took  a  three  gun  battery  by  assault,  spiked 
the  guns,  killed  five  of  the  enemy,  and  brought  off 
two  prisoners,  the  rest  escaping.  In  the  night  of 
the  30th  of  October,  the  gun-boat  No.  14,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Stiles,  struck  on  the  Por- 
poise rocks,  and  foundered:  a  midshipman  and 
fourteen  seamen  were  drowned. 

Although  a  force  was  stationed  off  the  Guadal- 
quiver,  expressly  to  watch  the  enemy  s  flotilla  in 
that  river,  it  escaped  under  the  cover  of  darkness. 
An  alarm  was  given  in  the  night  of  the  1st  o[  So- 
vetmber,  by  our  guard  boats;  and  eight  of  tb^ 
enemy's  gun-boats  were  discovmd  going  into  St 
Mary  s,  one  of  which  grounding  on  the  bar,  thougJi 
within  reach  of  grape  of  the  others  anchored  within, 
and  under  the  fire  also  of  two  forts  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Guadalete,.  was  most  gaUantly  boarded 
and  burnt  by  the  guard-boats  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  John  Spratt  liainier,  of  the  Noige. 
In  the  foFenoon  it  was  discovered  that  a  more 
considerable  number  of  the  enemy  s  gun-^^ats 
had  got  into  Rota,  on  which  Uie  Rear^admirai 

ordered  the  three  bombs,  and  a  flotilla  force  off 
that  piQdrt;  but  the  winil  setting  in  strong  fnom  the 
N.W.  it  became  necessary  to  recall  them,,  and  it 
being  represented  by  the  commander  of  the  fiotii^^ 
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(Captain  Fellowes),  that  the  gun-boats  would 
founder^  if  kept  at  their  then  exposed  anchorage, 
he  was  ordered  to  move  them  further  Id,  for  shel- 
ter, holding  them  in  periect  readiness,  in  this 
skuatioB,  about  three  o'clock  the  eneiiiy^s  flotilla 
which  had  come  out  oi  Rota  with  a  strong  flood, 
and  thick  weather,  was  discovered  on  the  clearing 
up  of  a  squally  close  to  the  landi  and  nearly  half 
way  advanced  from  Rota.  The  iiotilla  and  boats 
were  immediately  ordered  in  pursuit,  but  such 
was  the  rapidity  of  the  enemy's  advance,  under 
the  circumstances  described,  that  few  could  joia 
in  the  attadc  though  oondocted  in  the  most  gallant 
style  by  Captain  Edward  Kiltoe,  of  the  Milibrd. 
lieutenant  Leake,  in  the  foremost  of  the  gun-boats, 
was  killed ;  and  Lieutenant  W.  Hall,  and  ten  sea* 
jBussk  of  the  Milford,  were  wounded. 

The  arrbal  of  this  flotilla  at  St.  Mary  s  occa- 
sicmed  a  great  snsation  in  the  town  of  Cadiz ; 
but  such  an  erent  was  not  unfefeseen  by  the 
Rear-admaal,  who  at  length  prevailed  on  the 
Spanish  gOTeameiit  to  put  the  strong  work  of 
the  Corta  Dura  into  a  proper  state  of  defence,  and 
to  strengthen  the  ^tUmus  in  the  rear  of  Puntaies 
with  some  respectable  field  woxks.  This  it  had  in 
vain  been  pressed  to  do  before,  and  subsequent 
iotevoepted  inteiiigeikce  proved  that  post  to  have 
been  a  meditated  point  of  attack. 

An  alarm  being  given  by  the  guard-boats  on  the 
night  of  the  I4th  of  November,  it  was  ascertdned 
that  the  enemy's  flotilla  had  put  out  of  St.  Mary's 
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to  endeavour  to  get  into  the  Trocadero;  but  on 
the  approach  of  our  flotilla  and  armed  boats,  some 
put  back  to  St.  Mary's,  and  some  sheltered  them- 
selves  in  the  San  Pedro,  from  whence  they  were 
'by  degrees  removed  by  laud  into  the  Trocadero, 
notwithstanding  all  the  annoyance  which  the 
bombs  and  the  British  flotilla  could  give  them. 
The  large  mortar  on  board  the  Hound  burst  on  the 
Bth  of  December^  when  bombarding  the  enemy's 
works. 

The  enemy's  flotilla  at  St«  Mary's  having  as- 
sembled in  a  situation  which  subjected  them  to 
bombardment,  arrangements  were  made,  and  at  a 
favourable  time  of  tide  for  that  purpose*  the  mortar 
and  howitzer  boats,  English  and  Spanish,  were 
placed  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Robert  Hall, 
commanding  the  flotilla:  several  hundred  shells 
were  thrown  amongst  the  enemy,  with  consi- 
derable effect,  until  the  wind  coming  in,  made  it 

necessary  to  recall  the  boats.  On  this  .service  two* 
lieutenants,  Thomas  Worth  and  John  Buckland,  of 
the  royal  marine  artillery,  both  gallant  and  zealous 
volunteers  for  the  service,  and  Mr.  R.  Hawkins, 
midshipman  of  the  Norge,  were  unfortunately  kiiled« 
The  fortress  of  Catalina  being  completed,  and 
also  the  enemy  's  advanced  works  on  the  Trocadero, 
they  commenced  a  very  heavy  fire,  answered  by 

♦  Captain  G.  F.  Lyon,  since  so  celebrated  for  bis  ira\eU  in 
Africa,  and  voyage  lo  Ke[)ulse  Bay,  was  then  a  midsbipman  be- 
longing to  the  Miifurd,  and  commauded  the  boat  an  which  these 
two  officers  were  kiiied. 
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the  bombs  and  flotilla,  and  from  the  fort  of  Pun- 
tales;  hot  shot  from  heavy  pieces  of  artillery 
mounted  at  an  elevation  of  forty-five  degrees,  or 
shells,  both  from  Catalina  and  the  Trocadero,  were 
frequently  thrown,  at  the  shipping.  The  fire  of 
the  enemy  crossed  from  those  two  places  over 
the  whole  anchorage  of  the  ships  of  war»  and  by 
means  of  mortars  cast  on  purpose  at  Seville,  shells 
were  thrown  into  the  town  from  the  Trocadero, 
at  the  extraordinary  range  of  two  thousand  five 

hundred  and  sixty  French  toises,  upwards  of  five 
thousand  yards :  but  few  were  thrown,  and  those 
with  little  effect.  The  fuses  frequently  extinguished 
in  theiiight  of  the  shells;  and  it  was  ascertained  by 
intercepted  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  had  not 
attained  perfection  in  loading  or  discharging  their 
ahellsf  neither  had  they  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
ammunition,  or  they  would  have  given  us  much 
more  annoyance. 

This  year  the  navy  and  the  country  had  to  deplore 
the  death  of  the  Right  Honourable  Vice-admiral 
Cuthbert,  Lord  CoUingwood,  whose  length  of  ac- 
tive ^rvice,  and  zealous  performance  of  his 
duty,  entitle  him  to  be  ranked  among  the  great- 
est of  our  admirals.  He  might  be  said  to  have 
died  at  his  post,  and  to  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to 
the  performsmce  of  his  duty.  His  constant  habit 
of  sitting  at  a  table,  and  writing  on  professional 
business,  had  caused  a  contraction  in  the  organs 
of  digestion.   It  was  long  before  he  could  recon- 
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die  himself  to  the  thoughts  H(  l*e8igViiilltig  com- 
mand ;  but  the  disease  at  length  assumiDg  an 
aknning  appelMnce,  he  left  Sir  Chades  Odton 
ill  charge  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  pro- 
ceeded to  Maka  in  the  ViUe  de  Parid^  and  thenoe 
sailed  in  the  same  ship  for  England  ;  but  espiined 
on  the  7th  of  March,  tour  days  after  his  departure. 
His  remains  were  brong^ht  hotaie,  ttid  landed  lit 
Greenwich  on  the  26th  of  April,  IB  10:  here  the 
body  l^y  in  Mate  in  the  firAitited  cfaamber.  It  wai^ 

afterwards  conveyed  with  proper  solemnity  to 
St.  Paul's  cathedral,  and  placed  by  the  side  q(  his 
fH^nd,  ^e  tMnKnrtd  Nel^6n :  '^And  ib  tb^r  deiith 
they  were  not  divided:  they  were  swilto:  thA 
eagles,  they  ivfere  ibtronger  tlto  lions/' 

It  is  a  temarkable  part  of  the  history  of  Lotfi 
Cotting^ood,  that  he  four  times  racceeded  his 
ifiriend,  lord  Nelson :  fif st,  as  a  lieutenant,  in  the 
Lowestoffe;  next,  as  a  commander,  in  the  Badger; 
the'n,  as  eaptCthi,  in  the  Hinchinbrooke;  tad  lastly, 
as  a  commander-in-chief,  after  the  death  of  that 
herb  iti  the  bi^ttle  of  Tra&lgai:. 

The  history  of  Lord  CoHingwood  offers  to  our 
youth  one  of  the  best  examples  in  the  service  of 
8uc(»s6ful  pefteveiance.  He  "was  tiot  Made  ^ 
lieutenant  till  he  had  attained  the  age  of  thirty ; 
yet  he  lived  to  be  a  vice-admiral,  and  a  tommiUide^- 

in-chief;  he  ennobled  his  lainily  by  a  peerage,  and 

left  bis  widow  and  two  daughters  in  affluence*  fie 
wa8^^emarka[bIefort>htvery,  cdolness,  forbearance, 
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fMiblic  spint»iDve  of  his  cauatrfr^  aad  ibemott  in- 
flexible honesty  and  integrity  of  heart.  No  man 
erer  paid  more  attention  to,  or  was  a  better  judge 
of,  merit»whidi  he  always  tewanied.  Modest, 
.  ibatemiouB,  and  hiunUe,  he  at  once  a  hero, 
and  a  Christian.  Belo^  od  in  his  donestic  circle, 
mpeded  at  the  head  of  his  €eeifc,  and  leaTed  by 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  his  rise  lu  the  service 
was  «DliiKly  iihe  e^Baot  of  his  own  intrinsic  ralne. 
fie  had  00  inends  to  support  him,  nor  powevful 
connexions  to  lead  him  on,  save  what  he  acquired 
by  ihe  stnotest  attention  io  his  duty,  and  constant 
readiness  at  the  call  of  his  country. 

iJnwiiUiBg  to  resign  withont  permission^  he  had, 
in  fle  msst  (pressing  manner,  solidted  Im  iiecaB, 
4hat  he  might  pass  his  few  declining  years  m  the 
bosom  «f  his  fumAj ;  but  he  was  informed,  that 
his  seririces  could  not  at  that  time  be  dispensed 
qirith,  however  deeply  his  Majesty  and  dicgovecn- 
ment  bmeptedhis  declining  health. 

Two  great  objects  connected  with  the  naval 
lervicey  engrossed  the  attention  of  Lord  CoUing- 
wmod  in  libit  last  yearn  ef  has  life.  One  was,  the 
iniiiction  4»f  corporal  punishment ;  the  other,  tbe 
tmpressBsentiof  soMMsi;  The  irst  of  these  «rils 

his  Lordship  lived  to  see  as  far  removed  as  we 
believe  is  compatible  with  the  good  of  the  navy ; 
At  odier,  it  is  hoped,  mU  somi  vanish  ibefose  the 
enlightened  pddcy  of  the  present  day. 

ILoed  GkiUingwood  left  no  son;  hiseUbsstdaug^ 
ter  married  Geosge  L.  Newnham,  Esq.,  wfao^  by 
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his  Majesty *s  permission,  took  the  surname  of  Col- 
lingwood.  .  * 

The  boats  of  the  Alceste,  Captain  M.  Maxwell, 
on  the  26th  of  May,  cut  out  from  the  port  of 
Agaye  five  vessels,  three  of  which  were  manned 
and  armed,  the  whole  having  valuable  cargoes. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Success  frigate,  of 
thirty-two  guns,  displayed  about  the  same  lime  a 
remarkable  instance  of  fortitude  and  intrepidity. 
Captain  Ayscough,  observing  some  vesseb  lying 
on  shore  near  Castiglione,  and  taking  in  their  car- 
goes, ordered  Lieutenants  6.  S.  Sartorius  and 
Robert  Oliver  to  attack  them  with  the  boats  of 
that  ship  and  the  fispoir,  while  the  frigate  and 
brig  covered  their  landing.  When  within  musket- 
shot  of  the  shore,  three  of  the  boats  struck  on  a 
sunken  rock,  and  filled ;  two  seamen  of  the  Espoir 
were  drowned,  and  ail  the  aniiiiuuiliou  destroyed. 
The.  undaunted  young  men  took  their  sabres  ,  in 
their  mouths,  and  swam  to  the  shore,  under  the 
fire  of  two  long  six  pounders^  and  four  wall-pieces. 
Oainuig  the  beach,  they  drove  the.  enemy  firom 
their  guns,  dislodged  them  from  their  houses, 
spiked  the  guns,  and  destroyed  four  vessels  ,  and 
their  cargoes.  Having  completed  their  work,  they 
launched  their  boats,  which  had  been  swamped, 
and  returned  to  their  ships. 

The  state  of  the  fertile  island  of  Sicily,  so 
renowned  in  ancient  and  modem  history,  is  worthy 

of  our  attention  at  this  period.    It  was  the  last 

refuge  of  the  court  of  Naples,  and  became  an  op- 
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pressire  weight  upon  Great  Britain,  who  paid  a 
subsidy  of  £400,000  to  support  the  native  troops. 
A  very  small  part  of  this  sum  was  properly  applied, 
the  bulk  of  it  going  into  the  pockets  of  the  court 

and  the  corrupt  ministers.  An  aruiy  uii  paper  was 
pompously  displayed  to  Lieuteoant-general  Sir 
John  9te^wart,  who  commanded  as  generalissimo ; 
but  when  he  reviewed  them  in  the  field,  not  above 
one  man  in  fifty  appeared.  The  islands  of  Ischia 
and  Procida,  which  had  been  taken  by  our  furces 
in  1309,  were  abandoned  in  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year;  and  the  British  forces,  naval  and 
military,  were  concentrated  for  the  defence  of 
Sicily,  in  and  about  Messina.  The  effective  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Stewart,  were 
foreigners  in  British  pay. 

-  In  the  month  of  June,  Captain  William  Hoste 
had  the  command  of  a  squadron  of  frigates  in  the 
Adriatic ;  they  were  the  Amphion,  Active,  and 
Cerberus.  A  convoy  sailed  from  Trieste,  and  our 
ships  chased  them  into  the  harbour  of  Groa.  The 
Italian  government  was  at  that  time  making  great 
exertions  to  equip  its  marine;  and  as  these  vessels 
were  supposed  to  contain  naval  stores  for  the 
arsenal  at  Venice,  Captain  Uoste  deemed  their 
capture  indispensable. 

As  the  shoal  water  with  which  the  port  was 
surrounded,  prevented  the  approach  of  the  fri- 
gates, a  telegraphic  signal  was  made  to  prepare 
the  boats  for  service,  and  to  rendezvous  alongside 
of  the  Amphion  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  The 
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boats  oi  the  Active,  from  the  great  distance  that 
ship  happened  to  be  in  the  offiiii^^  wtie  wmble  to 

partake  in  the  danger  of  the  first  enterprise.  The 
convoy  wa»  moored  in  a  river,  above  the  town  of 
Grotf ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  posseaa  diatplaee^ 
as  a  prelude  to  the  attack  on  the  vessels.  It  was 
defended  by  two  old  castleB»  aliMwit  in  rtnns,  with 

loop-holes  for  musketry,  and  a  deep  ditch.  At 
twenty  minutes  before  twelve,  the  boats  put  ofi^ 
under  the  conmand  of  Lieiitettanto  O^nm  and 
Slaughter,  of  the  Amphion;  Dickenson,  of  theCer^ 
berus;  and  the  lieutmante  of  marines,  Moore  and 

Brattle,  with  llieir  respective  parties  from  both 
shipsi  accompanied  by  the  launches,  with  tfafff 
earronadea.  They  landed  before  daybreak,  on  the 
right  of  the  town.  At  daylight  a  heavy  tire  of 
musketry  was  opened  on  them ;  and  our  mfin  pur- 
posely retreating  to  a  little  uneven  ground,  the 
French  supposed  they  were  running,  a  dduav^a 
which  lost  them  the  day :  for  sallying  out  flrotti 
.their  strong  position,  they  met  the  English  bay^ 
onets  and  sabres,  and  were  instantly  put  to  flight* 

leaving  eight  of  their  men  dead  with  uayouet 
wounds  only ;  a  proof  of  the  nature  q£  the  contest. 
The  whole  of  their  detachment,  oonsisting  of  a 
lieutenant,  sergeant,  and  thirty^ight  privates  oi 
the  8 1st  regiment,  all  Frenchmen,  wcte  made  pri- 
soners; and  our  men  took  possession  of  thirty  ves- 
sels, laden  with  stores  and  merchandise.  At  this 
period  the  boats  of  the  Active  jouied  their  fortu- 
nate companions,  in  time'  to  share  in  the  seoand 
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b^ttl^.  AboMt  eleven  m  the  foreDOou  «k  papty  of 
French  troops  qiarcbe^  up  tl^e  tow^  LmHe^ 
nanta  Slaughter  and  McM>re  instantly  attacked 
them  i  $L^&istecl  by  the  lauucb^  iu  the  nyet^ 
another  victory  IpSt  the  h^rp^s  in  perf^  leisure  Ifcn 
bring  qut  9f  destroy  their  prizes.  this 
^SBi\x^  ^  Vm^oh  Uente^a^t  w4  twenty-two  mm 

of  the  5th  light  infantry,  were  made  ])risoners,  and 
two  (nei;i  w^e  lUUe4t  About  i^eveii  \u  ti^  ^vfows 
Captilia  II<Mte  had  the  8i^tisfactH»ii  of  seeing  hui 
g^iant  copirades  qo^^iug  o\x{  9f  molp, 
joining  the  frig^tet.  ivhich  were  aj^ut  fiiyf  mil^ 

off.  At  CAght  o'clock  ^it  niglit  all  was  secured  : 
our  loss  w$is  foiir  killed,  an4  three  woui^d^;  tjmk 
of  the  enemy,  ten  killed,  and  eight  wounded. 

The  war  extended  round  the  whole  Italiai^ 
coi^t  Captain  J.  D.  Markland,  in  the  Bustardt 
and  Captain  H.  W.  Pearce,  iu  the  Halcyoa,  pur- 
sued a  member  of  arqied  felucci^  Muder  C^pe  del 
Arme,  and  completely  destroyed  them,  although 
defend^  l>y  ti^eu  crews  for  a  loi^g  time  with  great 
obstinacy. 

Ia  tl^  month  of  July,  a  convoy  of  thirty-six  s^il 
of  vessels,  Men  witl^  stores  f^  Mwt's  wny 
Scylla,  together  with  seven  Is^rge  gun-bo^ts,  and 
'  five  s(aop^9.viits,  were  t^lcen  by  the  Honourable 
Captajn  Cteprge  Cr.  G.  Waldegr^ve,  ip  the  Thamen 
fng^i  Captain  frescot,  in  the  Weasel  ^  and 
Ci^ptaiii  Nicholas^  in  tk»  Pilpt  ^p  of  wtMF*  Qn 
the  approach  of  our  ships,  the  convoy  ran  pa 
st^pre  i       tji^ifig  i^if^i^  by  two  small  MtenePi 
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with  their  gun-boats  in  fronts  they  fancied  them- 
seWes  secure.  The  British  frigates  laid  their  broad- 
sides tu  the  town  iiad  forts,  within  grape-shot,  ex- 
pelled the  men  from  the  vessels,  and  came  to  an- 
chor. The  boats  put  off,  headed  by  the  captains 
of  each  of  his  Majesty  s  ships:  the  marines  lauded, 
and  covered  the  seamen,  who  were  employed  in 
launching  the  vessels while  the  guns  of  the  ships 
of  war  gave  the  enemy  no  time  to  think  of  their 
defence  or  rescue.  By  six  o'clock  every  vessel 
but  one,  laden  with  bread,  was  brought  away  or 
destroyed.  This  was  a  very  brilliant  exploit :  and 
it  has  not  frequently  occurred,  that  so  small  a 
force  of  his  Majesty's  ships  have  effected  so  much 
real  injury  to  the  enemy.  Six  gun-boats,  three 
armed  vessels,  and  twenty-eight  transports,  laden 
with  provisions  for  the  army,  were  taken ;  three 
gun-boats  and  three  transports  were  sunk.  The 
whole  was  effected  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed/ 
and  six  men  wounded.  Captain  Prescott  was 
posted  from  the  day  of  the  action,  and  Captain 
Nicholas  three  years  after.  All  the  captains  re- 
ceived the  decoration  of  companion  of  the  batb, 
on  the  institation  of  that  order  in  1815. 

While  the  British  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Charles  Cotton,  continued  to  watch  Toulon, 
the  gales  of  the  gulf  of  Lyons  frequently  drove  our 
ships  to  leeward  of  the  port.  On  the  20th  of  Juiy» 
the  Warspite,  Conqueror,  and  Ajax,  of  seventy-fout 
guns,  with  the  Euryalus  frigate,  and  Sheerwater 
brig,  of  eighteen  guns^  were  all  the  force  which  tbe 
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enemy  could  discover  from  the  heights;  and  their 
squadron  of  bix  sail  of  the  line,  and  foar  frigates, 
came  out  to  attack  them.  Our  ships  lay  nearly- 
becalmed  ;  and^the  bheerwater,  in  obedience  to  a 
signal  from  the  senior  officer  to  close,  had,  with  .a 
light  air  of  wind  and  a  heavy  swell,  got  much  too- 
near  the  French  squadron.  Captain  R.  W.  Otway, 

of  tlie  A)  ax,  being  the  sternmost  of  the  British  line, 
and  the  nearest  to  the  eoemyi  perceived  that  the 
Sheerwater  must  inevitably  be  taken,  unless  some 
effort  was  made  to  save  her.  By  a  singular  coin- 
cidence the  French  eighty-gun-ship»iNiiich  led  their 
line,  was  also  called  tlie  Ajax.  She  approached 
with  a  fine  breeze  from  the  land,  and  studding-saik 
set,  while  our  squadron  had  little  wind.  As  she 
opened  her  fire  on  the  Sheerwater,  the  British 
Ajax  put  her  helm  down,  came  completely  round, 
and  interposed  between  the  French  ship  and  the 
English  brig,  which  received  three  broadsides 
without  sustaining  the  slightest  injury,  although 
the  enemy  was  within  half  gun  shot.  The  mo- 
ment the  French  Admiral  saw  the  Ajax  in  stays, 
and  [that  the  Conqueror  and  Warspite  followed 
her  example,  he  put  about,  and  with  his  squadron 

returned  into  Toulon.  Thus  ended  this  little  skir- 
mish^ in  which  no  British  ship  was  engaged  but 
the  Ajax.  Captain  Sibley,  of  the  Sheerwater,* 
never  took  any  other  notice  of  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  than  merely  shewing  his  colours. 

Returning  to  the  history  of  the  East  Indies,  in 
the  month  of  May  we  find  the  isle  of  France 
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blockaded  by  Captain  Pyra  in  the  SuiM,  with  tfeii% 
Magicienne,  Iphigeuiai  aad  the  Nereide,  under  hk 
orders ;  tl^e  la«t  commanded  by  Captain  WiUcmgd*' 

by,  who  landed  at  Point  de  Diable,  attacked  the 
port  ot  Jlacc^tel}  defended  by  two  strung  battehest 
which  he  stormed  in  person,  fiojlowed  by  U«o- 
tenaut  H.  C,  Deacon,  and  on©  bundre4  uien  from 
thfik  Neieide^  butot  their  signal^post,  destroyed  their 
gun  carnages,  spiked  the  guns,  defeated  their  mi- 
litia and  regular  trgop^,  wd  took  away  their  fiel4- 
pieoes,  and  some  military  stores.  Having  distri* 
buted  amoDg  the  iahai^itants  some  prociamatiOMS 
of  Governor  Farquhar,  of  the  island  of  RodriguSr 

tending  to  shake  their  allegiance  tp  Napoleon, 

Captain  WiUonghby  embarked  with  eU  bis  mm,. 
except  one  who  was  killed;  Lieutenant  Deacon 
and  si^  others  were  wou«4ed.  Had  Qaptaio  Wil- 
longhby  been  taken  with  these  proclanMitionP*  to 
might  have  suffered  an  ignominipus  fate- 
This  was  the  first  attempt  ever  HAade  by  ^ 

English  to  land  on  the  Isle  of  France,  If  we  except 

the  expedition  of  Admiral  j^oseawePa 
which  after  coming  to  anchor  and  looking  at  tt|^ 
coa^t,  departed  without  setting  a  foot  on  shore 
(see  CampheUs  Admirals*  vol  v.  p.  100).  The 

salety  of  this  island  from  invasion  may  be  attn* 

butisd  in  a  great  measure  to  the  difficulty 
apipToaching  its  coasts,  the  want  of  harbours,  and 

the  almost  inoe^^ant  high  mxf»  bea^mg  Qft 
sbor^.  These  were  the  obetaeles  whiob  denned 

the  EogU^h  and  Dutch  in  1747  ;  but  they  yi^ld^ 
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to  the  superior  science  of  our  naval  and  imlilary 
officm  in  1810.  Ckoeral      Caen  had  so  wett 

succeeded  in  deceiving  the  government  of  India, 

as  to  tbe  real  sUle  of  his  defeoceo^  ibat  it  pre* 
Tented  any  attack  being  made  far  many  years, 
and  whea  undertaken,  caused  four  times  as  ma^y 
troops  to  be  soiit  as  wejre  really  required.  Bour^ 
bon,  it  will  be  recollected,  had  been  attacked  in 
tbe  preceding  year  by  Commodore  Rowley ;  but  at 
tbst  time  our  forces  were  not  considered  strong 
enough,  to  keep  possession  oi  the  island:  it  was 
therefore  abandoned^  and  the  enemy  were  left  tf» 
a  short  tune  in  tranquillity. 

This  year  it  was  determined  to  make  a  eonqnest 
of  the  islands,  and  a  pTermanent  establishment;  for 
whioh  purposes  Commodore  Uowley  (with  Colonel 
Keating,  his  iade&tigable  coadjutor)  prepared  % 
proper  armament,  which  sailed  from  lio4rigae  in 
tbe  month  of  Inly* 

The  Commodore  had  quitted  the  Raisooable, 
and  taken  the  command  of  the  Boadieea :  he  waa 
accompanied  by  the  Nereide,  and  sbme  transports 
to  convey  the  troops>  and  proceeded  to  join  Cap- 
tain Pym,  who  was  cruising  between  the^  iitaids 

of  France  and  Bourbon,  each  ship  being  provided 

with  an  additional  number  of  bosts,  to  isfid  tbe 
ftonces  witii  the  greater  celerity. 

Captain  Pym,  in  the  Siriua»  was  directed  to 
make  a  diversion  two  leagues  to  the  eastward  of 
the  town  of  St.  Denis,  at  a  place  called  Grande 
Chaloupe,  which  be  effected.   Four  other  Bfitisb 
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frigates  pushed  away  for  the  anchorage,  with  the 
tnuDBporte.    Captain  Willoughby  undertook  to 
land  a  party  uii  a  spot  where  the  access  was  ren- 
dered extremely  difiicuit  and  dangerous,  a  beach 
of  large  rough  stones  with  a  heavy  surf;  several  of 
the  boats  were  stove,  a  transport  was  laid  with 
her  broadside  to  the  shore  to  serve  as  a  break- 
water ,  her  anchor  coming  home,  she  only  afforded 
a  momentary  protection,  four  men  were  drowned 
in  attempting  to  land,  but  those  who  reached  the 
shore  secured  themselves  by  taking  possession  of 
the  battery  of  St*  Marie.   Captain  Curtis,  in  the 
Magicienne,  supported  the  party  at  Grand  Cha- 
loupe,  by  working  into  the  bay,  and  landing  his 
troops  there;  and  to  this  s^ot  the  Commodore, 
with  Colonel  Keating,  proceeded  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  of  July,  where  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  disembarked.  When  the  British  forces,  in 
spite  of  every  obstacle,  were  thus  in  possession  of 
die  land  and  the  anchorage,  all  further  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  Governor  being  useless,  he 
capitulated,  and  the  island  of  Bourbon,  or  Bo-^ 
naparte^  as  it  had  been  named  by  the  batterers  of 
the  emperor,  became  a  British  colony. 

While  our  forces  were  thus  employed,  Captain 
Pym,  in  the  Sirius,  observed  a  brig  preparmg  to 
sail  from  St.  PauUs,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  He 
dispatched  his  barge,  with  Lieutenant  Norman, 
and  some  volunteers,  to  bring  her  out.  Readiiog 
the  bay,  they  found  she  had  sailed,  and  this  ad- 
venturous young  odicer  resolved  to  pursue  her: 
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the  wind  being  light,  he  came  up  with  her,  after  a 

row  of  twelve  hours,  boarded  and  look  her,  not- 
withstanding the  fatigue  his  men  had  undergone; 
and  though  his  enemy  had  thirty  men,  and  four 
twelve  pounders,  to  oppose  to  him.  The  brig  was 
called  the  £dward  of  Nantz,  pierced  for  sixteen 
guns,  and  was  bound  with  dispatches  to  the  Isle 
of  France. 

In  the  month  of  July,  Commodore  Du  Perr6e, 
who  had  cruised  with  great  success  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  the  bay  of  Bengal,  fell  in  with  three 
British  outward-bound  East  Indiamen,  which, 
having  sailed  from  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  were 
off  the  island  of  Mayotta  near  Johanna,  on  the 
northern  coast  of  Madagascar. 

The  names  and  force  of  the  Indiamen  were — 

SUpi.  Gum    Summ*  SsUim.   If.  W. 

Ceylon  Captain  Meriton  *  26  110  250  8  24 
Windham  Captain  Stewart  .26  110  250  4  4 
Asteli        CapUio  Ha>  ....  32     120     275     8  36 

When  the  French-  squadron  was  first  seen  at 
daylight,  they  were  hull  down  to  leeward.  Men- 
ton,  the  senior  officer  of  the  Indiamen,  with  more 
courage  than  prudence,  lay -to  to  receive  the  attack. 
Having  before  taken  a  French  frigate  m  an  India- 
man,  he  held  them  too  cheap.  Du  Perr^e,  in  the 
Beilone,  of  forty-four  guns,  with  the  Victor  cor- 
vette, came  up  about  4  P.M.  The  Minerve  was 
still  a  long  way  astern.  The  weight  of  the  battle 
fell  on  the  Ceylon  and  Astell ;  the  latter  was  nobly 
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defended  by  the  detachment  of  the  24th  Degiment, 
jouung  heart  and  haod  with  the  captaia  and  ccew 
of  the  ahip.  The  Bellone,  baring  given  and  le- 
ceived  a  broadside,  passed  a-head,  and  placad  her- 
self in  a  addng  po&kioii;  Major  f  oftker  jordered 

his  men  on  the  forecastle,  where  they  made  such 
«xceUeiit  usa  of  their  maaketry,  that  they  nearly 
silenced  the  great  guns  of  the  frigate.  She  bove 
Hp^  ran  to  leeward,  and  in  the  act  of  wearing  btn 
tojunaats  fell.   Captain  Hay  was  at  this  tine 

desperately  wounded.  It  was  proposed,  that  the 
AsteU  and  Ceyion  shonld  lay  the  frigate  on  hoaxd; 
bat  the  dnef  oflfoer  of  the  Ceylon  liailedi  and  said 
that  Captain  Menton  was  ^hot,  and  that  afi  mo 
more  would  be  done»  he  (the  dtief  officer)  hadisiir- 
rendered.  It  was  quite  dark :  the  Windham  was 
not  visible,  and  the  AsteU  made  all  sail  and 
escaped:  rtie  Ceylon  and  the  Windham  were 
ciyptured.  Captain  Meriton  recovered  of  hii 
wvnnd. 

The  oflScers  of  the  24th  regiment,  who  behaved 
w>  gi^atttly,  were  Mqor  Foster,  Captam  Ghib- 
i)ins,  Craig,  and  Maxwell,  Paymaster  Ewing, 
and  Ensign  D  Aine;  John  Riley,  £sq.  «eniar  n^r- 
•^Ancnt,  Md  Mr.  Creigfaton,  passengers,  leudsM^ 
every  assistance  in  their  power  on  the  quart^r- 
"deck  dnrmg  the  action. 

The  colours  of  the  AsteU  were  three  times 
awuy.   The  Jb'reuch  Commodore  stated  in  bis 
^ficial  report  that  they  were  -strode  (^but  this  is 
untrae),  and  calls  the  gallant  Captain  May 
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iadigne  fuyard."  The  officers  of  the  24th  regiment 
gave  the  assertions  of  Du  Perr6e  the  most  formal 
coiit3rftdi<;tioii»  on  tbevr  arrival  at  Madias.  The 
East  India  Company  settled  a  pension  of  £460 
a-year  on  Captain  Hay«  and  prasented  4£2000  to 
the  officers  and  crew,  as  a  mark  of  approbation  for 
their  distinguished  bravery.  Andrew  Peters^  one 
of  the  seamen  of  Astell,  aaikd  the  pcmdant  to 
the  main- topmast-head,  and  was  killed  as  he  de- 
scended the  riggnag.  The  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  to  testify  tbeir  appitibation  of 
the  defence  of  the  Astell,  granted  to  the  ship's 
isemp^ny  a  protwtion  from  impmsment  :for  tfam 
years. 

fViom  an  offifcM  dooumant,  poblisbed  by  the 
Bast  India  Company,  m  1(111  (see  Naval  Clmm« 

part  ii.  of  that  y^r),  we  learn  that  the  loss  in 
tiieir  trade,  daring  the  yeaia  1807^  8,  and  9,  was 
fourteen  sail  of  ships,  all  richly  laden.  The 
tatne-ef  these  ahips  aaad  cacgoes,  had  they  reached 
England,  woakl  have  amounted  to  £1,202,638; 
%ut  the  greater  part  of  them  foundered  at  ^ea, 
fell  int6  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Wiese  unprecedented  losses  induced  the  Court 
of  Directors  to  assraible  joint  commsttee  of 
<«mehoiise  and  shipping  intafests,  ^  jnquire 
into  the  causes  of  sudii  repeated  disasters.  From 
the  Y^poTt  it  appears  that  a  'fleet,  oanaiataig 

of  the  Phoenix,  Ceylon,  Lord  Nelson,  Preston, 
Tigris,  Experiment,  Diana,  Glory,  and  Aan, 
M0ed  ftom  Mailms  4a  the  2Sth  tof  Ootober, 
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]608»  under  convoy  of  his  Majesty *8  ship  Al« 
bion ;  and  that  on  the  20th  of  Noveinber^  in  lat. 
10*"  and  long.  9r  east,  a  violent  gale  commenced, 

which  lasted  till  the  23d.  This  q-alu  as  in  fact 
a  hurricane  of  unusual  violence,  which  laid  the 
ships  on  their  beam-ends,  with  their  gunwhales 
in  the  water,  and  many  of  them  only  righted  by 
cutting  away  a  fore-mast,  or  a  mizen-mast.  Three 
ships  in  this  fleet  iouudered :  they  were,  the  Lord 
Nelson,  the  Experiment,  and  the  Glory, 

A  second  fleet  sailed  from  Point  de  Gallc  on  the 
]5th  of  February,  1809,  under  convoy  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Cuiloden,  Vice-admiral  Sir  Edward 
Pellew,  and  Terpsichore  frigate.  They  were,  the 
William  Pitt,  Calcutta,  Lady  Jane  Dundas,  Hugh 
Inglis,  Jane  Duchess  of  Gordon,  Earl  of  St.  Vin- 
centy  and  Bengal;  extra  ships,  bovereign.  Sir 
William  Bensley,  Huddart,  Harriet,  Euphrates^ 
Northumberland,  Lord  Elden,  and  Indus. 

On  the  1 4th  of  March,  in  lat.  22**  S.  and  long. 
61"  E.  they  encountered  a  hurricame,  with  sud- 
den shifts  of  wind.  This  caused  the  most  fatal 
accidents — some  of  the  ships  were  scudding  under 
a  close-reefed  main-topsail  when  taken  a-back, 
and  the  loss  of  four  of  them  is  accounted  for  only 
in  this  way.  They  were  deeply  laden.  Their 
pumps  would  not  keep  them  free,  and  they  were 

upset  or  foundered.  They  were  the  Jane  DuchefiS 
of  Gordon,  the  Lady  Jane  Dundas,  the  Calcutta, 
and  the  Bengal. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr*  Cotton, 
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attributed  the  loss  pf  these; ships  to  three  causes; 
ftrsty  the  impressment  of  so  many  of  their  seamen 
in  India,  as  to  render  them  unable  to  shorten  sail 
and  piepare  for  bud  weather,  when  a  press  of  saii 
was  required  to  keep  up  with  the  convoy;  se- 
condly, going  from  port  to  port  to  join  convoy  ; 
'  and;  lastly,  sailing  at  improper  seasons,  and  not 
going  far  enough  to  the  eastward,  to  avoid  the 
hurricanes  so  prevalent  near  the  Mauritius. 

Captain  Pym,  who  liad  been  stationed  oflf  the 
Isle  of  France,  and  particularly  off  Port  Imperial, 
on  the  south-east  or  weather  side  of  the  island, 
conceived  the  possibility  of  more  effectually  pre* 
venting  the  ingress  of  the  eneni}  s  ships  to  the 
harbour,  by  occupying  the  Isle  de  la  Passe,  which 
completely  commanded  the  narrows ;  he  therefore 
stormed  and  carried  it,  with  the  loss  of  eighteen 
of  his  men  killed  and  wounded.  Having  got  pos- 
session of  the  enemy^s  signals,  he  gave  them  to 
Captain  Willoughby,  of  the  Nereide,  and  stationed 
him  to  guard  the  position  he  had  so  nobly  and 
judiciously  won,  while  himself  went  to  cruise  to 
windward  of  the  island. 

Returning  to  the  Isle  of  France  from  his  suc- 
cessful cruise,  on  the  20th  of  August>in  the  morn- 
ing, Dtt  Perrte  made  the  land  near  Port  South 
East,  and  deceived  by  the  signals  of  the  Nereide, 
,her  French  build,  and  her  tri-coloured  flag,  he 
hore  up  for  the  harbour,  the  Victor  leading  the  way. 
The  channel  occupied  by  the  Nereide  was  here  sq<«*.^  ^ 
extremely  narrow,  that  the  French  ships  in  pass^ 
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ing  were  nearly  on  board  of  her.  The  Vktor  ap* 
preached,  leading  the  French  line.   The  crew  of 

the  Nereide  were  at  their  guns,  ready  to  obey  the 
order  to  fire :  at  the  tame  time  the  batteries  on 
Isle  de  la  Passe,  manned  by  a  party  from  the  39th 
and  66th  regiments,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Dodd,  were  equally  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy. 
With  her  topsails  clewed  up,  and  her  men  aloft  to 
full  sails,  the  Victor  was  hailed  by  the  Nereide^ 
and  commanded  to  anchor,  and  strike  her  colours : 
this  order  was  accompanied  by  a  broadside,  which 
quickly  produced  obedience ;  her  helm  was  put 
down,  her  coloursr  struck,  and  her  anchor  let  go  in 
an  instant. 

When  Du  Perr6e  saw  the  fire  from  the  Nereide 
and  the  island  open  on  the  Victor,  he  made  the 
signal  for  his  squadron  to  come  to  the  wind,  and 
to  close  with  him,  but  it  was  too  late;  the  Mmenre 
followed  so  close  to  the  corvette,  as  to  receive  the 
broadside  of  the  Nereide,  which  had  just  time  to 
reload  her  guns,  and  the  Ceylon  (a  prize  Indiaman) 
havmg  also  entered  the  narrows  with  her,  came 
into  action,  and  returned  the  fire  with  great  spirit. 

Du  Perr^e,  in  the  Belione,  seeing  that  the  Mi- 
nerve  and  Ceylon  had  passed  into  the  anehorage^ 
and  that  the  Victor  lay  near  the  Nereide,  thought 
it  best  to  follow  and  recover  the  corvette,  whose 
signal  he  made  to  cut  and  re-hoist  her  colours, 
while  the  Belione  exchanged  broadsides  with  the 
Nereide.  By  this  manoeuvre  the  whole  French 
squadron  reached  tl^e  harbour,  and  came  safely  to 
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their  moorings,  under  the  protection  of  their  bat- 

teries.  The  Windham,  after  the  Bellone  had 
passed  the  I^ereide,  was  directed  by  the  Commo* 
dore  to  follow;  but  the  Captain,  unwilling  to 
incur  the  danger^  preferred  remaiamg  at  sea,  and 
was  taken  the  next  day  by  the  Sirius.  The 
Kereide  had  three  men  killed,  and  sustained  a 
good  deal  of  damage  in  the  action  with  the  four 
ships  which  passed,  and  engaged  her  in  succession. 

Ou  the  22d  oi  August,  when  the  Sirius  joined 
the  Nereide,  Captain  Willoughby  made  the  signal 
that  he  was  ready  for  actiou,  and  that  the  enemy 
was  inferior  in  force  to  the  two  British  frigates^ 
and  tlie  master  of  the  Nereide  assuring  Captain 
P^m  that  be  could  lay  him  alongside  the  Bellone, 
an  attack  was  immediately  decided  on,  but  in 
steering  in  for  this  purpose,  the  Sinus  grounded, 
and  could  not  be  got  off  till  the  following  day»  at 
noon :  on  the  23d  he  was  joined  by  the  Iphigenia 
and  Magicienne,  commanded  by  the  Captains 
Lambert  and  Curtis.  With  this  additional  force  it 
was  conceived  that  the  euemy  could  not  resist, 
and  without  giving  them  a  moment  to  raise  more 
batteries,  the  British  squadron  again  stood  in  to 
altaekthem. 

The  following  extract  from  the  log  of  the 
Nereide,  will  convey  a  better  idea  of  the  state  of 
the  ship,  and  the  squadron,  than  any  language, 
however  forcible,  from  the  pen  of  a  person  not 
actually  present : 
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The  eDeny  commenced  6ring  fr6iil  the  ships  aud  batteries  at 
6. 10.  F«M*  brought  up  with  the  small  bower  in  five  fathoms  off 
shore  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  within  half  pistol-shot  of  the 
Bellone  and  Victor,  veered  to  half  a  cable,  and  commenced 
'  action  at  6.  90.   The  Magicienne  grounded  within  musket-shot 
of  the  Minerve,  and  commenced  action  chiefly  with  musketry. 
From  her  position  only  three  guns  could  bear.  At  6.  80.  the 
Iphigenia  anchored  on  the  Magicienne*s  larboard-quarter,  and 
commenced  firing.  At  6. 40.  the  Sirius  grounded,  nearly  oat  of 
gun-shot.  The  Minerve,  Victor,  and  Indiamen,  cut,  and  run  on 
shore,  In  doing  which,  they  ran  foal  of  the  Bellone,  which  also 
cut,  and  altered  her  position  nearer  in  shore.  .  Our  spring  shot 
away,  swuog  round  with  our  stem  to  the  Bellone;  icut  our  small 
bower  cable,  and  let  go  the  best,  to  bring  our  starboard  guns  to 
bear.   Captain  Willoughby  severely  wounded  on  the  head.  At 
10,  niuisL  ui  llie  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  guns,  being  dis- 
mounted— most  of  the  guns  di:3ublctl  on  the  main-deck — the 
squadron  on  shore,  and  unable  to  render  us  any  assistance-' 
bulled  from  shippinf;  and  batteries — Nereide  aground  astern — 
Captain  W  illoughby  ordered  a  boat  to  be  sent  to  inform  Captaia 
Pym    of  our  situation.     At  10.  30.  the  boat  returned  with 
orders  for  Captain  Willoughby  to  repair  on  board  the  Sirius, 
which  he  decluied  doing — a  boat  was  then  ordered  to  the 
Bi'lloiie,  to  say  we  had  struck,  being  entirely  silenced,  and  a 
dreadful  carnage  on  board — an  officer  came  from  the  Iphigenia, 
to  know  why  we  had  ceased  tiring?  At  11.  20.  our  boat  return- 
ed, not  being  able  to  reach  the  Bellone,  being  in  a  sinking  state 
from  a  shot — the  encray  cootimied  firing  on  us  at  intervals 
during  the  night.    At  midnight  moderate  with  rain,  wind  S.E. 
At  12.  30.  A.M.  the  main-mast  went  by  the  board.    At  I.  SO. 
several  ropes  on  6 re,  which  were  luckily  extinguished — hoisted 
French  colours  in  the  fore-rigging — the  batteries  and  the  Bellone 
still  firing  into  us,  although  we  hailed  the  latter  to  say  we  had 
struck — perceifing  the  Union  Jack  which  had  been  nailed  to 
the  misen-mast  head,  still  flying,  and  no  rigging  or  ropes  to  go 
aloft  by— cut  away  the  micen-mast,  on  which  the  enemy  ceased 
firing.  About  2  P.  M.  the  6ellone*s  boat  boanled,  spiked  the 
guns,  and  took  possession  of  the  keys  of  the  magasine.  At  fi^ 
we  observed  the  Magicienne's  (ship^s  company)  quit  her,  she 
being  on  fire.   At  11. 30.  she  blew  up— Iphigenia  warping  out. 
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At  2,  two  FreucU  oihcers  came  on  board,  and  conniniUed  the 
bodies  of  the  slain  to  tbe  deep — the  Iphigenia  trying  to  get  the 
Sirius  off.  At  9,  observed  tbe  boats  quit  the  Sirius,  she  being 
OD  fiie«  At  10,  the  boats  came  from  the  Bellone  to  land  tb« 
jiiisonen — wet  the  decks  by  order  from  the  Freocb  officers, 
who  were  fearful  tbe  eiplosion  from  the  Sirius  should  set  fire  to 
the  Kcreide^  she  being  to  leeward^  aod  tbe  wind  strong. 

Commodore  Du  Perr^e,  as  soon  as  the  Sirius 
grouuded,  turned  a  defeat  into  a  most  decided 
Tictory.  Captain  Pym  and  his  gallant  associates 
continued  the  fight  until  two  o'clock  in  tbe  morn- 
ing, when  a  mutual  cessation  of  fire  gave  a  short 
respite  of  two  hours  to  the  combatants.  In  the 
mean  while  fresh  troops  poured  into  the  enemy's 
ships  from  the  ahore^  and  teplaced  the  killed  an4 
wounded. 

The  whole  of  the  French  ships  had  taken  the 
ground,  but  in  such  a  position  as  to  give  them 
every  advantage  over  ours.  While  the  Nereide  had  * 
sunk  as  low  as  the  shoal  would  admit,  the  French 
still  contmued  to  fire  on  her,  not  knowing  her 
colours  were  down,  and  killed  or  wounded  nearly 
every  officer  and  man  on  board.  No  part  of 
her  was  sheltered;  the  shot  of  the  enemy  pene- 
trated to  the  hold,  and  the  bread  room,  where  a 
young  midshipman  was  killed,  as  he  lay  bleeding 
from  a  previous  wound.  Captain  WiUoughby 
having  lost  an  eye,  and  being  otherwise  severely 
hurt,  was  removed  from  the  bread-room  to  the  fore 
part  of  the  hold,  as  less  exposed  to  shot.  One  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  men  lay  dead  on  her  decks,  and 
of  the  wounded  many  died  on  landing.  Lieutenant 
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(now  Captain)  Henry  Collins  Deacon,  received 
two-and- twenty  wounds,  ^ot  an  officer  escaped 
unhurt;  and  very  few  of  the  men. 

By  a  French  survey  of  f^ort  Imperial,  and  the 
position  of  the  contending  ships,  drawn  by  a  Mr. 
Marion,  who  was  present,  it  has  been  made  to 
appear  that  the  Sirius  grounded  at  the  distance  of 
sixty-three  toites  (nearly  English  fathoms)  fi«m 
the  Bellone,  and  the  i^iereide  not  thirty ;  the  two 
other  shipa  in  the  intermediate  dittanee.  TUi 
statement  is  notoriously  incorrect :  the  Sirius  was 
nearly  a  mile  from  the  enemy ;  the  Ipfaigenia  about 
tlie  same  distance;  the  Magicienne  much  nearer; 
and  the  Nereide  about  two  hundred  yards. 

The  Magicienne,  it  appears,  bad  eight  men 
killed,  and  about  twenty  wounded;  and  being 
bilged  and  sinking,  was  set  on  fire  by  Captata 
Curtis,  who  carried  his  crew  to  the  Iphigenia*^ 
Captain  Pym»  after  having  laboured  two  days  and 

two  nights  to  get  the  Sirius  afloat,  was  obliered  to 
burn  her,  and  she  blew  up  on  the  night  of  the 
25th,  at  eleven  o*ch>ck.  He  also  repaired  with  hit 
crew  to  the  Iphigenia,  whonow  had  on  board  nearly 
one  thousand  men,  and  wlii  completely  bloeked 
in  an  enemy's  port,  without  water  or  provisions. 
The  French  squadron  which  he  had  engaged  ire* 
refitting  and  getting  afloat  m  his  rear,  while  in 
van  three  frigates,  released  £rom  Port  Louis,  ap* 
peared  in  the  offing,  under  the  commatid  of  Cm* 
modore  Hanieln.  These  were,  the  Venus,  1^ 
Mancbe,  and  Astrte.   Captain  Lambert  haws* 
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'<m  tiie  27th,  by  excessive  exertion,  succeeded  in 
warping  iue  «hip  vp  to  the  Ide  de  la  Pane,  found 
himftdf  under  tbe  necessity  of  capitulating  to 
Monsieur  Hamdn,  under  a  promise  that  himself 
and  tlie  people  should  be  sent  to  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope  withia  one  month ;  but  in  this  the  French 
government  infamoudy  fiuled.  •  The  officers  and 
men  were  treated  with  the  most  inhuman  cruelty ; 
and  their  unmerited  sufferings  were  aggravated  by 
theinsults  of  the  wretches  who,  having  from  our  ser- 
vice entered  that  of  the  enemy,  were  appointed  to 
guard  them.  The  narration  of  lieutenant  George 
Orimes,  one  of  the  suflferers»  would  rouse  the  in- 
dignation of  the  country ;  but  as  the  time  is  gone 
hjf  and  we  trust  that  Fraiice»  and  future  belU- 
gerents,  will  adopt  a  milder  and  more  Christian- 
like mode  of  treating  their  prisonersi  we  shall  dis- 
miss the  subject. 

The  £rst  object  of  Captain  Pym,  aiiter  the  failure 
of  his  attack*  was  to  apprize  Commodoris  Rowley 
of  what  had  happened;  he  therefore,  before  the 
surrender  of  the  Ipbigenia,  dispatched  a  boat  with 
a  letter  to  the  Commodore.  To  conclude  this 
painful  part  of  our  labour,  we  must  observe  that 
ikt  oBaers  and  crews  of  Ae  four  fiigates  were 
honourably  acquitted  by  the  sentences  of  the 
courts-martial,  before  which  their  conduct  was 
investigated. 

On  Captain  Willoughby  they  passed  the  highest 
eulogiums  for  the  noble*'  defence  of  the  Nereide; 
but  censured  him  for  having  made  the  sigual  to 
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Captain  Pym,  when  the  Sirius  only  was  in  com- 
pany, that  the  enemy  was  of  inferior  force. 

The  firing  of  the  enemy  appears  to  have  been 
particularly  directed  against  the  Nereide;  pro- 
bably, in  revenge  for  the  disgrace  they  had  saf- 
fered,  in  passing  her  on  the  20th  of  August.  The 
first  lieutenanty  Mr.  John  Bums,  was.  killed;  as 
were  also  Lieutenant  Morlett,  33d  regiment;  Lieu- 
tenant Aldwinkle,  Madras  artillery;  and  Mr.  G. 
Timmins,  midshipman.  The  French  owned  to  * 
thirty-seven  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
wounded,  in  this  affidr. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  British  navy  followed 
dose  upon  each  other.  The  Ceylon  (not  the  one 
we  have  been  speaking  of,  but  another  Indiaman, 
purchased  into  the  service  at  Bombay),  was  com- 
missioned as  a  ship  of  war,  and  the  command  of 
her  given  to  Captain  Charles  Gordon.  She  mount- 
ed thirty  guns;  but  wias  indifferently  manned  as 
to  seamen,  although  she  very  fortunately  had  on 
board  some  soldiers,  who  assisted  in  her  defence^ 

which,  for  its  obstinacy,  and  the  happy  results  to 
which  it  led,  did  more  honour  to  her  captain  and 
crew,  than  many  victories  we  have  recolded,'  v^hicb 
have  received  the  reward  usually  allotted  to  merit 
This  action  of  Captain  Gordon's  led  aftmrards  to 
the  success  of  Commodore  Rowley.  * 
The  Ceylon  sailed  from  Madras  in  August,  under 
orders  from  Vice-admiral  Drury,  with  Major-gene- 
ral Abercrombie,  and  a  small  body  of  troops  on 
boardi  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  the  Isle  of  France. 
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On  the  17th  of  September,  she  arrived  off  Port 
Louis,  and  discovered  seVen  sail  of  French  fri- 
gates, and  a  cor\  ette,  lying  in  the  harbour.  The 
British  squadron  not  being  in  sight.  Captain  Gor- 
don made  all  sail  for  the  island  of  Bourbon,  pur- 
sued by  two  of  the  frigates,  one  of  which  brought 
him  to  close  action,  which  was  maintained  for  an 
hour  and  ten  minutes.  About  midnight,  the  ene-> 
my  hauled  off,*and  dropped  astern,  but  renewed 
the  action  at  two  in  the  mornings  accompanied  by 
the  second  frigate,  who  was  very  soon  reduced  to 
a  mere  wreck  by  the  gallant  fire  of  the  Ceylon ;  and 
she  fell  astern,  with  her  mizen-mast,  and  fore  and 
main-topmasts  over  the  side.   Unfortunately,  the 

united  fire  of  the  two  frigates  shot  away  the  top- 
masts of  the  Ceylon  about  the  same  (ime,  and  she 
became  unmanageable.  The  actioh  was  still  con- 
tinued until  five  A.  M.  when  one  of  the  frigates,  with 
her  fore  and  main-mast  standing,  took  a  raking  po- 
sition under  the  quarter  of  the  British  ship,  where 
she  kept  up  a  fire,  unchecked  by  any  return  from 
the  Ceylon,  whose  gallant  Captain  directed  the 
mizan-topsail  to  be  cut  away,  to  enable  the  ship 
to  get  before  the  wind.  This  resource  fiuUng,  and 
every  thing  having  been  done  for  the  preservation 
of  the  ship,  the  colours  were  hauled  down  to  supe- 
rior force.  The  frigates  were  the  Venus,  of  forty- 
four  guns,  eighteen  pounders,  and  three  hundred 
and  eighty  men ;  and  the  Victor  (formerly  Eng- 
lish), of  sixteen  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  t  wenty 
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am.  The  Oe^on  had  ten  men  kilkd,  five  dm- 

gerously  wounded,  eight  sevendy,  and  eighteen 
slightly.  Captain  Ooidoa  was,  of  ooune,  mmt 
honourably  acquitted  for  the  loss  of  his  ship. 

It  was  under  these  painfiil  circmnstances,  with 
scarcely  as  much  force  as  common  prudence  would 
have  required  to  ensure  his  safety  from  capture^ 
Hiat  Commodore  Rowley  proceeded  to  retrieve 
the  distresses  of  his  countrymen.  He  had  very 
fortunately  agreed  with  his  active  coadjtttor»  Co- 
lonel Keating,  that  a  military  post  should  be  esta- 
blished on  Flat  Island,  after  having  secured  the 
possession  of  Isle  de  la  Passe.  For  tiiis  fOB- 
|K>se,  the  Bombay  Merchant,  a  large  transport, 
was  loaded  with  provisions  and  water  sufficient 
for  both  islands,  and  took  on  board  the  flank  bat- 
talion, under  the  command  of  lieutenant-coloael 
Austen.  He  had  just  completed  this  part  of  his 
arrangement,  when,  on  the  22d  of  August^  be  was 
joined  by  the  Windham,  recaptured  from  the  enemy 
by  the  Sirius  on  the  21st,  and  by  her  he  learned 
that  Dtt  Penrte  had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Ue 
de  la  Passe,  and  that  it  was  the  mteutiou  of 
Captain  Pym  to  attack  him  in  that  anohorsge, 
without  waiting  for  any  farther  reinforcement 

The  more  highly  Rowley  appreciated  tbe 
talmts  and  courage  of  Captain  Pym,  the  more 
be  dreaded  this  £atal  resolution,  knowing  the  ex- 
treme haamrd  of  the  enterprise;  certain  that  he 
would  make  the  attempt,  yet  convinced  that 
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in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  enemy's  squa^ 
dxon  must  surrender  without  firing  a  shot  to  tibe 
Qnitad  ibrces  wUch  w<ere  oomang  to  attack  the 
Isle  of  France. 

Two  of  the  flank  companies^  and  a  Aetantmaai 
of  artillery,  were  hurried  on  board  the  Boadicea; 
the  transport,  with  the  remainder  of  th»  foroe^  wai 
directed  to  follow;  bat  baffling  winds  unforlQintely 
retarded  the  passage,  till  the  event  was  decided* 
A  boat  (which  had  been  sesit  away  by  OB^ytwi 
Pym)  was  picked  up  on  the  27th  by  the  Commo- 
dore, which  acquainted  him  with  the  result  of  4ha 
action  at  I^rt  Imperiidy  on  tbe  23d  and 
Never  was  an  officer  more  completely  morti&ed 
and  disappointed  than  the  CoQunodore»  on  jeoeiT^ 
ing  this  mdancholy  despatch.  On  making  tlie  Isle 
•  de  la  Fasse,  on  the  following  morningi  be  peiceivied 
two  of  the  enemy *s  flrigates  dose  off  the  port ;  be 
stood  within  gun-shot  of  one  of  them,  and  withia 
six  miles  of  the  Isle  de  la  Passe,  when  he  saw  the 
Iphigenia,  but  could  not  approach  her  (although 
$he  was  at  that  time  in  possession  of  the  £ngbsb)» 
a  third  frigate  coming  down  upon  Mm  finm  te 
windward.  * 

The  Commodore  tacked  and  stood  off,  and  was 
chased  by  the  French  aqnadreo.  La  Tenns,  hair- 
ing a  great  superiority  in  sailing,  might  easily  have 
brought  him  to  action,  but  appeared  to  wait  for 
the  coming  up  of  lier  consort,  La  Manche*  It  now 
became  a  scene  of  tactics,  in  which  the  anpccior 
genius  of  Rowley  turned  all  the  fortune  of  Ute  war 
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in  his  favoiiT.   He  ran  as  far  to  leeward  as  St 

Denis,  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  trans- 
port to  succour  the  Iphigenia,  and  perhaps  afford 
time  for  her  to  escape,  by  bunging  the  French  fri- 
gates away  from  the  Isle  de  la  Fasse.  The  Boadi- 
cea  was  therefore  at  daylight  tacked»  and  directed 
towards  the  two  French  frigates,  when  they  again 
renewed  the  chase*  until  she  arrived  off  St*  Denis, 
whence  Rowley  sent  an  express  to  Captain  Tom- 
kinson»  of  the  Otter,  to  move  with  his  whole  ship  s 
company  into  the  Windham, -and  join  him  imme- 
diately.  Arriving  off  St.  Pauls,  the  Commodore 
found  that  Captain  Tomkinson  had  declined  ,  the 
command  of  the  indham,  as  being  unfit  for  ser- 
vice ;  in  consequence  of  which,  Captain  Lyne  had 
with  the  most  indefatigable  exertions  fitted  the 
Emma  transport,  with  the  guns  of  the  Windham, 
and  joined  the  Commodore  off  the  port.  With  this 
timely  assistance,  Rowley  resumed  his  route  to- 
wards  the  isle  of  France ;  but  finding  the  Emma 
conld  not  keep  up  with  him,  he  detached  her  to 
Rodrigue,  to  give  information  to.  any  of  our  sliips 
die  might  meet  with,  of  the  state  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  proceeded  ni  the  Boadicea  to  the  Isle  de 
la  Passe,  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  found  that  the 
Iphigenia  had  sailed,  and  that  four  ships  remained 
in  the  port,  which,  it  was  ascertained,  were  the 
B^one^  Minenre,  Nereide,  and.  Ceylon. 

The  Iphigenia  having  capitulated,  nothing  more 
could  be  done  at  that  time.  Commodore  Rowley 
Tetnmed  to  St.  Paul's  bay,  in  tiie  island  of  Bour- 
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bon,  whence  this  indefatigable  ofiicer  weighed 
again  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  6i  September, 
in  company  with  the  Otter  sloop  of  war,  and 
Staunch  gun-brigy  to  attack  the  Astr^e  and  Iphi- 
genia,  which  had  appeared  in  the  offing.   At  this 
moment,  he  had  the  satisiactioa  of  seeing  the 
British  frigate,  Africaine,  commanded,  by  Captain 
Corbett,  join  him  in  chase  of  the  enemy.  Fortune 
smiled,  and  the  labours  of  the  gallant  Rowley 
drew  to  a  glorious  conclusion ;  hut  he  was  yet  to 
feel  one  more  deep  and  cutting,  disappointment. 
The  Africaine  outsailed  the  eneofy :  Corbett,  with 
justifiable  zeal,  for  which  he  has  been  blamed, 
did  not  hesitate  in  bringing  the  two  .  frigates  to 
action,  which  lie  did  at  tliree  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing.  The  Boadicea  was  at  this  time  about  five 
miles  astern ;  the  wind  died  away ;  the  Afri* 
caiae  was  overpowered and,  if  we  have  not  been 
greatly  deceived,  was  lost  by  the  misconduct  of 
her  crew.    The  intrepid  Captain  had  lus  leg  shot 
off.   The  enemy  raked  him,  and  theur  united  fire 
compelled  the  senior  lieutenant  to  surrender^  Cor- 
bett  did  not  (we  fear  would  not)  survive  his  cap- 
ture ;  thirty-six  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  ninety- 
two  wounded.  The  dawn  of  day  once  more  broke 
on  Commodore  Rowley  in  presence  of  an  enemy 
superior  to  lum  in  force,  and  in  number,  but  infe- 
rior in  courage,  science,  and  resources.  They  ap- 
peared to  have  suffered  little,  and  the  Africaine 
had  all  her  masts  and  yards,  her  mizen-topmast 
only  was  gone ;  she  was  in  theur  possession.  To 
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have  renewed  the  action  under  these  disadvantages 
would  have  been  aa  act  of  madness;  the  Boadicea 
im  alone ;  and  it  was  known»  that  two  other  en^ 
my's  frigates  and  a  corvette  were  then  cruising  ia 
the  neighbourhood.    The  Commodore  therefore 

returned  to  bring  up  the  Otter  and  Staunch,  then 

out  of  sight  a&teruy  which  having  joined^  he  led 
them  towards  the  enemy,  who  abandoned  the 
Africaine  at  his  approach,  leaving  an  officer  and 
nine  Frenehmen  in  charge  of  her,  with  most  of  the 

wounded,  and  about  eighty-three  of  the  crew, 

whom  the  French  had  not  time  to  remove.  Be- 
sides the  Captain  of  the  Africaine,  Mr.  Parker^ 
the  master,  was  killed ;  the  first  and  second  lieu* 
tenants,  lieutenant  of  marines,  a  mate,  and  three 
midshipmen  were  wounded,  and  carried  away  pri- 
soners to  the  Isle  of  France. 

The  frigates  which  had  effected  the  capture  of 
the  Africaine,  were  the  Astr^e  and  the  Iphigenia, 
the  last  so  recently  taken  at  the  Isle  de  la  Paasft 

Lieutenant  Joseph  C.  Tullidge,  first  of  the  Afti- 
caine,  and  senior  survivmg  officer,  was  tried  im 
England  for  the  loss  of  that  ship.  It  appeared  to 
tiie  court,  that  he  had  most  faithfully  discharged 
his  duty ;  had  received  four  severe  wounds;  and 
when  nothing  could  be  done  to  save  the  ship,  he 
surrendered.  He  was  therefore  most  honourably 
acquitted,  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

The  Commodore  concludes  his  narrative  at  this 
period,  with  a  humble  and  therefore  a  more  iifr- 
pressive  reconmoendation  of  his  first  lieutenaoty 
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Mr.  Laughftrne.  He  arrived  m  St.  Paul's  bay  once 
more  on  the  iSth  of  September,  witb  the  shattered 
Africaiiie,aiid  again  prepared  to  pursue  the  enemies 
of  his  coanUy.  He  had  not  been  many  houra  al 
anehor,  before  they  made  th^r  appearance,  three 
sail,  two  of  which  had  suffered  in  their  masts  and 
rigging.  The  Boadioea,  with  the  Otter  sloop,  and 
Staunch  gun-brig,  instantly  went  in  pursuit;  but 
light  winds  retarded  their  movements  so  long,  that, 
before  they  could  clear  the  bay*  the  enemy  were 
nearly  out  oi  sight  The  Boadicea,  however,  hav- 
ing the  advantage  of  a  fresh  breeze,  neared  them 
rapidly.  The  only  one  which  appeared  not  dis- 
abledy  had  a  crippled  ship  in  tow ;  this  .she  cast 
off,  to  save  herself  by  flight.  The  third  ship 
having  no  topmasts,  and  only  her  courses  to 
set,  bore  up  to  assist  her  crippled  consort*  This 

enabled  the  gallant  Rowley  to  run  close  alongside  ; 
and  with  a  few  well  directed  broadsides,  he  soon 
silenced  her  fire,  and  displayed  a  British  flag  at 
her  mainmast-head.  She  proved  to  be  the  French 
imperial  frigate.  La  Venus,  of  forty-four  guns, 
with  a  complement  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
men  victualled  and  stored  for  six  months,  and 
eooimaaded  by  Monsieur  Hameln,  senior  officer 
of  the  French  squadron  m  the  Indian  seas.  In  thia 
action  tbe  Venus  had  nine  men  killed,  and  fifteen 
wounded.  This  is  the  ship  which  had  engaged 
and  captured  the  Ceylon  in  the  early  part  of  the 
same  morning. 
The  Venus. (and  we  £ear  her  cs^taiuj  Monsieur 
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Hameln)  was  in  India  the  preceding  year.  In  the 
month  of  October,  he  went  to  the  British  settle- 
ment of  Tappanooly,  m  the  island  of  Sumatra,  and 
laid  it  waste,  taking  the  female  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants on  board  a  prize:  he  set  fire  to  the 
town,  plundering  it  of  every  article,  and  burning 
every  building,  both  public  and  private.  If  Com* 
modore  Hameln  was  present  at  this  detestable 
and  disgraceful  scene,  he  ought  (when  tak»)  to 
have  been  sent  back  to  Tappanooly,  and  made  to 
answer  for  bis  barbarity  with  his  life.  What  more 
could  fiave  been  done  by  the  subjects  of  the  king 
of  Ashantee,  than  was  perpetrated  by  this  repre- 
sentative of  the  Emperor  of  a  refined  and  polished 
nation  ?  Is  there  any  example  of  such  conduct  ia 
the  British  army  or  navy  ?  We  are  proud  to  say 
there  never  was,  and  we  think  never  will  be. 

The  Ceylon  was  immediately  retaken  by  Captaia 
Tomkinson,  in  the  Otter.  On  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Commodore  had  returned  witii  all  his 
prizes  to  St.  Paurs  bay,  where  his  friend.  Colonel 
Keating,  zealously  gave  him  every  assistance,  and 
filled  up  the  complements  of  the  ships  with  soldiers 
firoin  his  garrison.  The  Boadiceahad  no  one  killed, 
and  only  two  wounded  in  the  action.  Captain 
Tomkinson,  of  the  Otter,  Lieutenant  Laughamer 
Lieutenant  Strutt,  of  the  Staunch,  and  Lieutenant 
Ramsay,  of  the  80th  regiment,  aiie  particularly 
mentioned  as  having  distinguished  themselves  in 
this  unexampled  piece  of  service. 

The  successes  of  Commodore  Rowley  prepared 
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die  way  for  the  final  reduction  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
to  which  Vice-admiral  Bertie  directed  the  forces 
under  his  comniand.  There  was  one  circumstance 
attending  the  attack. on  tins  island,  which^  though 
hitherto  scarcely  noticed  by  historians,  contributed 
greatly  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants, 
till  thea  kept  in  profound  ignorance  of  the  state  of 
things.  We  mean  the  daring  adventure  of  Cap- 
tain WUloughby,  of  the  Nereide,  who,  after  land- 
ing at  Jocotel,  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  the 
island,  and  distributed  the  proclamations  which 
made  the  inhabitants  acquainted  with  the  views 

of  the  Biitisli  government,  and  induced  them,  on 
our  forces'  landing,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  British  protection. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
dated  on  board  the  Africaine,  in  St.  Paul's  bay. 
Isle  of  Bourbon,  13th  of  October,  1810,  Vice-ad- 
miral Bertie  says,  I  hoisted  my  flag  on  board 
the  Nisus,  and  sailed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  for  the  Isle  of  France. 
On  the  2d,  I  made  the  land,  and  proceeded  to  re-* 
connoitre  Port  South  East,  and  Port  Louis,  or 
.Port  Imperial,  without  meeting  any  British  cruiser. 
.Thence  I  proceeded  to  St.  Pauls  bay,  where  I 
found  the  Boadicea,  Otter,  and  Staunch  gun-bri^, 
together  with  the  Africaine  and  Ceylon^  which  had 
been  taken,  and  recaptured  from  the  enemy,  and 
the  imperial  French  frigate,  La  Venus.  A  mo- 
mentary superiority  thus  obtained  (says  the  Ad- 
miral) by  the  memy,  has  been  promptly  and  de- 
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eisivfily  crushed*  by  the  tmited  zeal,  jadginm^ 

perseverance,  skill,  and  intrepidity,  of  Captain 
Jiowiey,  m  the  Boadicea." 

The  Vice-admiral,  on  hie  arrival  in  tiie  island  of 
Bourbon,  prepared  to  attack  the  Isle  of  Fraace. 
The  prize  and  recaptures  were  immediately  equip.- 
ped.  The  name  of  the  Venus  was  changed  to  that 
oi  the  JSereide,  m  compliment  to  the  gallant  de* 
fence  of  that  ship ;  and  in  eleven  days  after  the 
Admiral's  arrival,  the  Boadicea,  Africaine,  Nisus^ 
Neretde,  of  thirty-height  gans,  and  the  Ceylon»  of 
thirty  guns,  were  all  ready  for  sea.  A  fortunate 
circumstance  succeeded  to  our  disasters.  The 
Ranger  transport  had  been  taken  by  the  Venus, 
loaded  with  stores  and  provisions  for  the  squa- 
dron ;  the  loss  of  this  vessel  was  therefore  a  mis- 
fortune  v^^hich  threatened  most  serious  conse- 
quences ;  but  when  the  Venus  was  captured  by 
the  Boadicea,  she  was  found  to  have  on  board  all 
the  stores  of  the  Ranger,  which  completed  the 
vifitaalling  of  the  British  squadron  to  four  months. 
Major-general  Abercrombie,  who,  with  his  staflF, 
was  taken  in  the  Ceylon,  was  also  retaken  in  the 
Venus;  another  fortunate  event;  as  this  officer  was 
intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  army  intended 
to  reduce  the  Isle  of  France. 

With  these  preparations  the  Vicc-admintl  put  to 
sea,  and  arrived  off  Port  Louis  on  the  1 9  th,  where  he 
found  the  enemy's  squadron  lying  in  the  harbour. 
On  the  24  th,  lie  was  joined  by  Kear-admiral  Drury, 
Aomlndia^  with  the  Russd,  seventy-four,  Olorinde, 
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Doris,  Phaeton,  Bucephalus,  Cornelia,  andHesper: 
Uking  the  RcBi^admiral  under  his  orders,  and  lear- 
iny  a  sufficient  force  to  blockade  the  port,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Rodrigue  to  join  the  traDsports,  with 
the  army  from  India ;  this  he  effected  on  the  3d  of 
November,  and  found  there  all  the  force  he  ex* 
pected  from  Bombay.  The  division  fiom  Madras 
arrived  on  the  6th,  under  convoy  of  the  Psyche 
and  Comwallis ;  and  Rear-admiral  Dnuy  was  di^ 
vected  to  resume  bis  station  in  India,  taking  with 
him  the  Russel,  Phaeton,  and  Bucephalus.  The 
division  fiom  Bourbon  arrived  on  the  12th;  that 
from  Bengal,  on  the  night  of  the  21st,  under 
convoy  of  the  Illustrious^  joined  the  fleet  in  the 
offing;  the  Vice-admiral  and  the  whole  force  soon 
after  bore  up  for  Grande  Bay,  in  the  Isle  of  France, 
where  the  fleet,  to  the  number  of  seventy  sail, 
anchored  on  the  29th,  twelve  miles  to  wind- 
ward ot  Port  Louis.   The  troops,  the  seamen, 

4 

nmrines,  and  artillery,  were  landed  the  same 

day,  without  loss  or  accident.  The  army  im- 
mediately commenced  active  operations,  while 

the  squadron  watched  its  movements,  and  landed 
its  supplies  as  fast  as  they  became  necessary.  The 
force  being  infinitely  beyond  what  was  requisite 
for  the  capture  of  the  settlement,  General  De  Caen 
sent  out  terms  of  capitulation,  whid^  being  mi>- 
dified  by  the  British  Chiefs,  were  finally  agreed  to, 

and  the  Isie  of  France  became  a  British  colony, 

» 

which  it  has  ever  since  continued. 

2x2 


Digitized  by  Google 


484  ^AST  INDll^.  i\m. 

The  ships  and  vessels  taken  in  Port  Napoleon, 
or  Port  Louis,  were  the  frigates  Astrte^  of  forty- 
four  guns ;  Bellone,  forty-four ;  La  Manche»  forty- 
four  ;  La  Minerve,  fifty-two ;  the  Victor  corvette, 
twenty-two  guns;  the  Entrepenante,  and  another, 
of  fourteen  guns  each;  all  fine  vessels;  besides 
thirty-one  sail  of  ships  and  brigs  of  large  tonnage. 
The  Iphigenia  and  Nereide,  of  thirty-six  guns 
each,  were  also  recaptured. 

The  amount  of  booty  on  this  island  was  not  very 
considerable.  The  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
became  a  subject  of  litigation  between  the  Vice- 
admirals  Bertie  and  the  Honourable  R.  Stopford, 
the  latter  havini,^  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  station,  to  supersede 
the  former,  previously  to  the  surrender  of  the 
Isle  of  France.  Sir  William  Scott;  after  a  long 
hearing,  gave  it  in  favour  of  Vice-admiral  Bertie, 
who  gladly  paid  all  the  expenses  of  the  appeal. 

The  Isle  of  Prance,  though  a  great  acquisition 
to  our  colonial  interests  on  the  peninsula  of  India, 
was  obtained  by  a  conyention  no  ways  superior  to 
that  of  Cintra.'  The  garrison  were  not  even  made 
prisoners  of  war,  for  an  exchange ;  but  give^n  up 
unconditionally,  and  provided  with  ships  to  carry 
them  to  France.  The  islanders  were  to  main- 
tain their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  and  their 
laws.  Thus,  by  the  crooked  and  dishonest  policy 
of  Napoleon,  was  France  deprived  of  these 
valuable  colonies  in  the  East  Indies,  and  at  the 
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same  time  lost  ail  that  she  possessed  in  the  West 
The  capitalation  of  the  Isle  of  France  is  dated 
December  3,  1810. 

0/  5At>f  employtd     like  cttp^mn  of  the  hie  of  France, 
Mieember  3,  1810. 

Cum.  Comma  ndert. 

Africaine  44  I  f 'ag— Vice-admirHl  Hertie 

I     Cap! a II)  T.  Grdbam 

'  Illustrioas   74    William  Brou-liton 

*  Boadicea   3a    Commodore  Joiias  Rowley 

Nisus  3B    P.  Beaver 

Cornelia    3G  H.  F.  Edgell 

Cloriode   36  Tlioniy?  Bri^^f^s 

Menelaus   38  Sir  Peter  Farker,  Barl. 

Doris   36   Lye 

Phabe  36  James  Hillyar 

Nereide(forineriyFreachVeuu8)  44   Hendersoo 

Psyche  36  John  Edgecumbe 

CeyIoD(ietakenX**«  30  William  TomkintOD 

Hesper  32  WiilMm  FattenoD 

Hecate  •  18  G.  Reonie 

Eclipse*  •  •  18  —  Lyne 

Emma,  government  armed  *hip      {  ^e^SU unc^^^^ 

Slattncli,  gun-brig  14    Lieuteilaot  Craig 

ActeoD  18  Lord  Viscottot  NenlJe 

The  Commander-m-chief  in  the  East  Indies 

having  received  orders  to  put  the  island  of  Java 
and  all  the  JJutch  settlements  in  the  Moluccas 
under  a  strict  blockade,  directed  Captain  Edward 
Tucker,  in  the  Dover,  of  forty-four  guns,  to  pro- 
ceed to  attack  Amboyna;  wherehewas  joined  by 

the  Cornwallis,  of  seventy-four  <2:nns,  and  the 
Dutch  sloop  of  war  Mandarine,  which  she  had 
taken;  with  these  ships,  and  a  body  of  Company's 
troops,  Captam  Tucker,  by  a  very  expert  and  sea- 


Diyuizeo  by  GoOgle 


4B6  114DI£S  [isio. 

manlike  mau(£UTre>  succeeded  ia  surprising  the 
isknd.   Haviiig  aU  his  boats  out,  with  tiie  troops 
in  them  ready  to  put  off,  he  kept  them  at  the  sides 
of  the  abipa  laost  remote  from  the  enemy,  and 
getting  under  weigh,  pretended  to  stand  out  to  sea, 
but  in  fact,  by  keeping  his  sails  lifting,  he  allowed 
his  ships  to  drift  close  into  the  spot  where  he  in- 
tended to  make  a  lauding;  passing  this  within 
two  cables'  length,  he  suddenly  let  go  his  boats, 
the  troops,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  the 
orders  of  Captain  Court,  instantly  landed,  while 
the  ships  engaged  the  forts  and  surrounding 
batteries  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  the  party  ad- 
vanced and  carried  by  storm  the  heights  com- 
manding Portuguese  bay,  into  which  the  squadron 
immediately  proceeded,  and  came  to  an  anchor. 
On  the  following  day  the  enemy,  intimidated  by 
the  effects  of  the  bombardment,  and  the  spirit  of 
their  assailants,  thought  proper  to  capitulate;  and 
on  the  I7ih  of  t'ebruary,  I8I0,  the  island  of  Am- 
boyna  was  again  subject  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain*   Captain  Tucker  was  assMted  in  this 
successful  enterprise  by  the  Captains  W.  A.  Mon- 
tague and  Spencer;  Lieutenants  Peachy  (now 
(Viscount  Selsey),  Dabine,  and  Indedon.  The 
force  which  the  enemy  had  to  oppose  to  the 
British,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
European,  one  thousand  Javanese  and  Madurese 
troops,  the  officers  and  crews  of  vessels  sunk  m 
the  hatbour,  many  of  whom  weve  Bnropeans, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  be- 
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aides  the  Dutch  inhabitants  and  burghers.  Am- 
boyna  is  the  residence  of  the  goremor  of  tho 
Moluccas.  Witb  this  iaiaiid  were  taken  or  de* 
stroyed,  seven  vessels  uf  war,  of  various  descnp- 
fjouB,  forty-two  goremment  supply  Tcssels*  wd 

tluee  neutrals;  and  the  boats  of  the  Dover,  up  to 
tiie  22d  of  Janttary^  had  captured  ao  less  than 
twenty  Dutch  gun-boats,  from  eight  guns  and 
sixty  men»  to  one  gun  and  five  men.  On  the  5th 
of  Febniary»  Captain  Tucker,  in  company  with 
Captain  Spencer,  of  the  Samarang,  captured,  oflf 
Amboyna,  the  Dutch  bng»  of  war,  Rembang,  of 
eighteen  guns  and  one  hundred  men,  and  the 
Hope,  of  ten  guns  and  sixty-eight  men. 

Captain  W.  A.  Montague^  in  the  ComwalUs,  sue-* 
cessfully  attacked  the  fort  of  Boolo  Combo,  on  the 
island  of  Celebes^  spiked  the  guns^  and  drove  out 
the  troops,  after  which,  three  of  his  boats,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Vidal,  of  the  .same 
ship,  boarded  and  brought  out  a  Bhg,  lying  under 
the  Dutch  fort  of  Manippa :  she  was  louud  to 
contain  the  most  acceptable  cargo  of  turlle>  fowls, 
fruit,  and  sago,  refreshments  of  wbicfai  his  ship's 
company  stood  in  the  greatest  need.  On  the  2d 
of  March,  Lieutenant  Peachy,  of  the  same  ship, 
boarded,  with  the  boats,  a  Dutch  brig  of  war,  of 
eil^t  guna»  and  forty  men,  and  carried  bar*  She 
was  pierced  for  fourteen  guns.  One  Englishman 
was  dangerously  wounded,  and  four  sUgbtiy.  The 
enemy  had  om  officer  killed^  and  twenty  men 
wounded. 
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Lieutenant  Augustus  Vere  Drury,  of  the  Sylvia 
cutter,  captured  a  Dutch  natiouai  bhg  ot  eight 
guns,  with  two  transports  and  three  piratical 
prows.  In  the  same  year  Captain  Byng,  now 
Viscount  Torrington»  commanded  the  Beiliqueuz, 
of  sixty-four  guns,  with  the  Sir  Francis  Drake  fri- 
gate, of  thirty-eight  guns,  under  his  orders.  The 
boats  of  both  ships,  led  by  Lieutenant  Prior,  first 
of  the  Belliqueux,  boarded  and  carried*  a  French 
ketch,  and  several  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  in  the 
bay  of  Bantam.  The  ketch  and  two  gun  boats 
were  destroyed,  though  protected  by  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  batteries. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Captain  Tucker  ap- 
proached the  Dutch  fort  of  Ooronletto,  in  the  bay 
of  Tommine,  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  of 
Celebes,  where  the  Dutch  colours  were  flying. 
Finding  that  no  Dutch  officer  was  present,  but 
that  the  whole  settlement  was  held  under  the  good 
pleasure  of  that  government,  by  the  Sultan  and  his 
two  sons,  who  bore  Dutch  commissions,  Captain 
Tucker  waited  on  the  Sultan,  tind  after  a  proper 
representation,  his  Majesty  was  induced  to  forecro 
his  connexion  with  Holland,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  supremacy  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  the 
whole  trade  of  the  island  was  thus  thrown  open  to 
British  shipping.  Manado  surrendered  in  the  same 
manner;  and  from  thence  Captain  Tucker  proceeded 
to  Ternate,  where,  having  landed  a  body  of  the 
Company's  troops,  seamen,  and  marines,  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  seventy -four,  under 
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the  command  of  Captain  Forbes,  of  the  Company  s 
senrice,  the  island  was  redaced  to  submission. 
A  part  of  the  force  which  took  this  island  was 
brought  irom  Amboyna. 

Captain  (now  Sir  Christopher)  Cole,  in  the 
Caruiioe,  of  thirty-six  guns,  bad  been  detached  by 
Rear-admiral  Drury»  with  a  disposable  force  of 
Madras  native  infentry,  to  attack  the  Molucca 
islands,  where  Captain  Tucker,  from  the  extent  of 
his  operations  on  the  enemy»  required  immediate 
support.  The  Piedmontaise  frigate,  Captain  Foote, 
and  Baracouta  brig,  of  eighteen  guns.  Captain 
Keenah,  were  under  his  orders,  and  with  less 
than  two  hundred  and  forty  men  Captain  Cole 
landed,  and  took  possession  of  the  island  of  Banda- 
neira,  the  chief  of  the  Spice  islands.  This  conquest  4 
was  achieved  under  difficulties  from  which  many 
misrht  have  retreated  without  dishonour:  the  place 
was  strongly  fortified,  and  defended  by  seven 
hundred  men,  with  a  nummus  artillery,  mounted 
on  the  most  commanding  batteries.  The  night 
was  chosen  for  the  time  of  attack,  when  wind  and 
raia  conspired  to  conceal  tlieir  approach.  Their 
first  landing  was  efiected  within  a  hundred  yards 
of  a  ten-gun  battery,  stormed  in  the  rear,  and 
taken  by  Captain  Keenah  and  Lieutenant  Carew, 
without  the  firing  of  a  musket.  The  garrison  being 
made  prisoners  and  secured,  the  party  pushed, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  guide,  to  the  castle  of 
Belgica,  and  as  the  intrepid  invaders  marched 
round  the  walls  of  the  town,  they  heard  the  sound 
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of  the  bugle,  rousing  the  garrison  to  arm.  Scalin^ 
ladders  were  placed  against  the  walls  of  Jb  ort  Bel- 
gicft»  and  the  outer  pentagon  carried;  the  sentineU 
began  to  fire,  but,  unchecked  and  undaunted,  the 
a&sailants  lifted  their  scaling-ladders  from  one  out- 
work to  the  other.  The  enemy  scarcely  gave  hkn- 
aelf  time  to  fire  his  guns;  darkness  and  fear  mul- 
tiplied the  force  and  number  of  the  foe>  and  tb^ 
garrison  fled  with  terror  and  precipitation  through 
the  gateway*  leaving  the  Colooel-comiiiaiidaBft 
and  ten  other  people  dead,  and  two  oflBcers  and 
thirty  men  prisoners.  When  daylig^  came,  the 
British  were  in  possefwion  of  Belgica,  while  the  fort 
of  Nassau,  and  the  sea  deiences,  lay  at  their  ieet; 
the  enemy  were  attheis  guns  at  the  different  poets. 

At  sun-rise  the  Dutcli  flag  was  liuisted  on  Nassau, 
and  the  sea-batteries  began  to  &re  on  the  ikitish 
"  ships.  Leaving  a  part  of  his  men  to  guard  Belgica» 
Captain  Cole  advanced  with  his  ladders  to  storm 
*  Nassau,  when  Captain  Keenah,  whom  he  had  sent 

with  a  message  to  the  Governor,  returned  with  a 
promise  of  submission.  The  British  colours  vrese 
immediately  displayed  on  the  forts,  in  whidi  they 
found  mounted  one  hundred  and  twenty  pieces 
of  caimon>  defended  by  seven  hundred  regular 
troops,  besides  tlie  niditia.  The  capture  of  this 
ialand  was  another  heavy  blow  to  the  commecoe 
of  the  enemy,  and  its  reduction  under  such  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  justly  obtaioed  for  Captain 
Ode  the  older  of  the  Bath,  which  was  after  waida 
couierred  ou  hini  by  his  sovereign.  . 
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In  August,  1810,  Captain  Geurge  Harris,  oi  lue 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  captured  off  Java  a  Batafim 
ship  of  eight  guns,  a  schooner  of  six  guns,  a  pri- 
vateer, two  guQ-boatsrwitb  four  guas  each,  and, 
in  additioB  ta  these,  between  the  9th  of  August 
and  the  8th  of  September,  seven  Batavian  gun- 
hoats^  five  piratical  prows,  and  thirty*five  Sutdi 
trading  vessels. 

iu  the  West  Indies  we  have  little  more^  to  relate 
than  the  capture  of  the  remainder  of  the  Fremdi 
islands.  The  British  government  being  determined 
to  destroy  the  comBierce  of  France  in  eray  part 

of  the  world,  our  arms  reaped  an  ample  harvest  of 
honour  and  riches,  in  the  last  spoils  the  Cahbfaea 
Islands* 

The  first  operation  this  year  was  the  attack 
of  Bay  Mahant,  in  the  island  of  Guadaloope,,  by 
Captain  John  Hayes,  of  the  Freya,  of  thirty-six 
guns^  who  sent  Mr.  David  Hope,  his  first  heo* 
tenant,  with  the  boats,  into  Uie  bay  at  night, 
on  the  21st  of  January,  where  he  enpenenced 
great  diffieuhy  in  induig  a  paseage,  and  met 

so  many  shaais,  that  the  headmost  boat  got  ashore 
eight  or  ten  times.  At  a  little  after  eioTcn  o'dock 
he  took  a  ftshernan,  who  informed  him  that  a 
troop  of  regular  soldiers  had  arrived  there  from 
Point  Pitre,  and  also  a  company  of  native  in£uitry. 
As  they  approached  the  shore  within  gun-shot,  a 
signal  gun  was  fired,  and  instantly  followed  by  a 
dischar^  of  grape  from  a  battery  on  the  N.E. 
point,  and  another  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  together 
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with  the  guns  from  a  brig,  and  muskets  from  the 
bushes  from  one  battery  to  the  other*  Under  this 
fire  the  boats  went  to  the  brig;  but,  findiug  her 
abaDdoned,  they  pulled  to  the  shore;  as  they  ad- 
yanced  to  the  battery*  the  enemy  retreated,  and 

took  pusl  behind  a  thick  bicast-work,  and  over  it 
engaged  with  musketry:  from  this  they  were 
soon  driven.  Mr.  Hope  found  their  roagazines, 
containing  twenty  barrels  of  powder,  and  imple- 
ments of  war,  all  which  he  destroyed ;  also  one 

twenty-four  pounder.    About  half  an  hour  after, 

he  carried  another  battery  of  three  twenty-four 
pounders,  the  whole  of  which  he  spiked,  and 
rendered  useless;  the  carriages  and  guard-house 
were  burnt.  This  battery  was  very  complete,  with 
a  ditch  all  round  it,  and  lead  a  small  bridge  and 
gateway  entrance*  After  this  service  was  per- 
formed, Mr.  Hope  returned  to  the  brig,  which  he 
found  iast  iu  the  mud,  the  enemy  having  cut  her 
cables  on  leaving  her:  with  much  difficulty,  and 

exertion  he  got  her  off.  Near  her  lay  a  large 
Enghsh-built  ship,  under  repair,  and  in-shore  of 
her,  a  very  fine  national  schooner,  pierced  for 
sixteen  guns,  twelve  only  on  board.  Unable  to 
move  the  ship,  it  was  impossible  to  bring  out  the 
schooner,  which  lay  within  the  creek,  he  therefore 
set  fire  to^  and  burnt  both  of  them.  The  enemy 
lost  many  men ;  two  officers  were  found  dead,  and 
several  wounded,  in  the  batteries. 

The  island  of  Guadaloupe  had  enjoyed  some 
period   of  traaquilUly,    at    least  if   the  iron 
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sway  of  the  Governor  deserved  that  name.  The 

expulsion  of  the  EDglish  m  1795»  had  given  the 
ferocious  and  cruel  Victor  Hugues  an  opportunity 
of  restoring  tlie  arbitrary  puwer  of  his  predeces- 
sors. Slavery  was  more  firmly  established  than 
ever.  Supplies  of  men  and  ordnance,  stores  of 
provisions,  and  fast  sailing  vessels  of  war,  had 
been  forwarded  with  unusual  zeal  and  ability  from 
the  mother  country ;  and  though  many  of  the 
firigates  and  sloops  fell  into  our  hands,  Guadaloupe 
prospered^  under  the  government  of  Ernouf,  and 
her  harbours  and  bays  aiibrded  ready  protection 
to  the  privateers,  which,  by  their  activity,  gave 
incessant  annoyance  to  our  trade ;  added  to  these 
considerations,  the  island  was  a  colony  of  great 
advantage  to  France,  who  ninch  needed  its  pro- 
duce, its  capture  was  therefore  decided  on. 

The  same  season  for  military  operations  was 
chosen  as  that  of  the  preceding  year,  when  Mar- 
tinique was  taken,  and  the  same  commandem  by 
land  and  sea  conducted  the  expedition.  Vice- 
admiral  iSir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and  Lieutenant- 
general  Sir  George  Beckwith,  having  received 
their  instructions,  the  ships  of  war  were  immedi- 
ately sent  to  the  different  islands,  to  collect  the 
contingent  of  troops  from  each.  The  Admiral  and 
General  sailed  on  the  22d  of  January,  for  the  ap- 
pointed rendezvous  in  Prince  Rupert's  Bay,  in  the 
island  of  Dominica,  tf  hence,  the  forces  being  all 
collected,  and  the  arrangements  completed,  the 
expedition  mailed  on  the  24  th, 
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Sir  Alexander  Cocfaraoe  ordered  Cenmodofe 

Ballard;  in  the  Sceptre,  to  conduct  the  second 
division  of  the  army  to  the  Saintee,  and  followed* 
himself,  in  the  Pomp^c,  with  tiic  lirst  division, 
which,  on  the  27  th,  anchored  off  Goaier,  in  the 
ielaod  of  Guadaloupe :.  at  four  oVslock  tfie  next 
morning,  this  division,  conducted  by  Captain 
Fahie,  and  headed  by  the  Coiimiaiider«m-chief  of 

the  ti'oops,  landed  without  opposition  at  the  village 
of  St.  Marie,  whence  they  moved  on  to  Cabstene. 
While  this  division  was  advancing,  Commodore 
Ballard  weighed  from  the  Saintes,  and  with  his 
division  made  a  foint  npon  Trois  Rivieres,  whick 
drew  the  enemy  from  the  difhcult  pass  of  Trochier. 
The  Commodore  in  the  evening  landed  his  troops 
to  the  northward  of  BasselerFe,  and  they  marched 
towards  the  right  of  the  enemy.  On  the  2d  of 
Febroary,  the  troops  proceeded  to  the  heights  of 
Palmiste,  and  the  sliipping  anchored  about  two 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Basseterre,  into  whidi 
town,  Captain  Fahie,  with  the  marines  of  tiie 
squadron,  marched  and  took  possession. 
On  the  dd«  Brigadier-general  Haroourt*s  division 

warmly  engaged,  and  drove  back  the  ciiemy  with 
considerable  loss.  The  reserve,  under  Brigadier- 
general  Wale,  beat  thrir  left,  and  gained  the  im^ 
portant  pass  of  Matouba.  Astonished  and  etMi^ 
founded  by  the  vigour  and  immber  of  his  emnuee, 
General  Emouf,  sent  his  aidc>dc-camp  with  terms 
of  capitulation,  which  were  agreed  on.  Cons* 
modore  Ballard  and  Bcigadier^general  Haroourt, 


were  named  as  commisaioiiers  by  the  fintish 
Commanders,  and  the  terms  were  signed  and 
delivered  on  the  (Jth,  at  eight  o^ciock  in  the  mora- 
ing.   Thus,  after  only  eight  days  of  rejsistance» 
this  island  fell  a  second  time  into  our  hands. 
The  naval  officers  employed  with  the  army  on 
•liore  were  Commodore  (now  Rear-admiral)  Bal- 
lard, Captain  (now  Rear-admiral  Sir  W.C.)  Fahie, 
and  the  Captains  Stanfell,  Dilkes,  V.  V.  Bal« 
lard,  Watson,  Elliott,  Flinn,  and  Dowers;  and 
Captain  Abbott,  of  the  marines  of  the  Pomp^, 
who  was  wounded.   The  cannon  were  dragged, 
and  all  the  heary  work  done,  by  the  seamen,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  General,  who  pro- 
oonneed  a  warm  enloginm  on  the  naval  officers 
employed  with  him.   The  loss  sustained  by  the 
enemy  at  Guadaloupe  on  this  occasion  was  about 
SIX  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  and  two  thousand 
jmonm.   Detachments  of  British  troops  soon 
after  took  possession  of  St.  Martin's  and  St. 
Eustatia,  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  and  bir  Alexander 
Cochrane  congratulated  the  government  on  the 
extinction  oi  tlie  power  of  France  and  Holland,  m 
the.Caribbean  seas.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  was 
appointed  govci  nor  of  Guadaloupe,  which  he  held 
for  three  years.    It  was  during  his  government 
on  this  island  that  he  procured  the  skeleton,  em- 
bedded in  Ume-stone,  which  now  lies  in  the  British 
Museum. 

The  capture  of  the  enemy's  colonies  in  the  West 
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Indies,  particularly  those  of  MartiniqueandGuada- 
loupe,  obtaiued  for  the  army  and  navy  the  equal 
and  highly  honourable  approbation  of  both  houses 
of  Parliament.  The  two  professions  had  acted 
'  together  with  the  most  perfect  unanimity  for  the 
honour  and  interest  of  their  king  and  country. 
The  navy,  without  arrogating  to  itself  any  undue 
share  of  credit,  was  more  instrumental  to  these 
conquests  than  the  army,  because  mor^  lu  its 
sphere  of  action.  Yet  the  officers  of  the  army  had 
the  honour  of  wearing  medals  and  clasps,  for  the 
taking  of  Martinique  and  Guadaioupe,  while  those 
of  the  navy  had  none !  To  consolidate  the  union 
of  the  two  services,  has  ever  be^n  the  wish  of 
the  author  of  these  pages;  he  therefore  alludes  to 
the  painful  subject  more  *  in  sorrow  than  in  anger/ 
The  battle  of  Waterloo  crowned  the  great  pyramid 
of  glory  acquired  by  our  soldiers  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  and  in  Egypt ;  but  was  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar  less  glorious^  or  less  important,  to  Bri- 
tain? Were  British  yalour  and  skill  less  conspi- 
cuous on  the  day  that  Nelson  (under  Providence) 
sealed  the  safety  of  his  country,  and  asserted  the 
empire  oi  the  seas,  with  his  own  blood  ?  \V  as  the 
destruction  of  the  nayal  power  of  France  and  Spain 
less  glorious  or  less  beneficial  to  this  country, 
than  the  destruction  of  an  army  which  at  most 
could  but  have  overrun  Belgium,  before  it  was 
crushed  by  the  united  powers  of  Russia,  Prussia, 
and  Austria?  For  Waterloo  the  army  had  medals 
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and  clasps,  and  ribands,  even  to  the  private  sol- 
diers: the  latter  had  two  years'  servitude  allowed 
to  them.    These  rewards  were  bravely  won,  and 
well  bestowed.   Would  not  the  men  of  Trafalgar 
have  been  equally  grateful,  and  more  than  ever 
attached  to  the  service,  by  such  a  mark  of  royal 
favour !   Nelson  to  his  last  hour  never  knew  why- 
medals  were  denied  to  his  captains  for  the  victory 
of  CopenhageUf  which  broke  up  the  northern  con- 
federacy.   If  silver  badges,  of  the  value  of  only 
half  a  crown,  had  been  presented  in  the  name  of 
his  Majesty,  to  the  captains  and  second  captains 
of  guns,  and  to  seamen  or  marines  who  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  late  war,  it  would  have 
done  more  towards  reforming  the  service  than 
all  the  penal  laws  that  ever  were  enacted.  So 
justly  and  so  highly  appreciated  by  all  classes 
were  these  honorary  distinctions,  that  we  are  quite 
sure  their  more  general  distribution  in  the  navy, 
during  the  war,  would  have  produced  the  happiest 
effects. 

If  a  fore-mast  man,  by  acquiring  a  medal, 
Became  exempted  from  corporal  punishment,  was 
permitted  to  go  on  shore  as  an  officer,  and  allowed 
one  or  two  years' time,  as  the  soldiers  were  at 
Waterloo,  we  should  soon  have  such  a  class  of 
men,  as  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  impress* 
ment,  and  purge  our  ships  of  ruffians  and  useless 
hands. 

The  year  1810  was  remarkably  iatal  to  our  ships 

of  war.    In  the  month  of  August  we  lost  in  the 
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MediterraEean,  the  Lively,  of  thirty-eight  gims; 
and  i&  the  North  Sean*  in  the  month  of  DeeeiBber« 
the  Minotaur^  of  seTenty-four  guns,  smd  five  hun- 
dred men,  the  Nymphe,  of  thirty-eight  guns,  and 
Pallas*  of  thirty-two. 

The  loss  of  the  Nymphe  and  Pallas  was  ocea- 
sioned  by  their  running  on  shore  in  the  Frith  of 
Forth*  mistaking  the  light  of  a  Ume-kSn  at  Brox- 
mouth  for  that  which  is  conii>tantiy  kept  burning 
on  the  Isle  of  May.  Some  of  the  crew  of  Ike 
Pallas  were  drowned,  the  utbers,  with  eQI  those 
9t  the  Nymphe,  were  saved.  As  L'Aimable,  of 
thirty- two  guns,  had  run  on  shore  only  three 
weeks  before,  aear  the  same  spot,  and  by  the  same 
error,  surely  there  was  a  palpable  nef^igence  ui 

those  who  are  paid  for  the  troubic  of  inspecting 
and  psoviding  the  coas;t  Ughts.  On  no  consi^lenL- 
tion  shmiM  a  fake  light  be  allowed  to  bum*  whan 
by  its  being  nu&taken  £or  a  true  one*  the  most  falai 
acddenls  migkt  ensu^  The  Tnmty  Board  are 

responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses, 

and  though  they  certainly  h^ive  not  the  pawei  to 
extinguish  a  lime-kiln*  Ateiv  veprssenftalion  of  its 
existence  ought  have  been*  and  probably  was, 
laid  before  Ike  goremmept*  but  w^  never  heaid 

that  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  evil  con- 
sequences. The  Captains  Claye  and  Monke*  of 
the  Nyin{Ae  and  Pallas*  were  honoiuraUy  acquii** 
ted  for  the  loss  of  their  ships*  as  was  also  the 
captain  of  the  Lively. 

^  The  Minotaur  in  the  same  month  returning  irom 
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the  Baltic  with  a  convoy,  ran  upon  the  Haak  sands 

off  the  Texel.  The  ship  was  totally  lost,  with 
Captain  John  Barrett,  her  commander,  and  near 
four  hundred  of  the  crew.  One  hundred  and  ten 
officers  and  men  were  saved  by  the  Dutch,  and 
treated  with  great  kindness  and  hospitality* 
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CHAP.  VI. 


1.  Illness  of  bis  Majesty,  King  George  III.— Regency  bUl 
patsed— Afikirs  of  the  Baltic  and  North  of  Enrope— Daaet 
attack  Anholf,  and  are  defeated— PoKtlct  of  Rmtia  hvoW- 

able  to  England — Bonaparte  at  Boulogne — ^Nalad  and  aqua- 
dron  engage  flotilla,  and  take  a  praam — Lord  Gambier  com- 
maods  llie  Channel  fleet — Loss  ot  the  Hero,  St.  George,  and 
Defence. 

2.  Spain^  Portugal,  and  Mediterrauean. — Successes  of  Mar- 
shal Soult — Loss  of  Olivenxa,  Tortosa,  and  Badajos — Siege 
ofCadiz— Battle  of  Barossa— Successliil  attack  on  the  enemy's 
lines  in  the  liarbour  of  Cadiz — Sir  Edward  Pellcw  lelievcs 
Sir  Charles  Cotton  in  the  Mediterranean— Siege  and  capture 
ofTarragoMH — Horrid  massacres — Observations — Enterprises 
by  the  Bnlisli  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Italy,  and  in  the  Adri- 
atic— 8iege  of  Valencia—  Defence  of  Tariffa  by  the  Etiglisli 
— Captain  Ho»te*s  action  off  Lissa — Capture  of  Figuc  ras  by 
the  Spaniards — Captain  Eyre,  of  the  Magnificent,  takes  a 
large  convoy — Captain  Barrie^  io  La  Pomoney  destroys  three 
ships  in  the  gulf  of  Lagone* 

9*  North  Amertea, — Causes  of  the  disputes  between  that  power 
and  Great  Britain — Action  between  tbe  President  nnd  Little 
Belt — British  naval  force  on  that  atation. 

4.  Eui  Mte«.— Action  off  Madagatcar—Capture  of  La  Rc- 
aomni^  and  Nereide,  and  of  tbe  settlement  4»f  Tanntnfe* 
Death  of  Vice-admifal  Drnry — Commodore  Broaghton  ta- 
aumea  the  commalid,  and  sails  with  the  expedition  to  Jav»^ 
Rear-admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Robert  Stopford  arnves,  and 
takes  the  eommand*»Lord  Minto  arrivea  at  Mahwcn— Lbt  of 
ahtps  employed  in  tbe  expedition-^Its  arrival  and  proceedioge 
— Capture  of  Java  and  of  Mindano. 

Th  e  mental  faculties  of  his  Majesty,  King  George 
tbe  Third,  had  long  been  seriously  impaired,  and  the 
death  of  her  Royal  Highness  tke  Prmcess  Amelia, 
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his  bdoTed  daughter,  which  took  place  on  the  2d 

of  November,  1810,  completely  destroyed  the 
equilibrium  of  his  Majesty's  mind,  and  produced 
the  clin^ax  of  that  lamented  disorder,  which  ter- 
minated only  with  his  life.  In  addition  to  this 
heavy  affliction,  he  had  at  the  same  time  the  mis- 
fortune to  become  perfectly  blind.  The  state  of 
his  Majesty's  mind  necessarily  caused  the  suspen* 
sion  of  all  the  royal  functions ;  and  the  ministers, 
after  the  most  anxious  delays*  were  in  January 
compelled  to  make  the  communication  to  parlia- 
ment. Mr.  Percival  brought  in  his  regency  bill, 
exactly  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1789,  when 
his  Majesty  was  afflicted  with  the  same  disorder. 
The  bill  passed,  and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  under  the  title  of  Prince  Regent,  took 
upon  him  the  weight  of  the  government,  at  the 
most  eventful  crisis  that  ever  occurred  in  the 
history  of  the  British  empire. 

The  debates  m  parliament,  on  this  subject,  are 
foreign  to  our  purpose;  and  as  the  incidents  of  the 
year  are  both  numerous  and  important,  we  pass  at 
once  to  the  scenes  of  action  abroad. 

.  Admiral  Sir  James  Saumarez  commanded  die 
Baltic  fleet.  The  war  with  Denmark  was  carried 
on  with  vigour  on  both  sides.  The  policy  of  the 
other  northern  powers  was  of  a  doubtful  and  irre- 
solute nature.  Negotiatious  continued,  and  as- 
sumed a  favourable  or  unfavourable  turn,  as  the 
influence  of  France  decluied  or  prevailed. 

The  commerce  of  the  Baltic  suffered  the  greatest 
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injury  from  the  Danish  flotilla,  which  was  hoik 
numerous  and  daxiag.  The  island  of  Anholt, 
while  in  ow  poasassion,  and  at  all  otkar  timea^ 
displayed  a  light,  which  gave  consideraUe  faci- 
My  to  our  Bbi{»  navigating  the  C!attegat«  Ga^ 
tain  J.  W.  Manrioe  had  been  intreated  miA  tke 
government  of  this  islands  The  Danea»  aware 
ef  its  mdiapenaaUe  mceaaity  to  ns,  delemiined 
to  retake  it.  The  force  which  they  sent  on 
this  aervioe  was  certainly  adequala  to  the  ettdU 
according  to  nnmeiical  strength.  The  ted  and 
sea  services  united*  amounted  to  near  one  thou- 
aand  six  handred  men;  the  fihtiah  ganiiOft  to m 
more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty.  Captain  Man* 
cioe,  having  been  apprized  of  the  intention*  was 
well  prepaied,  and  atationed  his  picqueto  ia  such  a 
way,  as  to  give  the  earliest  intimation  of  the  ap- 
proach of  an  enemy.  On  tiie  mefniag  <tf  the  26tb 
of  March,  just  before  daylight,  the  look  out  on  the 
south  side  of  the  island  made  tUe  akrm  signal. 
The  garriflao  waa  iaatuidy  imdor  anne ;  and  <ha 
Governor,  with  Captam  Torrens,  of  the  royal  ma* 
rinesy  and  a  body  of  two  hundred  infonlry^  with 
the  brigade  of  howitsera,  wete  at  their  poet  The 
enemy,  already  on  the  beach  in  great  £orce»  and 
under  cover  of  the  fog  and  darkiieaa»  was  mpidiir 

advancing  to  attack  Fort  Vorke.  The  Governor, 
perceiving  t^t  he  was  greatly  outnumbered^  and 
that  his  flanks  were  unpfotected«  ratreatod  in  good 
order  to  his  ibrt,  and  to  the  Mas^arme  battery, 
whence  a  fire  was  opened  on  the  invaders,  with  so 
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ttodi  pUKfisiotk  and  0flb6t»  thai  they  ime  fovctA 

to  fail  back,  and  seek  shelter  under  the  samd-bitis. 
When  dayU^^t  ajppeared,  aghteen  of  tfae  edemy** 
giin-boats  were  seen  at  the  ^uth  end  of  the  island, 
withm  paint-blank-shot    The  Tartar  fngate,  of 
tiiirty-two  gans,  conunatided  by  Captma  Baker, 
and  the  Sheldrake  brig,  of  sixteen  guns,  Captam 
T»  P.  Stewart,  were  immodialely  acqaainted  iiy 
signal  with  these  transactions,  and  endeavoured 
to  work  round  the  shoals,  and  get  into  action;  but 
it  was  eoBie  hoars  before  th^y  couhi  acconkplish 
their  purpose.    In  the  mean  time,  the  Danish  flo- 
tiUa  opened  its  fire  on  the  wotks,  while  a  coltnna 
of  sit  hundred  men  were  eA  the  north  side  of  tihe 
island,  md  another  attempted  to  carry  the  Maza- 
rine battery  by  Morm,  but  was  gallanfly  repulsed. 
Captain  Holtaway,  of  the  royal  marines,  cut  off 
with  his  party  from  the  main  body,  launched  a 
Ileal,  and  reached  the  fort  with  his  men  in  tinie  to 
assist  m  the  defence.   The  enemy,  with  superior 
aMftbere,  advanced  on  every  side,  and  threatened 

annihilation  to  the  English.  Another  attempt  was 
made  on  the  Mazarine  battery^  when  the  con^ 
aliandiag  oftlce#  of  the  Danish  troops  fell,  aa  ha 
gallantly  advanced  with  his  men.  The  Danes, 
after  the  death  4^  theit  UaAet,  sought  shelter 
under  the  sand-hills^  and  were  hemmed  in  be- 
tween two  fires,  unsible  to  advance  or  retreat. 
They  held  out  a  iag  of  trdM,  and  offered  te  capi^ 
tulate  ^  but  the  Governor  refused  to  listen  to  any 
etbcfr  imm  than  aueonditional  surrenditf ,  which 
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they  accepted.   While  this  was  passing  on  one 

side,  another  body  of  Danes  on  the  other  sum- 
moned Fort  Yorke;  but  their  message  was  treated 
with  contempt,  and  they  also  were  compelled  to ' 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  submjt*  The  number  of 
prisoners  &r  exceeded  the  garrison.  Our  loss  was 
only  two  killed,  and  thirty  wounded ;  that  of  the 
enemy,  one  major,  two  captains,  one  first  lieute- 
nant killed,  with  many  private  men;  between 
thirty  and  forty  of  their  dead  were  buried  on  the 
island,  and  twenty-three  of  their  wounded  were 
received  into  our  hospital.  Five  captains,  two 
adjutants,  nine  lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  four 
rank  and  file,  being  the  whole  of  their  iniantry, 
were  taken  prisoners.  They  lost  also  a  brass  four 
pounder,  field-piece,  two  four-inch  howitzers,  four 
hundred  and  eighty-four  muskets,  with  bayonets, 
four  hundred  and  seventy  swords,  sixteen  thousand 
musket -ball  cartridges,  and  fourteen  four -inch 
shells.  The  Tartar  and  Sheldrake  pursued  the 
flying  flotilla,  and  captured  two  of  them,  which 
must  have  conducted  themselves  extremely  ill  to 
be  taken  by  the  Sheldrake.  One  mounted  two  long 
eighteen  pounders,  and  four  brass  howitzers,  with 
sixty.five  men ;  the  other,  two  long  twenty-four 
pounders,  four  brass  howitzers,  and  seventy  men. 
These  vessels  alone  should  have  given  the  Shel- 
drake great  annoyance,  but  they  surrendered  after 
little  resistance;  and  the  other  twelve,  pursued  by 
the  Tartar,  ran  in  every  direction.  Two  of  the 
transports  were  captured  by  that  frigate;  and  thus 


Digitized  by  GoQgle 


imi.]  BALTI&  fiOS 

concluded  the  invasion  of  Anholt.  One  of  the 
▼easels  taken  by  the  Sheldrake  sunk  in  the  night, 
from  shot-holes  in  her  bottom,  and  three  English- 
men were  drowned  in  her.  The  numbers  of  the 
enemy  appear  to  liave  been  much  overrated  by 
Captain  Maurice,  in  his  letter ;  but  this  was  acci- 
dental. We  have  been  at  some  paios  to  gain  the 
following  statement — 

Foiirtrej]  giin-boals,  with  60     ••••  840 

Twenty-6Te  traasporU,  with  >•  ^0    •  •  •  •  760 

Some  of  the  gun-boats  were  larger,  others  smaller, 
than  those  taken  by  the  Sheldrake.  The  transport- 
boats  had  generally  about  twenty  men :  we  have 
taken  the  highest  average.  There  were  very  few 
if  any  soldiers  embarked  in  the  Danish  gun-boats. 

Captain  Pater,  in  the  Creasy,  who  was  in  com- 
pany with  the  unfortunate  Admiral  Reynolds,  when 
the  St.  George  was  lost,  had  returned  to  the  Bal- 
tic, and  was  employed  with  the  Defiance,  seventy- 
four.  UicUtor,  sixty-four.  Sheldrake  sloop,  and 
Bruiser  gun-vessel,  in  protecting  a  large  con- 
voy off  Heilm  Island.  On  the  otli  of  July,  they 
were  attacked  by  a  Danish  flotilla  of  seventeen 
heavy  gun-boats  and  mortar-boats.  A  fog  pre- 
vented our  ships  from  acting  as  effectually  as  they 
would  otherwise  have  done ;  but  the  enemy  was 
totally  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  four  of  his  gun- 
boats, each  mounting  one  long  twenty-four  pound- 
er, aud  four  brass  howitzerSi  and  having  on  board 
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together  one  hundted  and  twenty  mea.  The  wh<de 
ofOiecgavoy  were  protected. 

N«poleoii>  ever  constuit  to  the  plan  of  destroj- 
ing  British  commerce,  as  the  surest  mode  of  im- 
dwmiiing  ber  power,  occupied  erary  sea^port 
Within  his  gra^p.  Hamburgh,  one  of  the  most 
flourifthing  and  commercial  cities  of  Em*ope,  hoist- 
ed the  French  flag  on  its  walls^  on*  the  1st  of  Jli* 
nuary,  and  was  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  empire 
of  France.   A  maritime  cdtiscription,  about  the 

same  time,  is  said  to  have  added  ten  thousand 
miserable  beings  to  fiU  up  the  complements  of  his  ' 
ships  of  urar.  Twelve  hundred  seameti)  from  the 
Italian  states,  passed  through  Liege>  on  their  way 
to  Antwerp,  to  man  th^  fleet  at  that  port;  tad  ia 
the  month  of  March,  a  decree  was  passed  in  the 
name  of  the  Emperor,  authorising  a  levy  of  three 
thousand  men  in  the  departments  of  the  mouths 
of  the  Elbe,  the  Weser,  and  the  Upper  Ems,  to  be 
marched  also  to  Antwerp.  On  the  20th  of  April, 
the  Empress  Maria  Louisa  was  delivered  of  a  son, 
who,  on  his  coming  into  the  world,  was  sauted  by 
the  title  ef  King  of  Rome.  Httving  extended  Ae 
dominions  of  France  in  the  south  as  far  as  the  left 
bank  of  the  Enza,  in  ItiUy,  Napoleon  tesued  nnnv 
dectees  against  British  manufactures,  and  indulged 
himself  in  some  prophecies  on  the  certain  iaiiureof 
our  finances.  He  declared  that  he  would  have  one 
hundred  and  fifty  sail  of  the  line,  and  conquer  a 
maritime  peace.  After  having  assured  his  credu- 
lous people,  that  France  was  in  the  most  flourish- 
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i»g  condition,  he  set  out  for  B<(Htlogne,  on  a  tour 
tlurough  ib«  northern  maritime  provinces.  In  this 
tMir*  he  was  doomed  to  experi^ioe  eortian  morti- 
fii::atioiis^  which  greatly  depressed  his  naval  ardour. 
U^itt  te  necessarjr  to  bear  in  tModv  Uuit  the  £m«< 
peror  was  at  the  same  time  deeply  engaged  in  ne- 
goUatioos  with  Russia,  the  effects  of  whicii  will 
soon  be  aplaiMd.  He  cdmpfated  his  joaney 
through  Holland,  having,  as  he  supposed,  ri vetted 
tim  chains  of  the  Dutch;  retoming westward,  along 
Ae  eoast,  he  came  to  Boulogne  in  die  month  of 
Septemher,  where  the  iiotiUa,  after  an  interval  of 
idltoesa^  began  again  to.ihaw  itself  outside  of  die 
piers. 

The  presence  of  the  Emperor  akme  gave  a  eti- 
mohn  to  ths  efforts  of  the  marine  departmeat; 

and  his  Imperial  Majesty,  having  ventured  afloat 
in  a  barge,  aocompanied  by  aaamber  of  his  field* 
otHcers,  a  division  of  praams  and  gun -boats 
came  out  to  attack  the  i>iaiad,  of  thirty-six  guns, 
flien  eroising  off  the  port,  and  commanded  by 
Captain  Carteret  (now  Sir  Philip  Carteret  Syl- 
vaster)* 

The  whole  coast  of  France,  from  Cahds  to  St. 
Vaiery,  was  in  commiotioa  on  the  arrival  and  em^ 
barkation  of  the  Emperor ;  and  the  deeds  of  Ua 
pigmy  navy  were  expected  to  procure  for  its 
aficets  all  the  hoaoura  which  a  muaifieant  coi^ 
queror  could  bestow. 

The  J^peror  rowed  along  the  line  of  flotilla,  as 
It  lay  at  anchor  before  the  port,  harangued  the 
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and  hoisted  the  royal  standard  on  boaid 

the  admiral  s  praam,  in  the  centre  of  the  line.  On 
quitting  this  vessel,  after  a  short  visit,  he  returned 

to  his  barge,  where  the  standard  was  ag-ain  hoisted, 
and  a  rear-admiral  s  flag  displayed  on  board  the 
praam.  The  Emperor  continued  rowing  about  in 
his  boat  the  whole  evening;  and  desirous  of  proving 
whether  his  marine  had  increased  in  skill  since 
his  last  review,  he  ordered  Rear-admiral  Baste, 
with  seven  praams,  to  attack  the  Naiad.  Captain 
Carteret  being  to  leeward  of  them  (a  strong  Qood 
tide  and  a  south-west  wind  acting  together),  pre- 
ferred remaining  at  anchor,  as  the  surest  means  of 
closing  with  them,  and  prepared  for  action  with 
springs  on  his  cable.  The  enemy  came  down 
within  long  gun-shot,  gave  their  broadsides  in 
succession,  tacked,  and  continued  their  childish 
warfare  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  they 
were  joined  by  ten  brigs  and  one  sloop,  carrying 
long  twenty-iour  pounders.  The  whole  of  this 
select  specimen  of  the  invading  force,  continued 

to  engage  the  Naiad  for  two  hours;  the  British 
ship  continuing  quieUy  at  her  anchor,  and  return* 
ing  the  fire  with  coolness  and  judgment  until  slack 
water,  when  she  weighed,  partly  to  stand  off  and 
repair  her  damages,  and  partly  by  tacking  to  close 
with  the  cautious  enemy;  but  it  falling  calm,  the 
flotilla  returned  to  their  anchorage,  and  the  Naiad 
also  came  to  anchor  in  her  former  position,  without 
having  a  man  hurt.  On  the  following  morning,  at 
seven  o'clock,  the  same  division,  with  the  addition 
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of  three  or  four  other  gun-vessels,  renewed  their 
attack,  when  the  Naiad  weighed,  and  working  to 
windward^  joined  the  RinaldOy  Redpole,  and  Caa- 
tiiian  brigs,  w  ith  the  Viper  cutter.  Having  formed 
his  little  squadron^  Captain  Carteret  lay  to,  with 
his  head  off  shore,  in  the  hope  of  drawing  the 
enemy  farther  from  the  land,  making  the  signal  to 
prepare  to  attlusk  the  enemy's  van  (led  by  Rear- 
admiral  Baste),  and  not  to  fire  until  quite  close  to 
them.   No  sooner  had  the  French  Admiral  made 
thei  signal  to  tack,  and  partly  executed  the  move- 
ment, than  the  British  squadron  bore  up  after 
him  with  all  the  sail  they  could  carry,  receiving 
a  continued  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  flotilla 
and  the  batteries,  without  returning  any  until 
within  pistol-shot,  when  the  enemy  were  thrown 
into  confusion.    The  Rear-admiral  (not  very  gal- 
lantly) was  the  leader  in  running  away,  nor  could 
the  utmost  efforts  enable  Captain  Carteret  to  get 
alongside  of  him ;  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  be 
content  with  another  praam,  whose  captain  very 
nobly  coming  to  save  his  admiral,  the  JN  aiad  ran 
him  on  board,  and  lashed  him  alongside.  Mr* 
Grant,  the  master  of  the  Naiad,  secured  the  ves- 
sel with  a  halser,  while  the  great  guns,  small 
arms,  and  boarders,  cleared  her  decks,  and  she 
was  brought  out.  The  Captains  Anderson,  in  th^ 
Rinaldo,  M'Donald,  in  the  Redpole,  and  Braimer, 
in  the  Castilian,  chased  the  remainder  of  the  flying 
flotilla,  until  they  had  effected  a  safe  retreat  under 
the  protection  of  their  batteries* 


Digitized  by  Google 


SIO  ,  CHANNEL. 

The  praani  mmiBted  twelve  long  twieaty-four 

.  pouQjders«  witk  one  hundred  and  twelve  men,  of 
vbom  sixty  were  soldien  of  the  72d  reginieiit  of 
the  line.  Between  thirty  and  forty  of  her  men 
w^re  killed  or  wounded.  The  loss  on  board  the 
Naiad  was  two  Idlled,  and  fourteen  wounded ;  on 
board  the  Castiiian,  the  ^st  lieutenant  (Mr.  Cobb) 
waa  kiUad ;  in  the  other  vessels,  none  were  hnrti 

except  the  pilot  of  the  Riiialdo.   This  affair  seems 

to  have  completed  the  disgust  and  mortification  of 
the  Emp«ror ;  he  fled  again  from  the  sea^caast 
and  betook  himself  to  the  more  successful  war  of 
depredation  on  the  eontineat  c£  Europe. 

Captain  Boxer,  in  the  Skylark,  a  brig  of  sixteen 
guns»  in  the  month  of  Novambecy  had  the  satifir 
ftctton  of  giving  the  flotiUa  another  defeat.  In  t 
gai/e  oi  wmd  from  the  southward,  he  saw  twelve  ssil 
of  gon«brigs  standing  along  shore  to  the  eastwards 

and  the  British  gun-brig,  the  Locust,  to  windwsfd 
of  tb^m.  They  were  soon  brought  to  action,  and 
driven  on  shore.  One  gun-brig  vraa  captured;  shi 

mounted  lour  long  tweaty«four  pounders,  and  haxi 

On  the  24th  of  September,  Captain  nilip 
Brown,  of  the  Hermes,  of  twenty  guns,  recaptured 
a  Prussian  brig  running  into  Havre  de  Orace;  fl» 
pnvateer,  which  had  taken  her,  escaped.  Driven 
from  her  sttition  by  stnmg  westerly  gales,  the 
Heraies  bore  up  for  Dungeness,  and  on  his  way 
Ciq[ktam  Browne  discovered  a  French  privateer  ia 
the  midst  of  several  Bngjhsh  vessels.  It  was  hlom^ 
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img  very  •trong,  and  the  Hermes  had  soon  got 
alongside  of  the  enemy,  who  surrendered  and  have 
to;  but  white  tbey  were  pffepaiing  to  send  a  boat 

to  her,  the  main-tojxsail  yard  of  the  Hermes  went 
iQ  IbesUogs*  and  her  fturesaii  spUt  to  ribands.  The 
bigger  tahing  advantage  of  this,  saade  sail  to  get 
away.  Captain  Browne  was  too  alert  ibr  him: 
the  damages  were  very  soon  repaired,  and  the 
Hermes  again  alongside  her  prize,  when  the  rash 
and  unskilfiU  Frenchman  attempted  to  cross  her 
bows.  Captain  Browne  feeling  that  they  had  for<> 
feited  ail  claim  to  indulgence,  ran  the  Hermes  on 
board  of  her,  and  the  logger  went  down*  Only 
twelve  of  the  men  out  of  fifty-^one  were  saved. 

The  hktory  o(  the  exertions  of  this  officer  in  the 
eause  of  his  country,  from  the  first  moment  of  his 

entering  the  naval  service,  would  till  a  volume.  His 
watchfulness  and  activity  were  never  surpassed : 
his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  post^captain  he  owes 
to  himself.  During  the  time  he  commanded  the 
Swan»  hired  cutter,  the  Vixen,  gunrbrig,  the  Plo* 


ver,  sloop  of  war,  and  the  Hermes,  twenty-gun 
ship,  he  captured 

French  prifateeis   n 

Detained  Paaisb  vends  •  •  IS 

Re-captured  English  and  others  •  •  •  14 

Fmab  aad  Dnich  merahant  vessels  h 

Amerifisni   * 

Smugglers    SO 


Vewels  tafcea  or  detained     Total  71 


Besides  the  pqiiormauce  of  these  duties,  he 
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had  prodttced  a  clear  profit  to  the  revenue  of 

£47,215.  \  \s.  lOflf.  He  had  taken  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-six  French  prisoners,  and  sent  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  able  seamen  to  the  fleet. 
If  to  these  we  add  the  number  of  vessels  recap- 
tnred»  and  the  number  saved  from  capture  by  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  privateers,  we  shall  find 
this  officer  has  proved  himself  a  very  profitable 
servant  of  the  crown. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1811,  Captain  Hautayne, 
in  the  Quebec  frigate,  off  Heligoland^  sent  his 
boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Blythe,  to  attack  a  division  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats, near  the  island  of  Nordency.  The  enemy 
waited  the  attack  with  proper  firmness,  and  as 
soon  as  the  boats  were  within  pistol-shot,  gave 
them  a  heavy  discharge  of  grape  and  musketry; 
on  which  the  English  rushed  in,  boarded,  and 
carried  four  gun-boats,  carrying  long  guns,  twelve 
and  six  pounders,  and  manned  with  twenty-four 
men  each.  The  loss  on  our  side  was  four  killed, 
fourteen  were  wounded.  The  enemy  had  two 
killed,  and  twelve  wounded. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  the  Amethyst,  of 
thirty-eight  guns,  Captain  Jacob  Walton,  was  lost 
in  Plymouth  Sound,  in  a  gate  of  wind,  which  drove 
her  on  shore  on  the  east  side  of  that  anchorage, 
now  so  well  defended  by  the  Breakwater* 

In  the  month  of  October,  the  Pomone,  a  frigate 
of  forty -four  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  R.  Bar- 
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tie,  was.  lost  in  the  Needles  rocks,  coining  through 

that  passage  to  Spithead.   It  was  iii  consequence 
of  the  loss  of  this  ship,  that  an  order  was  issued  by 
the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  ships  should  not 
in  future  attempt  that  passage  in  the  night  time 
Captain  the  Honourable  F.  P.  Irby»  in  the 

Amelia,  of  thirty-eight  guns,  captured,  after  a 
chase  of  thirteen  hours,  and  going  at  times  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  miles  an  hour,  the  French 
corvette  privateer  Le  Charles,  of  three  hundred 
tons  burden,  twoity  guns,  and  a  crew  of  sev^ty 
men..  She  was  bound  to  the  Isle  of  France. 

In  March,  1811,  Captain  Mac  Namara,  in  the 
Berwick,  chased  a  large  French  frigate  on  shore 
near  Barfleur  lighthouse,  and  with  the  Niobe, 
Amelia,  and  Goshawk,  stood  in,  and  by  theseverity 
of  their  fire  drove  out  the  crew,  who  were  compelled 
to  bum  their  ship. 

Captain  Parker,  in  the  Amazon,  chased  an 
enemy  s  convoy  near  the  Pertuis  Breton.  One  of 
them  he  captured ;  the  others  ran  on  shore  under 
a  battery,  defended  by  a  body  of  troops,  notwith- 
standing the  force  of  which.  Lieutenant  Westphal, 
of  the  Amazon,  succeeded  in  bringing  off  three» 
and. burning  five  of  them. 

Captain  Bourchier,  ci  the  Hawke  sloop  of  war, 
of  sixteen  guns,  in  the  month  of  August,  chased  a 
French  convoy  near  Gape  Barfleur.  They  were 
protected  by  three  arMed  brigs, .  carrying  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  guns,  and  two  luggers,  carrying 
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from  eight  to  ten  gone  each,  and  all  weU  nwMeil. 

These  vessels  hauled  up  to  engage  the  Hawke^  and 
eame  to  close  action  with  her  at  half^'past  three  in 

the  afternoon ,  w i ihm  hal t  p  i s to  1  - sho t ,  and  continued 
until  the  llawkehad  driven  onshore  twoot  the  brige, 
tfie  two  luggers,  and  fifteen  sail  of  theoonvoy ;  butln 
the  act  of  wearing  she  also  unfortunately  grounded^ 
which  enabled  the  third  brig^  and  a  few  of  the 
convoy  to  escape,  after  having  struck  their  colours. 
Heaving  his  vessel  off  from  the  shorOf  although 
lying  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  mtdak^tiy. 
Captain  Bourchier  came  to  an  anchor  to  repair 
his  damages,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  bis  boats* 

under  Lieutenant  Trice,  to  take  or  destroy  all  the 
enemy  s  v^seis.  He  succeeded  in  bringing  off  the 
Heron,  a  national  brig,  pierced  for  sixteen  guns, 
mounting  ten,  and  three  large  transports,  laden 
with  ship  timber;  all  the  others  \mtt  on  their 

beam-ends,  and  bilged.  The  strength  of  the  tide 
akme  prevented  the  Lieutenant  irom  burning  them. 
Captain  Bourchier  letumed  safely  to  Portsmonih 
with  his  pvizGs,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
poit-oaptain. 

Captain  William  Ferris,  in  the  Diana,  of  thirty- 
eight  guns^  and  Captain  William  Hichardson»  in 
.the  Semiramis,  of  thirty-six  gons^  oruised  m  the 
month  of  August  off  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde^ 
having  so  completdy  digois.d  their  shipe  as  to 
deceive  the  French,  who  sent  off  pilots  to  them. 
They  anchored  after  dark  between  Gorduan  and 
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Royan:  under  the  guos  of  the  latter  u  French 
brig  of  war  faad  taken  reAigpe.  There  was  aleo 
near  her  another  brig  of  war,  stationed  at  thai 
fisuce  for  the  protection  of  the  convoys  passing 
up  and  down  the  river.  The  boats  of  the  two 

ships  being  sent  under  tlie  orders  of  the  Lieu- 
tenants Sparrow  and  Gardner,  these  officers  s«ic* 
ceeded  in  taking  the  convoy,  but  had  been  drawn 
iar  up  the  river  by  the  force  of  the  flood  and  tide, 
and  were  greatly  beyond  the  enemy's  two  vesseli 

of  war.  Captain  Ferris  still  preserving  the  dis- 
guise of  his  ships,  received  a  visit  from  the  Cap* 
tarn  of  the  port^  and  BtonsieiMr  Michael  Anguste 
dn  Bourg,  Capita^ne  de  fregate,  and  commauding 
the  Phivier,  of  sixteen  gm^  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men,  caoie  on  bcmrd  to  oflhr  his  ser- 
vices. Captain  Ferris  ran  tiie  Diana  on  board  the 
enter  brig,  and  earned  her  by  boarding,  without 
the  kiss  of  a  man  on  either  side.  The  alarm  being 
giTen,  the  batteries  opened  their  ^e,  and  Caplata 
Richardson  steering  for  the  Paloma,  that  vessel 
e|it  her  cables,  ran  on  shore,  and  was  set  fire  to 
and  bnmt  by  the  boats  of  the  Semiranris^  under 

the  gUDs  of  the  batteries.  The  captured  brig  was 
enUed  the  Teazer,  formerly  a  British  gun-brigp 
fnennting  fourteen  guns,  and  having  eighty  five 
men.  besides  these  they  brought  away  five  sail 
of  convoy,  deeply  laden  with  valnafaie  cargoes* 

On  the  9th  of  September,  another  action  took, 
fla^  on  the  UaLVce  station,  which  is  also  deserving 
efqetjce^  es  it  proves  the  eoanpiete  sidbjectioo  in 
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which  our  navy  held  that  of  the  enemy.  CapUin 
the  Honourable  Jocelyn  Percy,  in  the  Hotspur,  of 
thirty-ci^^ht  guns,  seeing  seven  sail  of  gun-brigs, 
mounting  three  twenty-four  pounders,  and  a  mortar, 
lying  close  in  shore,  near  the  Calvados,  ran  in  to 
attack  them,  accompanied  by  the  Barbadoes,  Cap- 
tain Rushworth,  and  the  Goshawk  brig,  Captain 
Lilbum.  One  of  the  French  pilots,  a  class  of  people 
remarkable  for  timidity  and  presumption,  assured 
Captain  Percy  that  he  could  take  the  ship  within 
pistol-shot  without  any  risk.  The  term  **  pistol-shot" 
is  most  indefinite,  contracted  or  elongated  at  plea- 
sore.    Mr.  Clerk  in  his  navd  tactics  calls  it  four 
hundred  yards ;  and  the  French  pilot  ran  the  Hot- 
spur on  shore  about  half  a  mile  from  the  enemy, 
which  in  the  navy  is  now  considered  a  point  blank 
distance  for  an  eighteen  pounder.   In  this  situation 
the  Hotspur  was  four  hours  exposed  to  a  severe  and 
destructive  fire  from  ali  her  enemies,  as  well  as  the 
batteries.  She  sunk  one  of  the  brigs,  and  drove  two 

others  on  shore.  She  had  two  midshipmen  and 
three  seamen  killed,  and  twenty-two  seamen  and 
marines  wounded.  There  is  no  situation  so  tiy* 
ing  to  the  feelings  of  an  officer,  or  where  the  sea- 
manship, courage,  and  resources  of  all  on  board  are 

so  much  proved,  as  in  extricating  a  ship  of  war 
under  similar  difficulties.    The  Hotspur  was  got  off 

■ 

and  conducted  with  safety  to  Spithead. 

Captain  George  Cadogan,  in  the  Havannah,  of 
thirty-^ght  guns,  sent  Lieutenant  Hamley  to  spike 

the  guns  of  a  battery  of  three  twelve  pounders,  on 
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the  south-west  side  of  the  Peumaiks,  and  to 
bring  out  the  vessels  which  had  taken,  shelter 
there.  This  service  was  gallantly  and  accurately 
periormedj  five  vessels  were  brought  out^  and  one 
burned.  ■ 

Captain  Nicholas  Vansittart,  in  the  Fortun6e, 
of  thirty-six  guns,  and  the  Honourable  Captain 
PakeahaiDy  in  the  Saldanha,  of  thirty-six  guns, 

captured,  in  the  month  of  October,  the  famous 


£ 

eightieen  poanders,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 

men. 

The  numerous  calls  for  the  presence  of  the 

Admiral  and  the  ships  of  war  in  the  Baltic,  the 
arduous  contest  between  us  and  Denmark*  her 
hostility  to  Sweden,  the  necessity  of  collecting 
the  trade,  and  keeping  up  a  strong  naval  ibrce  in 
Wingo  Sound  to  the  latest  period,  of  the  season, 
had  induced  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Commander- 
in-chief  in  the  Baltic,  to  keep  the  Meet  longer  than 
usual  on  the  coast;  hence  the  tragical  events  which 
occurred  in  the  month  of  December,  181 1,  far  ex* 
ceeding  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  Grasshopper  sailed  from  Wingo  Sound,  ou 
the  I8th  of  December,  181 1,  in  company  with  the 
Hero,  Egeria»  and  Prince  William  armed  ship,  a 
convoy  of  merchantmen^  and  fit  teen  sail  of  govern- 
ment transports.  The  weather,  from,  the  day  of 
her  sailing,  was  dark,  cloudy,  and  extremely  bois- 
terous, accompanied  with  snow  storms. 
.  The  Egeria  and  Prince  William  parted  company 
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about  the  20th  or  2\%t,  with  the  trade  for  th« 
Hiimber  and  Seotlaad. 

On  the  2S4i  tt  noon,  the  Hero  nade  signal  to 
the  Grasshopper  to  pass  within  hail,  when,  after  a 
communication  of  reclLoning,  Captain  NewnMn 

said  he  should  eilter  the  course  to  S.W.  for  the 
irfteniooay  as  he  conceived  himself  to  be  on  the 
SilW  Pitts.  We  were  then,**  says  Captain  Fan* 
shawe,  "  steering  W.  by  S.  The  course,  was  ac- 
eofdinj^f  altered  to  8.  W.  and  oontinoed  to  untii 
ten  at  night :  the  whole  of  that  time  blowing  a 
hard  gale,  and  the  vessel  going  at  the  rate  of  nins 
or  ten  knots,  miet  a  dote  nefed  main-topaafl* 

At  ten,  the  night  signal  was  made  to  alter 
eoarse,  two  points  to  port,  wliich  was  obeyed;  and 
we  continued  ruaning  S.  S.W.  ontil  three  oVIock 
in  the  morning  of  the  24th»  at  which  time  we  oh* 
served  die  Hero  (as  we  supposed  Toond  too  to 
sound),  but  the  fact  was,  she  had  struck.    As  soon 
as  her  situation  was  asoertained,  no  time  was  lo^ 
in  taking  every  measure  to  save  the  Gmakopper^ 
by  hauling  off;  but  bemg  aliseady  in  broken  wateff 
the  thing  was  iaipossibie;  and  notliing  bnl  keepiag 
right  bciore  the  wind,  could  have  saved  us  from 
total  destruction.    After  about  a  quarter  of 
hoar,  during  which  ehe  was  at  tines  agvomid  iM 
and  aft«  we  succeeded  m  forcing  her  over  the  sand- 
bank, aad  {^il  into  lather  deeper  water.  The  biM 
bower  was  let  go,  and  the  sloop  brouij^ht  up;  hoi 
in  five  minutes  after,  she  struck  again,  aad  eaaii' 
mnd  10  doing  «ccasionally  aH  the  tioie  wekgr 
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M  aochor.  At  her  first  striking,  the  Hero  fined 
giNHi,  and  tmnied  blue  lights hot  in  the  space  af 
fifteen  minutes,  she  ceased,  in  consequence  (1  sup" 
pose)  oi  her  behig  totally  disabled* 

*'  At  daybreak,  I  perceived  our  situation  to  be 
inside  the  Northern  Uaeks,  about  five  or  six  miles 
ftom  the  Tezd  Iriand,  aad  about  the  same  disiaoee 
from  the  ilelder  Point  The  Hero,  a  complete 
wfeckt  laying  on  her  starboard  broadside,  head  to 
the  N.E.  and  broken  a*midships,  the  sea  making 
a  tremendous  breach  over  her  occasionally.  By 
tiiis  time,  all  the  small  craft  from  the  Holder  were 
under  weigh,  and  turning  out  of  the  harbour  to  our 
issistanee*  We  in  the  meanwhile  hoisted  out  the 
boats,  and  made  an  attensfpt  at  gettmg-  near  the 
Hero ;  but  all  our  efibrts  were  iruiiiess,  owing  to 
tlie  tenibie  surf  aDound  her,  and  we  were  obUgsd 

to  abandon  all  idea  of  being  able  to  render  her  any 
lelief  till  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch  schuyis,  whieh 
were  plying  to  windward.  They  however  did  not 
get  nearer  than  about  three  miles  of  us,  before  the 
d>b  tide  iaiied,  and  they  were  oUiged  to  anchor. 

-  •  •*At  four,  finding  night  fast  closing*  in,  and  tlio 
weather  very  un^yromising,  and  seeing  no  prospect 
of  saving  o«r  own  lives,  bat  by  snrrendering  our« 
selves  to  the  enemy,  we  cut  our  cable,  and  made 
sail  for  the  Holder  Point,  beating  for  the  space  of 
nearly  three  or  four  miles  over  the  flats,  after  which 
we  sneoeeded  in  getting  round  the  Holder  Jb^oint, 
where  we  struck  to  the  Dutch  fleet,  under  thet 
command  of  Vice-admiral  De  Winter.   At  day^f 
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light,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  not  a  vestige  of 
the  Hero  was  to  be  seen  where  she  lay  the  previous 
day,  she  having  gone  to  pieces  during  the  night." 

The  St,  George,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  one  of  the 
Baltic  fleet,  had  the  fli^  of  Rear-admiral  Reynolds, 
and  was  commanded  by  Captain  Daniel  Oliver 
Guion.  In  a  gale  of  wind,  in  Keoge  Bay,  in  No- 
vember, she  had  lost  her  rudder,  and  been  di>liged 
to  cut  away  her  masts.  From  this  peril,  she  ar- 
rived safe  in  Gottenburg^,  where  having  in  some 
degree  repaired  her  damages,  rigged  jurymasts> 
and  a  temporary  rudder,  the  Rear-admiral  flattered 
himself  he  could  protect  the  second  convoy  to 
England.  Sailing  thence,  ia  company  with  the 
Defence,  of  seventy-four  guns.  Captain  David  At- 
kins, and  the  Cressy,  seventy-four.  Captain  C.  D. 
Pater,  he  got  a  considerable  distance  out  of  the 
Sleeve,  when  the  wind  came  round  to  W.N.W. 
and  blew  a  hurricane,  with  a  heavy  sea,  making 
the  coast  of  Jutland  a  dead  lee  shore.  From  that 
moment,  all  hopes  of  saving  the  St.  George,  in  her 
disabled  state,  vanished.  Captain  Pater,  seeing 
that  he  could  render  her  no  assistance,  and  that 
the  loss  of  his  own  ship  would  be  the  consequence 
of  remaining  any  longer  on  the  starboard  tack, 
wore  and  escaped  the  danger.  The  master  of  the 
Defence,  reported  to  Captain  Atkins,  that  the 
St.  George  must  inevitably  go  on  shore ;  that  the 
Cressy  had  veered,  and  stood  to  the  southward; 
and  that  destruction  would  attend  the  Defence,  if 
she  did  not  follow  the  exaimple*   Captain  Atkins 
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inqoiTed,  wheAer  ihe  Rear-admiral  had  made  hia 

(Defences)  signal  to  part  company;  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  iiegatiTe»  replied,  Then  I  will  not 
.  leave  hini."  Shortly  after  this,  the  St.  George  let 
go  an  anchor,  and  came  bead  to  wind ;  but  either 
parted  the  cable,  or  brought  the  anchor  home  (that 
is,  it  refused  to  hold  the  ship),  and  she  drifted  into 
shoal  water,  struck  the  ground  with  terrific  violence, 

and  a  dreadful  scene  ensued.  In  half  an  hour,  the 
Delence  also  grounded,  at  no  great  distance  from 
her*  The  violent  shocks  of  the  sea  soon  stove  in 
dieir  bulwarks,  carried  away  their  masts,  and  made, 
what  in  sea-phrase  is  called,  a  fair  breach  over  them» 
sweeping  all  before  it.  Tlic  accounts  from  which  we 
gather  these  facts,  were  detailed  before  a  court-mar* 
tial  assembled  at  Sheemess,  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  loss  of  the  ships.  Eighteen  persons  were  all 
that  were  saved  out  of  the  two  ships'  companies,  of 
seven  hundred  and  six  hundred  men.  These  poor 
fellows  related,  that  a  sea  struck  the  Defence,  with 
such  inconceivable  force,  as  to  lift  a  spare  anchor  out 
of  its  birth,  threw  it  up  on  end,  and  in  its  fall  on  the 
forecastle,  it  killed  about  thirty  men !  The  intense 
cold,  the  incessant  beating  of  the  waves,  and  over- 
whelming surges,  added  each  moment  to  the  heaps 
of  dead.  The  bodies  were  piled  by  the  survivors  in 
tiers  or  rows,  one  over  the  other,  on  the  starboard 
side.of  the  quarter-deck,  forming  a  kind  of  barricade 
or  breakwater  to  shelter  those  who  still  cherished  a 
hope  of  life.  In  the  fourth  row  of  these,  lay,  side  by 
ride,  the  lamented  Admiral  Rqroolds,  and  his  young 
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the  waves  had  now  nearly  completed  the  dissoIntioQ 
of  the  whole  fabric;  the  poop  waa  torn  from  the  ahip^ 
and  die  whole  of  the  miserable  acreaming  helpkit 
people  scattered  amoDg  the  breakers,  lacerated  with 
wounda  and  bruiws,  drowned,  and  dyvag.  A  my 
few,  on  pieces  of  wreck,  were  enabled  by  superior 
stength  to  prolong  their  existence. 

The  peninsula  of  Spain  was  now  the  gnnd  arena 
where  France  and  England  decided  tfaeif  quarrels. 
The  British  army,  nnder  Lord  Wellington,  occupied 

the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras  ;  the  fleet  lay  in  the  Tagus, 

aad  afforded  supplies  of  every  description.  Massena 
oommanded  &e  French  armies,  bat  was  not  so  well 

provided  with  the  means  of  conducting  his  campaign 
as  hk  fortunaile  rival ;  who,  with  Lisbon  in  faia  rear, 

and  the  TaL;-us  at  liis  side,  had  every  thing  lie  could 
desire*  Sir  William  Beresford  was  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  A  etrong  squadron  ai  ships  of  war  and 
transports,  under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke,  lay  m  the  Tagua :  diey  had  amvcdin 
February,  with  a  reinforcement  of  six  thousand  five 
hundred  men.  Lieutenant  Ciajtton,  of  the  Barfleur, 
die  fiag^diip,  commanded  die  gun4KMts  attached  to 
the  army.  This  oflicer  perceived,  on  the  5th  of 
Mareh,  that  dM  F^ch  bad  broke  up  from  SantMCOii 
and  had  fled  in  disorder.  He  immediately  crossed 
the  river,  and  gave  the  intelUgence  to  Lord  Welling* 
Ion;  after  which  he  returned  to  Sairtarem,  where  ha 
found  the  enemy  had  left  three  rough-built  pontoons, 
two  rafts,  and  twelve  or  fonrlean  heavy  cannon,  4he 
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carnages  of  which  they  had  burned.  The  French 
General  broke  up  his  camp,  and  marched  for  tiM 
Mottdego,  pofsned  by  Lord  Wellington,  who  oon* 
stantiy  Iiarassed  his  rear.  In  this  march,  the  French 
erimeed  thdir  usual  selfishness  and  wuot  of  feeling; 
erery  barbarity  was  committed  on  the  unoffending 
people,  which  malice  aad  cruelty  could  devise,  by 
bmunig  every  town  aad  Tillage  dirovgh  wliich 
they  passed;  thu  too,  in  a  country  "  they  came  to 
liberate^  aad  to  drtvu  the  cowardly  Engiiih  iota 
the  sea." 

The  campaigns  of  our  celebrated  Warrior  are  too 
aUy  detailed  by  other  writers^  to  require  any  eom- 
ment  from  us  :  tlie  battle  of  Albuera,  and  tlie  opera- 
tions of  the  British  and  Portuguese  armies,  uader 
Lord  Wdlington  and  Maraiial  Beresfiwd,  are  purely 
militaiy*  Farther  south,  as  we  approach  Catalonia, 
#e  again  met  the  British  aimy  assembled  bcfefo  the 
fortress  of  Tarragona,  the  defence  of  which  forms  a 
conspicuous  ieatuie  in  th€  transactions  of  the  Medi« 
tirraiieaii,  under  the  ooMmand  of  Sir  Charles  CSotton^ 
and  aiterwards  of  Str  Edward  Feiiew.  At  the  com« 
■MORenMiit  of  this  emitfiil  year,  the  Spauisorda  lost 
their  best  and  truest  patriot,  the  Marquis  de  la  Ro« 
manat  wbo  died  at  Cartaxo,  on  the  22d  of  January. 
It  would  seen  a*  if  lW  noble  Spaniard  had  beea 
snalghed  away  to  spare  him  the  mortification  o£ 
witeessiBfl^  tlie  disgrace  of  his -oountry,  in4he  losses 
which  immediately  followed.  Tortosa,  Oliyen^a, 
and  fiad^jos,  with  twenty-two  Aousand  men,  fell 
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into  the  hands  of  Marshal  Soult^  who  hiad  no  more 

than  twenty  thousand  with  him. 

The  command  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet  was  held 
by  Vice-admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  until  midsum- 
mer of  this  year,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Vice- 
admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew.  The  naval  part  of  the 
war  was  confined  to  the  intercepting  of  French  cou- 
voySy  cutting  off  the  supplies  of  their  armies  in  Cata- 
lonia and  Valencia,  and  blockading  die  French  fleet 
in  the  harbour  of  Toulon.  Sir  Charles  Cotton  suc- 
ceeded Lord  Gambier  in  the  command  of  the  Chan- 
nel fleet. 

The  capture  of  the  Caasar^  a  French  privateer,  by 
the  boats  of  the  Blossom  sloop  of  war,  commanded 

by  Captain  William  Stewart,  affords  us  one  more 
of  the  numerous,  instances  of  the  intrepidity  of  our 

seamen. 

Lieutenant  Samuel  Davis,  with  Messrs.  Richard 
Hambly  and  John  Marshall,  mate  and  midshipman 

of  the  Blossom,  and  three  boats,  were  dispatched  in 
pursuit  of  this  vessel,  when  nearly  calm :  she  lay  at 
the  distance  of  four  miles  from  the  ship.  The  enemy 
suflered  them  to  approach  very  close  before  tbey 
fired ;  the  first  shot  killed  the  gallant  young  Lieute- 
nant Davis ;  but  his  associates,  Marshall  and  Ham- 
bly, instantly  laid  her  on  board,'  one  on  each  side, 
and  carried  her  sword  in  hand,  although  her  deck 
was  defended  by  hfty-nine  men.  She  mounted  two 
long  and  two  short  eighteen  pounders,  and  twenty- 
two  swivels  of  large  calibre.  Mr.  Hambly,  who  was 
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desperately  wounded,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieuteuant;  and  Mr.  Marshall/  on  completiDg  hU 
servitude,  had  the  same  reward.  This  action  was 
fought  in  April,  previously  to  Sir  Charles  Cotton 
quitting  the  station ;  the  Admiral  speaks  of  it  in 
terms  of  the  highest  eulogium. 

On  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  the  most  effectual  assist- 
ance was  afforded  to  the  Spaniards,  under  the  Oe^ 
nerals  Saarsfeld,  Lacey,  and  the  Baron  de  Erroies. 
Captain  Edward  Codrington,  of  the  Blake,  being  the 
senior  officer  on  the  coast,  in  the  month  of  May,  di- 
rected Captain  Richard  Thomas,  of  the  Undaunted, 
of  thirty-eight  guns,  to  take  under  his  orders  the 
marines  of  both  ships,  and  land  with  them  near  Ca- 
daqnirs,  taking  a  position  on  the  heights  which  com- 
mand Rosas,  in  order  to  make  a  powerful  diversion 
in  favour  of  the  meditated  attack  on  Figueras. 

Captain  Thomas*  in  obedience  to  this  order,  ran 
his  ship  into  the  harbour  of  Cadaquirs,  placed  her 
in  a  position  for  covering  the  retreat  of  his  men, 
if  it  should  be  necessary  for  them  to  do  so.  He  then 
landed,  and  took  the  intended  ground  near  the 
French  army,  where  he  remained  all  night ;  and  in 
the  morning,  when  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced from  their  main  army,  his  purpose  being  an- 
svrered,  Captain  Thomas  re-embarked  without  loss. 
While  this  was  passing  on  the  sea-shore,  the  Spanish 
troops  attacked  the  French,  and  gained  a  very  con- 
siderable advantage  over  them. 

*  This  officer  if  the  author  of  the  Naval  Btograpb^r,  a  woik 
remaritsblc  for  the  aocntey  of  its  loformatioii. 
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OtplafaiGodrittgitoii  next  direcled  Captdb  ThonM 

lo  attack  the  Medas  Islands,  on  one  of  which  was  a 
easdcy  wkiob  the  Freneh  had  takeD  and  fortified,  in 
this  attempt,  Captain  Thomas  was  equally  successful. 
On  the  2d  of  September,  he  informed  Ciqytain  C<M^ 
rington,  that  the  castle  had  been  reduced  by  die  fii« 
which  he  bad  brought  against  it.  The  garrison  sur- 
reiidered  at  disoretioDy  and  was  embarked  m  thie 
squadron,  the  marines  of  the  ships  keeping  poa* 
■ession  of  the  castle.  The  enemy  came  down  in 
foroe  from  Figueras,  to  retake  this  pott^  of  great 
importance  to  them,  in  bringing  forward  their 
•upplies,  which  they  could  only  vecem  ooaat* 

wise  from  France.  So  eftectual  was  the  relief  and 
assistance  given  to  these  k»rave  but  oppressed  peopic, 
diat  the  captains,  bflScevs,  and  men,  the  ships  eaa* 
ployed,  received  the  thanks  of  the  Lords  Comm»<- 
donera  of  die  Admiralty,  as  also  that  of  the  ^raish 
authorities. 

We  now  return  to  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  which, 
daring  the  winter,  had  been  defended  by  the  oiin«> 
bined  forces  of  England,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and 
closely  invested  by  the  French  under  Marshal  Sosdt' 
The  British  land  forces  were  commanded  by  Sir 
Thomas  Graham,  the  squadron  by  Sir  Richard 

Early  in  1811  a  powerful  expedition  was  formed, 
composed  of  British  and  Spanish  troopSi  oommanded 
by  Sir  Thomas  Graham  and  Greneral  Lepaha,  with  a 
view  to  land  on  the  coast  to  the  westward^  aid  to 
make  an  attack  on  the  rear  of 'the  enemy,  whilst  At 
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Rear-admiral  at  the  same  timc^  with  a  body  of  Boa- 
men,  royal  marines,  and  the  Spanish  raiment  oC 
Toledo,  was  to  make  a  diversion  to  the  eastwardy 
by  way  oi  drawing  the  enemy's  attenlioa.  The 
Bsml  pvt  of  the  expedition  was  placed  voder  the 
command  of  Captain  Brace,  ot  the  St.  Albans,  wlio 
sailed  ^om  Cadiz  on  the  2ist  of  Febrtuuy;  and 
«a^the20Ui,  the  Spanish  part  of  it  kfk  the  \my  aba 
Conformably  to  the  plan  of  operations  to  be  oi>- 
scwed  by  the  army,  the  combined  fimes  were  to 

have  advanced  bv  Medina  Sidonia,  which  is  full  in 
▼iew  from  the  bay ;  and  a  letter  from  General  Dis- 
ney, eomflMiding  in  Isia,  which  reached  the  Admiial 
on  the  4th,  at  10  a.m.  informed  him  that  General 
Lapema  Mnonld  attack  Medina  in  the  morning ;  bat 
in  the  afternoon  he  learned  fronri  Admir  il  Villavi* 
oeacio,  that  the  attack  on  Medina  was  delerred. 

The  Rear-admiral  on  the  6di,  at  elcTen  o*clook» 
learnt  by  the  telegraph  from  Isla,  that  our  troops 
mwe  approaching.   Signal  was  immediately  made 

for  the  flotilla  to  move  ;  the  Imphicable  and  Standard 
to  weigh,  and  take  their  destined  stations,  and  to 
fM  the  marines  and  seamen  into  the  boats:  befpre 
the  short  telegraphic  message  from  Isia  was  finished^ 
it  was  evident  from  the  report  of  cannon  and  nrae- 
ketry,  that  thebattle  of  Barossa  was  commenced.  The 
pilots  (rf  the  ships  being  ordered  to  move,  who,  before 
never  made  a  difficulty,  re&sed  to  take  them  to  their 
destiuatioOt  This  circumstance  deranged  for  some 
tine  that  part  of  the  service,  and  as  it  was  evident 
the  seamen  and  marines  could  not  be  bronght  to  ad 
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lEbr  two  or  tbree  hoim  at  the  earliest,  it  appeared 

certain  (owing  to  the  failure  of  timely  informa- 
tion of  the  approach  of  the  combined  expedition) 
that  their  acting  would  now  Lave  no  effect  on  the 
fate  of  the  held  of  Barossa.  It  was  afterwards  dis- 
covered that  the  officer  intrusted  with  the  important 
letter  to  Sir  Richard  Keats,  had  thought  proper  to 
go  in  chase  of  a  suspicious  vessel.  A  dereliction 
of  duty,  which  ought  never  to  pass  without  ensure: 
we  hav£  endeavoured  in  the  precedmg  volume  to  ex- 
pose the  effects  of  this  shameful  practice.  At  four,  an 
aide-de-camp  from  General  Disuey,  who  command- 
ed at  Isla,  announced  the  victory,  adding  that  the 
troops  were  in  want  of  boats,  stores,  and  provisions, 
with, a  supply  of  which  Captain  Cockbum  was  im- 
mediately dispatched.  He  was  also  eminendy  useful 
in  securing  the  prisoners,  and  bringing  off  the 
wounded  from  the  field  of  battle.  Understanding 
on  the  momiog  of  the  6th  that  the  Spanish  troops 
had  not  come  into  Isla  with  the  .British,  the  Rear- 
admiral  put  the  flotilla  in  motion,  and  the  aeuBnea 

and  marines  into  the  boats,  and  made  good  nearly 
the  same  landings  he  had  proposed  to  have  dooe, 
had  he  received  timdy  notice  of  the  advance  of  the 
army  on  the  preceding  day.  One  division,  composed 
of  a  detachment  of  seamen  and  marines,  commanded 

by  Captain  Kittoe,  entered  the  town  of  Rota,  threw 
the  guns  into  the  sea,  destroyed  the  platforms  and 
ammunition,  and  dismantled  the  sea  defences  of  the 
coast,  from  that  place  to  Catalina.  The  other,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Spranger,  of  the  Warrior 
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(which  the  Rear-admiral  accompanied),  landed  be- 
tween Catalina  and  St.  Mary's,  took  the  fort  of 
Puntalles  by  an  assault  of  the  royal  marines,  com- 
maiidcd  by  Captain  Fotterell,  and  a  sea-battery 
commaadiog  the  north  entrance  of  the  Guadalete, 
entered  the  town  of  St.  Mary  s,  and  snmmoned 
Catalina,  whilst  Lieutenant  Carrol  s  division  of  gun- 
boats cannonaded  that  fort,  and  Captain  Fellowes's 

battered,  and  finally  took  by  assault,  a  redoubt  on  the 

south  side  of  the  Guadalete.  Theseoperationshaving 
compelled  the  enemy  to  detach  a  column  of  about 
two  thousand  troops,  for  the  protection  of  Catalina, 
and  that  part  of  his  line,  thereby  fully  answermg  the 

purpose  of  diversion  for  which  it  was  intended,  the 
Hear-admiral  gave  orders  for  the  re-embarkation  of 
the  detachments,  and  quitted  the  coast  at  the  moment 
almost  that  the  advance  troops  of  the  enemy  reached 
the  place  of  re-embarkation«  On  this  service  five 
seamen  or  marines  were  killed,  one  officer  and  twelve 
men  wounded,  and  one  gun-boat  (Lieutenant  Carrol's) 
sunk.  The  enemy's  loss  was  much  more  considerable 
in  killed  and  wounded.  Thirty-one  prisoners  only 
were  taken. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  an  expedition  under  the 
command  of  General  Zayas,  with  troops  conveyed 
in  one  hundred  and  forty  small  vessels,  and  escorted 
by  the  Ephira,  Captain  Everard,  and  Fearless,  mor- 
tar-brig, left  Cadiz  for  the  Guadipna,  in  ord^r  to 
distract  the  enemy  s  attention,  then  dosely  block- 
ading Badajoz.  On  the  8th  of  April,  it  returned 
to  Cadiz;  and  on  the  15th,  a  second  expedition 
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of  greater  force,  composed  of  Spanish  traQ|>s  com- 
manded by  General  Blake,  left  Cadiz,  escorted  by 
the  Onyx  and  Basilisk,  for  the  Mediteiraneam  to 
operate  in  Valencia. 

In  Jane,  the  Rear-admiral  put  to  sea,  with  the 
Milford,  Alfred,  St.  Alban's,  and  Stately,  pursuant 
to  secret  instructions  from  home,  with  a  view  to  in- 
tercept  a  squadron  of  the  enemy,  whose  destination 
was  supposed  to  be  the  Mediterranean.    On  the 


I 
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lew,  in  the  Caledonia  (who  put  the  Rear-admiral 
under  his  orders),  and  Rear-admiral  the  Honourable 
A.lLLegge,  in  the  Revenge.  Receiving  at  tkesame 
time  a  choice  of  service,  wlietlici  to  continue  at 
Cadiz,  or  to  serve  second  in  command  uadec  Sir 
Edward  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Rear-admiral, 
whose  health  was  not  re-established  when  he  first 
hoisted  his  flag  at  Portsmouth,  being  litde  equal  to 
the  continued  wearing  duties  at  Cadiz,  accepted  the 
latter.  He  accordingly  repaired  with  the  Revenge 
to  Cadiz,  and  giving  up  the  command  to  the  Ho* 
nourable  Rear-admiral  Legge,  proceeded  in  the  Mil- 
ford  to  join  the  Commander-in-chief,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

The  French  in  the  summer  oi  1811,  began  to 
recover  their  losses  in  the  south  of  Spain ;  and  the 
Spaniards,  though  ably  supported  by  our  navy, 
met  with  some  serious  checks  there.  The  loss  of 
Tarragona  was  of  all  others  the  most  mortifying. 
The  province  of  Catalonia,  distinguished  for  its 
valouir  and  obstinate  resistance  to  the  tynimy  of 
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ISapuleon,  was  an  oLjuci  of  peculiar  interest  to  the 
British  nation,  and  ber  land  and  sea  forces  were 
more  strennotisly  bent  on  its  deliverance. 

The  Captains^  Edward  Codnugton,  of  the  Blake, 
of  seTcntj-four  gans,  C.  Adam,  of  the  Invincible, 
of  seveoty-four  guns,  J.  C.  White,  in  the  Centaur, 
of  aeventy-fbnr,  and  other  naval  officers,  were  suc- 
cessively employed  in  active  co-operation  widi  the 
garrison  of  Tarragona.  On  the  morning  oi  the  5th 
of  Jnne,  Captain  Adam  was  present,  when  the  French 
General  Suchet  opened  his  fire  from  several  bat^ 
teries  on  Fort  Olive,  whose  defences  had  been  ascer- 
tiiaed  to  be  in  a  bad  state.  It  was  intended  at  ni^bt 
to  substitute  the  Spanish  regiment  of  Almeria  for 
thai  of  Iberia,  which  had  till  then  been  in  the  fort ; 
but  by  treachery  the  French  found  means  to  mingle 
with  the  regiment  marching  in,  and  thus  got  pos* 
session  of  the  fort  of  Olive,  without  firing  a  shot 
The  force  ot  the  French  before  Tarragona  was  at  that 
time  about  eleven  diousand  men ;  and  the  Spaniards 
lost  about  three  thousand,  including  prisoners.  On 
the  6th, the  small  advanced  work,  called  the  FrancoUii 
was  destroyed  in  four  hours,  by  the  fire  of  the  French ; 
and  as  a  proof  tliat  valour  was  not  wanting  in  its 
defence,  the  whole  Spanish  garrison,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  men,  was  either  killed  or 
woanded. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  the  enemy  had  advanced  dieir 
works  to  within  pistol-shot  of  the  lines  of  the  Puerto^ 
besides  having  destroyed  the  battery  of  Francolli, 

and  formed  a  post  under  its  ruins.    Beaten  off  with 
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severe  loss,  in  some  desperate  attempts  to  storm  the 
batteries  of  OrleaQs^and  St.  Josephi  they  stiii  perse- 
vered, notwithstanding  the  gallant  forties  of  General 
Sarsfieldy  with  the  tew  troops  which  could  be  spared 
for  the  service.    When  Captain  Codrington  left 
Tarragona,  on  the  IGlh  ot  May,  he  proceeded  to 
Murviedro,^  where  he  found  General  O  Donnei  had 
prepared  two  thousand  three  hundred  men  to  embark 
for  the  relief  of  Tarragona,  with  two  hundred  and 
tiiiirteen  artillerymen.  .These»  Captain  Codrington 
caused  to  be  conveyed  to  their  destination  with  the 
greatest  celerity,  on  board  the  Blake,  Centaur,  and 
Invincible,  with  the  sloops  of  war  and  transports* 
The  InviDoible  alone  received  seven  hundred  on 
board  at  one  time,  besides  her  complement  Having 
delivered  tu  General  O'Donnel  two  thousand  stand 
of  arms,  accoutrements,  and  clothing,  to  equip  the 
recruits,  the  Blake  proceeded  to  Valencia,  where 
Captain  Codriugton  put  on  shore  the  remainder  ot 
this  supply,  so  acceptable  to  the  wants  of  General 
Villa  Campa  and  the  Empecinado.    By  these  sup- 
plies the  army  of  Arragon  was  brought  forward,  to 
act  with  that  of  Valencia.   Having  at  Alicant  pro- 
cured as  many  materials  for  the  relief  of  Tarragona 
as  the  ship  would  stow,  besides  eighty  artillerymen, 
Captain  Codrington  loaded  a  Spanish  corvette  with 
the  overplus,  and  agreeing  with  O'Donnel  .that  four 
thousand  more  men  should  be  spared  from  bis  army 
for  the  defence  of  that  place,  he  hastened  thither 
for  the  double  purpose  of  landing  his  supplies, 
and  preparing  shipping  to  receive  the  intended  re- 
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inforccment.  in  the  mean  time,  he  directed  Captain 
Adam  in  the  Invincible,  and  Captain  Pringle  in 
the  Sparrowhavvk,  to  wait  his  arrival  at  Peusicola, 
with  four  transports.  He  reached  Tarragona  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  of  June,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
day  and  the  ensuing  night,  landed  his  materiel,  and 
sailed  again  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  taking  with 
him  the  SpaaiJih  corvette  Palomai  but  leaving 
Captain  Baker  in  the  Cambrian,  in  charge  of 
the  naval  defences  of  the  place.  On  the  9th,  he 
joined  his  squadron  at  Pensicola,  where  lie  also  found 
the  Centaur,  and  each  of  the  ships  of  the  line  again 
received  on  board  eight  hundred  men.  By  these 
energetic  measures,  the  whole  four  thousand  men  of 
O^DonneFs  army  were  embarked  on  the  llth,  and 
during  the  night  of  the  12th  entered  Tarragona. 
General  Miranda  finding  the  garrison  so  strongly 
reinforced,  requested  Captain  Codrington  would 
embark  his  division  that  he  might  join  the  Marquis 
of  Campoverde*in  the  neighbourhood  of  Villa  Neuva 
de  Setgis,  in  order  to  threaten  the  flank  of  the  be- 
siegii^  army.  This  request  was  immediately  com- 
plied with,  and  executed  by  the  boats  of  the  British 
squadron.  The  French,  with  their  usual  skill  and 
undaunted  bravery,  pressed  on  the  siege,  and  the 
allies,  by  land  and  sea,  as  nobly  defended  themselves. 
Three  thousand  sand  bags  were  made  on  board  the 
ships  of  war,  and  sent  into  the  garrison.  In  the  night 
the  gun-boats  and  launches  threw  their  shot  into  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  gave  them  great  annoyance.  The 
boats  of  the  British  squadron  ako  took  o&  all  the 
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women,  child ren,  sick^  aged,  and  wounded,  and 
conveyed  them  safely  to  Villa  Nueva.  The  three 
captains  of  the  ships  of  the  line  also  took  off  m  their 
own  boats  about  two  hundred  men,  who  retreated  to 
the  mole  after  the  French  had  taken  die  batteries, 
and  landed  them  again  at  the  Milagro,  vvithm  the 
works  on  the  east  side  of  the  town.  The  ships  also 
moved  as  close  in  to  the  enemy's  works  as  the  depth 
of  water  would  admit,  and  drove  them  from  the  ad- 
vanced position  they  had  taken,  and  which  was 
immediately  occupied  by  the  guerillas. 

At  dawn  of  day,  on  the  29th  of  June,  the  French 
opened  their  fire  on  the  town.  About  half-past  five 
a  breach  was  made,  and  the  place  immediately  car^ 
ried  by  assault.  The  valour  and  constancy  hitherto 
displayed,  suddenly  forsook  the  unfortunate  Spa- 
niards :  the.  enemy  found  litde  or  no  resistance;  the 
garrison  tlying  in  every  direction,  some  sliding  down 
the  walls,  others  stripping  off  their  clothes,  and 
swimming  to  the  ships.  How  many  lost  their  lives 
in  this  miserable  attempt  is  not  known.  A  short,  but 
impressive  paragraph,  describes  the  fall  of  Tarnigona, 
and  shews  to  what  a  degree  of  terror  these  people 
must  have  sunk,  to  what  sacrifices  they  were  ready 
to  submit,  to  preserve  a  wretched  exblence. 

"  A  large  mass  of  people,"  says  Captain  Codring- 
ton,  *'some  with  muskets,  and  some  without  them, 
pressed  forward  along  the  road,  suffering  themselves 
to  be  fired  on  by  about  twenty  Frenchmen,  who  con* 
tinned  running  beside  them  at  only  a  few  3rards  dis* 
tancc.  At  length,  they  were  stopped  by  a  voiiey  of 
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fire  from  one  iiiaaii  party  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
entrencbed  themselves  at  a  turn  of  ihe  road ;  sup* 
ported  by  a  second  a  little  hiofher  up,  who  opened  a 
masked  battery  of  two  field -pieces.  A  bonible 
butchery  then  ensued;  and  shortly  after,  the  re^ 
mainder  of  these  poor  wretches,  amounting  to  above 
three  thousand,  tamely  submitted  to  be  led  away 
prisoners  by  less  than  as  many  hundred  French.'* 

The  launches  and  g^n-boats  went  from  the  ships, 
the  moment  the  enemy  were  observed  to  be  collect* 
ing  in  their  trenches,  but  so  rapid  were  their  motions, 
that  the  whole  was  over  before  the  boats  could  fire  a  * 
gun.  How  contagious  is  panic  even  among  the  brave ! 

All  the  boats  of  the  British  squadron  were,  sent 
to  assist  the  fugitives,  swimming  off,  or  concealed 
among  the  rocks,  and  about  six  hundred  poor  peo- 
ple were  rescued  from  the  merciless  fangs  of  these 
blood-thirsty  savages,  by  the  vdotir  and  humanity 
of  the  British  officers  and  men.  Durmg  this 
eventful  siege,  .the  captains  of  the  ships  of  the  line 
passed  whole  nights  in  their  gigs,  conducting  the 
operations  of  the  defence;  nor  could  the  incessant 
fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  enemy's  batteries, 
deter  them  from  the  noble  labours  of  taking  off  the 
women,  the  children,  and  die  wounded,  whenever 
they  presented  themselves  on  the  rugged  locks  with 
which  the  shore  was  lined*  These  remarks  apply 
in  a  particular  manner  to  the  Captains  Codringlon, 
White,  and  Adam,  of  the  Blake,  Centaur,  and 
InvinciUe. 
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The  barge  of  the  Blake,  loaded  with  twelve  wotnen 

and  childreu,  was  cruelly  fired  on  by  the  French.  A 
cannon  ball  passed  through  her,  swamped  the  boat, 
and  killed  one  woman  and  a  child :  the  others,  to- 
gether with  the  boat,  were  saved,  and  hospitably 
received  on  board  the  Blake.   The  launch  of  the 
<        Centaur,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Henry  Ash- 
worth,  had  two  men  killed,  the  lieutenant  and  two 
of  his  men  dangerously  wounded,  while  employed 
on  the  same  service.    Heroism  was  not  eicciusively 
confined  to  the  Britons.    Contreras,  the  Spanish 
•  general,  did  all  in  his  power  to  save  the  place,  but 
was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.   Gonzalez,  the 
governor,  defended  himself  to  the  last  with  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  and  was^'bayonetted  to  death  in  the 
square  near  his  own  house.   The  French^  on  first 
entering  the  town,  spared  neither  men,  women,  nor 
children;  and  when  the  rage  for  indtscriminate 
slaughter  was  in  some  degree  satiated,  every  person 
found  in  uniform,  with  arms  in  their  houses,  was  put 
to  death.  Will  it  be  believed  that  women,  send  even 
^irls  of  ton  years  of  at^^e,  after  having  been  subjected 
to  the  most  brutal  treatment,  were  thrown  alive  into 
the  flames  of  their  houses,  and  burnt,  together  with 
wounded  men?  The  whole  city  was  consumed,  with 
little  exception.   The  unhappy  fugitives  who  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  reach  the  British  ships  of  war  and 
transports,  were  received  as  became  a  nation  and  a 
cause  like  oors.   They  were  clothed,  fed,  cured,  and 
conveyed  to  places  of  security,  at  the  public  expense*  * 
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After  reading:  these  horrible  details  of  the  fall  of  a 
city,  whose  inhabitants  and  whose  couotrjr  had  given 
no  cause  of  offence  to  Napoleon,  can  there  liea  human 
beino;  who  would  not  condemn  the  author  of  them  ? 
What  if  Napoleon  ended  bis  life  in  an  island,  bereft 
(as  he  said)  of  every  earthly  enjoyment,  what  was 
this  to  the  multiplied  horrors  and  torments  he  had 
heaped  on  his  innocent  fellow-creatares?  Was  he  not 
treated  (however  harshly)  with  iiiore  kindness  than 
be  had  shewn  to  others  i  How  lost  to  every  sense 
of  moral  and  religious  feeling  must  that  nation  be, 
who  could  honour  his  memory  ?  What  is  virtue  on 
earthy  if  vice  be  so  adored?  The  contrast  between 
the  British  and  the  French  at  Tarragona,  was  exactly 
that  of  angels  and  devils. 

On'  die  31  St  of  March,  Captain  Robert  Waller 
Otway,  of  the  Ajax,  of  seventy-four  guns,  in  company 
with  Captain  £.  Chamberlayne,  of  the  Unite  frigate, 
captured  a  French  frigate-built  ship,  called  Le  Dro- 
madaire,  loaded  vrith  powder,  shot,  and  shells.  The 
two  frigates,  by  which  she  was  attended,  made  their 
escape.  This  squadron  was  from  Toulon,  and  sup- 
posed to  haVe  been  bound  for  Corfu. 

In  the  month  of  July,  Captain  Waldegrave  having 
been  removed  to  the  Volontaire^  Captain  Napier,  who 
was  appointed 'to  command  the  Thames,  attacked^ 
with  the  Cephalus,  a  large  convoy,  lu  the  port  of 
Infreschi ;  the  Cephalus  led  in,  and  both  ships  an- 
thorcd  close  to  the  enemy,  whose  fire  they  silenced. 
They  had  eleven  gun- boats,  and  an  armed  felucca. 
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moantiiig  thirteen  beaTy  giuM,  and  manned  with  two 

hundred  and  eighty  men.  These  vessels  were  moored 
acroM  the  bay,  for  the  protection  of  fifteen  merchant* 
▼esseU ;  tkey  were  also  protected  by  a  round  tower, 
and  lines  of  musketry  on  the  hills.  Lieutenant 
M'Adamy  with  a  party  of  royal  marines^  landed,  took 

tlie  tower,  made  one  oiHcer  and  eighty  men  prisoners, 
and  drove  the  rest  away.  Captain  Clifibrd,  with  the 
boats,  boarded  and  took  possession  of  tbe  convoy. 
The  whole  of  these  vessels  were  brought  out,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man  on  our  side ;  and  the  enormous  list 
of  captures  amounted  to  eleven  giin-boats,  mounting 
each  one  long  eighteen-pounder,  and  manned  with 
&irty  men ;  an  armed  felucca,  of  thirteen  guns,  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty  men ;  and  fourteen  merchant^ 
vessek,  all  with  cargoes  of  oil,  from  Pizzo,  bound 
to  Naples. 

The  boats  of  the  Unit^  of  thirty-six  guns,  Captain 
E.  H.  Chamberlayne,  cut  out  from  the  port  of  Her- 
cuie,  on  the  Roman  coast,  a  brig  of  war,  oi  eight 
guns,  under  fire  of  a  two-gun  battery.   On  being 

joined  in  the  morning  by  Captain  Clitrord,  in  the 
Cephalus,  the  British  vessels  stood  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Tiber,  and  saw  several  vessels  at  anchor  in  the 
port  oi  Civita  Vecchia.  The  Cephalus  stood  in,  an- 
chored so  near  the  batteries  as  to  reach  them  with 
grape-shot,  and  was  followed  by  the  Unite.  The 
enemy ^s  hre  was  soon  silenced,  and  three  merchant- 
vessels  brought  out,  without  loss  in  our  ships. 
Commodore  C.  V.  Penrose  commanded  at  GiUal- 
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tar.  By  means  of  the  contimied  and  active  commit- 

nication  between  the  naval  commanders  stationed 
round  the  coasts  of  the  Peninsula,  eveiy  movement 

of  the  enemy  was  watched;  and,  as  far  as  the  ship* 
ping  could  be  employed,  eitisctuaUy  counteracted. 
Ballasteros,  the  Spanish  general,  being  pressed  by 
the  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  San  iioque,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place  took  refiige  under  the  walls  ^ 
of  Gibraltar,  and  Ballasteros  sent  to  the  British  Ge- 
neral at  Cadiz  for  succour.  Major-general  Cooke^ 
who  commended  there  at  that  time,  ordered  a  detach- 
ment of  one  thousand  infantry,  with  lour  pieces  of 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel 

Skerrit,  to  make  a  diversion  at  Tariffa,  a  fortress  in 
the  gut  of  Gibraltar,  to  the  westward  of  Cabnta 
Point  Rear-4tdmiral  Legge,  who  commanded  the 
naval  force  at  Cadiz,  ordered  these  troops  to  be  con* 
veyed  to  Tariffa  in  the  Stately,  of  sixty*four  guns, 
Captain  E.  S.  Dickson,  accompanied  by  the  Colum- 
bine and  Tuscan  sloops  of  war,  and  a  number  of 
transports.  Captain  Dickson,  on  the  18th  of  Octo* 
ber,  landed  all  the  troops  and  artillery,  and  Colonel 
Skerrit  immediately  commenced  an  active  campaign 
against  the  French ;  while  the  sloops  of  war,  under 
the  command  of  the  Captains  Shepheard  and  Jones, 
and  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  directed  by  Lieutenant 
Davis,  of  the  Stately,  checked  the  advance  of  a  body 
of  one  thousand  five  hundred  French  troops,  going 
to  attack  the  town  of  Tariflk*  The  boats  and  sloops 
of  war,  by  their  incessant  fire,  commanded  the  pass 
along  the  sea-shore  during  the  night,  ai^d  in  the 
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morning  tlie  enemy  retreated,  followed  by  Colonel 
Skerrit  The  inhabitauts  of  Algeziras  fied  to  Greeii 
Island,  and  to  the  shipping,  where  they  found  security 
from  the  persecutions  of  their  cruel  invaders.  Four 
British  gun-boats  scoured  the  shores  of  the  bay,  and 
greatly  annoyed  the  French  in  their  operation)!. 

CaptamG.  R.  Collier,  in  the  Surveillante,  of  thirty- 
eight  guns,  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  having  joined 
the  guerilla  chief  Pastor,  and  two  hundred  men  of 
that  active  and  determined  description,  added  to  them 
the  marines  of  the  Surveillante  and  Iris,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Cupples.  This  force  entered 
the  river  Mundaca,  the  frigates  anchored  near  the 
town  of  Bermeo,  then  lu  possession  of  the  French, 
while  the  marines  and  guerillas,  having  landed,  got 
possession  of  the  hills,  and  the  French  fled  over  the 
rugged  road  leading  to  Bilboa.  Captain  Collier, 
having  destroyed  every  thing  that  was  convertible  to 
military  purposes,  except  what  could  be  of  use  to 
Pastor  and  his  men,  brought  all  the  vessels  out  of 
the  mole,  and  retreated  without  loss. 

In  the  Adriatic,  the  frigates  continued  tbeir  depre- 
dations on  the  enemy*s  coasting  trade  and  gun-boats 
with  astonishing  success. 

Captain  Gordon,  of  the  Active,  of  thirty-eight 
guns,  seeing  a  convoy  run  above  the  town  of  Ragos- 
niza,  and  take  shelter  in  a  creek  on  the  main  land, 
ordered  lieutenant  Henderson,  with  the  boats,  and 
a  party  of  marines  and  seamen,  to  attack  them.  In 
performing  the  duty,  this  officer  shewed  singular 
adroitness  and  intrepidity.   Finding  the  entrance  to 
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the  creek  very  narrow,  and  defended  by  three  gun- 
boatSy  and  a  number  oi  armed  men  on  each  pointy 
he  landed  with  the  marines  and  small-arm  men,  on 
the  right  hand  side,  in  order  to  take  possession  oi  a 
hill  which  appeared  to  command  the  creek,  leaying 
the  boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Gibson, 
with  orders  to  advance  on  a.signal  being  given.  On 
his/way  up  the  hill,  Lieutenant  Henderson  was  fired 
on  by  soldiers  above  him ;  these  he  soon  di:s lodged, 
and  chased  away»  and  gaining  the  summit,  found 
himself  immediately  above  the  gun-boats,  and  twenty- 
eight  sail  of  convoy.  He  instantly  made  the  signal 
for. the  boats  to  advance;  at  the  same  time  he  de*- 
scended  the  hill,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  one  oi  the  gun- 
boats, and  some  soldiers;  but  the  boats  under  Lieute- 
nant Gibson,  coming  in  at  the  same  moment,  boarded 
the  gun-boats  before  they  had  time  to  fire  a  third 
voQey.  The  enemy  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving 
many  killed  and  wounded.  The  crews  of  the  gun- 
boats jumped  overboard,  and  swam  on  shore,  leav* 
ing  their  guns  to  be  turned  on  themselves.  Eighteen 
vessels,  laden  with  grain,  for  the  garrii^on  of  Ragusa, 
.were  brought  out,  and  ten  burned.  The  three  gun- 
boats were  also  brought  away ;  and  the  whole  party 
returned  safely  to  their  ship,  with  only  two  or  three 
«neii  sli^tly  wounded. 

Sir  Edward  Peilew  had  stationed  Captain  Eyre,  of 
the  Magnificent,  on  the  coast  of  Valencia ;  and  Cap* 
tain  Codrington,  of  the  Blake,  stiil  continued  to 
.watch  the  coast  of  Catalonia.  On  the  llth  of  Octo- 
ber,  Captain  Eyre  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Com- 
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mander-in-chief,  stating,  tkat  in  comsequcdice  of  t 

requisition  from  the  Spanish  general,  Blake,  he  had 
gone  to  the  relief  of  Oropesa,  which  he  found  had 
surrendered,  and  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
A  tower  within  a  mile  oi  the  town  was  still  ia 
posseflsion  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  French  weif 
preparing  to  attack  it.  Captain  Eyre  anchored 
his  ship  as  close  as  she  coold  lie  to  tiie  French 
batteries,  and  finding  the  place  quite  untenable, 
sent  in  his  boats,  under  the  command  of  iieute- 
nants  Astley  and  Hiat,  and  brought  off  die  garri- 
son, consisting  of  two  officers^  and  eighty-five  men. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy  upon  cm  boats,  though  incsi- 

sant,  was  disregarded  ;  our  loss  was  very  trifling, 
compared  with  the  honour  and  advantage  of  saviag 
the  brave  garrison  from  certain  butchery. 

In  conseqtience  of  the  rapid  movements  oi  Ge- 
neral Sttchet»  with  fifteen  thousand  men,  towards 

Valencia,  Captain  Eyre  quitted  Alicant,  and  has- 
tened to  the  relief  of  General  Blake.  Murviedro^ 
a  fortress,  situated  on  the  sea-coast,  twelve  miles 
from  Valencia,  had  stopped  the  progress  of  the 
enemy ;  but^  on  the  27th  of  October,  was  forced  lo 
surrender,  after  a  very  gallant  defence.  Blake, 
reinforced  by  seven  thousand  men,  from  the  army 
of  Murcia,  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  raise  lbs 
siege ;  he  was  defeated  with  the  loss  ot  two  thou- 
sand men,  and  eight  or  nine  pieces  of  cannon;  sod 

the  consequence  of  this  defeat,  was  a  summoBS 
from  Suchet  to  the  city  of  Valencia  to  surrender. 
IVithin  this  place,  Blake  and  his  army  had  le- 
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treated,  aud  held  out  till  early  in  the  follow mg 
year. 

In  the  month  of  October,  Captain  the  Honourable 
Ueury  Duncan,  in  the  Imperiense,  of  forty-four 
gons^  attacked  three  French  gun-boats,  each  car- 

rying  one  eigh teen-pounder,  and  moored  under  a 
strong  forty  near  tbe  town  of  Positana,  in  the  gulf 
of  Salerno.  One  of  the  gun-boats  was  immedi- 
ately sunk  by  the  fire  of  the  frigate,  which  had 
iileneed  the  fort;  but  the  enemy  not  being  driven 
out,  Captain  Duncan  ordered  Mr.  Eaton  Trevors, 
his  hrst  iieuteoantt  and  Lieutenant  Fipon,  of  the 
royal  marines,  to  hmd  and  storm  it,  which  they 
did,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  and  against 
treble  their  numbers.  Hie  enemy  fled,  leaving 
thirty  prisoners,  and  fifty  stand  of  arms.  The 
guns,  which  were  twenty- four  pounders,  were 
spiked  by  our  men,  and  thrown  over  the  cliff,  and 
the  two  remaining  gun- vessels  brought  away. 

In  the  following  month.  Captain  Duncan,  having 
received  intelligence  that  a  convoy  of  the  enemy 
had  taken  shelter  in  Paluieure,  and  having  with 
him  only  the  Thames,  of  thirty-two  guns,  applied 
to  the  General  commanding  at  Messina,  and  ob- 
tained from  him  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  men,  from  the  69th  regiment,  commanded 
by  Major  Dariey.  On  the  Ist,  this  force,  together 
with  the  marines,  and  a  party  of  seamen  firom  each 
ship;  was  landed,  tbe  whole  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Napier,  of  the  Thames.  They  ascended 
the  heights,  in  face  of  a  heavy  hie,  and  drove  the 


544  SPAIN.  [1811. 

enemy  from  his  position ;  but  the  object  of  attack 
still  remained.  The  gun-boats»  the  convoy,  and 
the  fort,  could  not  be  taken,  unless  the  frigates 
could  be  brought  into  action;  this  was  accom- 
plished on  the  following  morning,  when,  by  fiivour 
of  the  sea-breeze,  they  ranged  along  the  enemy's 
line,  withm  musket-shot,  sunk  two  of  the  gun- 
boats, took  all  the  others,  anchored  close  to  the 
fort,  and  after  an  action  of  fifteen  mmutes  silenced 
it.  Lieutenant  Travers,  watching  the  event  on 
the  heights,  pushed  down  the  hill  as  soon  as  he 
saw  the  ships  engaged,  and  waited  almost  under 
the  guns  of  the  fort ;  he  rushed  in  the  moment  the 
colours  were  struck,  spiked  the  guns  tweiity-lbur 
pounders),  and  threw  them  into  the  sea,  brought 
away  the  whole  convoy,  destroyed  four  gun-boats, 
and  brought  out  six  others ;  they  mounted  two 
long  eighteen-pounders,  and  carried  from  thirty  to 
fifty  men. 

The  impression  made  upon  the  enemy's  coast, 
was  not  confined  to  the  shores  of  Italy.  The  de- 
fence of  TarifTa  forms  another  remarkable  instance 
of  the  successful  union  of  British  science  and  va- 
iour,  and  of  conjoint  naval  and  military  operations, 
in  the  Peninsular  war. 

Tariffa  is  a  small  town,  situated  on  the  sea-coast 
of  Spain,  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  within  the 
hearing  of  cannon  from  that  fortress.  It  is  com* 
manded  by  the  hills  at  the  bottom  of  whicti  it 
stands;  and  is  defended  only  by  a  single- wail, 
constructed  before  the  invention  of  artilfery,  and. 
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consequently,  only  intended  as  a  defence  against 
the  spears  and  armour  of  the  Moors,  or  other  bar- 
barous assailants. 

« 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1811,  a  strong  divi- 
sion of  the  French  army,  with  between  two  and 
three  hundred  cavalry,  invested  this  place.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Skerrit,  who  held  the  command  of 
the  small  British  force  intrusted  with  its  defence, 
immediately  retreated  within  the  walls;  while  the 
sea  force,  under  Captain  £.  S«  Dickson,  in  the 
Stately,  occupied  the  dangerous,  and  in  winter 
time  the  almost  untenable,  anchorage  in  front. 
He  had  with  him  a  small  squadron  of  sloops  of 
war,  gun-brigs,  and  gun-boats.   A  heavy  gale  of 
wind  drove  them  for  a  time  from  the  roadstead ; 
and  during  their  absence,  the  French  advanced 
their  batteries  to  within  musket-shot  of  the  ruinous 
waD.    Colonel  Skerrit,  assisted  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Gough,  of  the  87  th  regiment,  and  that  very 
able  and  distinguished  engineer,  Captain  (now 
Sir  C.  F.)  Smith,  with  very  small  means,  repelled 
the  attacks,  drove  back  their  advance,  and  finally 
d^ated  them  with  great  slaughter.    On  the  29tfa 
of  December,  the  French  General  opened  his 
fire,  within  three  hundred  yards,  from  four  sixteen 
.  pounders,  four  howitzers,  and  other  smaller  guns; 
with  these  he  continued  to  batter  in  breach,  and 
before  night  had  effected  a  chasm  of  considerable 
width :  on  the  three  following  day^,  he  continued 
his  fire  with  equal  success.^  Colonel  Skerrit  worked 
traverses  in  the  streets,  and  after  three  different 
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assaults,  the  enemy  was  beaten^  forced  to  break 
up  his  camp  and  retire,  leaving  his  wounded  and 
his  artillery. 

The  cause  of  Spain  was  triumphant  on  the  sea- 
coast,  while  Lord  Wellingtou  defeated  the  French 
in  the  interior.  Figueras  surrendered  to  the  Spa- 
niards, on  the  10  th  of  April ;  and  Captain  BuUen, 
and  the  Honourable  G.  G.  Waidegrave«  in  the 
Cambrian  and  Volontaire,  took  possession  of  St. 
Phillion  and  Palamos,  on  the  12th  and  14th;  the 
guns  were  embarked,  and  the  batteries  destroyed. 
The  French  were  now  driven  from  every  place  in 
Catalonia,  except  Barcelona,  before  which  General 
Hilliers  concentrated  his  forces,  and  commenced 
the  memorable  siege. 

The  French,  watchful  for  the  defence  of  the 
islands  in  the  Adriatic,  and  the  protection  of  tlie 
trade  on  the  coasts  of  lUyria  and^Dalmatia,  sent 
out  squadrons  of  frigates  and  small  vessels,  in 
support  of  these  objects.  On  the  15th  of  March, 
1811,  Captain  William  Hoste,  in  the  Amphion,  of 
thirty-two  guns,  having  under  his  orders  the  Ac- 
tive, thirty-eight.  Captain  James  Gordon;  Cer- 
berus, thirty-two,  Captain  Henry  Whitby,  and 
Volage,  twenty-two.  Captain  Phipps  Hornby,  fell 
in  vrith  an  enemy's  squadron  to  windward,  lying  to 
off  the  north  point  of  Lissa.  The  British  squadron 
instantly  prepared  for  battle,  disregarding  the  sn* 
periority  of  the  enemy,  whose  force  consisted  of 
five  frigates,  one  corvette,  one  brig,  two  schooners, 
one  gun-boat,  and  a  xebec.  This  was  a  French 
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and  Italian  squadron  united.  The  French  Com- 
modore,  taking  the  command,  bore  up  in  two  lines, 
and  very  properly  led  into  action,  intending  to  cut 
.through  the  Bhtiah*  after  the  manner  of  Nelson  at 
Trafalgar ;  the  result  proyed,  that  what  was  good 
in  one  case,  may  not  answer  in  another.  Here  the 
attacking  line  were  French  and  Neapolitans,  the 
receiving  line  British,  well  trained  to  their  guns, 
cool  and  collected,  not  firing  till  perfectly  certain 
of  their  mark,  and  ready,  at  a  moment's  warning, 
to  perform  any  manoeuvre,  which  nught  be  found 
expedient.. 

The  particulars  of  this  action  are  as  well  related 
by  Captain  HoBte»  as  his  squadron  was  ably  con- 
ducted. "After  an  action  of  six  hours,"  says  this 
gallant  officer,  "we  have  completely  defeated  the 
combmed  French  and  Italian  squadron.  The 
enemy^  formed  in  two  divisions,  bore  down  to 
attadL  us  under  all  possible  sail.  The  British  line, 
led  by  the  Amphion,  was  formed  by  signal  in  the 
closest  order,  on  the  starboard  tack.  At  nine,  a.  m. 
the  action  commenced  by  our  firing  on  the  head*- 
most  ships.  The  intention  of  the  enemy  appeared 
to  be,  to  break  our  line  in  two  places;  the  star- 
board division  led  by  the  Commodore,  bearing  on 
the  Amphion  and  Active ;  the  larboard  division  on 
the  Cerberus  and  Volage.  In  this  attempt  he 
failed  (though  almost  on  board  of  us),  by  the  well- 
directed  fire  and  compact  order  of  our  Une.  He 
then  endeavoured  to  round  the  van  ship  to  engage 
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to  leeward,  and  thereby  place  us  between  two 

fires ;  but  was  so  warmly  received^  and  rendered 
80  totally  unmanageable,  that  he  went  on  shore 

on  the  rocks  of  Li&sa  m  the  greatest  possible  con- 
fusion. 

"The  British  line  was  then  wore  to  renew  the 
action,  the  Amphion,  not  half  a  cable's  length 
from  the  shore,  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  star- 
board division  passing  under  our  stem,  and  en- 
gaging us  to  leeward)  while  the  larboard  division 
tacked,  and  remained  to  windward,  engaging  the 
CerbeiuSf  Voiage,  and  Active.    The  action  now 
recommenced  with  great  fury;  his  Majestjr^s  ships 
frequently  in  a  position  which  exposed  them  to  a 
raking  fire.  At  twenty  minutes  past  eleven,  the 
Flora  struck  her  colours :  at  twelve  the  Bellona 
followed  her  example.   The  rest  of  the  ships  en- 
deavouring to  make  off,  pursued  by  tbe  .Active 
and  Cerberus,  who,  at  three,  p.m.  compelled  the 
stemmost  frigate  to  surrender,  when,  the  action 
ceased,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  Corona,  of 
forty-four  guns,  and  the  Bellona,  of  thirty-two 
guns.   The  French  Commodore,  the  Favourite,  of 
forty-four  guns,  on  shore,  blew  up  soon  after.** 
While  Captain  Hoate  was  taking  possession  of  the 
Bellona,  the  Flora,  after  having  struck  her  colours 
to  prevent  being  sunk,  made  sail  and  escaped,  the 
British  ships  having  no  boat  to  send  to  her.  The 
French  Commodore,  Monsieur  Dubourdieu,  was 
killed  in  the  action.  The  squadron  had  sailed 
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from  Ancona  on  the  1  Itb,  with  five  hundred  troops^ 

and  every  thing  necessary  for  garrisoning  the 
maud  of  Lifisa* 


The  force  of  the  enemy  was — 


GuMt. 

Mm. 

>  44 

860  bnmt 

•  44 

S60  struck,  but  escaped 

44 

950  escaped 

32 

224  takeu 

2B 

221  escaped 

Lc  Corona  (24-pounders 

)  44 

354  taken 

Lc  FriQci{>e  (ditto) 

44 

964  taken 

16 

105  escaped 

10 

60  escaped 

6 

70  escaped 

a 

36  escaped 

Troops  embarked 

600 

dI4 

2876 

The  Britiah  foreea  conaiatedKif— 


Shipt.  Gmw.  Mm.    XiUtiL  WmaM, 

,  AnpUott  as  Capttiii  Hoste    964  16  47 

Active  aa  Gofdoo  aOO  9  SO 

Cerberus  aa  Wbitby  964  13  44 

Volage  aa  Homl^  174  13  33 

Total       134  963      60  160 

« 

GiHM.  Km. 
Total  French  force  •  •  •  *  314  2976 
English   124  982 

Lieutenant  Diekenson,  of  the  Cerberas,  and 

Lieutenant  Campston,  of  the  Active,  thirty-eight 
guns,  were  directed  by  Captain  H«  Whitby»  who 

commanded  the  Cerberus,  to  take  the  boats,  and 
attack  a  convoy  of  the  enemy  in  the  port  of 
Otranto,  on  the  coast  of  Italy.  The  fire  of  the 
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eueiny,  and  the  difficulty  of  access  to  the  fort, 
were  uiiairailiDg%  The  marines  mounted  a  preci- 
pice where  the  most  certain  destruction  awaited 
the  slightest  deviation  from  the  path;  while  the 
seamen  in  the  boats  drove  the  crews  oat  of  the 
vessels^  and  the  soldiers  from  the  beach^ — took  out 
ten  sail  of  merchant-vessels,  loaded  with  proyi- 
sions,  and  an  armed  vessel  intended  for  their  pro- 
tection,  and  burnt  two  large  magazines  full  of  ^ 
naval  and  military  stores.  ^ 

On  the  evening  of  the  Gth  of  March,  twenty- 
five  sail  of  vessels  sailed  from  Otranto,  loaded  with 

naval  and  ordnance  stores,  provisions  and  troops, 
for  the  garrison  of  Corfu,  and  for  fitting  out  gun- 
boats for  the  defence  of  that  island.  Twenty-two 
sail  of  these  ieli  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Eyre 
and  his  fortunate  squadron. 

On  tlie  Cadiz  station,  in  the  month  of  May, 
Captain  Price,  of  the  Sabine  sloop  of  warr  cap- 
tured with  his  boats  three  sail  of  French  privateers, 
sunk  another,  and  retook  her  prize.  So  determined 
was  the  resistance  of  the  last  privateer,  that  she 
did  not  surrender  till  run  down  by  the  PapiUon, 
who  saved  the  crew  from  drowning* 

In  the  month  of  May,  Captain  Robert  Barrie,  in 
La  Pomone,  of  thirty-eight  guns,  with  the  Unit^, 
of  thirty-six,  and  the  Scout  brig,  entered  the  bay 
of  Sagona,  in  Corsica,  whence  the  French  had 
long  been  in  th^  habit  of  procuring  their  masts 
and  3rards  for  ships  of  war.  Three  large  ships 
were  then  lying  there,  moored  within  pistol-shot 
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of  the  shore  and  batteries^  all  of  them  well  maimed 
and  mountings  a  sufficient  number  of  guns  to  de* 
fend  themselves.  The  heights  under  which  they 
lay  were  *also  crowned  with  guns  and  -  troops. 

The  squadron  was  towed  in  by  the  boats,  until 

they  came  within  range  of  the  grape-shot.  At  six 
in  iJie  evening,  the  action  commenced,  and  lasted 
till  half-past  seven^  when  the  enemy  set  their  ships 
on  fire  and  fled:  the  battery  and  a martello  tower 
were  silenced;  the  fort  destroyed,  occasioned  by 
the  burning  fragments  from  the  ships  falling  on 
the  magazine.  Captain  Barrie  ascertained  from  a 
prisoner  taken  off  the  floating  wreck,  that  they 
were  called  La  Nourrice»  of  eleven  hundred  tons, 
Le  Giraffe,  of  nine  hundred,  and  a  merchant-ship 
of  five  hundred  tons. 

Captain  James  Brisbane,  in  the  Belle  Poule,  in 
company  with  the  Alceste,  of  thirty-eight  guns, 
in  the  month  of  May  chased  a  French  brig  of  war, 
of  eighteen  guns,  into  the  small  harbour  of  Palenza. 
The  shallow  water  prevented  the  approach  of  the 
ships  sufficiently  near  to  fire  on  the  forts  or  the 
brig,  with  proper  effect,  although  the  frigates  were 
firequently  struck  by  the  shot  fiK>m  the  batteries. 
A  lauding  was  therefore  decided  on,  and  two  hun- 
dred seamen,  and  all  the  marines,  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant  John  M^Curdy,  first  of  the  Belle 
Poule,  took  possession  of  a  small  island  in  the 
mouthof  the  harbour,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  ai 
night,  wliile  the  ships  lay  at  anclioi  ,  four  miles  off, 
with  the  most  incredible  labour,  erected  a  work. 
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whichy  Wore  five  o*clock  in  tbe  monimg,  served 

as  a  defence  to  the  men,  and  was  ready  to  fire  on 
the  brig»  with  two  howitzeis,  two  nine  poundeis, 
and  a  field-piece.  At  daylight  the  enemy  opened 
upon  them  from  four  different  positions.  The 
action  lasted  five  hours,  when,  the  brig  being  cot 
to  pieces  and  sunk»  the  whole  party  retreated  {witia 
their  guns)  in  good  order  to  the  boats»  having  had 
two  men  killed  and  six  wounded. 

The  crooked  policy  pursued  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  tended  to  excite 
that  ferment  which  it  had^  been  long  predicted 
would  end  in  war. 

The  Americans  had  submitted  with  a  very  ill 
grace  to  the  .unhappy  affair  of  the  Leopard  and 
Chesapeake.  The  damour  against  the  act  was 
particularly  loud  in  the  southern  states.  The  city 
of-  Baltimore^  the  most  violent,  because  the  resort 
of  all  the  malcontents  from  England  and  Ireland, 
sounded  the  war-whoop^  with  all  the  rage  of  im- 
placable hatted.  To  cherish  this  angry  feeling, 
artihce  and  the  .  most  unprincipled  acts  were  re** 
sorted  to ;  encouragement  was  held  out  to  the  mas- 
ters of  merchant- ships  to  report  on  all  occasions 
in  the  most  un&vourable  manner  every  transaction 
between  them  and  a  British  vessel  of  war.  Nu- 
merous instances  of  gross  and  unblushing  iiUse- 
hood  might  be  adduced.  We  shall  not  attempt 
to  refute  the  affidavits  of  American  seamen,  made 
before  American  justices  of  the  peace*  against  the 
captains  of  British  ships  of  war,  convinced  as  we 
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are,  that  no  respectable  person  ever  gave  credit  to 

tbem;  but  we  must  ofier  ojie  mstance  of  uaparal- 
Ided  treachery. 

In  the  year  1807,  one  of  our  frigates  cruising  oflF 
Naples^  boarded  and  examined  an  American  ship. 
The  master  and  supercargo  both  expressed  their 
thanks  personally  to  the  British  captain,  for  the 
kindness,  attention,  and  delicacy,  they  had  expe- 
rienced from  the  boarding  officer.  The  ships  parted, 
but  met  again  in  a  few  days,  when  the  captain  of 

the  frigate  desiring  to  know  what  had  kept  the 
American  so  long  upon  the  coast,  sent  for  his  log* 
book,  in  which  (referring  to  the  period  of  her  first 
examination)  he  found  the  most  rancorous  and 
unfounded  charges  against  the  very  officer  whose 

humanity  and  forbearance  they  had  before  extolled. 
The  master  and  supercargo  were  sunmioned  to 
answer  for  these  fdsehoods,  calculated,  and  no 
doubt  mtended,  to  sow  dissension  between  the 
two  nations.  They  were  speechless,  looked  very 
much  like  fools  and  knaves,  aud  at  length  joined 
'  in  throwing  the  blame  on  the  mate,  who  wrote  the 
log.  The  mate  was  not  present  to  vindicate  him- 
self. This  is  quite  consistent  with  the  alleged 
murder  of  John  Pearce,  who  never  existed ;  of  the 
deserters  not  being  ou  boarci  the  Chesapeake, 
where  they  were  found ;  and  of  the  Acasta  running 
away  from  the  Essex,  when  she  (the  Acasta)  was 
in  search  of  her.  Could  we  spare  the  time,  we 
might  on  the  other  hand  display  some  flagrant 
instances  of  cruelty  and  fraud  practised  by  Na- 
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poleon  against  his  crouching  friends.  The  case  of 
the  Horison  alone  was  ten  times  worse  than  any 
act  of  England,  and  would,  if  committed  by  ns, 
have  produced  immediate  and  justifiable  war. 
Every  effort  of  Great  Britain  towards  conciUation 
was  treated  with  scorn — every  injury  heaped  upuu 
the  Americans  by  Napoleon,  was  received  with 
such  fawning  and  smiles,  as  to  court  a  repetition. 

The  attacks  on  the  Little  Belt  and  the  Bel- 
videra,  by  Commodore  Rogers,  in  1811-12,  are 
lasting  memorials  of  the  indecision  and  unmanly 
conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
add  the  Commander-in-chief  of  his  navy. 

Fuiiy  participating  in  the  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  Madison,  as  well  as  in  the  vulgar 
errors  of  his  countrymen.  Commodore  Rogers 
was  sent  to  sea  in  the  President  frigate,  to  avenge 
the  death  of  the  seamen  on  board  the  Chesapeake; 
and  by  art  and  contrivance  to  make  it  appear,  that 
whatever  ship  he  might  attack,  should  be  the  ag- 
gressor. The  ostensible  motive  of  his  going  to 
sea,  was  to  reclaim  a  seaman  impressed  out  of 
an  American  vessel,  by  Captain  PecheU,  of  the 
Guerricre. 

The  President  was  the  largest  ship  in  the  Ame- 
rican navy.  She  mouuted  thirty  twenty -four 
pounders  on  her  main*deck,  twenty  forty- two 

pound  carronades,  and  four  long  twenty-four 
pounders  on  her  quarter-deck  and  iorecastle, 
manned  with  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  prime 
seamen.    W  ith  this  ship  it  was  the  misiortune  of 
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Captain  fimgham,  in  the  Little  Beil  (a  sloop  ot 
war,  moontiog  only  sixteen  thirty<-two  pound  car- 
ronades,  aud  two  long  nines),  to  fall  in  and  to  be 
brought  to  action  on  tbe  16th  of  May,  1811.  The 
ships  came  in  sight  of  each  other  at  eleven,  a.m., 
and  at  one  o'clock,  Captain  Bmgham  discovered 
the  stranger  to  be  a  ship  of  war,  and  made  the  pri- 
.  vate  signal,  which  was  not  answered ;  but  as  he 
plainly  saw  the  stranger  was  an  American,  and 

was  coming  fast  up  with  him,  and  desirous  of 
avoiding  any  mistake  which  might  occur  after 
daik,  he  yery  properly  bravght  to,  hoisted  his 
colours,  double-shotted  his  guus,  to  prevent  sur- 
prise, and  prepared  for  action.   By  his  manner  of 

steering,  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  American 
to  rake  the  Little  Belt,  which  Captain  Bingham 
frustrated,  by  wearing  three  times.  At  a  quarter 
past  eight,  the  President  came  within  hail,  and 
Oaptain  Binghsm  demanded  theaame  of  the  ship; 

the  question  was  very  improperly  repeated  by  the 
Commodore  who,  no  doubt,  supposed  that  an 
avowal-  of  his  name  would  produce  an  explsmation, 
which  might  defeat  his  fixed  purpose  of  revenge ; 
and  without  taking  any  farther  trouble  to  ascertain 
.  the  cause  of  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  British 
'  Captain,  he  discharged  a  broadside  into  the  Little 
Bdt.  This  was  received  as  it  should  have  been. 
Captain  Bingham  returned  the  hre  with  spirit,  and 
continued  it  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when 
the  American  frigate  discontinued  the  action,  ap- 
pearing to  be  on  fire.  The  Little  Belt  ceased  firing 
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wheu  her  guns  could  no  longer  be  brought  to 
bear»  and  was  left  a  wreck,  with  nine  men  killed, 
and  twenty-thfee  wounded,  more  than  one-fonrdi 
of  her.complemenL  The  American  hailed  to  know 
what  ship  it  was,  and  being  told  it  was  the  British 

sloop  of  war.  Little  Belt,  he  inquired,  if  she  had 
Struck  her  colours.''  To  this  he  received  a  hrm 
and  indignant  negatiye  firoih  Captain  Bingham^ 
who  at  the  same  time  demanded  the  name  of  his 
opponent.  He  was  informed,  it  was  a  United 
States'  frigate."  Convinced  that  the  vessel  which 
he  had  thus  basely  and  cruelly  attacked  belonged 
to  Great  Britam,  and  although  he  was  assured 
she  had  not  surrendered^  the  Commodore  neither 
^  brought  the  action  to  a  conclusion  by  demanding 
and  enforcing  submission,  nor  did  he  make  the 
offer  of  that  assistance  which  as  a  man  and  a 
Christian  he  was  bound  to  afford  to  a  fellow-crea- 
ture, and  above  all  to  brother  seamen  reduced  to 
distress  by  his  unmanly  act :  he  made  sail,  and 
left  the  Little  Belt  to  her  fate.  At  daylight  he 
again  apprcwched,  prepared  for  action,  and  at  eight 

o'clock  hailed,  and  asked  pcrriiission  to  send  a  boat 
on  board,  which,  being  granted,  an  officer  came 
from  Commodore  Rogers,  of  the  United  States' 
frigate.  President,  to  say,  that  he  (the  Commo- 
dore) lamented  much  the  unfortunate  afiair,  and 
had  he  known  the  force  of  the  British  vessel  was 
so  inferior  to  his  own,  he  should  not  hi^ve  fired  at 
her.  Captain  Bingham  asked  his  motives  for  firing 
at  all ;  and  was  told,  that  the  Little  Belt  fired  first 
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This  was  proved  not  to  have  beea  the  fact;  nor 
was  it  likely  that  Captain  Bingham,  sailing  under 
the  most  positive  orders  to  abstain  from  any  act 
of  aggression  against  America,  should  have  been 

so  far  lost  to  every  sense  of  propriety,  as  not  only 
to  disobey  his  orders,  but  attack  a  ship  more  than 
four  times  his  force.  The  Commodore  then  made 
every  offer  of  assistance,  and  entreated  Captain 
Bingham  to  put  into  the  nearest  American  port ; 
but  these  offers  and  invitations  were  both  very 
properly  declined.  The  Little  Belt  went  to  Hali- 
fax, where  a  court  of  inquiry  decided,  that  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Bingham  had  been  judicious 
and  lionourable,  and  he  was  in  consequence  ad- 
vanced to  the  rank  of  post-captain. 

If  there  be  any  part  of  this  transaction  which 
we  may  be  permitted  to  regret,  it  is,  that  Captain 
Bingham  had  not  given  the  name  of  his  ship  when 
demanded.  The  refusal  of  Commodore  Rogers,  to 
whom  the  question  was  first  put,  was  not  an  exam- 
ple which  a  British  captain  could  justly  plead  in 
excuse.  If,  however,  a  shadow  of  blame  attaches 
to  Captain  Bingham  for  this  omission,  what  shall 
we  say  in  favour  of  Commodore  Rogers,  who,  not 
being  a  belligerent,  could  have  had  no  motive 
either  for  concealing  the  name  of  his  ship,  or  firing 
into  one  of  whose  nation  or  intentions,  according 
to  his  own  shewing,  he  was  ignorant ;  and  who, 
after  having  deliberately  slaughtered  and  maimed 
thirty-two  of  her  men,  neither  took  her  as  an 
enemy,  nor  relieved  her  as  a  friend  ?  Nothing  could 
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be  more  clear  and  distinct  than  the  orders  of  the 
British  othcers  on  the  Americaa  station.  They 
were,  if  any  thing,  too  mild  and  forbearing.  Bot 
they  prove,  that  Great  Britain  was  willing  to  make 
any  reasonable  sacrifice,  rather  than  proToke  a 
new  war;  and  while  she  was  strup^orling  for  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  Mr.  Madison  chose  that  crisis 
to  attack  her.  Had  we  really  been  the  aggressor^ 
this  consideration  alone  should  have  withheld  the 
hostility  of  America. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  this  event  reached  Eng- 
land>  it  was  thought  necessary  to  reinforce  the 
squadron  of  Vice-admiral  Sawyer,  who  at  that 
time  commanded  on  the  Halifax  station ;  and  in 
the  month  of  September,  the  following  ships  of 
war  were  at  Halifax,  or  Bermuda,  or  cruising  on 
the  coast.  This  force,  we  must  observe,  was  fully 
equal  to  that  of  the  United  States,  who  had  not  at 
that  time  any  ship  of  the  line. 

Gufu.    Mm.  L'ommanders. 

jj^^  ,  S  Vice-admiral  Herbert  S«wy<f 

"  J    Captain  J.  Bastard 

Shannon  3B  "IM   P  B  V.  Broke 

Guerrieic   284   J.  R.  Dacres 

Spartan  i .  38  2B4    E.  F.  Brentoo 

Belv  ideia   86  264   Richard  Byron 

iEolut   32  254  Lord  James  Townshend 

Tartamt  20  125  Jobo  Pasco. 

Stoops  of  War. 

Indian  20   125    Henry  Jane 

Atahnte  2u    125    Frederick  Hickey 

Rattler....^. ......  18    121    Ahxandrr  Gordon 

J  'li^^   18    121    Honourable  V.  Gardner 

Sapphire  18    121    Henry  Haines. 
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By  an  order  in  council,  dated  the  5th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  restricted  in  its 
commercial  intercomse.  Nations  not  at  war  with 
us  had  been  usually  indulged  with  trading  there, 
but  they  were  thenceforth  forbidden,  and  the  trade 

confined  to  British  vessels  only. 

We  now  return  to  the  Isle  of  France,  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madagascar.  A  squadron  of 
three  French  frigates,  well  commanded^  manned, 
and  equipped,  with  as  many  troops  as  they  could 

carry,  had  sailed  from  Europe  early  in  the  year, 
with  the  view  of  relieving  the  French  settlements 
at  the  Mauritius ;  but  they  were  too  late.  Amy- 
iog  off  the  Isle  of  Fi;ance  on  the  7th  of  May,  they 
found  it  in  our  possession ;  and  though  prepared 
in  a  great  measure  for  such  an  event,  they  must 
have  been  miserably  straitened  for  want  of  water. 
In  search  of  this  article,  and  to  refresh  his  peo- 
ple, the  French  commodore,  Monsieur  Roquebert, 
,  bore  away  for  Madagascar.  Off  Foul  Point,  at 

the  south  end  of  that  island,  he  was  met  on  the 
20th,  by  Captain  C.  M.  8chomberg,  in  the  Astrea, 
of  thirty-six  guns,  having  under  his  orders  the 
Phuebe,  of  thirty-six  guns.  Captain  Uillyar;  Ga- 
latea, thirty-two.  Captain  Wpodley  Losack ;  and 
Racehorse  sloop,  of  eighteen  guns,  Captain  De 
Rippe.  The  ships,  owing  to  light  and  baffling 
airs,  did  not  get  into  action  till  four,  p.  m.  The 
Galatea  and  Phoebe  suffered  much,  particularly 
the  former,  from  the  accidental  position  of  the 
enemy.    One  of  their  ships  lay  on  the  larboard 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 


5(f0  I'A^T  INDIBS.  imu 

quarter  of  the  Phcebe,  and  abreast  of  the  Galatea, 
which  was  astern  of  the  Phoebe ;  the  other  two 
were  placed  on  each  quarter  of  the  Galatea.  The 
fight  was  mamtamed  until  the  Astrea  and  Race- 
horse caught  the  breeze,  when  they  came  into 
action.  By  this  time  the  Galatea  was  so  much 
cut  up,  as  to  be  perfectly  unmanageable;  her  fore 
and  mizen-topmasts  fell  over  the  side,  she  could 
not  wear,  and  with  her  the  action  ceased,  after 
having  lasted  four  hours.  Captain  Schomberg,  . 
supported  by  the  Phoebe  and  Racehorse,  followed 
up  the  advantage  they  had  gained,  and  very  soon 
forced  the  French  Commodore  to  surrender.  A 
second  frigate  came  to  his  relief,  and  after  a  few 
broadsides  firom  the  British  ships,  hung  out  a 
light,  and  ceased  firing,  in  token  of  submission; 
but  perceiving  the  disabled  state  of  the  Galatea, 
and  that  the  other  English  ships  were  prevented 
from  immediately  following  him,  the  French  Cap- 
tain made  sail,  and  escaped.  He  was  chased  by 
the  Astrea  and  Phoebe,  till  two  in  the  morning, 
when  Captain  Schomberg,  considering  that  the 
Galatea,  had  made  the  signal  for  and  required 
assistance,  and  that  the  ship  they  had  taken 
(having  only  put  two  officers  and  five  men  on 
board  her),  might  escape,  returned  and  secured 
his  prize,  which  proved  to  be  La  Renomm^e, 
of  forty-four  guns,  eighteen-pounders,  commanded 
by  Monsieur  Hoquebert :  she  had  four  hundred 
and  seventy  men,  of  which  two  hundred  were 
picked  troops.    The  numbers  killed  of  her  crew 
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we  had  not  the  means  of  aacertaimog.  Her  con- 
sorts were  La  Ciorinde,  and  La  Nereide,  both  of 
the  same  force.  They  had  sailed  from  Brest  on 
the  night  of  the  2d  of  February. 

The  Galatea  bad  seventy-eight  shots  in  her  hull, 
many  of  them  under  water;  every  rope  was  cut 

away;  and  though  short  of  her  complement  when 
she  began  the  actiout  had  more  men  killed  and 
wounded  than  aD  the  other  British  ships  put 
together. 

Captain  Schomberg»  by  praising  the  condact  of 

Captain  Hillyar,  in  his  letter  to  the  Admiral,  and 
omitting  to  mention  in  terms  of  apj^robation  the 
names  of  Captains  Losack  and  De  Rippe,  left  an 
implied  stain  on  the  characters  of  these  officers. 
Captain  Losack  felt  this,  and  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, demanded  a  court-martial,  which  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  (judging  no 
doubt  from  the  log-books)  did  not  think  proper 
to  grant ;  and  informed  Captam  Losack,  that  they 
were  satisfied  with  his  conduct ;  and  it  would  in- 
deed have  been  unaccountable,  if  they  had  not. 
Captain  De  Rippe  had  also  his  share  of  the  ac- 
tion, though  the  enemy,  when  they  had  frigates  to 
engage,  could  not  turn  their  fire  on  a  sloop  of  war. 
This  accounts  for  the  Racehorse  escaping  unhurt. 
That  Captains  Sehomberg  and  Hillyar  did  their 
duty,  none  would  deny ;  it  is  also  equally  clear, 
that  Captains  Losack  and  De  Rippe  did  their 
*  duty ;  and,  consequently,  that  they  were  equally 
entitled  to  a  share  of  credit  with  the  captains  of 
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the  Afltrea  and  Phosbe.  We  oondude  these  ob- 
servations with  the  li3t  of  killed  and  woanded — 

Astrca««»«*»»  S  16  Phoebe'.  •••  6  S6 
Gtlalm******  16        46      Racehorse*   0  0 

Captain  Schomberg,  having  made  good  ths 
damages  which  his  squadroa  had  susUdnedt  sent 

the  Galatea  to  the  Isle  of  France,  and  dispatclied 
Captain  De  Rippe>  in  the  Racehorse,  to  Munmoa 
the  settlement  of  Tamatave»  on  the  east  side  of 
Madagascar,  formerly  British,  but  then  recently 
taken  by  the  French^  On  his  amval  off  the  port* 

he  found  in  it  La  Nereidc,  which  the  s([uadron  had 

engaged  ;  be  therefore  returned^  and  on  the  Mtb 
of  May,  rejoined  Captaia  Sehombefg^  who  pvo« 
ceeded  with  the  Astrea,  Phoebe,  and  Racehorse, 
off  the  port»  which  he  reached  on  the  fidlowii^ 
day,  and  found  the  enemy  pr^red  fot  defence. 
The  shoals  with  .which  the  port  i^  surrounded 
being  nnmerous  and  intricate^  and  hsiWog  no  one 

on  board  capable  of  acting  as  pilot,  lie  very  pru- 
dently and  properly  summpoed  the  ship,  and  ga^ 
rison  to  sunender;  and  by  granting  to  the  enemy 
the  most  liberal  terms  in  his  power,  his  deinaud 
was  complied  with.  Theficigateandgamsonweie 
given  up  to  his  disposal,  together  with  the  detach- 
ment of  the  22d  regiment  which  had  been  the 
garrison  of  die  place,  premnsly  lo  its  captnxe. 
Captain  Schomberg,  having  taken  two  out  of  the 
three  frigates  which  his  squadnMi  had  engaged, 
and  retaken  a  British  settlement,  returned  to  the 
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Isle  of  France.  The  Captain  of  the  Clorinde,  oa 
his  return  to  France,  was  dismiBsed  from  the  8er* 
▼ice»  and  degraded. 

It  is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted,  that  from  the 
pressure  of  mi^r  in  this  volame,  we  have  not 
room  to  relate  the  achievements  of  Captains  Ed- 
ward Waliis  Hoare,  G.  £.  Lycrn^  GhMM^  Harris, 
and  Robert  Maunsell,  who,  on  the  coast  of  JaTn, 
previously  to  its  being  attacked  by  our  forces, 
distinguished  themselvea  by  -deeds  Idmdst  incre«' 
dible ;  and  for  the  particulars  of  which,  wc  must 
refer  our  readers  to  the  gazette  letters  olthe  year 
1811. 

Vice-admiral  Wiiiiam  O'Brien  Drury,  who  had 
held  the  command  in  the  East  Indies,  expired  at 
Madras  on  the  6th  of  March,  when  preparing  lo 
accompany  the  expedition  for  the  reduction  ot  the 
islandf-Df  Jam  He  was  succeeded  in  the  com* 
mand  of  the  squadron  by  Captain  William  ft. 
Broughton,  who,'  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the 
service,  hoisted  a  broad  pendant ;  and  the  expe-  • 
dition  sailed  for  the  object  of  attack,  to  which  it 
bad  been  destined. 

Vice-admiral  the  Honourable  lioburt  Stop  ford 
had  sailed  in  October,  1810,  from  I^lymouth,  in 
the  Scipion,  of  seventy-four  guns,  to  take  the  com* 
mand  on  the  Cape  ot  (lood  Hope  station,  and  to 
relieve  Vice-admiral  Bertie.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
at  the  Cape,  he  learned  that  the  island  of  Java 
was  going  to  be  attacked  by  our  forces,  and  th^t 
Vice-admiral  Dniry  was  dead ;  he  in  consecjuence 
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pushed  away  for  that  iBlahd^  and  was  in  time  to 
be  present  at  the  capture* 
Lord  MintOy  the  governor-general  of  India,  hay- 

inp^  given  directions  to  prepare  a  military  force  for 
the  conquest  of  this  island,  its  direction  was  ior 
trusted  to  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Samuel  Admmty. 
The  expedition  assembled  in  Madras  roads;  and 
the  first  division  of  troops,  commanded  by  Co- 
lonel Robert  Rollo  Gillespie,  sailed  thence  on  the 
18th  of  April,  under  convoy  of  Captain  Cole,  in 
the  Caroline  frigate,  of  thirty-six  guns.  The  se- 
cond division  followed  in  a  week  after,  under  the 
command  of  Major-general  Wetherall,  and  con- 
ducted by  Captain  P.  Pellew,  in  the  Phaeton. 
On  the  day  after  the  sailing,  a  hurricane  drove  on 
shore  the  I>over,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  every 
other  vessel  that  had  remained  with  her  in  Madras 
roads.  Those  divisions,  however,  providentially 
escaped  with  a  slight  brush  of  the  gale.  On  the 
1 8th  of  May,  the  expedition  reached  the  liarbour 
of  Pulo  Penang,  in  Prince  of  Wales'  Island.  Lieu- 

tenant-general  Achmnty  had  arrived  in  the  Acbar 
frigate,  on  the  i3th,  and  sailed  for  Malacca  on  the 
20th.  Lord  Minto  had  touched  at  Penang,  on  his 
way  to  Malacca,  m  the  Modesto  frigate,  command- 
ed by  his  son,  the  Honourable  Captain  6.  Elliot. 
On  the  21st  of  May,  the  second  division  arrived  at 

*  An  elaborate  and  autheotic  Account  of  ike  Capture  of  Java 
has  beeD  written  by  Major  WUUam  Thorn,  deputy  quarter-mas- 
ter-general of  the  forces  serriog  in  Jan.  4to.  Robert  WUket, 
CInoGerj-buie* 
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PeuDg.  On  the  24th»  the  whole  fleet  sailed  for 

Malacca,  where  they  arrived  on  the  1st  of  June. 
Here  they  found  that  the  Bengal  diviaxm  of  troops 
under  tbs  protection  of  Captain  H.  F.  Edgcll,  in 
the  Cornelia^  had  arrived  six  weeks  before,  and 
was  encamp^  along  the  shores.  The  Governor- 
general,  Commander-in-chief,  and  Commodore 
Broughton,  in  the  UlustriouSi  were  also  here.  •  One 
of  the  transports,  laden  with  gunpowder,  took  fire, 
and  when  no  hope  ^remained  of  saving  the  ship, 
the  crew  were  t^J^eii  out,  and  she  blew  up,  with- 
out doing  any  otlier  damage.  Lord  Minto,  soon 
after  bis  arrivai,  caused  all  the  instruments  of 
torture  which  had  been  used  by  the  Dutch'to  be 
publicly  burnt.  These  were,  the  rack,  the  wheel, 
and  some  others,  well  known  to  the  unhappy; 
people  who  had  been  governed  by  the  laws  of  their 
sanguinary  tribunals. 

The  possession  of  Malacca  has  been  found  of 
vast  importance  to  our  Indian  and  China  trade, 
the  straits  bemg  oidy  sixteen  miles  wide»  and  the 
best  channel  of  intercourse  between  the  bay  of 
Bengal,  the  China  seas,  and  the  eastern  Archi- 
pelago.  The  straits  of  Sttnda»  between  Java  and 
Sumatra,  were  chiefly  resorted  to  by  ships  coming 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  route  pursued 
by  the  united  forces,  led  by  Commodore  Brough- 
ton,  was  through  the  straits  of  Sincapore,  between 
the  south  end  of  the  peninsula  of  Malacca,  and 

the  small  islands  lying  contiguous  to  it,  of  which 
Pulo  Bantang  is  the  chief.  Taking  his  departure 
from  Pulo  Bantang,  the  Commodore  steered  for 
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the  west  ooast  of  Borneo.   Passing  the  isfamd  of 

Tirabalan,  the  fleet  came  to  a  cluster  called  the 
High  Islands.  These  form  between  the  west  coast 
of  Borneo,  and  the  east  coast  of  Saniatra,  a  rerj 
ejLteasive  Archipelago.  The  names  of  the  islands, 
and  their  position,  iiave  not  been  accurately  de- 

scribcd  by  niudcm  geographers,  nor  has  Major* 
Thorn  iayoured  us  with  any  description  whereby 
we  might  know  at  wbidi  of  them  it  was  that  the 
fleet  found  a  plentiful  supply  of  fresh  water,  hogs, 
xnoofie^deeTr  and  inonkies»  but  no  hiunan  inhabi- 
tants. The  fleet,  it  appears,  was  in  imminent 
.danger,  from  a  sudden  squall  of  wind  and  rain, 
which  drove  the  ttansports  into  shoat  waters^ 
where  mani/  of.  t/icm  struck  the  ground  in  a  heavy 
sea,  but  the  bottom  being  soft  mud«  4hey  received 
no  damage. 

The  foUawiug  is  a  list  of  the  ships  of  war,  and 
their  captains,  employ^  in  this  ccdebrated  expe- 
dition : 

* 

^  i  5  HeAf-wlflibil  tht  Hon.  R.-  8toBfotd 

^^*1^"*»  ^"^X  Ciptab  J.  Jobiiston. 

(This  ship  joined  al  Batavia) 
IliiMtfi«M  •••74  Conisodorc  W.  Broughton.  Cwptfmt&eg 
Mindeii  - « •  •  •  74  Ca]iUiD  Hoaie 
Libo  •  •  64  Captain  (now  Sir  Ueory)  Heatbcote 

Frigates, 

Acbar  •  •  •  •  38  Capl.  Dnirj    Hussar  •  •  98  Capt.  Crawford 
Horn  ••**  36  L}'€  Drake 38  Harris 

NisM  ••••  as  Beafct  PbaeMn  •  38  Hd(i.P.B.PfUew 

Pre»deiit  *  38  Warren  Leda  •  •  •  •  36  G.  Sayer 

Bucephahis  32  Felly  Caroline  •  36  C.  Cole 

Pbobe  •••as  HMlyar         CorSeHc*  86  —  Kd<;eil 
Madcsit  ••  86  Hon.G*  Elliot  Psjctie  ••  86.  P.  jedfccumbe 
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BunuBOvte  18  Owen  Samaraug  •  16  Drnry  . 

Hesper***  18  Reynolds  Harpy* 18  Bain 

Hecate  •  • .  18  Peachy  Procris  •  •  •  18  Mauosell 

I^er  •  •  •  18  Kelly 

Oimourabic  Company  s  Cruiien, 

jl^l^l^y  f  Commodore  Hayes  Vestal,  Hull 

(  Capt.  Mansfield  Ariel,  McDonald 

Aurora,  Watkias  Thetis,  Phillips 

Momiogtan,  Pearoe  Payclie 
Nautilus,  Walker 

With  fifty-seven  ^transports,  and  some  gnn-bottt,— tbe  fleet 
amounting  to  one  hundred  auL 

■ 

The  expedition  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay 

of  Batavia,  at  two,  p.m.  on  Sunday,  the  4th  of 
August,  1811,  and  the  landing  was  effected  on  the 
same  day  at  the  village  of  Chillingching,  ten  miles 
to  the  eastward  of  the  city  of  Batavia,  a  spot 
which  the  enemy  had  left  entiirdy  unguarded. 

The  care  of  this  important  island  had  been  se- 
cretly intrusted  by  Bonaparte  to  General  Jansens, 
the  Dutch  genoral  Daendds  not  being  supposed 
&ufficiently  well  affected  to  the  cause  to  keep  out  ^ 
the  English.  The  city  of  Batavia  was  abandoned 
by  the  French  and  Dutch  troops,  and  most  of  the 
respectable  inhabitants,  the  momcDt  our  army 
landed.  The  pipes  which  conveyed  fresh  water 
to  the  town  were  cut  off;  the  bridge  over  the  river 
Anjol  destroyed/and  the  store-housest  containing 
a  rich  coflectidn  of  spiees,  set  on  fire.  Some  of 
these  our  troops  saved  from  destruction.  By 
the  ready  assistance  and  resources  of  the  navy,  a 
body  oi  troops  under  Colonel  Gillespie  was  sent 
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across  the  river,  and  entered  the  city.   The  eqe** 

my  retreated  to  Weltervreede,  a  strong  position, 
which  was  attacked  by  the  Colonel  on  the  10th, 
and  carried  in  grand  style,  the  enemy  losing  near 
five  hundred  men.  Driven  firom  this  position. 
General  Jansens  next  made  a  stand  on  the  heights 
J  of  Cornelis,  strongly  fortified  and  defended  by  the 
united  force  of  his  whole  army,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  consist  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  men, 
French  and  Dutch,  and  commanded  by  officers  of 
distinguished  character  in  the  estimatioii  of  Na> 
poleon,  the  unrivalled  judge  of  military  merit 
Cannon  was  brought  up  by  the  seamen ;  and  bat* 
teries,  formed  of  twenty  eighteen-pounders  and 
eight  mortars,  kept  them  in  constant  occupation 
for  two  days,  when  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  at  fint 
much  greater  than  ours,  became  gradually  fainter, 
and  at  dawn  of  day  on  the  26th  of  August,  the 
assault  was  made,  the  principal  attadc  being  led 

by  that  distinguished  and  lamented  Iiero,  Colonel 
GiUespie,  supported  by  Colonels  Gibbs  and  Mac 
Lend,  officers  no  less  conspicuous.  Major-general 
Wetherall  commanded  the  reserve,  and  remained 
in  the  batteries.  Colonel  Gillespie  having  made  a 
'  circuitous  route,  through  an  intricate  country, 
came  suddenly  on  the  enemy's  advance,  routed 
them,  and  took  a  strong  redoubt ;  next,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  he  passed  a 
bridge  of  great  importance  to  these  operations,  and 
carried  with  the  bayonet  the  redoubt,  No.  4,  after 
au  obstinate  resistance.  Here  Colonel  Gibbs  sepa- 
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-  rated,  and  totning  to  the  tight,  oaxfied  the  ^ 

No.  1,  in  front  of  the  enemy.  At  this  moment  a 
heavy  exploftion,  whether  by  design  or  accident  is 
not  known,  destrojred  a  namber  gallant  Britiih 
officers  and  men.  Colonel  M'Leod  carried  the  re- 
doabt.  No.  2,  took  apoik  of  artillery,  and  dispersed 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  formed  for  its  de- 
fence; but  that  excellent  officer  fell  in  the  moment 
(rfTiGtory.  The  enemy's  firont  being  thus  laid  open, 
the  whole  army  rushed  in ;  the  carnage  became 
general,  and  the  battle  decisiye.  The  seamen  from 
the  batteries,  and  a  body  of  Seapoys  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Sayer,  of  the  Leda,  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  field.  The  cavalry  under  Colonel 
Gillespie  and  Major  Trevers,  and  the  horse  artil- 
lery under  Captain  Noble,  joined  in  the  pursuit, 
until  the  whole  of  the  hostile  army  was  either 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  One  hundred 
and  thirty  pieces  of  brass  and  iron  cannon  and 

■ 

mortars  were  taken  at  Cornelis,  and  six  hundred 
and  thirteen  in  the  citadel  and  different  forts,  with 
shot,  shells,  and  ammunition  in  proportion.  The 
number  of  prisoners  amounted  to  upwards  of  seven- 
teen hundrod. 

In  the  capture  of  this  immense  island,  the  prin* 
ctpal  labour  fell  on  the  army,  as  the  more  power- 
ful body»  but  the  navy  had  its  share  of  the  danger 
and  exertion.  The  royal  marines  of  the  squadron, 
commanded  by  their  own  officers,  were  landed, 
and  served  with  the  army. 

The  numbers  in  the  army  killed  in  the  two 
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acUam,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  finrty ;  and . 
^6  wounded  to  seyen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Of  seamen^  fourteen  were  kiiii^ ;  six  oihcers>  aad 
ferty^nine  wounded. 

Immediateiy  after  the  decisive  action  of  the 

2&th  ot  August,  and  the  capture  of  Jr  ort  Comeiifii 
a  aummdns  was  sent  to  Oeneral  Jansens^  to  sur- 
render the  island  of  Java  to  the  British  forces. 
This  was  rejected*  and  preiMffations  were  immedi- 
ately made  for  sending  a  fe#ee  against  Sourbaya, 
the  place  of  second  importance  on  the  island. 
This*  force  was  under  the  direction  of  Commodore 
firougiiton.  Auotiier  body  of  troops  was  detach- 
ed to  Cheribon»  and  the  frigates  Nisns^  President, 
and  Phoebe,  were  sent  on  that  service. 

Commodore  Brougbton  sailed  on  the  4th  of 
September  for  Greisse  and  Sourbaya,  having  under  . 
his  orders  the  lUustnous,  Miuden«  Lion,  and  Leda. 
He  was  accompanied  by  transports  conlainii^  a 
body  of  Seapoys,  hiid  ordnance  stores,  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  remaining  settlements  of  the  enemy 
on  the  islimd  of  Java. 

Lord  MiiUo,  the  Governor  -  general  of  India, 
had,  after  the  surrender  of  Batavia*  taken  up  his 
residence  at  that  place,  and  Reaf'^admiral  Stop- 
ford,  at  his  Lordships  request,  had  consented 
to  remain  until  the  complete  subjection  of  the 
island.  This  was  shortly  accomplished.  Captain 
P.  Beaver,  of  the  INisus,  took  possession  of  Cheh- 
bon.  Captaih  Warren*  of  the  President,  who 
conveyed  the  summons^  hauled  down  the  French, 
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and  hoisted  with  his  own  hand  the  British  flag  on 

the  Ibrt,  aod  With  his  gig's  crew  took  priscmer  thd 
Ffench  General  Joqidle*  who  had  just  arrived, 
and  ^vas  in  the  act  of  changing  horses  to  proceed 
to  the  eastward.  Captain  UiUy ar»  of  the  Phoebe, 
look  possession  of  Taggall. 

Lieutenant-general  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  sailed 
on  the  dth,  in  the  Modeste,  and  the  Bear'^dmiial 
himself  on  the  following  day,  having  with  him,  on 
board  the  Scipion,  two  companies  of  artillery  and 
foot  field-pieces :  with  the  troops  embarked  on 
boaid  the  ships  of  war,  assisted  by  the  seamen 
and  marines,  he  hoped  to  effeot  the  reduction  of 
the  other  settlelnents  beftm  the  transports  could 
arrive,  and  thus  avoid  the  delay  occasioned  by  the 
bad  sailing  of  these  vessels.  We  have  no  instance 

of  an  enter} jnsG  of  this  magnitude  bcuig  conducted 

with  more  public  spirit  and  unanimity  between  the 
army  and  navy. 

On  the  9th,  the  Rear-admiral  anchored  off 
Samattng,  and  was  joined  on  the  18th  by  Com- 
modore Broughton,  with  the  ships  and  some 
transports  under  his  orders.  The  Kear-admiral 
and  the  General  summoned  the  plaoe  to  surrender, 
but  the  demand  being  refused,  they  proceeded  to 
attack  and  destroy  the  gun-boats.  This  service 
was  executed  by  Captain  Maunsell,  then  acting  in 
the  Illustrious,  under  the  b|road  pendant  of  Com- 
modore Broughton.  On  the  12th  the  town  of 
Samaiaug  waa  entered  without  opposition^  the 
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enemy  having  retired  to  a  strong  position  seven 
miles  from  it  Our  troops  at  this  place  amounted 
to  one  thousand  five  hundred  men.  The  Resr- 
admiral  being  convinced  that  the  French  would 
retire  upon  Sourbaya,  hastened  thither  with  the 
Scipion,  lion,  Nisus,  President,  Phoebe,  and 
Harpy,  and  directed  all  other  vessels  within  his 
reach  to  meet  him.  .On  the  18th,  Captain  Hai^is, 
of  the  Sir  Francis  Drake,  joined  the  Admiral,  and 
informed  him  that  the  island  of  Madura,  and  the 
settlement  of  Samanap,  had  surrendered.  Captam 
Harris  was  now  directed  by  the  Admiral  to  take 
command  of  the  troops  which  were  landed  on  the 
19th,  and  proceed  to  Greisse,  of  which  place  he 
took  possession  on  the  2dth,  Captain  Harris  next 
went  with  his  little  army  to  Sourbaya,  which  he 
took;  and  intelligence  reached  the  Admiral  that  all 
'  the  strong  places  in  the  island  of  Java  had  capitu- 
lated to  his  Majesty's  arms*  Fort  Ludowick, 
Sourbaya,  the  Admiral  found  in  excellent  order, 
with  ninety-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly  brsss. 

The  capture  of  the  principal  forts  in  the  island 
having  be^n  ejected  by  the  joint  operations  of  the 
army  and  navy,  Jensens,  the  Captain-g^eral,  sur- 
rendered with  iiis  whole  army,  and  the  conquest  of 
the  island  of  Java  was  complete. 

In  his  dispatches  to  the  secretary  of  state,  Lorf 
Minto  says,  An  empire  which  for  two  ccAturies 
has  contributed  greatly  to  the  power,  prosperifjTi 
and  grandeur  of  one  of  the  principal  and  most 
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respected  states  of  Europe,  has  been  thus  >vrested 
from  the  short  usurpation  of  the  French  govem- 
ment,  and  added  to  the  British  crown."  Here 
ended  the  conquest  of  islands.  The  enemy  had 
no  more  to  lose  east  of  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope. 
Had  Napoleon  achieved  these  conquests,  he  would 
have  made  his  enemies  forget  the  way  to  India.** 
This  has  never  been  our  policy.  The  Dutch  came 
unwillingly  into  the  last  war,  and  the  colony  of  Java» 
which  had  been  wrested  from  them  by  France, 
Great  Britain  had  the  honour  and  the  generosity 
to  restore.  Should  future  wars,  and  other  tyrants, 
raise  up  aiemies  against  our  existence,  let  us  trust 
that  we  shall  possess  the  same  means  of  asserting 
our  rights,  and  proving  that  we  can  be  generous 

as  well  as  brave. 

The  capture  of  the  island  of  Madura,  by  the 
British  frigates  Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Phaeton, 
forms  an  interesting  episode  to  the  conquest  of 
Java.  This  island,  about  seventy  miles  long,  lies 
contiguous  to  Java,  at  its  eastern  end.  It  was 
governed  by  a  Sultan,  who  like  all  eastern  princes, 
was  an  absolute  monarch.  The  French  and  Dutch 
had  landed  a  few  officers,  and  havmg  hoisted  the 
French  fliig,  considered  it  a  colony  of  their  own. 

Captain  George  Harris,  a  mere  youth,  having 
two  frigates  of  thirty-eight  guns  under  his  com- 
mand, assembled  a  small  force,  consisting  of  the 
marines  and  small  arm  men  of  the  frigates,  and 
with  the  boats,  himself  and  Captain  Pownal 
B.  Pellew  completely  drove  the  French  out  of  the 
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idand,  tunied  the  sentiments  of  the  Sultan  and  his' 
people  against  them^  and  rendered  Madora  a  de- 
pendency of  Java. 

Captain  Harris  bad  sent  the  Dasher,  sloop  of 
war,  round  the  south  end  of  Pulo  J  Langing,  to 
gain  an  andiofage  as  near  the  fort  of  Sumanap  as 

possible.  On  the  night  of  the  29th  of  August  the 
boats,  in  two  divisions,  led  by  the  captains  of  the 
respeotive  frigates,  put  off,  and  sailing  timrogh  the 
channel  formed  by  the  east  end  of  Madura  and 
Pulo  J'Langing,  landed  at  midnight  three  miles 
from  the  fort,  without  being  discovered,  and  at 
half-past  one,  the  two  columns,  consisting  of  no 
more  than  eighty  men,  with  two  twelve,  two  fear, 
and  two  two-pouuders,  began  their  march  in  such 
perfect  order  and  silence,  that  they  entered  the 
outer  gate  of  the  fort  without  being  perceived. 
Tjbis  gate  had  been  with  unaccountable  negligence 
or  treachery  left  open.  The  party  next  made  a 
rush  at  the  inner  gate,  which  they  carried,  though 
defended  by  guns,  and  four  hundred  Madura  pike- 
men,  who  were  all  made  prisoners,  and  by  half- 
past  three  o'clock  the  English  possessed  the  fort. 
At  daylight,  French  colours  still  flying  on  the  east 

end  of  ilic  town,  Captain  Harris  sent  his  second 

in  cocnnwid.  Captain  Peilew,  to  demand  an  im- 
mediate surrander.  This  oAcot  was  supported  by 
one  hundred  men  and  one  tield-piece  (the  party 
having  been  reinforced  from  the  sUps).  The 

Governor  returned  an  insulting  answer,  and  pr^ 
pared  to  defend  himseli  with  two  thousand  men. 
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Captain  Pcllew  retained  bis  groond  against  this 
imni^e  superiority,  dispatching  a  young  officer 
to  Captein  HairUy  to  acquaint  him  with  the  stale 

oi'  ati'curs. 

Captain  Harris  ordered  his  ooUeagua  to  adTance^ 
while  he  jnoved  out  of  the  port  and  threatened  the 

ieit  wing  of  the  euemy,  whose  force  and  attentioo, 
by  this  judicious  mancBuvre,  became  divided.  The 
British  heroes  made  a  simultaneous  attack,  wliich 
was  resisted  by  the  enemy  for  about  live  minutes, 
when  they  gave  way  and  were  completdy  routed. 
The  French  Governor  w  as  talcen  prisoner,  and  the 
Kajah  of  Sumanap,  who  was  pc€aeiit»  was  so  de^ 
lighted  and  awed  by  the  valour  of  the  English,  that 
.  he  forbade  his  subjects  to  arm  any  more  against 
them.  The  force  opposed  to  the  two  Captains,^ . 
and  their  marines  and  seamen,  was  such  as  to  give 
us  a  very  contemptible  idea  of  the  prowess  of  our 
enemies ;  they  had  three  hundred  European  infan- 
try, sixty  artillerymen,  and  two  thousand  Madura 
pikemen.  The  fort  was  a  regular  fortification, 

mounting  sixteen  six-pouuders. 

Lieutenant  Rook,  of  the  royal  marines  of  the 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  was  twice  speared  by  the 
native  troops,  while  wresting  the  colours  from  the 
hands  of  a  French  officer,  who  was  killed  in  the 
contest.  The  whole  island  of  Madura  was  imme- 
diately subdued,  and  Captam  liarris  assured  the 
Admiral  that  eyery  Frenchman  and  Dutchman 
was  made  prisoner,  and  conveyed  on  board  the 
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6it  Francis  Drake.  The  Govemor-general  returned 
to  Calcutta.  Rear«adimral  Stopford  having  ap- 
pointed John  Breutoa,  Esq.  (his  secretary)  and 
Thomas  Wallis,  Esq.  (purser  of  the  Illustrious) 
agents  for  the  navy,  two  officers  being  also  ap- 
pointed by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  on  the  part  of  the 
army,  the  Rear-admiral  gave  them  charge  of  the 
property  taken,  and  set  sail  for  the  Cape  of  Grood 
Hope»  <  leaving  Copimodore  Broughton  with  the 
temporary  command  in  India,  until  the  arrival  of 
Sir  Samuel  Hood.  The  property  takenin  the  island 
of  Java,  netted  to  ihie  captors  nearly  '£I,000,0(X). 
sterling,  which  was  paid  to  them  withm  the  space 
of  hve  years. 


ci  by  Google 


